
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at http : //books . google . com/| 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



EU.V 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



STl^OPSIS 



OF 



SUNDRY DECISIONS 



OP 

THE TREASURY DEPARTMENT 



CONSTRUCTION OP THE TARIFF, NAVIGATION, ANB OTHER LAWS, 



YEAB EKDED DEOEMBEB 31, 1875. 



B. H. BBISTOW, SeeretiiyoftlieTniiny. 



W^ASHINGTON: 

GOVBBNMBVT PBINTIira OFFIOB. 

1876. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



REPRINTED IN TAIWAN 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



This pubUcatioii has had many out of print 
Yohimea for many years and has been nnandl- 
able in complete form for nae in Law Librariea. 

As the demand for this publication inereased» 
we decided to photo reproduce it as necessary. 

This volume is an enct photo-reproduction 
of the original edition. 



Wffliam S. Hcin A Co., Ine; 
Buffalo, New York 
1972 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



( 



iia 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



INDEX, 



A. 

Q^noptifl No. 

▲bBtraot return of smagKled goods «. 2266 

Accounts of disbursing agents 2506 

AotofFebmaryfi, 1875, date of eflfeot 2106 

Additional duty on goods undervalued ^. 2069 

Adhecdye plaster - 2078 

Admeasurement — 

Of closed-in spaces .' .' ^ 21d6 

Ofvessels, fees for 2088 

Of foreign vessels •^. 2404 

Of Spanish vessels 1»16 

Of small vessels 2469 

Alaska Territory, importation of arms into 2330 

Alcoholic perfumery 2380 

Aliens, licenses of > .' 2297 

Alien tonnage dues ' 2399 

Alizarine ,.... 2101,2143 

Allowance — 

For excess of weight by absorption of sea-water 2513 

For damage to outer coverings 2270 

In lieu of breakage ^ 2116,2142,2145,2154,2229,2280,2250,2308 

On sugars for drawback : 2554 ' 

Amendment-— 

ToDepartmentcircular of July 16, 1874 2165 

To regulations of October 3, 1874 ^.. 2247 

American — 

Artists residing abroad, copies of productions i 2318 

Carboys returned from abroad :. l ..'. 2302 

Citizens abroad, designs and enggtvings on wood by 2468 

Goods returned from abroad,.not free ..^, 2493 

Grain-bags returned from abroad, free ^ 2496 

Hoop-iron returned from abroad, duty on 2525 

Horste exported, trained, and rotumed 2190, 2487 

Machinery returned from Abroad ..^; 2126,2440 

Organs returned from abroad. i... 2432 

Sheep abroad, wool shorn from ....:...: 2538^ 

Sheep returned from Mexico 2492 

Teams returned from abroad ....^....i 252^ 

Tobacco, exportation of.... - '2460 

Vessels wrecked in foreign waters, machinery of 2282 

Whiskey, duty on 2193 
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IV INDEX. 

Synopsis No. 

▲ngoatnra bitters and bottles 2498 

Angora-goat skins with wool on, olassifioation of. 2490 

Animals — 

Imported for breeding purposes 2200,2548,2571 

Temporary importation of 2293,2403,2439,2553 

Appraisement of merchandise 2266 

Appointments, employes not to interfere with 2201 

Argentine Confederation, ourready of 2470 

Argols, classification of 2489 

Assessment and collection of hospital daes 2167 

Attorney, powers of 2189,2417,2481 

Austrian florin, valne of. 2391 

Axles, cast-steel 2436 



Baggage- 
Arriving on northeastern and northwestern frontiers 2353 

Entries by passengers on ocean steamers 2402 

Ballast, kentledge as.... J 2082 

Barrels, &c., reimported, free : 2110 

Barges and ferry-boats, documenting of 2114, 2215, 2501 

Base bullion, classification of 2507 

Bas-reliefs, classification of 2568 

Bay water, duty on ., ; 2234 

Beaded silk lace 2141 

Bead necklaces 2149 

Bells, duty on 2532 

Boarding of vessels from foreign ports 2246 

Boiler bottoms, classification of 2329 

Boilers, old, use of, in vessels .'2317,2335 

Books — 

Blanks, stationery, &>o 2210 

For libraries 2549,2567 

For societies ...2354,23^ 

Relative to dutiable value , 2237 

Scrap, not blank 2109 

Bone grease, duty on.' ^ ^ 2422 

Bonded railway lines, regulations for 2243,2505 

Bonding of warehouses 2500 

Bonds- 
Cancellation of 2314,2483 

Execution of 2261 

One corporation cannot be surety for another .^ 2564 

To produce currency certificate ,. 2509 

Boxes, lacquered, containing tea ^ 2497 

Brandy, duty on '.....' : 2085 

Brass horns, classification of 2111 
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Synopsis Ko. 
Breakage — 

AUowance in lien of 2145,2154,8850,2880 

Allowance on malt liqnoTS 8306 

Allowance, wines in warehonse 8116,8148,8889 

British Possessions, transportation of merchandise to, firom, and through... 8171, 8808 

Bronze, imitation of 8163 

Bulkheads on passenger-vessels ^ 8205 

C. 

Cabinet-woods, sawed and split 8300 

Calf-hair goods 8840,8480,8558 

Camels'-hair — 

Noils 8447 

Raw....: 8489 

Canada, horses and vehioles from 8553 

Canadian — 

CattUi in transit through United States 2460 

Horses and vehicles brought temporarily into (Jnited States . . .8893, 8403, 2439 

Stone imported under contract for use of United States, dutiable 2090 

Canal-boats not required to be documented 2478 

Cans- 
Containing caustic soda 2424 

Made of imported zinc, drawback duty 2238 

Carboys, domestic, returned from abroad i 2302 

Cast-steel axles, duty on 2436 

Cattle— 

From Cadiz, importation of 2457 

From Great Britain and Ireland, importation of 2488 

Yrom Seville, importation of 2467 

From Spain, importation of , 2373 

Caviare :..'. 2372 

Centennial Exhibition .1 2192, 2228, 2247, 2482, 2512, 2516, 2524, 2541, 2558 

Certiiicates — 

Of lading merchandise forwarded under transportation bond 2118 

Necessary to an oath. 2135 

Charges on entry 2546 

Cheese-box hoops, duty on 2307 

Chemical eart lien wares, duty on 2377 

Chiccory root 2263 

Chinese tael, value of 2550 

China-grass yarn 2133 

Chlorate of barytes, duty on 2117 

Church — 

Bells, duty on 2532 

Furniture, statuary, &c 2127,2385 

Regalia 2164,2290 

Cigars in transit through United States 2174 

Circular instructions relative to the importation of goods on shipboard, Feb- 
ruary 10, 1875, : : ,. 2155 
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Synopsis No. 
CHassifioation of— 

V Aliaarine 2143 

. Angora-goafLskins, with wool on •.. 2490 

Argols 2489 

BaBebolUon. 2507 

Bas-reliefs in marble 2568 

Beaded silk lace ., 2141 

Boiler bottoms 2329 

Cabinet woods :^ , 2390 

Caif-hair goods 2240,2480,2552 

Camels'-haip noils * 2447 

Camels' hair, raw i 2429 

. Garbolip-acid sheep-wash... '. 2426 

Ciiviare I...., 2372 

. Chiocory root ".'. 2263 

Coal... 2363 

Compound goods *. 2300 

Composition-metal leaf .' . ^ 21 13 

Coral jewelry.- 2556 

Colored cottons 2495 

Colored tarlatans • JJ298 

Col^n and linen mixed goods .,..:.. 2527 

Cotton lace 2128 

Cotton towels , .....2291,2521 

Cow and calf-hair goods • 2240 

Cracked rock plaster '. 2573 

Deoalcomaine ornaments 2124 

bog-soap 2351 

Dressed dolls... *. 2379 

Dressed sheepskins with wool on..... 2269 

Dry wood pulp ' 2428 

Dyed moss 2518 

Earthenware match-safes 2395 

Earthenware toys. ^ , : 2503 

Embroidered wool patterns.' * 2352 

Encaustic tiles.. ^ 2419 

Enflenragedoils..^. 2543 

Ektraq'of snmac ,.... 2095 

Filter linen. 2405 

German sausages... ......^ ^ 2220 

Glass, balls for Christmas-trees 2147 

Gronnd plaster used as fertilizer 2159 

Gum ammoniac 2235 

Harmonicas , 2418,2466 

Hat trimmings of brass, metal, &o ..^.. 2551 

Herring or other fish in barrels 2160 

Iron in blooms , - 2152 

Italian cloths ....: 2173 
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INDEX. _ VII 

SynopaLs l^o. 
Claseifioation of— 

Japanese ^ax , 2225 

Kaleidoscopes 2386 

Large mgs 2577 

Maohinery composed in part of steel 2961 

Magic lanterns... 2569 

Malt extract 2338 

Meats preserved in tin cans 2356 

Mexican onyx : 2306 

Mixed goods 2464 

Musical instmments and strings ^ - .2510 

Musical strings of gut 5^19 

Mutton, dressed 2325 

Nitre cake 2370 

Orange juice - 2345 

Oil of mace, gum galbanum, cocoa butter, and wafers 2506 

Old irpn 2080 

Omametrts of silk and brass ^2566 

Onyx beads 2534 

Paint in tubes 2299 

Painted china ...: 2504 

Pedestals of statues 2264 

Pencil-leads : 2517 

Percussion cases for cartridges 2148 

Pine lumber 2102 

Plaster figures 2544 

Rice flour 1 \ 2446 

Sawed timber for wagon-tongues -r -^- 2570 

Scrap-books : ^.... 2109 

Seed-wheat 2227 

Silk cloaks lined with fur 2463 

Silk trimmings for dresses 2158 

Slipper-carpeting ; 2452 

Small pianos 2107 

Small brass horns 2111 

Sprats in oil * 2136 

Steel hair-pins 2140 

Steel wood-screws 2465 

Sugars in warehouse : 2273 

Tin plates prepared to imitate japanning 2272 

Tobacco scraps 2222 

Tobacco clippings and cuttings 2486 

Wax matches 2289 

Wines 2367 

Wool knit gloves 2473 

Wools. 2476,2529 

Clay pipes, colored, duty on 2070 

Clearance of coastwise vessel 2333 
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Synopsis Ko. 

CloakB, silk, lined with fur 2463 

Clctoed-in spaoes, admeasarement pf 2195 

Cloth gloTe8,dutyon........i .• 2358 

Coal, blassiflcation of 2363 

Coooa butter ''.., 2506 

Coins and silver bnlliou 2112 

Colored cotton handkerohiefs in the pieoe, duty on 2477 

Commissioner of Customs; reports to 2197 

Commission — 

Charges, penal duty for omission 2214 2368 

On cutlery 1 :..... 2233 

Composition-metal leaf ...-. 2113 

Compound goods, when separable * 2300 

Consular^ 

Certificates of desertion : 2303 

Fees for verification of invoices of goods for Centennial Exhibition 2228 

Invoices 2576 

Copies of productions of American artists 2318 

Qopper spangles, silvered, duty on ^ 2151 

Coral jewelry, classification of 2556 

Cording — 

Of packages .1 2526 

Sealing, and branding of merchandise 2292 

Costs— 

Fees and mileage - 2123 

Of cartage, labor, and storage ^ 2343 

Cottons— :( See Classification and Duty on.) 

Imported prior to March 3, 1875, entitled to 10 per centum reduction of 

duty - 2181 

Counting of slates 1 , 2396 

Cow and calf-hair goods •... 2240 

Crochet-cotton on spools, duty on 2540 

Cuba, deposit of registers in... 2398 

Currency — 

Argentine Confederation 2470 

jCertificates, bonds to produce 2509 

'l^oubloonof South America '. , t 2574 

Of Cuba .<,......... 2350,2494 

Required in invoiceiB , 2103,2262,2536 

Values of foreign.. 2066 

Customs — 

'Officers and United States commissioners 2514 

Seals and wires ; 2267,2359,2484,2530 

Cutlery, commission on 2233 
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D. 

Damage alioiraiMM — 

GalTaniMd-iron wire ^ Mftl 

Gin in jags 8180 

None on oater coverings ^•*. 9S70 

On wines, liquors, &c., in botties.... 8116, 8148, 8146, Sll64,9n9,«60,«M0,S806 
Damage to merchandise by leak in roof of warehoase, duties not reftinded .... 8006 

Damaged drugs, to be exported or destroyed v 8809 

Damaged goods — 

Exportation of, for repairs^ ,•-• ^^01 

Marlcingof. 8813,8460,8606^ 

Deals 8108 

Decalcomanie ornaments, olassidoation of 8184 

Delay in deciding tariff questions 8860 

Departure permits. ■. 8S16 

Deposit of Government moneys 8661 

Desertions, consular certificates c 8003 

Designs and engravings on wood b^ American citizens abroad 8466 

l^esignation of ports for shipment of goods in transit through United States. .8848, 8876 

Destination, port of, named in manifest. ^ 8130 

Destruction of worthless Imported wine.. 8064 

Disbursing agents, accounts of 8606 

Discontinued, return of duties on articles not entered by certified invoice. ... . 8388 

Districts for general appraisers 8100 

Documenting-^ 

Of vessels, inspection fees to be paid 8177 

Ofvesselson small lakes 8^4 

Documents—^ 

For barges.... - : 8114 

Marine, replacing ^........ • 8433 

Dog-soap, classification of i 8361' 

Dolls, dressed - 3370 

Domestic — 

Goods, free entry of. 8868 

Spirits, manufactured in bond, for exportation 8678 

Tobacco, returned from abroad ; 8860 

Drawback — 

Allowance on sugar and syrup 8831, 8818,^8664 

Duty on cans made of imported zinc 8838 

Goods withdrawn from custody of customs officers 8367 

No weigher's return necessary i. ...,..->. L 8176 

Dredges, steam, importation of 8388 

Dutiable charges on entry .. . 1K46 

Dutiable value — . . 

Of books. SKm 

Of importations..,. 2867 

May include fractional parts of dollar 2376 

Duties, silver coin receivable for.. : 2098 
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X INDEX. 

Synopsis No. 
Duty— 

Additional, nndervalaation od entry ' 2069 

Discriminating 2073,2204,2236 

Doty on — 

Alcoholic perfamery , .^ 2379 

Alizarine 2101 

American hoop-iron returned from abroad. .« 2525 

American whiskey '. 2193 

Aogostnra bitters and bottles 2498 

Bay water. 2234 

Bone grease 2422 

Brandy....: 2085 

'Cans containing caustic soda 2424 

Cast-steel axles : 2436 

Cheese-box hoops 2307 

Chemical earthenware .- 2377 

China floor matting 2077 

Chlorate of barytes 2117 

Church bells 2532 

' Church furniture 2127 

Cloth gloves 2358 

Colored clay pipes 2070 

Colored cottons... , 2075 

Colored cotton handkerchiefs in the piece ^ .^. . . 2477 

Cotton handkerchiefs 2533 

Cotton tarlatans 2268 

Cotton quilts embroidered with wool ., 2523 

Crochet-cotton on spools 2540 

Crude palm-oil soap 2434 

Domestic tobacco retvurned from abroad 2260 

* Dressed sycamore lumber 2226 

Engravings 2416 

Engravings on iron - 2092 

Fittings for nursing-bottles 2340 

Foreign material used in ships 2409 

Hemp twine 2572 

Hewn timber 2348 

Imitations of precious stones not set 2153, 2535 

Insect-powder 2364 

Italian cloths 2392 

Jute butts 2336 

Jute rejections 2097 

Kissengeu salts 2271 

Linen damasks 2472 

Linen lap-robes with worsted strips 2:574 

Merchandise damaged by leak in roof of warehouse 2098 

Mescal ^448 

Millet-seed : 2093 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



INDEX. XI 

SynopaU No. 
Duty on — 

MnsiiDal strings, oovered , - 2415 

Necklaces of beads 214fr 

Painted glass-lantern slides S319 

Paper fnlminating caps 2342 

Parian-ware 2547 

Percassion caps - : ... 2150 

Preserved tamarinds 2283 

Rnbber ponches 2169 

Sawed Inmber 243^ 

Sheepskins with wool on 2089 

Silk and cotton mufflers 2550 

Silk embroideries , 2425 

Silk head-nets 2337 

Small glass mirror-plates :.. 2407 

Sugar-cane ' 2068 

Swiss maslins 2400 

Terra alba 2485 

Timber, squared or hewn. 2406 

Tin cans exported, and returned filled with fish 2435' 

Valentines ^ 2125 

Varnish 2537 

Violin-case 2427 

Wool elastic webbing - 2455 

Wool guipure lace 2276. 

Wools, carpet ,. . - ^ - 2474 

Wools, washed ^. ; ....'..... 2529 

E. 
Earthenware — 

Match-safes, classification of 2395 

Toys, classification of - 2503 

Embroidered — 

Silk trimmings 2158 

Wool, Polonaise patterns 2352 

Embroideries, silk ..-.* - 2425 

Emigrants, teams of 2388 

Emery, whetstones of 2079 . 

Encaustic tiles, classification of J 2419 

Enfieuraged oils 2543 

Eugraxings — 

Dutyon 2416 

On iron, duty on 2092 

On wood, American artists .' 2468 

Enrolment and license, issue of 2408, 2412 

Entries by express companies 2560 

Entry— . ' 

nd clearance of smiall boats •. 2411 

Of goods transported on immediate transportation bonds 2575 

Upon pro-forma invoices 2334 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Xn INDEX. 

SynopticHo. 

Ei^\inion permits 2249. 

EzploBive sabfitanoes on steam-yessels ^ 2545 

Ex|>ortation of damaged goods for repairs « 2081 

Export bonds — 

Cancellation of , 2314 

. Saretieeon 2121 

Express charges 2086,2087 

Express companies as consignees, entries by 2560 

. Extraordinary charges on entry. 2546 

F. 

Fees— 

Admeasorement of vessels 2088 

Admeasunag Spanish vessels * 2216 

Consular, on invoices 2453 

Costs, and mileage : 2123 

Castoms seals 2359 

Entry, coastwise 2394 

Beinspection of steamboats 2331 

Bewarehonsing entry 2106 

Steamboat, not emolaments : 2253 

Weighing salt 2286 

Figares cast in metal in imitation of bronze or marble 2163 

Filter-linen, classification of , 2405 

Fisheries — 

Salt withdrawn from warehouse fai use in 2410 

Vessels engaged in, not to pay tax on tonnage 2100, 2179» 2304 

Fish- 
Caught in Canadian waters.. 2285 

III barrels 2160 

In tin cans 2301 

Fishing-craft, smuggling in •. 2387 

Blags, display of 2-162 

Flax and worsted, manufactures of. 1 2134 

Foreign — 

Seamen, rate of charge for care of ^ 2166 

Vessels sold for repairs not entitled to American papers 2208 

Free entry — 

American goods 2126,2252,2432,2440,2492,2528 

Books 2354,2355,2549,2567 

Lumber, the product of Maine 2217 

Paintings, &c., imported for exhibition 2120 

Personal effects of tourists 2119 

Samples : 2311 

Works of art 2072 

Frontiers, baggage on northeastern and northwestern 2353 

Fulminating caps, paper 2342 

Funeral palls, classification of 2230 

Furniture and tackle of vessels wrecked in American waters 2188 

Furs brought by Indians from British North America 2315 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



SynopaUHa 

Galvaaized-iion wire, damage allowance 2451 

Gauge for wire 3438 

Gaagingof malt liqaora in bottles - S384 

Gems, imitation, nnset 8153, S535 

General appraisers' diBtricte 2196 

General average charges 2324 

German sausages, classification of ^ 2820 

Gin in jags, no damage allowance 2130 

Glass balls for Christmas-trees, dMsiflcation of 2147 

Glass mirror-plates, duty on 2407 

Gloves — 

Cloth, of wool or wonted 2358 

Knit, of wool 2473 

Goods— 

In bond from New Haven to Canada via New York 2528 

In warehonse, when to be transferred to other packages 2168 

On shipboard February 10, 1675 6155 

On shipboard February 10, 1875, and transshipped ^.. 2184 

Shipped by two or more bonded routes .; 2243 

Government moneys, deposit of 2561 

Grain- 
Imported to be ground, dutiable 2157 

Warehoosing in bond 2067 

Great Britain— 

And Ireland, importation of cattle and hides from 2488 

Importation of hides not production of that country 2563 

Gum — 

Ammoniac, classification of 2235 

Galbannm 2506 

H. 

HaUing port of a vessel 2162,2821 

Haiphong and Hanoi, ports of 2502 

Hair-pins, steel i 2140 

Harmonicas, classification of 2418,2466 

Hat trimmings, of brass, metal, &c., classification of 2551 

Hemp twine, duty on 2572 

Herring or other fish, in barrels, classification 2160 

Hides from Great Britain , 2563 

Horns, brass, as toys 2111 

Hospital dues- 
Collection of 2167,2175,2421 

Returns 2251,2437 

To be paid before documenting vessels, or eiitry 2223 

Horses — 

And vehicles from Canada •- - 2439,2553 

Exported to be trained 2190,2487 

Imi^rted by Indians 2191 

Hypothetical questions ; 2185 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



XIV INDEX. 

I. 

Synopaia.Ko. 

Imitation japanning, olassifioation ^ 2272 

Imitation of preoiooB stones, not set, dnty on 2153,2535 

Immediate transportation — 

Bonds, cancellation of - 2378 

Bonds, entry of goods transported on 2575 

Date of importation of goods 2349 

Hegnlations : : -. 2339,2562 

Immigrant's effects, oatli to entry 2239 

Immigrants, new implements imported by '. 2369 

Ifloreased dnty, goods entered for transportation under act Jnly 14, 1870 2204 

Indian — 

Department, regnlations for ageirts and disbursing officers 2122 

Hed.. 2132 

Indians — 

Horses imported by , 2191 

Furs imported by i.. ..^ 2315 

Inks, use of 2442 

Insane seamen,, care of - . 2199 

* Insect-pQwder, dnty on.^ - ., 2364 

' Inspection — 

Of small launches and yachts .• 2183 

Of steam canal-boats....'. 2278 

Of steam pleasure yachts 2313,2326 

Of steam-vessels owned by State ..., 1 2346 

Of steam-vessels i 2423 

Intermediate ports 2277 

Intemal-revenne stamps, affixing of, before importation 2218, 2341 

International Exhibition 12192, 2228, 2247, 2482, 2512, ^16, 2524, 254^1, 255^ 

Invoices — 

Consular 2576 

Consular fees on 2453 

Cunency to be used in -^. ---*- -..-'. .2103,2262,2636 

' Ck>ods for International Exhibition 2516 

Scoich-granite monuments 2456 

Valuation of merchandise ,..—....... 2287 

Iron in blooms, classification of ^ •.. 2152 

Iron, old 2080 

Iron ore, valuation of ^. 2071 

Italian cloths, classification of 2173,2392 

. J- 

Japanese wax, classificat ion of 2225 

Judgments, remission of.: , 2520 

Jute- 
Butts, dnty on. .^ 2336. 

Machinery for manufacture of 2254,2371,2499 

Rejections, ^uty on 2097 
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K. 

SynopaU Ho. 

Kaleidoscopes, classlfioatioa of 2306 

Kentledge as ballast 8088 

Kiudergarteu, articles for parposes of 8076 

Kissengen salts, duty on .' 2271 

Lace, beaded-silk 2141 

Lauding cortilicates 2449 

Lantern slides of painted glass, duty on *. 2319 

Lead seals and wires 2267,2359,2484,2530 

Lenses, reimportation of .- 2104 

Libraries, books imported for 2549,2567 

Licenses — 

For iiliens 2297 

For yachts 2091 

Licensing of pilots : 2279 

Linen dama-sks, duty on ^72 

Linen lap-robes with worsted strips 2374 

Liqnoiv, marks and brands on 2461 

Lobster and fish, in tin cans 2301 

Lnmber — 

Daty on sawed : 2431 

Pine, clasbification of 2102 

Sycamore, dressed - .- 2226 

The product of Maine 2217 

M. 

Mace, oil of '. 2506 

Machinery — 

For manufacture from fibre of ramie, jute, or flax 2254, 2371, 2499 

Of American vessels wrecked in foreign waters 2282 

Of vessels, landed for repairs... 2255 

Part steel, classification of 2361 

Madder, prepared, and paint 2074 

Magic lanterns, classification of .' 2569 

Mail, importation through 2321,2375,2555 

Malt- 
Extract, classification of 2338 

Liquors, breaka8;e allowance 2308 

Liquors in bottles, gauging of 2384 

Manufactures of flax and worsted ^ 2134 

liarine documents, issue of 2305 

Marine-hospital — 

Assessment and collection of dues 2167 

Oare of foreign seamen, rate of charge for 2166 

Care of insane seamen 2199 

Collection of dues 2175,2421,2437 
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XVI IKDXX. 

Fund, reimbnnements from S905 

NomenolattiTe of diseases in reports , 2161 

Patients 2198 

Seamen not subject to hospital tax 9310 

Servioe, examinations for medical oorps*. 2178 

Yeriflcation of returns .......: 2SB1 

Marking damaged goods 2565 

Marks and brands on imported iiqnors 2461 

Materials for manufacture of regalia '. 2180 

Matting, China floor, reduction of duty on.. 2077 

Meats preserved in tin cans, classification of 2356 

Medical and surgical repprts, returns of 2161 

MerohandiBe — 

AppraisMnent of ^ 2266 

Invoice valuation of , 2287 

Must be entered at port of destination specified in manifest 2139 

Not invoiced not to be withdrawn for transportation, Ae 2115 

On cars, triplicate manifest to be filed 2096 

Mescal, duty on 2448 

Metric system, weights and measures of 2362 

Mexican- 
Goods, shipment in transit through United States 2511 

Onyx^ classification of i. 2306 

Mileage, fees, and costs *-... 2123 

Millet-^eed, duty on. 2093 

Mixed goods 2131,2170,2464 

Models or samples, capable of being used 2156 

Moss, dyed, classificatioti of.... , 2518 

Musical- 
Instruments and strings, classification of 2510 

Strings of gut, classification of 2519 

Strings, covered, duty on 2415 

Mutton, dressed .• 2326 

If. 

Names of vessels, painting of J 2296 

Naval officers, treatment of... * 2475 

Necklaces of beads, dutv on 2149 

New implements imported by immigrants, dutiable 2369 

Nitre cakes, classification of 2370 

Norse German line of steamships ^ 2391 

Nursing-bottles, duty on fittings for 2340 

O. 

Oaths— 

Of owneir of goods shipped on transportation entry 2&15 

Of shippers 2144 

Of subordinate officers , ^ 9360 

To entry of immigrants' effects... ........' 2239 
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INDSZ. XXU 

SysoptiB No. 

OfBoenof AmerioanTeMeU 2446 

Official postage staiiiiM 8166 

Oil- 
Carriage of, on steam-TesMla 2S157 

Enflearaged, classification of ^ 2543 

Of mace 2506 

Or spirits tnrpentine, stowage 2320 

Old lK>ilers, Qse of 2182,2317 

Onyx— 

Beads/classification of 2534 

Mexican 2306 

Orange jaioe, classification of 2345 

Original documents, antlienticated copies to be fiimished of 2108 

Ornaments of silk and brass < ...i 2566 

Oswego, designation as port of slii|toent of goods in transit through United 

States 2248 

F. 

Pacific ocean, shoal waters in 2459 

Packages, cording of. 2526 

Painted- 
China , 2504 

Glass lantern slides '. 2319 

Paintings, 4bc.— 

Imported for exhibition 2120 

For religions societies , 2232 

Paint- 
Indian red 2132 

In tubes, classification of 2299 

Pahn>oil soap, crude 2434 

Paper — 

Fulminating caps, duty on 2342 

To be printed and exported, dutiable - 2206 

Parian-ware, duty on 2547 

Passenger-boats, built for freight-boats, water-tight bulkheads 2^05 

Pattern-cards, dutiable 2383 

Pedestals of statues, classification of 2264 

Penal duty — 

For undenraluation on entry. , ., 2069, 2344 

On commission charges i 2214 

On goods advanced by appraisers 2454 

On goods entered by pro-forma invoice 2365 

On omitted commission charges 2368 

Penaltonnage-tax 2531 

Pencil-leads, classification of 2617 

Percussion- 
Caps, duty on .... , 2150 

Casetffor cartridges, classification of 2148 

ii 
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XVIII IJTDBX. 

, Synopais No. 

Perfumery, alcoholic 2379 

Personal effects — 

Of toarists arriving from abroad 2119 

Of travellers through United States 2491 

Petroleum, transportation of 2332,2241 

Philosophical instruments imported by professors 2256 

Pianos, small, as toys i 2107 

Pilots- 
Are seamen ^ 2309 

Licensing of. w 2279 

Pine lumber, classification of - 2102 

Plaster- 
Adhesive 2078 

Cracked^rock,' classification of '. 2573 

Figures, classification of 2544 

Grouncl, used as fertilizer ^ 2159 

Statuary for churches -.... 2385 

Port of destination specified in manifest is port of «ntry 2139 

Porta of entry for goods in transit through the United States 2242, 2275 

Portuguese milreis, value of : : 2401 

Powers of attorney.... 1 ,....2189,2417,2481 

Premium ou exchaoge i ^ 2443 

Preserved tamarinds, duty. on .' ^ — -. 2283 

Printing and postage stamps : 2165 

Pro-forma invoices, entry on 2334,2365 

Prohibited — 

Importation of cattle and hides from Great Britain And Ireland 2488, 2563 

Importation of cattle from Spain 2373,2457,2467 

Prospective importations, questions relating to 2185 

Protests and appeals 2389 

R. 

Railway cars, sealing of : 2083 

Records 6f the Department, authenticated copies of documents to be fiirnished . . 2108 

Regalia — 

Church i 2290 

For religious societies 2164, 2230 

Materials for manufacture of '. . : 2180 

Registry of foreign vessels i '. 2413 

Regulations — 

Allowance for excess of weight 251$ 

Bonded railway lines 2505 

Disbursing oflicers aud agents of Indian department 2122 

Free importation of goods 2192 

For International Exhibition 2482 

Transportation, of merchandise to, from, and through the British posses- 
sions in North America 2171,2202 
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IKBBX. XIX 

SynopaU No. 

Beimportatioiis of articles sent abroad for repairs 2104 

Baimportationof goods in warehouse 2346 

Remission of jadgments 2520 

Reports to Commissioner of Customs 2197 

Bequtsitions for books, blanks, stationery, &o 2210 

Reshipment of goods in bond from port of delivery. 2212 

Returns — 

Duties on articles not entered by certified invoice 2393 

Medical and surgical reports 2161 

Property 2187 

Bewarehousing entry, fees for '. 2106 

Rice flour, classification of 2446 

Rubber— 

And silk, and other materials, manufactures of 2170 

Pouches, duty on '. 2169 

Rugi},^lassification of large 2577 

S. 

Sacks containing seeds, dutiable..... 2129 

Samples — 

Free entry of. 1 2311 

Or models, capable of being used 2156 

Salt—. 

In bond, restrictions concerning 22P9 

In sacks, not a perishable article '. 2172 

Withdrawn for salting seines 2323 

Withdrawn frjTm warehouse for use in fisheries 2471' 

Scotch-granite monuments, invoices of 2456 

Scrap-books, classification of 2l09 

Seamen — 

Care of insane 2199 

Pilots are 2309 

Seamen's time-book, distribution of 2430 

Seed-wheat 2427 

Seizure of steam-vesSels ,. 2274 

Sheepskins — 

Dressed with wool on 2269 

With wool on, duty on 2089 

Sheep-wash, carbolic acid 2426 

Shipboard, instructions relative to goods on 2155 . 

Shoal waters in Pacific ocean 2459 

Silk— 

And brass ornaments, classification of 2566 

And cotton mufflers, duty on 2559 

Cloaks lined with fur, classification of 2463 

Cotton, flax, wool, and worsted mixed goods 2464 

Embroideries •. 2425 

Head-nets, duty on 2337 
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XX XBTDBZ. 

SynoMia No. 

Lade, beaded, olaasifioation of T 2141 

Regalia for religious sooieties 2164 

Trimmings for dreeses, claaeificatiou o^ 2156 

Silver- 
Bullion and coins : 2112 

Coin receivable for duties 2099 

Slates, counting of 2396 

Slipper carpeting, classification of 2452 

Smuggled goods, abstract of 2265 

Smugglihg in fishing craft 2387 

Sooieties — 

Beneficial, books for, dutiable, 2355 

Beligious, books for, free 2354 

Religious, plaster statuary for 2385 

Religious, paintings for. .2332 

Religious, silk regalia..... 2164 

South American doubloon ". 2574 

Spain- 
Importation of cattle from 2373 

Importation of cattle from Cadiz 2457 

Importation of cattle from Seville 2467 

Spanish vessels, discriminating duty on goods imported in 2073 

Special agents, reports of 2347 

Spirits- 
Domestic, manufactured, in bond, for exportation 2578 

Of turpentine,' carriage of, on steam- vessels 2257 

Sprats in oil .* ... 2136 

Steamboat fees not emoluments 2253 

Steam canal-boats, inspection of. - 2278 

Steam-dredges, importation of 2328 

Steel- 
Hair-pins, classification of... 2140 

Wood-screws -. 2465 

Stencilling damaged goods 2213 

Stereoscopes and views for exblibition in United States, dutiable 2366 

Still-wines, allowance for breakage 2250 

Stone, imported under contract with United States 2096 

Strings for musical, instruments 2510,2519,2415 

Sugar — 

Cane, duty on 2068 

Drawback allowance on 2312,2554 

In warehouse, classification of 2273 

Which arrived March 3, 1875 2168 

Sumac, extract of 2095 

Sureties-:- 

On export bonds of distilled spirits 2121 

On bonds 2564 
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INDEX. XXI 

SynofMl* Ka 

Sweden and Korway, veasels of 3038 

SwiM maslina, duty on 3400 

Syoamore. lumber, duty on 2S96 

T. 

Tampa, within district of Key West 2194 

Tea-boxeB, laoqnored, dutiable 241W 

Teams of emigrants « 2388 

. Terra alba, duty on 2485 

Timber—* 

For wagon-tongues, sawed 2070 

Hewn, duty on 2348 

Squared or hewn, duty on 2406 

Tin- 
Cans, exported and returned filled with fish, duty on 2435 

Piat^Ji, prepared to imitate japanning 2272 

Tobacco — 

Clippings and cuttings, classification of 2486 

Exportation of domestic 2450 

Scraps, classification of 2222 . 

Tonnage tax — 

Alien 2399 

Collection of 2081,2244 

On Belgian and other foreign vessels 2322, 2397 

Penal 2531 

Returns of yessels paying 2542 

Vessels engaged in fisheries not to pay ...2100,2179,2304 

Tonquin, opening of port of 2502 

Toys- 
Small brass horns ^ 2111 

Small pianos 2107 

Transfers— 

Of Qoirerument proper.ty 2382 

To other packages of goods in warehouse ^ 2186 

Transit through Canada, way-bills for goods 2294 

Transshipped goods on shipboard, February 10, 1875 2184 

TravellerH passing through United States, personal effects of 2491 

Transportation — 

And exportation :. 2258 . 

Charges on entry 2539 

Entry, owner's oath ; 2515 

Of merchandise under act of July 14, 1870 2339,2562,2575 

Of merchandise to. from, and through British possessions in North 

America 2171,2202 

Of merchandise valued at less than |100 2211 

Of petroleum on steam-vessels .,. .'^ 2241 

Treaty of Washington, shipments under 2420 

Triplicate manifest of merchandise on car 2096 
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XXn INDEX. 

V. 

Synopsis No. 

Unclaimed goods, date of importation 2441 

Undervaluation on entry, penal duty for .2069, 2344 

V. 

Valentines, duty on 2125 

Valuation of iron ore : 2071 

Value — 

Austrian florin 2391 

Chinese tael 2550 

Currency of Cuba 2494,2350 

Declared on entry not to be reduced by certified invoice value 2146 

Doubloon of South America 2574 

Foreign currencies - 2066 

Importations, dutiable 2557 

Invoices, currency to be stated in 2262 

Moneys of Argentine Confederation 2470 

Parts of dollar included in dutiable 2376 

Portugese milreis 2401 

Varnish, assessment of duty on 2637 

Vohicles bri aging passengers and merchandise from Canada 2403 

Vermuth, duty on 2367 

Vessels — 

Admeasurement of closed-in spaces 2195 

Admeasurement of foreign ., ^ 2404 

Admeasurement of small 2469 

Alien tonnage dues 2399" 

Belgian and other foreign, tonnage tax ^ 2322 

Constructing, for foreign trade; goods withdrawn from warehouse 2137, 

2219,2381,2409,2414 

Deposit of registers in Cuba .' 2398 

Documenting barges *.. 2215 

Documenting barges and ferry-boats 2501 

Engaged in fisheries not to pay tonnage tax 2100, 2179, 2304 

Entry and clearance of small boats 2411 

Fees for admeasurement 2088 

Fees for admeasuring Spanish 2216 

Final clearance coastwise ; 2333 

Foreign, sold for repairs 2208 

From foreign ports, boardiirg of .' 2245 

Goods withdrawn from warehouse, used in repair 2207, 2444, 2479 

Hailing port : 2221 

Inspection fees to be paid before documenting • 2177 

Issue of enrolment. .' 2408 

Issue of enrolment and license - « , ..^.^. 2412 

Issue of marine documents ' 2305 

Names of. 2296 

Not of the United States -. 1.. 2288 
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INDEX. XXIII 

Sj^nopsis No. 
Vessels — 

Not to be documeuted 2224 

Officers of Aniericau 2445 

Payment of hospital dues reqaired before entry or docamenting. 2223 

Penal tonnage tax 2531 

Registry of foreign vessels 2413 

Replacing defaced marine documents 2433 

Returns of tonnage tax .'. 2542 

Small lakes, documenting, on 2284 

Small launches and yachts, inspection of 2183 

Sweden and Norway, admeasurement of ^ 2138 

Tonnage dues on Gorman yessels. . . : -. 2397 

Under thirty tons, no importations in 2€94 

United States 2327 

Wrecked in American waters, furniture and tackle 2188 

Yachts, licenses for 2091 

Yellow sheathing metal to repair 2137,2207,2219 

Vessels, steam— ^ 

Carriage of explosives - 2545 

Carriage of oil and spirits of turpentine 2257 

Inspection of...' /. 2423 

Inspection of canal-boats 2278 

Inspection of pleasure yachts ■ 2313,2326 

Machinery landed for repairs , 2255 

Owned by a State, inspection of 2346 

Reinspection of steamboats ;, 2331 

Seizure of 2274 

Stowage of oil or spirits of turpentlue 2320 

Transportation of petroleum on 2241, 2332 

UseofoldboUerson 2317,2336 

Violin-cases, duty on : 2427 



Wafers 2506 

Wagon- tongues, sawed timber for 2570 

Warehouses — 

Bonding of 2500 

Goods withdrawn for use in building ships for foreign trade. 2219, 2381, 2409, 2414 

Salt withdrawn for American fisheries 2410,2471 

Salt witlidrawu for salting seines 2323 

Rebate on articles withdrawn for repair of vessel 2137, 2207, 2479, 2444 

Traifbfer of goods to other packages 2186 

Warehousing grain in bond 2067 

Water-tight bulkheatls 2205 

Wax matches, classification of ". 2289 

Way-bills for goods Mhii)ped in transit through Canada 2294 , 

Webbing, wool, elastic - ^ 2455 

Wheat, classification of seed .- 2227 
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XXIT INDBX. 

Whetstoneeof emery 9079 

Whiskey^ American, retamed from abroad 2193 

Wines— 

eiaaaiaoation of 8367 

Deatruotion of worthlesa, imported 3084 

Liqaorsi 6co,, in bottles, damage allowance in lien of breakage 2116; 2142» 

2145, 2154, 2228, 2250, 2280, 2308 

Wire-gauge 2438 

Wire rope, withdrawn for construction of vessels 2381 

Wood pulp for making paper, classification of. 2428 

Wood-screws, steel 2465 

Woods, cabinet, sawed and split 2390 

Wools- 
Carpet, duty on 2474 

Classification for duty , i...:.. 2476 

Duty on washed : 2529 

Elastic webbing, duty on , 2455 

Embroidered polonaise patterns 2352 

Guipure lace, duty on 2276 

Knit gloves, classification of .' 2473 

, Shorn from American sheep abroad* 2538 

Works of art, free entry of 2072 

Worsted and flax, manufacture of 2134 

Yellow sheathing metal 2137,2207,2219 
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TO OOLLEOTORS OF CUSTOMS. 



Treasury Department, 

WcLshington, D. C, March. 11, 1876. 
The Decisions of the Department upon the construction to be given 
to the Tariff, Navigation Laws, and other Acts of Congress, for the 
month of January, 1875, are published herewith for the information 

of Officers of Customs. 

B. H. BEISTOW, 

Secretary. 
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(20GC.) 
Values given to Foreign Currencies in Cmtom-hotise Computations. 
Treasury Department, January 1, 1875. 

The following list of standard values of foreign currencies in the 
money of the United Stages will be used in the computation of customs 
duties from and after this day, and until otherwise provided by law 
and regulations, viz: 

Foreign moneys of account and their values in United. States money. 



Country. 



Monetary unit. 


Standaid. 


Value in 
U. S. money. 


Peso fuerte 


Gold 


#1.00 


ITlorin . 


Silver 


.45,3 


PrftnCf . T . 


Gold and silver 

Gold and silver 

Gold 


. 19, 3 
.96,5 
.54,5 


Dollar 


Milreis of 1,000 reis 


Gold 


1.00 


Pe»o 


Gold 


.91,2 


Dollar 


Silver 


.91,8 


Peso 


Gold 


.91,2 


Peso 


Gold 


.92,5 
.26^8 


Crown 


Gold 


Dollar 


Silver 


.9i;8 


Pound of 100 piasters. . . . 
Fmnc 


Gold 


4.97,4 


Gold and silver — 
Gold 


.19,3 
4. 86, 6^ 


Pound sterling 


Drachma 


Gold and silver 

Gold 


.19,3 


M'.:k 

Dollar 


.23,8 


Silver 


.95,2 


Yen 


Gold 


.99,7 
.43.6 


Snpee of 16 annas 

Lira 


Silver 


Gold and silver.... 
Gold 


.19.3 


Dollar 


1.00 


Dollar 


Silver 


.99,8 
.38.5 
.26,8 
1 00 


Florin 


Silver 


Crown ... . . 


Gold 


Peso 


Grold 


Dollar :.... 


Silver 


.91,8 
.92,5 
1.08,4 
.73,4 


Peso 


Gold 


Milreis of 1,000 reis 

Rouble of 100 copecks. . . 
Dollar 


Gold 


Silver 


Gold 


1 00 


Peseta of 100 centimes . . . 
Crown 


Gold and silver. . . . 
Gold 


..19,3 
.26,8 
.19,3 
.82,9 
.11,8 
.04,3 
.91,8 
.94,9 


Franc 


Gold and silver — 
Silver 


Mahbub of 20 plasters... 

Piaster of 16 caroubs 

Piaster 


Silver 


Gold . 


Peso 


Silver 


Pataoon 


Gold 







Argentine Republic 

Austria ; 

Belgium - 

Bolfvia 

Brazil : 

British Possessions in North America. . 

Bogota 

Central America 

Chili 

Cuba 

Denmaa-k 

Ecuador 

Egypt 

France 

Great Britain , 

Greece 

German Empire 

Hayti 

Japan , 

India 

Italy 

Liberia 

Mexico 

Netherlands 

Norway 

Paraguay 

Peru 

Porto Rico 

Portugal 

Russia 

Sandwich Islands 

Spain 

Sweden 

Switzerland ^ 

Tripoli 

Tunis 

Turkey 

United States of Colombia 

Uruguay 



The above rates will be taken in estimating the values of all foreign 
merchandise made out in any of said currencies, imported on or after 
January 1, 1875. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 
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(2067.) 
Warehousing Grain in Bond* 

Tbbasuby Dbpabtmbnt, January 4, 1875* 

Gentlemen: Your commanication of December 24 is received, 
stating the circamst-ances under which certain grain forwarded in bond 
from Oswego to New York, has heretofore been permitted to lie in 
the vessels carrying it, the bonds being extended so as to cover winter 
storage in that manner. You state that information is now received 
by yon that all such bonded grain must be put in store or exported. 

The Department has not at any time authorized constructive storage, 
such as that described by you as having been the practice with your 
shipments. Dutiable merchandise cannot be allowed to remain in 
vessels in that manner, unless frozen in^ or by stress or severity of 
weather detained, while in course of transportation and before reach- 
ing an open . port On arrival at such x>ort, if no disposition of the 
merchandise is immediately practicable, the vessel must be put in 
charge of an officer of the customs, whose compensation must be 
charged against the goods. 

The enclosed circular of this Department, dated December 24, 1874, 

more ftilly states the requirements in such cases. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BEI8TOW, 

Secretary. 
Messrs. Faxung & Bunbbll, OsicegOj K Y. 



(2068.) 
Duty an Sugar Cane. 

Tbeasuby Depabtment, January 4, 1876. 

Sib : To your inquiry of the 28th ultimo, as to the rate of duty 

which should be imposed upon sugar cane imported for purposes 

other than for propagation or cultivation, I reply that this article 

should be classified as an unenumerated raw or unmanufactured 

article, subject to a duty of 10 per centum ad valorem, under section 

2516 of the llevised Statutes. 

I am, very respectfhlly, 

B. fl. BEISTOW, 

Secretary. 
OoiiLEOTOB OF CUSTOMS, New Orleans^ La. 
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(2069.) 
Undervaltuition of Goods — AdditicnaX duty on. 

Tbeasubt Departmbnt, January 5, 1875. 

SIR : I am in receipt of your letter of the 26th ultimo, presenting 
the question as to the basis upon which additional duty shall be 
assessed where goods are undervalued in excess of ten per cent.' 

Section 2909 of the Eevised Statutes provides that there shall be 
^Mevied and collected on such merchandise 20 per cent, of the duty 
imposed on the same when fairly invoiced." This section seems to 
have been taken verbatim from the act of August 30, 1842, section 
17, (5 Stat., 548,) except that there is a change in the percentage of 
additional duty to be imposed. 

The act of March 3, 1865, section 7, under which additional duty 
for undervaluation was assessed prior to the passage of the Bevised 
Statutes, is also found embodied in section 2900 of the latter, which 
fact seems to have escaped your notice. 

Under the circumstances, the Department will continue to recognize 
the act of 1865, reproduced in section 2900 of the Eevised Statutes, 
as still in force in all respects, without regard to any apparent con- 
flict between its provisions and those of section 290d, which question 
must be left to the courts to determine. 

Ypu will please be governed in your practice by the views above 

expressed. 

I am, v^ry respectfully, 

B. fl. BEISTOW, 

Secretary, 
Collector op Customs, Boston. 



(2070.) 
Duty on Colored Clay Pipes. 

Treasury Departjojnt, January 5, 1875. 

Sir : Your communication of December 29 last was duly received, 
transmitting the appeal (5823 c) of J. P. Sarrazin against your assess- 
ment of duty at the rate of $1 50 per gross and 75 per centum ad 
valorem, on certain " clay pipes," colored and fitted with India-rubber 
bands — samples of which were also enclosed. 

It appears that the pipes in question are colored and varnished, and 
prepared with India-rubber bauds at the mouth-piece. The appellant 
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admits these changes in their character from the ordinary clay pipes, 
but alleges that in other instances they have been passed at 35 per 
centum ad valorem, less 10 jyer ceutam, as ordinary clay pipes. 

The Department has heretofore considered the question presented in 
this appeal, and in decisions dated resi)ectively October 19, 1864, and 
March 4, 1874, has held that clay ])ipes, colored and ornamented, and 
fitted in this manner with bands, are not the "pipes, common or white,'' 
described in the tariff, and dutiable at 35 per centum ad valorem, bat, 
on the contrary, under the category of all other smoking x)ipes and 
pipe bowls, for which the rate of duty prescribed is $1 60 per gross 
and 75 per centum ad valorem. 

Your assessment as above is therefore affirmed. 

The invoice is herewith returned. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BEISTOW, 

Secretary. 
OOLLEGTOB OP CUSTOMS, Neu) Orleans. 



(2071.) 
iron Ore — Valuation of. 

Tbeasuby Depabtmbnt, January 7, 1875. 

Sis : Enclosed find copy of report of Special Agent Heichhold, re- 
lating to the valuation and weighing of iron ore imported at several 
ports of the lake frontier. 

The Department approves the recommendations of the special agent 
as regards the value of the ore and the necessity for properly determin- 
ing the quantity. Your attention is also requested to the statement 
that the value placed upon such ores should not be limited to <<the cost 
of digging and transporting to the place of shipment, but should be 
valued at the place of shipment, the same as ores of the same quality 
and richness" shipped at other places. This guide to the value is to 
be followed when no open-market price exists at such place by which 
the value can be determined. 

You are also informed that, no law exists for the admission of mer- 
chandise dutiable by weight, without proper determination of such 

weight. 

I am, very respectfully. 

By order: J. F. HARTLEY, 

Assistant Secretary. 
OoLLEGTOB OP CUSTOMS, Cleveland^ Ohio. 
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(2072.) 
Free Entry of Worlcs of Art. 

Treasury Department, January 12, 1875. 

Sir : Your letter of the 6th instant is received, relative to the appli- 
cation of Flaira Cardoni, for free entry of a statue, alleged to have 
been made by an American artist. It appears that the artist is a citi- 
zen of the United States; that the model was produced in this coun- 
try, and that the execution was ordered abroad, the artist remaining 
here. The question whether such execution carries with it the legal 
right to exemption from duty would be open to doubt, but in all cases 
where free entry is claimed for a work of art, the fact that it is the 
production of an American artist must be verified by the certificate of 
a consul or minister of the United States, endorsed upon the written 
declaration of the artist. In the absence of such certificate, in the 
present case the application must be denied. 
Very respectfully, 



Surveyor op Customs, Louisville^ Ky. 



B. H. BEISTOW, 

Secretary. 



(2073.) 
Discriminating Duty on Goods Imported in Spanish Vessels. 

Treasury Department, January 12, 1876. 

Sir : Your letter of the 26th of September last is received, trans- 
mitting the appeal, dated May 27, 1874, of E. Ping & Co., fix)m your 
decision assessing discriminating duty at the rate of 10 per cent, ad 
valorem on certain molasses imported by them from Cuba per Spanish 
brig "Anita,'' April 8, 1874. 

It appears that the merchandise, being imported fi^om Cuba in a^ 
Spanish vessel, was liable to the discriminating duty as assessed by 
you, under section 2502 of the Eevised Statutes, and article 284 of the 
Customs Eegulations, which prescribe that "upon merchandise brought 
from Cuba and Porto Rico in Spanish vessels this discriminating im- 
post duty still attaches.'' 

Your decision is therefore affirmed. 

I am, very respectfully, 

J. F. HAETLBY, 



Collector of Customs, New Torh. 



Assistant Secretary • 
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(2074.) 
" Madder, Prepared,^ and Paint, 

Treasury Department, January 18, 1875. 

Sir: Your commanication of January 13 is received, transmittiug 
protest and appeal (8580 c) of Messrs. Pelter & Leathe, against the 
assessment of duty, at the rate of 25 per cent, ad valorem, on certain 
oil colors in lead tubes, claimed by them to be " madder, prepared." 

The claim of the appellants is that the article in question is entitled 
to distinction under the tenns " madder, ground and prepared," of the 
free list. The distinction made by the appraiser in this case, how- 
ever, and sustained by you, is held by the Department to be correct. 
The article is changed in form from the condition as described, as 
"madder, prepared," and is advanced to the condition of a paint or 
color, and, as such, is chargeable with duty at 25 i)er cent, ad valorem, 
as assessed by you. 

Your decision is therefore affirmed. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BEISTOW, 

Secretary, 

Surveyor op Customs, 8t Louis j Mo. 



(2075.) 
Colored Cottons. 



Treasury Department, January 21, 1875. 

Sir : Your letter of January 11 is received, with enclosure of copy 
of a former letter of December 14, ultimo, both relating to the proper 
rate of duty on certain colored cottons imported at your port and now 
in warehouse under bond. 

You inquire whether the rate of duty on colored cottons, under 100 
threads to the square inch, is 5^ cents to the square yard and 10 per 
cent, ad valorem, or 5^ cents to the square, yard and 20 per cent ad 
valorem. 

In reply, you are informed that the rates prescribed in Schedule A, 
first paragraph, clearly apply to the goods in question^ namely, 5^ cents 
to the square yard and 10 per cent. ad valorem, if not exceeding 100 
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threads to the square inch, and exceeding in weight five ounces to the 
square yard. 

If finer and lighter, they would pay 6^ cents to the square yard and 
20 per cent, ad valorem. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 

SUEVBYOR OF CUSTOMS, 8t Louis. 



(2076.) 
Articles for Kindergarten Purposes, 

Treasury Department, January 22, 1875. 

Sir : Your letter of the 18th of November last is received, trans- 
mitting the appeal, (3854 c,) datM January 11, 1874, of Wells, Fargo & 
Co., from your decision assessing duty oy certain maps, &c., imported 
in the "Parthia,'' June 9, 1874. 

The appellants claim that the articles in question are exempt from 
duty because they are specially imported for the use of an institution 
of learning, (school and Kindergarten,) Gramercy Park, New York. 

The appraiser reports the articles to be "a variety of figures made 
of wood and paper, and maps," and that they are known technically 
and commercially as Kindergarten materials or implementi for the 
instruction of children by object lessons. 

Such being the case, the Department is of opinion that the articles, 
as they are specially imported for the use of an institution established 
for educational purposes, are entitled to free entry as claimed. 

You are therefore directed to reliquidate the entry accordingly, and, 

if necessary, to take the usual steps for refunding the duties to the 

importers. 

I am, very respectfully, 

By order: J. F. HAETLBY, 

Assistant Secretary, 
Collector of Customs, New York, 



(2077.) 

China Floor Matting — Reduction of , Duty on. 

Treasury Department, January 23, 1875. 

Sir : Your letter of October 21, 1874, is received, transmitting the 
appeal, (2287c,) dated September 12, 1874, of Hadden & Co., from 
your decision assessing duty, without a reduction of 10 per cent., on 
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certain Ohina floor matting^ imported per ^^ Anna Dorathea,'' July 16, 
1874. 

The importers claim a redaction of 10 per cent, off the duty on the 
gronndy as alleged, that the matting is a manofactore of straw. 

Tbe special report of the appraiser on the appeal, and an ezamina- 
tion of a sample, clearly show that the matting is not mann&ctured 
from straw, but from grass or rashes, vegetable substances qaite separate 
and distinct from straw. 

Bach being the case, the matting is not entitled to the redaction of 
dnty claimed, and therefore your decision is affirmed. 
I am, very respectfally, 

CHA8. F. OO^JlST, 

AeHng Secretary. 
CoLLBOTOB OF GusTOMS, Ifew York. 



(2078.) 
Adhesive Plaster. 



TBBijanBY Dbpabtmbnt, January 2Sy 1875. 

Sib : Your letter of the 21st of November last is received, trans- 
mitting the appeal, (4009 c,) dated November. 18, 1874, of Gutler Bros. 
& Co., from your decision assessing duty at the rate of 40 per o6nt. ad 
valorem on certain adhesive plaster in rolls, imported per ^< Samaria,'' 
fh>mJLiverpool. 

The Department, on the 8th of October last, decided that such plas- 
ter when spread on cloths was liable to duty as aforesaid, as a med- 
icinal preparation not otherwise provided for, and it now concurs with 
yoa in the opinion that, as the article in question is a preparation 
intended and used for medicinal purposes, such diecision is equaUy 
applicable to the present case. 

Your decision id affirmed. 

I am, very respectfhlly. 
By order: J. F. HAETLBY, 

Assistamt Secretary. 

OoLLBOTOB OF OtrsTOMs, Boston. 
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(2079.) 
" Whetstones^ of Emery. 

Tebasuby Department, Ja/nuary 23, 1876. 

Sm : Yoar commanicatioii of the 15tli inst., reporting on the appeal 
(7664 o) of William Frankfarth & Co., from your decision assessing duty 
at the rate of 20 per cent, on certain " whetstones," manufactures of 
emery, is received. 

Tour report that the articles are not hones, or pieces of stone cut for 
the purpose, but are manufgictures of emery, with other materials con- 
stituting a ni,anufactured article not enumerated, and claimed by you 
to be dutiable as such at 20 per cent, ad valorem. 

The fftct being admitted that the manufacture in question is not an 
actual stone cut in any manner, your decision is hereby aflOrmed. 

Yery respectfully, 

CHAS. F. CONANT, 

Acting Secretary. 
CoLLEOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Milwaukee, Wis. 



(2080.) 
Old Iron. 



Tbeasuby Department, January 26, 1876. 

Sm : Your letter of the 24th ultimo is received, transmitting the 
appeal (7964 e) of William S. Sibson from your decision assessing duty 
at the rate of 1 cent per pound, less 10 p^ cent., on certain 48 tons of 
iron imported by "Caribou" on thfe 16th ultimo. 

It appears, from your report, that the iron in question is old and has 
been in use abroad as part of a railway bridge; that it consists of 
round uron, five inches in diameter, in lengths varying from two to ten 
feet, with a hole, an inch in diameter, in each length ; and that it is 
unfit for use in its present condition without further manufacture. 

Under these circumstances, the Department is of opinion that the, 
appeal is well taken, and that the said iron is dutiable at the rate of 
$8 per ton, less 10 per cent, under the provision for " wrought scrap 
iron of every description," contained in Schedule B of the Eevised 
Statutes. 
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You will, therefore, reliquidate the entry accordingly, and, if neces- 
sary, fbrward to the Department a certified statement (article 536 of 
the Eegalations) for a refand of the excess of duties collected. 

Very respectfhUy, 

CHA8. F. CONANT, 

Acting Secretary. 
OoLLBOTOB OF CUSTOMS, PortUmdj Oregon, 



(2081.) 
Eoopiyrtatwn of Damaged 06odsfor Repairs. 

Tbbasuby Department, January 26, 1876. 

Sm: In reply to your communication of the 22d instant, inquiring 
whether an article imported from Switzerland, alleged to be damaged, 
may be exported for the purpose of repair and be reimported free of 
duty, or subject to dutiable charges on the value of the repairs, you 
are informed that no provision of law exists for such reimportation, 
without payment of such duty as would attach to the entire value Of 
the article at the time it is imported. 

Very respectfully, 

CHA8. F. COFANT, 

Acting Secretary. ■ 
CoLLEOTOB OP CUSTOMS, Chicago. 



(2082.) 
Ballaat^^^ Kentledge^ as. 

Teeasuey Dbpaktmbnt, January 27, 1876. . 

Sm: Beferring to your letter of the 6th instant, and to the prior cor- 
respondence relating to certain so-called << kentledge," used as ball^ty 
and taken fr6m the wreck of the German ship "Ferdinand,'' destroyed 
by fire at your port in April, 1873, it appears from the testimony pro- 
duced in the case, that the article in question consisted of castings of 
itoD. from the residuum of furnaces, of very inferior quality, and "cast 
in blocks, one, two, and three feet in length, and about six inches 
square, with holes in the ends for lifting." 

In a parallel case, where iron kentledge, which had been used as 
ballast of a foreign vessel wrecked and dismantled in the district of 
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Barnstable, was landed and sold at that port, it was held, March 1, 
1873, (Synopsis 1440,) that, while the hall and parts thereof were not 
importations within the meaning of the law, and, therefore, not subject 
to daty, the kentledge, although used as ballast, was not part of the 
equipment of the vessel, and was liable to duty. On full consideration 
the Department adheres to the original decision, June 21, 1873. (See 
letter to you of that date.) The only question remaining is as to the 
proper classification for duty of the article in question. This is a 
casting from the residuum of iron, in form resembling pig iron, but of 
very interior quality and limited use, and not in any of its essentials 
the article contemplated by the statutes as pig iron. It is clearly a 
casting of iron, but of a description not specially enumerated in the 
statute, and is therefore dutiable at the rate of 30 per centum ad valo- 
rem, less 10 per cent., under the provision for ^' castings of iron not 
otherwise provided for." 

You will reliquidate the entry in this case accordingly, and forward 
to the Department a certified statement of the excess of duty paid. 
Very respectfully. 



Collector of Gustoics, Pensaoola. 



OHAS. F. CONANT, 

Acting iSecretary. 



(2083.) 
Sealing of Railway Cars. 
Treasury Department, January 28, 1875. 

Sir: The Department has had under consideration the conditions 
under which merchandise is laden for transit from the United States 
through Canada, for return to the United States; also, from Canada 
through the United States for export, and through the United States 
for import into Canada fh)m foreign countries. 

Paragraph 247 of the Customs Begulations of 1874 provides that 
all non-dutiable merchandise, the produce of the United States, so 
laden for transit through Canada, shall be sealed and certified at the 
port of departure in the United States, and remain thus fastened and 
sealed until they shall pass through such foreign territory aiid again 
arrive in the United States. 

The construction applied to this clause has not been uniform; in 
some cases the port of departure has been taken to be the place, or 
port, a^ which, the car was originally laden, and, in other cases, the 
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oonstractioii applied to it has been the actaal port of exit from the 
United States to Canada. 

On full consideration of the subject, it is held sufficient that such 
sealing, examination, and certification of manifests, take place at the 
port of departure from the United States into Canada. This will 
apply only to cars laden with merchandise of domestic origin, duty 
I>aid or free of duty. 

The directions contained in Department's letter to you, of November 
21, 1874, are modified accordingly. 

Respectfully, 

CHAS. F. CONANT, 

Acting Secretary, 
Collector op Customs, Boston^ Mass. 



(2084.) 
Destruction of Worthless Imported Wine. 

Tbbasury Department, January 28, 1875. 

Sir : Your report dated January 14 is received, in reply to Depart- 
ment's letter ^f 15th ultimo, explaining the practice at your port of 
destroying wine found to be sour and worthless, on importation. 

You state that the practice began in 1864, and was continued, 
although known to be unauthorized by law, because '^ the statute re- 
lating to damage allowances limits the appraisers to 50 per cent, allow- 
ance on a wholly worthless article." Also, that the collector at that 
time decided that any merchandise which was destroyed by the im- 
porter could be exempted from duty. 

The statement made above, that the statute limits the allowance of 
damage to 50 per cent., is wholly an error. Actual damage is always 
allowed when claimed and properly proved, except for rust of iron or 
steel, and on perishable fruits, where there are statutory restrictions ; 
the only requirement being that allowances exceeding 60 per cent, be 
reported to the Department for ita approval. The contingency of in- 
justice to the importers, to which you refer, is therefore not possible. 

The suggestions made by you as to the report of contents and con- 
dition by the ganger, as information to the appraisers, are approved, 
but not the further suggestion to destroy the wine, which cannot be 
I>ermitted in any case until duties are paid, and the merchandise de- 
livered to the importer. 
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Hereafter, whenever wine is claimed to be damaged^ you will receive 
any application and direct appraisement of the whole quantity landed 
on which damage is claimed, and if the.award exceeds 50 per centum, 
you will, as directed by article 511 of the'Begulations, forward such 
award to the Secretary of the Treasury for consideration, which will 
be promptly returned approved, if no ground for exception appears. 

In reporting* such award, the casks of an importation may be grouped 
under rates or percentages, making a proper average fot a number 
nearly the same in quality. 

The proposed refilling of casks in warehouse can only be done after 
complete return of quantity and condition, and no reduction of quan- 
tity can afterwards be made. BefiUing on the wharf before delivery 
to the importer, under consumption entry, cannot be permitted. 

Beport will be required of the result of the corrections here directed 

to be made, as applied to the importations of a month following the 

receipt of this order, with a statement of the quantities as invoiced, 

the quantity deficient, and the percentage of damage on each cargo 

lurriving during that period. 

Very respectfully, 

OHAS. F. CONANT, 

Acting Secretary. 
GoLiifiOTOE OF Customs, San Francisco. 



(2085.) 
Bra/ndy — Duty an. 
Tebasuey Department, January 30, 1876. 

Sm: Your letter of the 18th ult., reporting upon the appeal (5821 c) 
of Messrs. A. Frohman & Go. from your decision assessing duty at the ~ 
rate of 50 per centum ad valorem on a certain importation of brandy 
by them pw bark "France," from Bordeaux, September 21, 1874, 
returned by appraiser " under proof," has been received. 

The classification for duty and decision in this case having been 
made in accordance with the provisions of Schedule D, section 2504, 
of the Bevised Statutes of the United States, that "no brandy, spirits, 
or other spirituous beverages under first proof, shall pay a less rate of 
duty than 50 per centum ad valorem," (HeyPs United States Import 
Duties, 985,) your assessment is hereby affirmed. 
I am, very respectfully, 

CHAS. F. CONANT, 

Acting Secretary. 

OOLLBGTOB OP CUSTOMS, Philadelphia. 
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TO OOLLEOTORS OF CUSTOMS. 



Treasuey Department, 

WaOiingtan, D. 0., AprU 9, 1875. 
The Decisions of the Department for the month of Febraary, 1875, 
npon the construction to be given to the Acts of Congress relating to 
the Tariff, Kavigation, and other subjects, are published herewith tor 
the information and guidance of Officers of the Customs. 

B. H. BEISTOW, 

Secretary. 



(Omitted from Decisions published fot January.) 

(2086.) 

Express Charges, 

Treasury Department, Ja/nuary 13, 1876. 

Sir : Beferring to your letter of the 7th instant, transmitting to this 
office for consideration and approval statements of moneys advanced 
in your district during the month of December, 1874, on account of 
customs business, I have to invite your attention to the item of $49 70, 
for express charges. 

This Department has a contract with Adams Express Company for 
the transportation, at reduced rates, of all moneys under its control, 
the expenses to be paid the company directly from the Department. 

This matter, with necessary directions to all revenue officers for the 
shipment of such funds, is fully set forth in Department's circular 
instructions of December 16, 1869, and February 10, 1871, copies of 
which are herewith enclosed, and I will thank you to explain how, un- 
der these instructions, the express charges in question were incurred, 
and whether such expenses cannot in future be avoided by you. 

Very respectfully, 

OHAS. F. CONANT, 

Acting Secretary. 
GoLLEOTOR OP CUSTOMS, Burlingtoriy Vt 
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(Omitted from Decisions pabliahed for January.) 

(2087.) 

Eacprefs Charges. 

Treasttbt Depabtmbnt, January 26, 1875. 

Snt: Beferring to Departinent's letter of the 13th instant, invitiDg 
your attention to the item for express charges in yoor statement of 
amounts advanoed in year district for the month of December, 1874, 
and yoor reply thereto of the 23d instant, you are hereby aathorized 
tO' incur scich expenses as may be foand necessary for the transporta- 
tion of yoor collections from the various outposts of your district to 
the nes(rest point o¥ any express line referred to in Department's cir- 
cular of December 15, 1869. 

Upon application to this office a book of express receipts will be fur- 
nished you and each of your deputies, as you may request. 

In sending your accounts of expenses incurred as above authorized, 
you will refer in each case to this letter by date, as your authority for 
incurring the same. 

Very respectfully, 

CHA8. F. CONANT, 

AeHng Secretary. 

GoLLBOXOB OF CUSTOMS, Burlingtonj Vt 



(2088.) 
Fees for the Admeasurement of Vessels, 

Treasxjby Depabtment, February 1, 1875. 

Sib : I have received your letter of the 28th ultimo, stating that, as 
the office of surveyor has been abolished in your district, you desire to 
know who is to perform the duties of said office, and what disposition 
shall be made of the fees received for the admeasurement of vessels. 
You are informed, in reply, that the duties performed by the surveyor 
will hereafter devolve upon yourself; and that the fees mentioned will 
be received and accounted for by you in the usual manner. 

Very respectfully, 

CHA8. P. C0NA:5rT, 



OOLLEOTOB OP CUSTOMS, Newburyporty Mass. 



Acting Secretary. 
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(2089.) 

Sheepakim with the Wool on — Bate of Duty on. 

Tbeasubt Depabt]Adsnt, February 1, 1876. 

Sib : Your letter of the 25tli* ultimo is received, transmitting the 
appeal, (8734 c,) dated the 2d altimo, of M. Berliner, from your decision 
assessing duty at the rate of 30 per centum ad valorem, on the skins 
alone of certain sheepskins, with the wool on, imported per << G. T. 
Kemp," from Gape Town. 

There seems to be no queistion raised against the exaction of duty 
on the wool, the importers merely claiming that the skins, at their 
value, without the wool, should pay 10 per cent, instead of 30 per cent. 

By referring to ^^ Schedule L" of the Bevised Statutes, the following 
provision is found: ^^ Sheepskins, or Angora-goat skins, raw or manu- 
factured, imported with the wool on, washed or unwashed, thirty per 
centum ad valorem, on the sMns alene;^ which of course renders it 
necessary for the Department to affirm your decision on the case in 
question. 

I am, very respectfully, 

OHAS. F. CONANT, 

Acting Seeretary. 
OoLLEOTOB OP CUSTOMS, Boston, MoM. 



(2090.) 

Canadian Stone dutia^Uj though imported under contract for use of thb 

United States. 

Tebasuby Depabtment, February 1, 1875. 

Sib : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 25th ultimo, transmitting a communication made to you by Gene- 
ral Humphreys, Chief of Engineers, under date of the 20th ultimo, 
with sundry enclosures, and requesting a reconsideration of the action 
orthis Department with reference to the question of admitting free of 
duty certain stone, a product of the Dominion pf Canada, intended for 
the use of the United States in the improvement of the St. Mary's 
Falls Canal, in the State, of Michigan. 

Under date of September. 18, 1874, you requested this Department,, 
in accordance with the recommedation of the Chief of Engineers, 
and for reasons stated by Major Weitzel, of the Corps of Engineers, 
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^Hhat the duties be remitted on stone purchased in Canada for use in 
the improvement of the St. -Mary's Falls Canal.'' 

The reasons stated by Major Weitzel in his letter to the Chief of 
Engineers, dated September 9, 1874, were : 1. That by such remission 
"no pecuniai-y loss will result to the Government, as all duties paid to 
it [on such stone] must be paid by" [him.] 2. This arrangement will 
have the good eftect of preventing combinations against the Govern- 
ment on American stone." 

The understanding of this Department, upon the facts thus pre- 
sented, was that the United States had purchased, or intended to pur- 
chase, in Canada, certain stone for the purposes mentioned, and to 
imi)ort the same as the property of the United States, It, therefore, 
under date of September 21,"' 1874, instructed the collector at Mar- 
quette to admit such stone free " upon the written request of Major 
Weitzel, or his subordinate in charge of such improvements, showing 
that the stone is for the use of the United States," and this action was, 
on the same date, communicated to you. 

The certification by Major Weitzel, thus required as a preliminary 
to the free admission of the stone, was deemed by this Department 
necessary for the identification thereof as the property of the United 
States. 

On the 16th ultimo, Hon. I. R. Sherwood, M. C, addressed a letter 
to the Secretary of the Treasury, in which, after stating that the Sec- 
retary of War had received proposals from certain Canadian bidders 
for furnishing stone for said improvement from Canadian quarries, at 
prices lower than those of any American bidders, proposed the follow- 
ing inquiries: *•!. Can the stone, cut or uncut, be admitted free of 
duty under any order of the Secretary of the Treasury, or any act of 
Congress now in force? 2. What will be the duty on dressed stone, 
and also on undressed stone?" 

To th^se inquiries the Department replied, on the same date, that 
as to "stone, cut or uncut, furnished from Canada, under contract 
with the War Department, * * * there is no law admitting the 
same free of duty, and that the rate of duty thereon will be one dol- 
lar and fifty cents per ton for building stone, whether dressed or 
undressed." 

The aittention of this Department is now called by your letter of the 
26th ultimo, and, in view of General Humphrey's communication to 
you of the 20th ultimo, to the following provision continued in that 
portion of the tariif known as the free list, viz: " Articles imported 
for the use of the United States, provided that the price of the same 
did not include the duty." 
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By the communication last referred to, it appears that '^ the adver- 
tisement inviting proposals requires the stone to be delivered on the 
work at the canal, and it is bid for under that condition." 

In the printed advertisement and specifications accompanying yoior 
last letter, and which were to " form part of the contract," the follow- 
ing conditions are included, viz : 

" Payments will be made monthly upon material delivered ;" and it 
apx>ears that such payment is contingent upon acceptance, certified by 
the agent of the United States in charge of the work. 

" The successful bidder for the work must accept his contract subject, 
to the existing laws of the United States." 

Under these circumstances, the Department adheres to the views 
expressed in its letter to Mr. Sherwood, so far as the same affect the 
subject-matter of this correspondence, for ihe following reasons : 

1. The free list intends, by " articles importied for the use of the 
United States," articles purchased by an agent of the United States 
in a foreign country, and which, at the date of importation, are 
wholly the property of the United States, or, in other words, are in 
possession of the United States, as owners, prior to and at the date 
of imx>ortation. 

2. This quality of ownership cannot, from the nature of the case, 
inhere as to articles delivered under contract from a foreign country, 
the delivery being subject to an acceptance of the articles as in accord- 
ance with the contract, and payment for the article being contingent 
upon such acceptance. With reference to articles delivered under 
such circumstances, although the United States may be the jfinal 
recipient, the conditions on importation are the same as those which 
exist as between private persons, and the interest of the contractor, 
who must also be deemed the importer, is not terminated until the 
final delivery and acceptance of the property. 

3. In view of the principles here stated, it will be seen that while 
this Department's instructions of September 21, 1874, were not in con- 
flict therewith, under the facts then presented, yet such instructions 
should not be deemed to authorize the free admission of the stone in 
question upon the additional facts now submitted, and must, therefcrre, 
to that extent, and for that reason, be regarded as inapplicable to the 
free admission of stone imported under the circumstances set forth in 
the present correspondence. 

I am, very respectftilly, 

OH AS. F. CONANT, 

Acting Secretary, 
Hon. Wm. W. Belknap, Secretary of War, 
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(2091.) 
Yachts — Licenses for. 

Treasury Department, February 3, 1875. 

Sir: In reply to your letter of the 15th ultimo, you are informed 
that the Secretary of the Treasury is authorized to cause yachts 
employed exclusively as pleasure vessels, and designed as models of 
naval architecture, to be licensed on terms which will authorize them 
to proceed by sea to foreign ports. He may also commission licensed 
yachts belonging to regularly organized and incorporated yacht clubs, 
to identify them and their owners. Should you desire information in 
regard to the issue of documents for any particular vessel, it would be 
proper for you to address the collector of customs at her home . port, 
stating the case fully. 

Very respectfully, 

CHAS. F. CONANT, 

Acting Secretary. 
EvERETl' W. Fish, Esq., Circleville, Ohio. 



(2092.) 
Engravings on Iron — Duty on. 

Treasury Department, February 3, 1875. 

Sir: Your communication of the 20th ultimo was duly received, 
transmitting appeal (8833 c) of E. W. Morville against your assessment 
of duty at the rate of 35 per cent, (less 10 per cent.) on so-called 
"engravings on iron,'' per steamer Marathon, January 8, 1875. 

It appears by the statement of the appellants that the articles in 
question are engraved cylinders for printing cotton goods, and not 
engraved plates of steel or other metal, such as appears to be -contem- 
plated in the designation of duty for "plates engraved,'' &c. 

The question presented is one of analogy, which, if admitted, would 
carry with it copper cylinders and other manufactures which have 
hitherto been chai^ged with duty according to their material as manu- 
factures of copper or of iron, &c. The engraving in these cases is not 
such as, in the opinion of the Department, constitutes the distinction 
named in the law, and in most cases cylinders carrying figures of this 
class for printing or otherwise are not in fact engraved, the figures 
being placed upon them by transfer. 
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Plates engraved with these figures, if actually of steel, and used to 
l^rint engravings from works of art, would of course be entitled to the 
classification claimed. 

The Department, however, is of opinion that the articles which are 
the subject of the appeal in this case were correctly charged with duty 
as manufactures of iron at 35 per cent. Your decision in so assessing 
them is hereby affirmed. 

Your communication of the 24th of December last, transmitting 
appeal (7181c) of E. W. Morville from your decision assessing 45 per 
cent, (less 10 per cent.) on certain cylinders of steel engraved for the 
purpose of printing calico, paper, &c., presents the same, principles 
and questions of classification. The use designed is in both cases the 
same, and in neither case is the product or result of this application 
an engraving. 

Your decision is therefore affirmed for the reasons stated. 

Very respectfully, 

OHAS. F. CONANT, 

Acting Secretary. 
CoLLECTOB OF CUSTOMS, Boston, Moss. 



(2093.) 
Millet Seed — Duty on. 

Teeastjiiy Department, February 3, 1875. 

Sib : Your letter of December 30, 1874, is received, transmitting the 
appeal, (7539 c,) dated January 13, 1874, of H. Nordlinger & Co., from 
your decision assessing duty at the rate of 20 per cent, ad valorem 
on certain millet seed, imported per " Bremen," November 22, 1873. 

It appears, from the special report of the appraiser and an exam- 
insvtion of samples, that the millet seed in question is not in its natural 
condition, but has undergone a process of manufacture to prepare it 
for use as food by being hulled and cleaned, its condition as imported 
being similar to " pearl barley'' or ^* split peas.'' 

Under these circumstances the claim of the importer that it is 
exempt from duty must be rejected, and your decision assessing duty 
on it at the rate of 20 per cent, ad valorem as " an article manufac- 
tured in whole or in part," is affirmed. 

Very respectfully, 

CHAS. P. CONANT, 

Acting Secretary. 
Collector of Customs, New York City. 
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(2094.) 
Vessels under 30 tons — yo importations vn. 

Tbeasxjby Dbpabtment, Fdyniary 4, 1876. 

Snt : In response to your telegram of yesterday, inquiring whether 
a vessel of twenty-one (21) tons burden can engage in trade between 
your port and Africa, I have this day telegraphed to you as follows : 
"Section three thousand and ninety-flve Eevisec Statutes forbids 
importations in vessels under thirty tons, and includes your district." 
You are referred to the section cited for further information as to 
the districts within which vessels under thirty tons can engage in 
foreign trade. 

Very respectfully, 

0HA8. F. CONANT, 

Acting Secretary. 
OoLLEOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Galveston^ Texas. 



(2095.) 
Extract of Sumac fwt to be classified as Extract of Dyewood, 

Tbeasuby Department, February 4, 1876. 

Sib : Your letters of the 22d and 26th ultimo were duly received, 
transmitting appeals, 8902 c, dated January 21, and 9075 c, dated 
January 25, 1875, of D. E. Whitney & Co., from your decision assess- 
ing duty at the rate of 20 per centum ad valorem, on certain extract 
of sumac imported per "China,'' January 20, and "Helvetia," January 
23,1875. 

The appellants claim that the article is fi*ee of duty as an " extract 
of dyewoods." 

This question was considered by the Department on November 2, 
1874, when it was decided that the article in question was not properly 
an extract of dyewoods, as claimed, the small amount of woody fibre 
possibly included in such sumac not warranting the claim; and that 
the rate of duty of 20 per centum ad valorem imposed was correct^ 

Your decisions in the above-named cases are therefore affirmed. 
I am, very respectfully. 
By order: J. F. HAETLBY, 



COLLBOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Boston. 



Assistant Secretary. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



23 

(2096.) 
Triplicate Mamfest of Merchandise on Car to be filed. 

Treasury Department, February 4, 1876. 

Sir : The Department has had under consideration the requirements 
of Article. 251 of the Begulations of 1874, as regards the return of 
triplicate manifests, from the point of destination in the United States, 
of a car passing in transit through Canada to the point from which 
such manifests issued, the language of the Begulations being : ^ The 
inspector who compares the manifest with the merchandise will certify 
the result on the back of one of the manifests, and the collector will 
return the other with a similar certificate to the collector from whom 
it is received." 

The latter part of this requirement is deemed no longer necessary, 
and in place of the words ^^ the collector will return the other with a 
similar one to the collector by whom it is issued," there will be sub- 
stituted the words : << The collector will make a similar certificate on 
the back of the other manifest, and the two shall be placed on file in 
the custom-house at the port of arrival after transit." 

You are therefore hereby instructed to dispense with the return by 
mail of the manifest heretofore certified and returned to the collector 
at the port where the car left the United States, and to file the said 
manifest witli the certificate in your office, with the manifest received 
with the car. 

This regulation does not apply to cars sealed and certified by' a 
consul, but only to cars transporting American or duty-paid merchan- 
dise. 

I am, very respectfully, 

CHAS. F. OONANT, 

Acting Secretary. 

OOLLEOTOR OP CUSTOMS, Detroit 



(2097.) 
Jute Ejections — Duty on. 

Treasury Department, February 4, 1875. 

Sir : Tour communication of the 28th ultimo is received, in which 
you refer to the former action of this Department, under date of Octo- 
ber 18, 1872, admitting "jute rejections" to duty at the rate of 10 per 
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cent, ad valorem, and $5 per ton, as being modified by letter of De- 
oeoiber 19, 1874, and ask at what rate duty shall now be imposed. 

In reply, yon are informed that in noq.e of the acts imposing duty on 
jute, from that of March 2, 1861, to the present time, is any distinction 
recognized other than "jute" and "jute butts;'' the term "jute rejec- 
tions" does not appear. The only distinction, in fstct, is that the grade 
calliBd " r^ections" ijs inferior to the best jute. 

The rate of $6 per ton, imposed on such rejections by decision of 
October 18, 1872, rested on the authority of section 11, act of July 14, 
1862, which, by the revision, is construed to apply only to vegetable 
substances used for cordage, and it is therefore really a part of the 
proper (duty on jute, an addition to the rate of $10 per ton imposed in 
the act of 1861. 

These " rejections," being only discolored jute, and but little inferior 
to ordinary jute, must necessarily bear the rate imposed on this fibre 
as stated, or fifteen dollars per ton. 

The decision of October 18, 1872, Synopsis 1263, i^ modified accord- 
ingly. 
• • . • • • • • 

Very respectfully, 

OHAS. F. CONANT, 

Assistant Secretary. 
OOLLECTOB OF Customs, Boston, Mass. 



) 

Duties not refunded in case of Damage of Merchandise by leak in roof of 

Warehouse. 

Teeasuey Department, February 6, 1876. 

Sib : Your letter of the 23d ultimo is received, enclosing application 
of Messrs. Shepard Norwell & Co. for refund of duties on certain goods 
contained in case "727," imported by them iMay 12, 1374, in the 
steamer "Siberia," from Liverpool, and damaged by water January 13 > 
1876, while in bond at United States appraiser's stores, in Boston. 

The appraiser'^ estimate of damage, as stated in your letter, is 10 
per cent, on ten pieces of mohair lustres. 

It appears that the damage was caused by leakage in the roof of the 
building, and that the goods were withdrawn from bond and duties . 
paid on the day following the discovery of the damage, in order to 
prevent further loss. 
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This is not, iu the opinion of the Department, such a case as is con- 
templated in section 2984 of the Revised Statutes by the words " acci- 
dental fire or other casualty." The relief provided under this section 
is special and limited 5 and, whatever the equities of the case may be, 
the Department has no authority to extend the provisions of the statute 
beyond their evident purport. (See Synopsis 1089.) 

The application must therefore be refused. 

Respectfully, 

CHAS. F. OONANT, 

Acting Secretary. 

OOLLBOTOK OP OjJSTOMS, BostOUy MosS. 



(2099.) 
Silver Coin — To what extent receivable for duties. 

Teeasuby Dbpaktment, J^ehruary 6, 1875. 

SiB : Tour letter of the 3d instant, inquiring to what extent silver 
coins of the United States are receivable in payment of duties, and if 
any difterent consideration is to be given to silver coins dated prior to 
1853, has been, received. 

In reply, you are informed that the silver dollars of the United States, 
other than those known as " trade dollars,'' will be received for payment 
of duties on imports to any amount whatever. 

The trade dollar and silver coins of the United States of less denomi- 
nation than one dollar will be received in payment of duties on imports, 
as follows : 

First. When the total amount of duties in any one entry cannot be 
paid entirely in gold coin or silver dollars, because involving a frac- 
tional part of one dollar, said fractional part may be paid in United 
States silver coins of less denomination than one dollar ; the only 
limitation to this rule being that created by the 11th section of the act 
of March 3, 1851, which limits the amount which may be received of 
the three-cent silver coins to thirty cents and under. 

Second. When the total amount of duties payable on any one entry- 
is five dollars, or less than five dollars, the total amount, if not paid 
in gold coin or silver dollars of the United States, may be paid in 
silver coins of the United States of less denomination than one dollar, 
with the Umitation as to the three-cent silver coins above noted. 

As the further issue of the silver dollars and three-cent pieces had 
been prohibited by the coinage act of 1873, no reference appears to be 
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made to them in the Revised Statutes; but as these coins will doubt- 
less remain for sometime more or less in circulation, the law and regu- 
lations heretofore existing concerning their value, and for what pur- 
pose and in what amount receivable for the Government dues, will be 
continued in effect. 
In the matter of dates of issue, there should be no discrimination in 

the silver coinage. 

Respectfully, 

OHAS. F. COKAKT, 

Acting Secretary, 
SuEYEYOB OP Customs, 8t. Louis, Mo. 



(2100.) 
Vessels engaged in the Fisheries not to pay tax of six cents per ton. 

Treasury Department, February 8, 1876. 

Sir: I have received your letter of the 30th ultimo, inquiring 
whether the tax of six cents per ton, referred to in section 4320 of the 
Revised Statutes, shall be levied on vessels about to be licensed to 
engage in the coasting trade or the fisheries. 

You are informed, in reply, that in view of the provisions of section 
4220, it is the opinion of this Department that Congress did not intend 
to subject to tJie tax in question any vessel about to be documented, 
unless under other provisions of law than those contained in section 
4320 such tax was due on the vessel. If in ^ny. special case you should 
be of opinion that tonnage tax is due from a vessel about to be docu- 
mented for the coasting trade or the fisheries, you will submit the case 
to the Department for instructions. 

Yery respectfully, 

CHAS. F. CONANT, 

Acting Secretary. 

Geo. Z. French, Esq., Special Agent, Wilmington, N". C. 



(2101.) 
Alizarine — Rate of Duty on. 

Treasury Department, February 8, 1876. 

Sir : Your communication of the 14th ultimo was duly received 
reporting on appeals, as per schedule below, of Messrs. Pickhardt 6 
Kuttroff, as to compliance with the law relative to protest and appeal, 
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and with report of the appraiser as to the reasons for the classification 
of alizarine for duty at the rate of 20 per centum ad valorem. 

The appellants claim that the subject of these appeals is a crude 
dye, and, as such, is free of duty. They also claim that it is identical 
in chemical composition with madder extract, and is used for the same 
purposes, although admitting that it ' is manufactured, in fact, from 
coal tar. 

The appraisers classify the article as a manufactured product, not 
by name provided for, and dutiable at 20 cent, ad valorem as such, 
under section 24, act of March 2, 1861, now Section 2616, Title -33, 
Eevised Statutes. 

The alizarine in question is admitted to be the product of the 
chemical or mechanical treatment of coal tar, and a manufacture from 
such materials. And although the form it has, as imported, is com- 
paratively crude, the distinction claimed for it as a "crude dye,'^ 
under the law, cannot be admitted, such distinction applying only to 
native mineral or unaltered vegetable products capable of use as dyes. 

The further claim of identity in chemical. constituents, when pure, 
or in the form of crystals, with the coloring matter of madder extract, 
is probably correct, but it does not carry with it the right to admis- 
sion free of duty in its present form. 

The Department holds, therefore, that alizarine, in the form of a 
liquid or semi-fluid extract, or preparation derived from coal tar, is 
properly chargeable with duty, at 20 per cent, ad valorem, as a manu- 
factured article not specially provided for ; and your decision, in so 

assessing duty, is affirmed. 

• • • • • • • 

I am, very respectfully, 

CHAS. F. CONANT, 

Acting Secretary^ 
GoLLBOTOB OF CUSTOMS, New York. 



(2102.) 
Pine Lumber^ 8awedj not classified us Deals. 

Tebasuby Department, February 8, 1875. 

Sib : Your communication of the 25th ultimo was duly received, 
transmitting appeals 9032 c, 9033 c, and^9034c, of Messrs. W. H. Val- 
entine & Co., against your assessment of two dollars per thousand feet 
on certain so-called deals imported by them via Bouse's Point, in bond 
from Canada, as per schedule of entries. • • • • 
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The appellants claim that the lumber so imported is properly de- 
scribed as " deals," aud that, as such, the rate of duty is one dollar per 
thousand feet, as prescribed in Schedule K, Eevised Statutes, in the 
words : *' Sawed boards, plank, deals, and other timber of hemlock, 
whitewood, sycamore, and basswood." 

The appraisers report the lumber in question to be pine lumber, 
sawed ; and dutiable at two dollars per thousand feet, under the terms, 
" all other sawed lumber," of the said Schedule K. 

The Department holds that the language of the provision first cited 
is limited to the lower grades of lumber sawed from hemlock, white- 
wood, sycamore, and basswood, and that pine lumber is necessarily 
included in the other varieties charged with the higher rate of duty ; 
also, that the term ^^ deals," as used in the law, cannot be applied dis- 
tinctively to the pine lumber of these importations, or to pine lumber 
generally as imported into the United States. 

Your decision is therefore aiiirmed in each case. * * • 

I am, very respectfully, 

CHAS. F. CONANT, 

Acting Secretary, 

OOLLBOTOB OF CUSTOMS, JV^etO TorJc, 



(2103.) 

Invoices to be made out in the Currency of the Country whence the Impor- 
tation is made, 

Tbeasuby Department, February 9, 1875. 

Sir : Your communication of the 5th instant is received, enclosing 
ah application from Messrs. Eichardson & Co. for permission to make 
entry of merchandise imported by them, the invoice of which is made 
out in a currency other than that of the country in which the purchase 
was made. You also enclose the consular triplicate invoice, and recom- 
mend that entry be admitted on the papers presented. 

It appears that the merchandise was purchased at Leipzig, Germany, 
and that the invoice is made out in pounds sterling, the proper currency 
for that country being the mark. 

The law is explicit in stating that all invoices of "merchandise 
subject to duty ad valorem shall be made out in the currency of the 
place or country from whence the importation shall be made." This 
requirement cannot be relaxed, and the invoice received cannot there- 
fore be considered a lawiul invoice j and if entry is made out under it. 
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it must be ander provisions of sections 9, 10, and 11 of the act of 
June 22, 1874, by statement or informal invoice, bond being given to 
produce a correct consular invoice, duly certified in German marks. 
The consul and foreign shipper who made out the invoice must neces- 
sarily both have been aware that such invoice was illegal, and a fair 
presumption is raised against the correctness of the value stated in it. 
You will therefore cause the goods to be carefully appraised at their 
true value. 
The invoice is herewith returned. 

1 am, very respectfully, 

CHAS. F. OONANT, 

Acting Secretary. 
SuBVBYOB OP Customs, 8t Louis. 



(2104.) 
Beimportations of Lenses — Dutiable, 

Tkbasury Departmenj, February 9, 1876. 

Gentlemen : Tour communication of the Gth instant is received, 
in which you state that certain lenses, originally imported by you 
from Munich, Bavaria, were returned to that place for repair, and 
again imported, paying duty a second time; also, that, as these lenses 
are still imperfect, it is desired to return them for further repair, and 
you ask a permit for their introduction free of duty. 

In reply, you are informed that the law makes no provision for the 
reimportation of articles liable to duty, whether sent abroad for repair 
or otherwise, at less than the duty chargeable on their value in each 
case. 

The circumstances under which these lenses would be reimported, 
as stated by you, would not exempt them from duty. 
I am, very respectfully, 

CHAS. F. CONANT, 



Acting Secretary. 



Messrs. Wilson, Hood & Co., 

822 Arch Street, Philadelphia. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



30 

(2105.) 

Act of February 8 applies to Wines in Warehouse and to other goods 
imported after date of a4)t. 

Treasury Department, February 9, 1875. 
Sir : The act approved February 8 applies to wines in warehouse. 
On other merchandise affected, only to goods imported from and after 
the date of the passage of the act. 

CHAS. F. OONANT, 

Acting Secretary. 
OOLLBOTOR OP CUSTOMS, New TorJc. 



(2106.) 
Fees for Bewarehousing Entry, 

Treasury Department, February 10, 1876. 

Sir : I have received your I'etter of the 4th instant, stating that, on 
your attention being called to the laws and regulations requiring the 
collection of fees for a rewarehousing and withdrawal entry of mer- 
chandise for consumption, you find that fees for completed entries are 
due amounting to $220 80. 

In reply to your request for instructions as to the i^anner in which 

the fees should be accounted for, you are directed to include them in a 

supplemental emolument account, to be rendered to the First Auditor 

of the Treasury. The amounts due for entries made in a fiscal year 

should be stated separately, and the account should be accompanied 

by an explanatory letter stating the amount claimed to be necessary 

to complete your annual maximum compensation. 

Very respectfully, 

CHAS. F. CONANT, 

Acti'ng Secretary, 
Collector of Customs, Fall Biver, Mass. 



(2107.) 

Small Pianos classified as Toys, 

Treasury Department, February 15, 1875. 
Sir: Your communication of November 18 last, was duly receyed^ 
transmitting appeals (Nos. 4972 c) of Messrs. Feigenbaum & Co. and 
(4973 c) of Messrs. Davis Brothers, against your decil^ion assessing duty 
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on certain articles claimed to be ''musical instruments,'' and classified 
by you as "toys," at fifty per cent, ad valorem. 

The appellants allege, in both cases, that the articles are in the form 
of small pianos, running from one to five octaves, entitled to classifica- 
tion as musical instruments. They claim that music in perfect tunes 
can be played, the same as on large pianos. The appraiser, however, 
reports the instruments to be bought and sold as " toys," and chiefly 
by dealers in toys, and that they cost from three dollars to five dollars 
per dozen only. Other portions of the importation are "toy drums." 

The Department concurs in the classification affixed by the appraiser, 
and your decision is hereby- affirmed.* 

• • •'• • • • • 

Very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 

Collector op Customs, San Fraiicisco. 



(2108.) 

Authenticated Copies of Records of the Department to he furnished^ instead 
of Original Documents. 

Tbeasuby Department, February 16, 1875. 
Sir: I transmit herewith a certified copy of the temporary register 
granted lit New London to the steamer " Edgar Stewart," surrendered 
to the collector of customs at Baltimore, and mentioned in your letter 
of the loth inst. It is understood by this Department that axjopy of 
a document in any of its bureaus, if authenticated in the manner pro- 
vided for by law, may be admitted in evidence equally with the original ; 
it is not the practice to allow original documents to be removed from 
the files; and in the present case I must decline to consider your re- 
quest for the original paper, unless it can be shown that the certified 
copy will not answer your purpose. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, 

CHAS. F. CONANT, 

Assistant Secretary, 
U. S. District Attorney, Baltimore. 

3 
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(2109.) 
Scrap BooJcs not Blank Books. 

Treasury Department, February IG, 1875. 

Sir: Your letter of December 2, 1874, is received, transmitting the 
appeal (5586 c) of Hooper, Lewis & Co., from your decisioa assessing 
duty at the rate of 35 per centum ad valorem, less 10 per centum, upon 
certain so-called "blank books'' imported by them, per the "Hecla," 
October 30, 1874. 

The report of the appraiser shows these articles to be " what are 
known as scrap books or albums, used for the preservation, by pasting 
into them, of scraps from newspapers, engravings, photographs," &c. 

These are not, in the opinion of the Department, " blank books," in 
the sense . contemplated by the statute prescribing the rate of duty 
thereon, but manufactures of paper or leather, according to the leading 
material composing them. (See decision of April 24, 1873, Synopsis 
1529.) 

You have assessed the proper, rate of duty, and your decision is 

hereby afSrmed. 

Respectfully, 

B. H. BRI8T0W, 

Secretary, 
Collector op Customs, Boston, Mass. 



(2110.) 
Barrels, <fcc., may be re-imported Free of Duty. 

Treasury Department, Fehruary 17, 1875. 

The act approved February 8, 1875, entitled " An act to amend ex- 
isting customs and internal-revenue laws, and for other purposes," 
provides that barrels, boxes, shooks, and grain bags, the manufacture 
of the United States, may b€ returned to the United States free of 
duty, either empty or filled with foreign products; the provision being 
as follows: 

"Section 9. That barrels and grain bags, the manufacture of the 
United States, when exported filled with American products, or ex- 
ported empty and returned filled, with foreign products, may be 
returned to the United States free of duty, under such rules and 
regulations as shall be prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury ; 
and the provisions of this section shall apply to and include shooks, 
when returned as barrels or boxes as aforesaid." 
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Articles 380 and 381 of the Begalations of 1874 are, therefore, 
modified as follows : 

All barrels, boxes, shooks, or grain bags, of domestic manrfactare, 
either empty or filled with foreign merchandise, exported from any 
foreign port for return to the United States, and for .which it is 
intended to claim admission free of dnty, must be accompanied by a 
certificate, from the foreign shipper, of identity and of intent to 
return the same, either empty or filled with foreign merchandise, as 
the case may be. Such certificate may be accepted in lieu of an 
invoice for the articles named, if empty 5 but, if filled with foreign 
merchandise, the value of the boxes, barrels, or bags must be 
separately stated in the invoice, and the certificate, in such case, 
must be attached to or be made a part of the invoice ; and in every 
case it must be executed in triplicate and attested by a consul or 
consular agent of the United States. This certificate must be in the 
following form : 

I HEREBY CBBTiFY, uudcr oath, that, to the best of my knowledge 
and belief, the articles hereinafter named are truly of the manuf^- 
tore of the United States, and were exported from the United States, 

<i) , and that it is intended to reship the same to the port of , 

ill the United States, <^> , on board the , now lying in the 

port of — . I farther certify that, to the best of my knowledge 

and belief, the actual market value of the articles herein named, at 
this time and in the form whence the same^tre to be exported to the 
United States, is as follows : <*> . 

Sworn to before me, this day of , 18-*. 

(M If the packages are empty, iasert ** and were exported from the United States 
fiUed with the produce of that country." 

(') If the packages contain foreign merchandi^, insert ''fiUed with,'' and a de- 
scription of the merchandise they contain. 

(M-This blank is to be fiUed only when the merchandise contained in the pack- 
ages is subject to a dnty ad valorem. 

The consul will be required to verify the facts alleged in this 
certificate, as far as practicable, and to furnish information in case 
its correctness may be questioned. 

On importation into any port of the United States of merchandise 
contained in such barrels, boxes, or bags, or of the said empty pack- 
ages, the verification necessary to admit them free of duty will be — 

First The certificate herein referred to. 

Second. Verification, by. actual examination by the proper officers 
of the appraisers' department, with an endorsement of the fact of 
examination and of the truth of the statement on the invoice or 
declaration, that the barrels, boxes, or bags bear evidence that they 
are manufactures of the United States as claimed. 
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The value of the said barrels, boxes, or bags, coataining foreign 
merchandise liable to duty ad valorem^ at the time and place of ship- 
ment for importation into the United States, must be separately stated 
in the invoice, and such separate value, after verification by the ap- 
praisers, will be excluded from duty. 

The act of February 8, 1875, before referred to, also contains the 
following : 

" Section 7. * * * Atid provided further. That bags, other 
than of American manufacture, in which grain shall have been actually 
exported from the United States, may be returned to the United States 
empty free, of duty, under regulations to be prescribed by the Secretary 
of the Treasury." 

To secure the free entry of bags of this character, the declaration 
of intent to return empty, prescribed by Article 381 to be filed at 
time of export, will be required, and, in addition, a duly ' certified 
invoice as on ordinary importation of imported goods, which shall 
specify that 'the bags have been exported from the United States 
filled with grain, and shall refer to the declaration by date, name of 
exporting vessel, and number of bags. 

B. H. BRISTOW, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

GOLLEGTOBS OF CUSTOMS AND OTHERS. 



(2111.) 

iSmaU Brass Horns classified as Toys. 

Tbeasuby Department, February 17, 1876. 

Sir : I have received your two letters of the 13th instant reporting 
upon the appeals respectively of Mr. Robert Fould, (No. 2059 c,) dated 
October 13, 1874, and Messrs. Bierman, Leopold & Co., (No. 2281 c,) 
dated October 21, 1874, from your decision assessing duty at the rate 
of 50 per centum ad valorem, less 10 per centum, on certain so-called 
** musical instruments'' imported by them, to wit, by the former, per 
the " America,'' August 5, 1874, and by the latter, per the " Iris," Sep- 
tember 22, 1874, and returned by the appraiser as " metal toys." 

The articles forwarded to the Department by the appellants in these 
cases are small brass horns, some with and others without keys, and 
of imperfect structure ; and, although tunes might possibly be played 
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upon them, they are evidently fit only for children's toys, and too frail 

to endure the ordinary usage of musical instruments properly so 

called. . 

Your decision is therefore hereby af&rmed in both cases. 

Yery respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. . 
OoiXEOTOB OP Customs, New York. 



(2112.) 

Cireular in relation to Silver BuUi4m and Ooim. 

Treasuby Depabtmbnt, 

Office of the Director of the Mint^ 

Washington, February 18. 1876. 

The provision contained in the coinage act of 1873, that silver coins 
of the denominations of half and quarter-dollars and dimes be paid at 
the Mint in Philadelphia and the Assay Office in New York city for 
silver bullion purchased for such coinage, expired by limitation on the 
13th instant. 

Such coins will not, therefore, be issued hereafter in payment for 
silver bullion deposited or purchased at the several Mints or the Assay 
Office in New York, but will be exchanged for gold coins at par in sums 
of not less than one hundred dollars. 

Silver bullion may be deposited as heretofore for bars or trade 
dollars. 

Silver bullion separated from gold deposits will be paid for in gold 
coin at such valuation as may be established from time to time by the 
Director of the Mint. 

For the present, and until further notice, such silver will be paid for 
at the rate of one dollar and twelve and one-half cents ($1 12^) per 
standard ounce. 

Silver coins, other, than the trade dollar, are manufactured on account 
of the Government only, and the silver bullion required for that pur- 
pose will be purchased, when needed, by the Superintendents of the 
Mints at Philadelphia, San Francisco, and Carson City, and the Assay 
Office at New York, with the approval of the Dii'ector as to price, 

terms, and quantity. 

H. E. LINDEBMAN, 

Director of the Mint. 
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(2113.) 
CompoHti&n Metal Leaf not classified as Metal Trimmings. 

TbbasubY Depaeiment, February 18, 1875. 

Sib : Your letter of September 8, 1874, is received, transmitting: the 
appeal (No. t58 e) of Messrs. L. Brandeis & Co. from your decision 
assessing duty at the rate of 35 per centum ad valorem, less .10 per 
centum, on certain so-called " metal clippings'' imported by them, per 
the "Kron Prinz F. Wilhem," July 16, 1874, and claimed in their 
protest to be " the refuse of a manufactured article fit only for manu- 
facture," but returned by the appraiser as *' composition metal leaf." 

A sample of the article in question submitted to the Department 
proves it to.be a highly-finished metal leaf, new, and put up in packs 
or books, the same as gold leaf, and so closely assimilating to the lat- 
ter in appearance and use that it is doubtful whether it should not be 
subjected, under section 2499 of the Eevised Statutes, to the duty 
imposed on gold leaf. 

Eeporting'upon the difference between this composition metal leaf 
and Dutch metal in leaf, the appraiser says : " The difference between 
the two articles consists mainly in the way it is prepared and put up 
for use and the uses to which it is applied. They are both made up of 
copper and zinc,* the composition metal leaf being, however, usually 
made of a better quality of metal. They are both beaten in gold 
beaters' moulds, but the composition leaf is beaten in new or perfect 
moulds, the same as gold leaf. It is trimmed before being placed in 
the books, and then put up in packs— ^0 leaves in a pack — the same 
as gold leaf, and in the same kind of books, and is applied to uses 
similar to the gold leaf. It is variously designated* as ' comx>osition 
metal leaf, a substitute for gold leaf;' 'composition gold leaf,' and 
' imitation gold leaf,' and is sometimes accompani^ by instructions to 
' use the same as gold leaf, and then apply a coat of varnish.' 

"When 'Dutch metal in leaf was provided for in the act of March 2, 

1861, the article now known as 'composition metal leaf was not 

known in this market. The uses to which it is applied are different 

from those for which ' Dutch metal leaf is adapted. 

" The ' Dutch metal in leaf is made in old or defective moulds, is put 
up in books of various size ; these books are put up into packs ' war- 
ranted to contain 252 leaves,' and then trimmed on the sides. It is 
used by fresco painters and manufacturers of paper hangings." 
Your decision is hereby affirmed. 

Eespectftdly, 

B. H* BEISTOW, 

Secretary. 
OoLLECTOE OP CUSTOMS, Ncw Yorh. 
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(2114.) 
Barges to be Documented, 

Tbkasubt Department, February 18, 1876. 

Sib: I have received yoar letter of the 12th inst. inqairing whether 
the barge "Alice" should be documented as a vessel of the United 
States. It appears that she is a vessel of 133^,^ tons; that under th<- 
tonnage deck her capacity is 1^^ tons; and that above deck there is 
a covered freight room with a capacity of 60^^^ tons. 

It also appears that she has a mast, but no sails or^other propelling 
power, and is used to transport miscellaneous freights between your 
l)ort and Philadelphia. 

I reply, that the vessel does not fall within the class exempted by 
the act of April 18, 1874, from the operation of the act of February 18, 
1793, and should be documented under the laws of the United States. 

Very respectfully, 

B. H. BEISTOW, 

tkcreftary. 

Collector op Customs, Wilmington^ Del. 



(2115.) 

Merchandise not Invoiced not to be WithdravM for Transportation or 

Exportation, 

Treasury Department, February 18, 1875. 

Sir: Your communication of the 15th ultimo, asking that certain 
parcels of merchandise therein described, entered by appraisement in 
June last, be admitted to export, was duly received and referred to the 
collector of New York for report. 

Such report was received, sustaining the position heretofore taken 
by this Department, that withdrawal entry for transportation or expor- 
tation cannot be allowed on merchandise not duly invoiced, but entered 
by appraisement, or in any manner otherwise than by invoice. 

Your request is therefore declined. 

I am, very respectftiUy, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 



Baldwin Bros. & Co., 72 Broadway^ N. Y. 



Secretary. 
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(2116.) 

Five per cent for Breakage not allowed on Effervescing Wines in Ware- 

house. 

Treasury Department, February 18, 1876. 

Sir: In reply to your letter of the 17th inst., in which you ask what 
construction shall be placed upon the second section of the act 
approved February 8, 1875, which provides for an allowance of five 
per centum, in lieu of breakage, upon all effervescing wines, and 
stating that you have, until now, withheld the application of this pro- 
vision to effervescing wines in warehouse, you are informed that the 
construction given by you is deemed correct, and is sustained by the 
Department. 

The grounds on which this position is taken are that the five per 
centum specified, being an allowance in lieu of breakage, is therefore 
analagous to allowances for damage from other causes. Actual allow- 
ance for breakage may have been made upon the entries of effervescing 
wines for warehouse, and it is presumed that it has been made in all 
cases where breakage had actually occurred. To allow this percentage 
after importation and such first allowance for breakage had been made, 
would be to make two abatements for a single loss on account of 

breakage. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRI8T0W, 

Secretary, 
COLLBOTOR OP CUSTOMS, New York. 



(2117.) 

Chlorate of Barytes — Bate of Duty on. 

Treasury Department, February 19, 1875. 

Sir : Your letter of the 13th instant is received, reporting upon the 
appeal (7100c) of Messrs. William Pickhardt & Kuttroff from your 
decision assessing duty at the rate of 20 per centum ad valorem on 
certain chlorate of barytes, imported by them per the ^' Thuringia,'' 
November 19, 1874, and returned by the appraiser as " chemical salts." 

In the opinion of the Department, the article in question is either a 
chemical salt or an uuenumerated manufactured article, and is, in 
either case, subject to the rate of duty you have assessed. 
Your decision is therefore affirmed. 

EespectfuUy, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 
Collector op Customs, New York, 
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(2118.) 

Certificatea of Lading to be in Triplicaie where Merchandise is Jortoarded 
under Transportation Bond to Seaboard Port for Uxportation. 

Tbbasttby DfiPABTMENT, February 20, 1875. 

Snt: For the purpose of securing proper evidence of export of 
merchandise forwarded, under transportation and exportation bond, 
to seaboard ports for export, it will be required hereafter that certifi- 
cates of lading on board any vessel for such exx>ort, be issued in trip- 
licate, and that one copy be promptly forwarded to the port at which 
such bond was originally given. 

Article 718 of the Customs Begulations of 1874 is therefore amended 
by adding at the end thereof the following : And shall be issued by the 
collector of such port at the time of shipment One of such triplicates 
shdU be filed at the port of departure^ one shaU be delivered to the exporter 
or his agent J and the remaining one shall be immediately forwarded by the 
collector issuir^ the same to the collector of the port at which, the entry for 
transportation and carport was made. 

Article 72^ will be construed in accoMance with Article 718, as 
amended. 

You will be governed accordingly. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BBISTOW, 

Secretary. 
CoLLEOTOB OF CxTSTOMS, Burlington^ Vt 



(2119.) 

Circular relative to Free Entry of Personal Effects of Tourists and others 
arriving from Abroad. 

Tbeasttbt Department, February 23, 1876. 

The attention of this Department has been called to the impression 
widely prevailing, that articles purchased for personal use of tourists, 
or persons returning to the United States from foreign countries, are 
exempt from duty if designed solely for personal use, and not intended 
for sale. 

The several provisions of law admitting articles fr^, when accom- 
panying the person, or for personal use, are the following : 

<^ Books, professional, of persons arriving in the United States." 
<^ Books, household effects, or libraries, or parts of libraries, in use 
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of persons or families from foreign ooantries, if ased abroad by them 
not less than one year, and not intended for any other person or per- 
sons, or for sale." 

'• Personal and household effects, not merchandise, of citizens of the 
United States dying abroad." 

^' Wearing apparel, in actual use, and other personal effects, not 
merchandise, professional books, implements, instruments ana tools 
of trade, occupation, or employment of persons arriving in the United 
States. But this exemption shall not be construed to include ma- 
chinery or other articles imported for use in a manufacturing estab- 
lishment, or for sale." 

It will be seen that, so far as wearing apparel is concerned, only 
those articles which have been in actual use are exempted from duty, 
although in many cases this exemption has been applied to all articles 
of wearing apparel belonging to and <K)ntained in the baggage of the 
owner, whether new or old. New articles of clothing, which have not 
been in actual use abroad, and not necessary for the present comfort 
or convenience of the owner, are chargeable with duty ; and the &ct 
that they are intended for the future use of the person who brings 
them, or of another person, and are not for sale, does not exempt 
them from duty. 

Tourists and passengers are, therefore, cautioned to observe the 
proper care, when arriving witt^ articles claimed to be free as personal 
effects, in making a separate statement of their effects which have 
been in actual use abroad from those which are new, in order that 
the customs of&cers may readily decide what portions are liable to 
or exempt from duty. 

B. H. BRISTOW, 
Secretary of the Treasury, 

OOLLEOTOBS AND OTHER OFFIOEBS OF THE CUSTOMS. 



(2120.) 

Free Entry allowed of certain Paintings, Statuary, and PhotographSy 
imported for exhibition, 

Tbeasuby Depabthent, February 24, 1876. 

SiB: This Department is in receipt of a letter from Robert Hoe, jr., 
dated the 20th inst, in which application is made for free entry of oeif- 
tain works of art designed for exhibition by the Metropolitan Museum 
of Art, of which he is a trustee. Mr. Hoe has been advised that under 
the authority of the act of March 5, 1872, now section 2512 of the Re- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



41 

vised Statutes, such works being ^^paintings, statuary, or photographio 

pictures," may be imported and retained on exhibition for a period not 

exceeding six months, bond being given for double the amount of 

duties chargeable by law on such articles ordinarily imported. He has 

also been referred to your office for the specific regnlafions applicable 

to the case. 

Very respectfully. 

By order : J. F. HARTLEY, 



CoLLBOTOB OP CUSTOMS, New York. 



Assistant Secretary. 



(2121.) 

Sureties on Export Bonds Covering Distilled Spirits subject. to Intemalr 

Revenue Tax. 
Treasury Department, F^miary 20, 1875. 

The act of June 9, 1874, entitled " An act to facilitate the exportation 
of distilled spirits, amendatory of the acts in relation thereto,'' provides: 

That tne owner or exporter of the spirits intended to be exported 
shall, at the x)ort of export, give a bond to the United States with at 
least two sureties '' satisfactory to the collector of customs." 

Such being the case, all regulations and instructions of this Depart- 
ment describing any particular kind of security which the collector 
shall receive, or calculated to limit him in the exercise of his judgment 
in regard to such sureties, are hereby revoked. 

As this matter is left entirely to the discretion of the collectors of 

customs, they will see the necessity of exercising the greatest care in 

the discharge of their duties in relation thereto. 

B. H. BBISTOW, 

Secretary of the Treasury. 
Collector op Customs. 



(2122.) 

Regulations for Disbursing Officers and Agents of Hhe Indian Department. 

Treasury Department/ 
Second Comptroller's Offi^ce, Februe^ 26, 1876. 

The attention of disbursing officers and agents of the Indian Depart- 
ment is respectfuUy.called to the following requirements of this office, 
and a strict compliance with the same is hereby enjoiued : 

1. All vouchers must be legibly dated, and every certificate, whether 
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on the f^e or back of any voadber, by whomsoever made, to give it 
validity, most also be dated and signed. 

2. All voudbers for merchandise of whatever kind most state the 
date of purchase, and date and place of delivery. 

3. All receipts upon which claims are founded mnst state, on snch 
receipts, whether they are given singly, in dnplicate, or otherwise. 
All statements respecting the nnmber issued tmist he 9igned by the 
person issuing the same. 

4. Certificates as to the correctness of accounts must, in all cases, 
have embodied therein, in toritingj the amount due on said accounts. 

5. The law requiring purchases of Indian supplies to be made, only 
upon public bidSj and under toritten omitractj is eapUeity and will be rigidly 
enforced. Whenever it is necessary to purchase in open market, the 
certificate mnst state what the exigencies are that require the imme- 
diate delivery of the articles purchased — ^that there is no contract for 
the same— that the prices are reasonable, and the lowest at whi<^ tiiey 
could be obtained. 

6. All receipts on voudiers must state, in wriUngj the amount 
received thereon. 

7. All erasures or alterations on receipts, vouchers, or other <^clal 
papers, must be explained by the party issuing the same; wh^i issued 
before a magistrate, the explanation must be verified by his initials. 

8. In cases of transportation, (except under contract,) the terminal 
points, and the distance between the two, should be stated. 

9. Freight will only be paid on properly-receipted bills of lading, 
which must also show the points of departure and destination, and the 
delivery of the goods to the consignee, and the weight thereof. 

10. In case of loss or damage of public property, by shrinkage or 
otherwise, while in the possession of the carrier, the actual amount of 
such loss or damage, including transportation, should be stated, and 
fully explained on the bill of lading. 

11. The requii^ment respecting sub-vouchers in accounts for travel- 
ling expenses and other bills will be strictly enforced, ^except in cases 
where it is shown to the satisflEMStion of the accounting officers that it 
was impracticable to procure them. 

12. Payments to subsidized roads are contrary to law, and will not 
be allowed. 

13. Persons signing for others must show their authority for so 
doing. 

14. All trans/ere of public money between disbursing agents should 
be immediately reported by the transferring officer to tiie Second 
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Auditor of the Treasaiy, by forwarding a duplicate of the receipt 
taken. 

15. All moneys turned over from one disbursing officer to another, 
on any pretext whatsoever j must be treated as a trankferj and so entered 
on the acconnta current. Agents should pay their own' salaries. 

16. Agents, or others, making authorized presents to Indians, should 
have the bills witnessed by the interpreter, with certificate that he saw 
the articles delivered. 

17. Bills for telegrams should state the line or lines over which the 
message is sent, the distance between the points of transmittal, and 
must be accompanied by copies of all messages charged for. 

18. All moneys received from sale of public property, or from any 
other source than by advances from legislative appropriations, must 
not be expended, but accounted for, to be covered into the Treasury 
under ^< Miscellaneous Beceipts." 

19. Signing or certifying vouchers or receipts, m blaits:, is fraught 
with evil, and is strictly prohibited. 

EespectfuUy, yours, 

J. M. BBODHEAD, 

Comptroller. 

iNPIAl^ AaSNTS AND OTHERS. 



(2123.) 

Fees J OostSj.and Mileage. 

Tbbasuby Depabtment, 
First Comptroller's OfficSj Washingtonj Z>. C, Februa^ 26, 1875. 

Enclosed herewith is a copy of an act of Congress, approved Feb- 
ruary 22, 1875, entitled '^ An* act regulating fees( and costs, and for 
other purposes." 

All accounts of district attorneys, marshals, clerks, and commis- 
sioners not forwarded to this Department prior to the date of the act 
come under its provisions, and may be rendered for approval at any 
term of the United States circuit or district courts within the respec- 
tive districts of the officers mentioned. 

To obtain uniformity in the mode of taxing marshals' accounts, it is 
suggested that orders drawn in the following form will afford evidence 
that the requirementis of the'law have been fulfilled: 

"Whereas, , United States marshal, has rendered to 

this court an account of his fees and disbursements at and previous (or 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



44 

sabseqaent, as the. case may be) to the term of the United States 

court, with the vouchers and items thereofj and in presence 

of , United States attorney, has proved, on oath, to the 

satisfaction of the court,'that the services and travel therein charged 
have been actually and necessarily performed as therein stated, and 
that the disbursements chairged have been fully paid in lawful money; 
and whereas said charges appear to be just and according to law. 

'*It is hereby ordered that said account, amounting to dollars 

and cents, be and the same i6 hereby approved." 

Similar orders — except so much as relates to disbursements — ^may be 
made upon accounts of district attorneys, clerks, and commissioners. 

Copies of the orders of approval certified under seal by the clerks 
must accompany the accounts to which they relate, when the latter are 
forwarded to the First Auditor of the Treasury. 

The words <^and travel," in the form above given, may be omitted 
from orders approving mileage earned prior to January 1, 1875. Ac- 
counts containing charges of mileage earned from and afker that date 
must contain evidence that the triavel has been actually and necessarily 
performed. 

When mileage fbr transporting prisoners is claimed, no per diem 
compensation to guards is chargeable by marshals. 

Affidavits to verify accounts should be d)rawn in conformity to the 
terms of the act. 

WM. HEMPHILL JONES, 

Acting Comptroller. 

Offioebs of United States Ooubts. 



(2124.) 
Decaloomaine Omam^ts classified as Manufactures of Paper, 

Treasury Department, February 27, 1876. 

Sir: Your letter of the 29th of December last, is received, reporting 
npon the appeal, (1373c,) dated September 24, 1874, of Messrs. Charles 
Palm & Co., from your decision assessing duty at the rate of 35 per cent, 
ad valorem, less 10 per cent., on certain manufactures of paper imported 
by them, per "Donau,^ September 14, 1874, the appellants claiming to 
enter the said merchandise as prints, at the rate of 25 per cent, ad va- 
lorem, under the act of June 6, 1872. 

It appears from the appraiser's report, submitted by you, that the 
merchandise in question is commonly known as '^ decalcomaine orna- 
ments;" that the preparation thereof is made by taking unsized paper 
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and apon one surface spreading a coating of adhesive sizing, any kind 
that is soluble by moisture, and upon this sizing the ornament is placed ; 
that this is usually done by the press, and where several colors are used, 
as in the construction of flowers and landscape, the paper goes through 
the press several times; that when the desired figure is completed, it 
is covered with a delicate foil, which is washed with an adhesive mix- 
ture, and it is then ready for use. This is done by slightly dampening 
the foil surface, which causes it to adhere to the surface upon which 
the transfer is to be made. The opposite side of the picture is then 
dampened, (the paper being unsized,) which strikes through and dis- 
engages the ornament by dissolving the adhesive sizing. The paper 
may then be removed, leaving only the object transferred. The design 
of these goods, therefore, is exclusively for ornament, not being used 
as an independent picture or design, as is the case with paintings and 
engravings, but invariably as an embellishment to something else. 
They cannot, therefore, be assimilated to paintings or engravings,' for 
those are complete in themselves, independent of other relations, 
whereas the object of the decalcomaine is only obtained when placed 
upon something foreign to itself. Nothing is thus left of it but the 
printer's colors, the paper being all removed. 

But this is not being the form in which it is presented for duty, it is 
as above shown to be, a manufacture, in separate parts or layers. 
First, the paper foundation; second, the picture; and third, the cover- 
ing for it. Therefore, in the opinion of the Department, it is clearly 
a manufacture of paper, not otherwise provided for, and properly classi- 
fied for duty as such at 35 per cent, ad valorem, less 10 per cent., under 
Schedule M of the act approved June 22, 1874. 

Your decision is therefore affirmed. 

* • . • • • . • • 

Very respectfully, 

B. H. BBISTOW, 

Secretary. 
OoLLBOTOB OP CUSTOMS, New York. 
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TO OOLLEOTORS OF OUSTOMa 



TBBASXTBT DSPABTMBNT) 

WaskinffUm^ D. 0., AprU U, 1875. 
The Decisions of the Department tov the month of ICavch, 1875,- 
npon the oonstruotion to be given to the Acts of Gongress relating 
to the Tariff, Navigation, and other sabjects, are published here- 
with for the information and guidance of Officers of the Customs. 

B. H. BMSTOW, 

Secretary. 



(2125.) ' 
VdlewUne» — Duty on. 



Trbasxtbt Depabtmbnt, March 1, 1875. 

Sm: Your letter of December 30, 1874, is received, transmitting the 
appeal (No. 7548 c) of Mr. W. E. Tunis fh)m your decision assessing 
duty at the rates, respectively, of 50, 60, and 35 per centum ad va- 
lorem, and of 35 per centum ad valorem, less 10 per centum, on certain 
valentines imported by him from London, England, November 17, 1874, 
and entry made December 1, 1874. 

It appears from the appraiser's special report, enclosed in your letter, 
that the articles in question, called ^'Bimmel's Valentines,'' ^* are com- 
posed of silk perfume bags or cushions — ^boquets of artificial flowers, 
with stuffed humming birds, with some cut paper about them ; the 
paper, and the work on it, is the least value pertaining to the ar^ticle." 

Your decision and assessment of duty being in accordance with the 
appraiser's return classifying the articles, respectively, according to 
their assimilation and components of chief value, under Section 2499 
of the Revised Statutes, (Heyl, 908,) is hereby affirmed. 

EespectfuUy, 

B. H. BBISTOW, 

Secretary. 

COLLBCTOB OF OuSTOMS, Detroit^ Mich. 
4 • 
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(2126.) 
Amerioa/i^ McuMnery returned from Abroad after tfHng. 

Tbeasubt Dbpabtieent, Mareh 1, 1875. 

Sm: Your eommnnication of the 16th ultimo is received, transmit- 
ting application of John W. Hoyt, dated Brownsville, Febroary 8, 
1875, for free return of a boiler, engine, &c., alleged to have been 
exported by him to Mexico, Angast 6, 1874, and to be now in the 
same condition as exported. 

The decisions of this Department of November 3, 1868, and Novem- 
ber 9, 1869, restricting tlie free retnrn of machinery of American 
manofiekitare, relate only to new machinery, which, being set up and 
used in a foreign country, could not be returned in the same condition 
as when exi)orted. But machinery already used would present a dif- 
ferent question, and, in returning it to the United States, account 
must be taken of its condition relatively to that it had when exported. 
If satisfied that the machinery referred to by Mr. Hoyt is substantially 
in the same condition, as respects wear and present value, that it had 
when exported, you are authorized to admit it free of duty. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 



CoLLEOTOB OF CUSTOMS, BroumeviUe, Toomls. 



Secretary. 



(2127.) 
Ohureh Fumiture^DuHable. 

Tbeasubt Dbpabtmbnt, March 2, 1875. 

Sm : Your communication of the 22d ultimo was duly received, com- 
plaining of a charge for duty made at the port of New York, on an 
article imported by you, known as ^< a memorial lectern," for church 
uses. 

The law admitting certain articles free for churches, specifically re- 
stricts such admission to '< regalia." The term is properly applicable 
only to articles worn on the i>erson or used in the hand in the perform- 
ance of religious ceremonies. The lectern is not such an article, but 
properly an article of church furniture. 

The action of the collector is entirely correct in assessing duty on 

the importation in question. 

Very respectfully, 

B. H. BBISTOW, 

Secretary. 
Rev. Jambs W. Stuabt, Pastor Sit John^s Churchy 

Johnstoum^ Fulton Oo.y N. Y. 
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(2128.) 
OoUon Laoe^Olasn/UaUan of. 

Tbbaisubt Dbpabucbnt, Marek 2, i87& 

Sm: Your letter of tl^e 17th altiiup is leceivedy reporting 6n the ap- 
peal (1915 o) of Arnold, Constable & Ck>., from yonr decision assessing 
daty at the rate of 35* per centam ad valorem, less 10 per oentam, on 
certain lace, imported per ^< Bothnia,"* Angnst 21, 1874, which thej 
claim to be dntiable at 30 per centam ad valorem, as ^< thread lace." 

The report of the appraiser, as well as the appeal itself^ shows that 
the lace in question is mannfiictared of cotton, and therefore is, in fiict, 
" cotton lace." 

The claim of the imi)orter must therefore be rejected, as the Depart- 
ment held, nnder date of October 27, 1874, (not pablished,) that in no 
case can cotton lace be classified as thread lace. 

Your decision is affirmed. 

I am, tery respectfolfy, 

B. BL BEISTOW, 

Seereiarf* 
GoixBOTOB OF Customs, Ifew York. 



(2129.) 
Saehs containing Seed^^Dutidble. 

Tbeasuby Dspabthent, March 2, 1875. 

Sib: Yonr letter of the 15th ultimo is received, transmitting the 
appeal (48(f) of Messrs. Parker & Ganwett from your decision assess- 
ing duties on certain sacks containing seed, imported by them per 
steamer ^< Samaria," January 25, 1875. 

The question raised by the appellants is, whetdier the vahie of these 
sacks, being the coverings of certain seeds subject to ad valoi^em duty, 
should be added to that of the seeds for assessment of duty thereon, 
the sacks being of foreign production^ partially worn, and once before 
imported, duty paid thereon, and exported to be refilled. 

Your decision, iu assessing duty on the sacks as a part of the duti- 
able value of the importation, being in accordance with Section 2907 
€>f the Bevised Statutes aud Articles 437 and 467 of Treasury Begu- 
lations of 1874, is hereby affirmed. 

Yery respectfully. 
By order: J. F. HABTLBY, 

AsHitawt Secretary. 
ObiXEcrpB OF Customs, Boston. 
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(2130.) 
Gin in Jug9 — No Damage AWnoanee on. 

Tbeasubt Department, March 3, 1875. 

Sib: Your eommanication of the 24th ultimo was dnly received, 
enclosing appeal (No. Slid) of W. H. Yredenbergh from yoar assess- 
ment of duty on certain gin, imi)orted by him per " Alice," February 
8, 1875, without allowance of 5 per cent, in lieu of breakage. 

You report that claim in this case is made under section 2 of the 
act of February 8, 1875^ and on the claim of the importer that the 
gin actually sustained damage by breakage on the voyage of imi)pr- 
tation. 

You also state. that you decline to make the allowance because the 
law is specific in stating that it shall be ou wines, liquors, cordials, 
and spirits in bottles, whereas the present importation is in jugs. 
You also state that the importer should, in case damage occurred 
during the voyage of importation, have made claim to obtain damage 
in the usual way, as provided for all other merchandise. 

It appears, on examination, that the invoice describes the articles 
containing the gin as jugs, and not bottles. Your statement is there- 
fore sustained, and the Department declines to authorize the allowance 
in this or any similar case in which the packages are not strictly in 
conformity to the terms used in the law providing for such allowance. 

The invoice enclosed by you is herewith returned. 
I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BEISTOW, 

Seeretary. 

OoLLBOTOB OP CUSTOMS, New Orleans^ La. 



(2131.) 
Mixed Ooodt, 



Tbeasuby Dbpabtment, Match 4, 1876. 
Sib : In reply to your letter of the 16th ultimo, in which you ask for 
a construction of the last clause of the first section of the act of Feb- 
ruary 8, 1875, and state that a difference of opinion exists in youl 
office in regard to' such construction, you are informed, that the goodf 
exempted from the operation of that section by the last clause an 
simply left to pay the rates of duties prescribed by previous laws, cob 
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seqaently, if silk is the material of chief value in such goods, wbktr 
ever material (other than wool) is associated with it, the duty will be 
50 per centum ad valorem; and the force of the assimilating clauses of 
the law generally will also be api^licable as explained in various de- 
cisions of this Department. 

If the goods are substantially cottons, however, having a very small 
proportion of silk, they will be charged duty as cottons. 

Goods composed in part of silk, in which cotton, flax, wool, or 

worsted is a component material in the proportion of less than 25 per 

cent of the entire value of the component materials, wiU be charged 

at the rate'of 60 per cent, ad valorem. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BBISTDW, 

Seeretary. 
Appraibeb, San Framisco. 



(2132.) 
Indian Bed. 



Tbkasuby Depabtmbnt, March 4, 1875. 

Gentlemen : In reply to your communication of the 27th ultimo, in 
which you claim identity of the article known sl» Indian red, with 
^'colcothar, or red oxide of iron," and state the law of June 6, 1872, 
under which colcothar was declared free of duty, authorized the ad- 
mission of Indian red also, you are informed that this identity has not, 
heretofore, been admitted by the Department. 

All forms of oxide of iron which are the subject of preparation or 
manufacture, as Venetian red, Indian red, and other like preparations 
used as pigments, are preparations into which there enters more or less 
of other materials. The native Indian red, alike with the native Yene- 
tian red, is a natural compound of earth with oxide of iron. 

Manufactured articles bearing the same name may be prepare by 
mixing the earth *or other material with the pure oxide. Oblcothar is 
a nearly pure oxide of iron, essentially different from either, and it is 
specifically named in the tariff act as free of duty, while Indian red is 
specifically charged with duty at 25 per cent, ad valorem. 

Eespectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

JSecretary. 

Habbison Bbo's & Co., Philadelphia^ Fa. 
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(2133.) 

OhinorOrass Yam, 

Treasury Department, March 6, 1876. 

8iB: Tour letter of the 8th of October, X874, is received, transmit- 
ting the appeal (1933 o) dated April 22, 1874, of Yogt & Dietzee, from 
your decision assessing duty at the rate of 35 per cent, on certain so- 
called yam fibre, imported per " City of Paris,'' April 10, 1874. 

It appears from the special report of the appraiser, and an inspection 
of samples, that the merchandise in qnestion consists of a yam or fibre 
made from the ramie plant, (which is known both as << ramie" and 
China or sea-grass,) and that it is commercially known as China-grass 
yam. 

, The Department therefore rejects the claim of the importer that the 
merchandise should be classified as an nnenumerated manufactured 
article, and concurs with the appraiser in the opinion that it is dutiable 
at the rate aforesaid, under the provision for ^' all other articles com- 
posed of grass," contained in section 22 of the act of March 2, 1861^ 
since re-enacted in Schedule M of the Bevised Statutes. 

Yoar decision is affirmed. 

I am, very respectfully, 

CHAS. F. CONANT, 

Acting Secretary. . 

Ooj-LBOTOR OF CUSTOMS, N'ew Yorh. 



(2134.) 

Ma/nufadtures of Flax a/nd Worsted. 

Treasury Department, March 6, 1875. 

Sir: Your letter of January 29, 1875, is received, transmitting the 
appeal (9138 o) of Morrison, Herriman & Co. from your decision assess- 
ing duty at the rates of 50 cents per pound and 35 per centum ad 
valorem, less 10 per cent., on certain manufactures of flu and worsted, 
imported x>er ^^Holsatia," December 4, 1874. 

It appears that the goods consist of flax fabrics, embroidered with 
worsted, valued at aver eighty cents per pound, and that the worsted 
portion is an integral and substantial component material thereof. 

The claim of the importers to enter them as linen must be rejected. 
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as they are clearly liable to daty ad aforesaid, under the provision for 
" all manafactores of every description, composed whoUy or in part' 
of worsted," contained in Schedule L of tlie Revised Statutes. 
Your decision is afiirmed. 

I am, very respectfully, 

OHAS. F. OONANT, 

Acting Secretary* 
GOLLEOTOB OP OuSTOMS, Ncw TorJc, 



(2136.) 
Oertifloate necessary to an Oath. 

Tbbasxtby Dbpabtmbnt, March 8, 1875. 

Sib: I am in receipt of your letter of the 2d instant, inquiring 
whether an acknowledgment taken before a notary public or justice 
of the peace, of a power of attorney, bill of sale, or mortgage, intended 
for record in a custom-house, should be accompanied by a certificate 
of some competent officer of the authority of such notary or justice to 
act in such capacity, when such office is located in a district or State 
other than that in which the custom-house is situated. 

You are informed, in reply, that, in case the justice or notary has no 

seal, and the officers of the custom-house are unacquainted with his 

signature, it is usual to require evidence to be given of his official 

character and the genuineness of his signature, by the certificate, 

under seal of the appointing i)ower, or of the clerk of the county, or 

of the county court, or of some other court, or of any local officer 

having cognizance of the facts^ and authorized by the law of the 

State to certify the same. 

Yery respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary, 
OoLLBOTOB OP CUSTOMS, Charleston, 8. 0. 



(2136.) 
Sprats in Oil 

Tbeastjbt Dbpabtmbnt, Mardi 9, 1875. 

Sib : Your letter of the 2d instant is received, reporting upon appeal, 
(8836 c,) of Messrs. Dutel & Knowlton, from your decision assessing 
duty at the rate of 50 per centum ad valorem on certain 735 cans of 
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-sprats preserved in oil, imported by them per the " Sole," December 
3, 1874. 

The appraiser reports <^ that the article in question is a sprat pre- 
served in oil, in the same manner that the sardine is. That when so 
prepared, it is commercially known as a sardine, being branded as such 
upon the boxes, and sold as such to the trade. That in the case in 
question, the packages or boxes were what are known as one-fourth 
boxes or tins, and were each branded 'Sardines Phuile,' and were 
described in the affidavit taken before the consul in Marseilles as 
* Sardines in oil.'" 

Under section 2499 of the Bevised Statutes, the importations in 
questioii were clearly subject to the duty prescribed on sardines pre* 
served in oil or otherwise, and your decision being in accordance there- 
with, and with the principle enunciated in Department ruling of May 
24, 1872, (Synopsis 1128,) as to smelts in oil, is hereby affirmed. 

Very respectfully, 

B. H. BEISTOW, 



OoLUBOTOB OP Customs, Ifew TarJc. 



Secretury. 



(2137.) 

Ydiow Metal. 

Tebasuby Depabtiiient, March 9, 1876. 

Sm: Yellow sheathing metal and yellow-metal bolts must pay duty 

imposed on manufactures of copper, and are entitled to drawback when 

used in^ the construction or repair of vessels built in the United 

States, employed in foreign trade. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BBISTOW, 

Secretary. 
OoLLEOTOB OP CUSTOMS, New York. 



(2138.) 
Admeasurement of Vessels of Sweden cmd Norway* 

Treasury Department, March 9, 1876. 

The government of Sweden and Norway having adopted the system 

of admeasurement of vessels in use in the United States, to take effect 

on the first of April next, you are informed that on and after that date, 

the rule applied in Article 147 of the Begulations of 1874, directing 
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that certain foreign vessels, the registers of which indieate their ton- 
nage, shall be taken in ports of the United States to be of the tonnage 
expressed in such registers, with the addition of the amount of the de- 
ductions made under the laws of the country to which the vessel may 
belong, not authorized by the admeasurement lawsx>f the United States, 
will be esttended to all vessels of Sweden which may be admeasured 
under the system mentioned, so long as a corresponding courtesy shall 
be extended to vessels of the United States in the ports of Sweden. 

Deductions from the gross tonnage of vessels are authorized by the 
Swedish government in Article 6 of the Boyal Ordinance of May 15, 
1874, as follows: 

{a.) In every ship propelled by steam or other power requiring engine 
room ; the space occupied by the propelling power, or necessary for the 
access of air and light to the engine-room. 

(b,) Spaces, whether above or below deck, used exclusively for lodg- 
ing the crew. 

(o.) Caboose or kitchen. 

(d.) Companion conducting to the cabins and to the lodgings of the 
crew; the skylights; the hatchways; the quarter-galleys ; and other 
similar constructions of limited dimensions. 

{e.) Shelter for passengers on deck not used for lodgings. 

The Swedish Minister has stated that these deductions will be found 
inscribed upon the certificate of admeasurement. 

Before granting the privilege above mentioned, officers of the customs 
should ascertain that the vessel concerned was admeasured, under the 
system referred to, on or after the first of April, 1876. Norwegian 
vessels will be readmeasnred as heretofore. 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 

COLLBOTORS OF CUSTOMS. 



(2139.) 
Merchandise must he Entered at Port of Destination specified in Manifest. 

Tbbasury Department, March 10, 1875. 

Sir : I have received your letter of the 9th iust., asking a decision 
upon the following hypothetical question: Can a foreign vessel with 
free cargo, arriving at port of destination, proceed to another port with- 
out unlading cargo f 
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^ You are informed, in reply, that anless the merchanduKTis spedfled in 
the manifest verified before the collector of the port at which the 
yeasel first arriyes, to be destined for another district, it is the practice 
to require the same to be unladen at such first port Should, however, 
an actual case arise at your port it may be submitted to the Depart- 
ment for special instructions. 

Very respectfhlly, 

B. H, BBI8T0W, 

8eoretarp. 
OoLUBOTOB OF OusTOMS, Biohmondj Va. 



(2140.) 
Sted ffair Pins. 



Tbbasust DEPABTMB^t, Morch 10, 1875. 

Sib: Your report of the 10th ult, upon appeal No. 3Si03o of J. D. 0. 
Gillespie, was duly received, relating to the rate of duty, 00 per cent, 
less 10 per cent, collected on certain steel hair pins, imported. by him 
per the ^'Herman," September 28, 1874. 

You rei)ort that the appraiser holds these goods dutiable at 50 per 
cent ad valorem, because of their similarity in material and uses to 
iroU'VTire hair pins, on which that rate of duty is chargeable. 

I^e Department, however, holds that the material is so fiir distinct 
as to require them to be charged with the rate of duty applicable to 
manufactures of steel not otherwise provided for, at 45 per cent 
ad valorem, less 10 per cent, and you are therefore directed to re- 
liquidate the entry accordingly, and to take the proper steps to refhnd 
any excess of duty paid by the party in interest 
I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BBISTOW, 

GOLLBOTOB OF OUSTOHS, Hfew York, 
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(2141.) 
Beaded Silk Lace. 

Tbbasuby DbpabtmbnT) Mareh 10, 1875. 

Sib: Your commanioation of January 22 last, is received, in which 
you claim in behalf of Measrs. Miller & Gibb a classification at the rate 
of 40 per cent., or 50 per cent ad valorem, as against the rate of 60 per 
cent, Charged by the appraiser, on certain beaded lace, a sample of 
which yon enclose. 

Yon state that the classification affixed by the appraisers is based 
upon their assumption tliat it is silk lace, whereas yon claim that it is 
a mannfactnre of silk and of glass beads, silk chief value. 

On examination of the samples,^ and reference to the distinction 
made by the appraiser, it is evident that the article is, in all its leading 
characteristics, silk lace; that the beads constitute merely an orna- 
mental addition to the lace of comparatively trifling value, and that 
the uses, or purposes to which it is applied, are precisely the same as 
lace without such ornamentation. This classification must therefore 
be held to be correct, and the several appeals appear to have been 
covered in the ordinary course of decision by this Department 
I am, very respectftdly, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Seeretary. 

laiAO Ppn.T.TPS, Esq., Attorney at LaWy No. 50 Liberty «&, N. T. ^ 



(2142.) 
Tebasubt Dbpabtmbnt, March 10, 1875. 

Ohamp€i{p^e mthdraum from. Warehouse-^-No AUowanoe for Breakag'e. 

Sm : I am in receipt of your letter of the 24th ultimo, transmitting 
the appeal, (260d,) dated February 19, 1875, of Messrs. J. D. & M. 
Williams from your decision disallowing their daim for an allowance 
of 5 per cent to be deducted from the invoice quantity, in lieu of 
breakage, oh certain champagne wine withdrawn from warehouse for 
consumption on the 11th ultimo; the appellants claiming that, they are 
entitled to such allowance by virtue of sections 2 and 3 of the act 
approved February 8, 1875. 

In reply, I have to state that the Department, under date of the 19th 
nltimo, in answer to an inquiry of the collector at the port of New 
York whether, under the 2d section of the act of February 8, 1875^ 
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which provides for an allowaace of 5 per centum in lien of breakage 
upon all effervescing wines, liquors, cordials, and distilled spirits in 
bottles, sach allowance is to be extended to such wines, &c.^ remaining 
in public store or bonded warehouse, decided that such goods were not 
entitled to the allowance of 5 per centum. 

The grounds on which this position is taken are that the 5 per 
centum specified is an allowance in lieu of breakage, and is therefore 
analogous to allowances for damage from other causes. Actual allow- 
ance for breakage may have been made upon entries of effervescing 
wines in warehouse, and it is presumed that it has been made in all 
cases where breakage has actually occurred. To allow this percentage 
after importation, and such first allowance for breakage had been made, 
would be to make two abatements for a single loss on account of 
breakage. 

Your decision assessing duty without such allowance is .therefore 

afiftrmed. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BEISTOW, 



GOLLBOTOB OF OUSTOMS, BosUm. 



Secretary. 



(2143.) 
Alizarine — Olassiflcatian of. 

Tbeasubt Department, March 12, 1876. 

Sir: Tour communication of the 10th instant is received, reporting 
on the statement of James Higgins, of Providence, Bhode Island, 
that the classification affixed by you to alizarine, named as free of 
duty in the act approved February 8, 1875, was held to apply only to 
the article so named derived from madder, and not to that derived 
from coal tar. 

You state that, if approved by the Department, you will admit the 
identity of the two products, and that the term "alizarine," in the act 
of February 8, 1875, is intended to apply to the article commercially 
so known, without regard to any distinction as to its origin. 

The Department holds that the construction of the law is not open 

to doubt on this point, and that alizarine in all forms should be 

regarded as being covered by the terms of the act alluded to. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 
Naval. Officer, Ifetc York. 
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(2144.) 

OaUis of Shippers. 

Tbbasuby Dbpastment, March 12, 1875. 

Article 658 of the Beyised Begalatioos of 1874 prescribes the fol- 
lowing form of oath to be taken on combined entries for warehoose 
and immediate transportation in the TJnited States : 

OATH OB APFIBMATION OF SHIPPEB. 

I do solemnly, sincerely, and tmly that the goods, wares, 

and merchandise, described in the within entry, now delivered by me 

to the collector of the customs for the port of , are truly intended 

to be transported in bond to the port of and delivered to the 

collector of said port, accordiDg to the provisions of the warehousing 
laws and the regulations of the Secretary of the Treasury. 

TJpc^ reference to the General Regulations of 1857, and the Ware- 
house Eegulations of 1868, Part Y, it will be seen that the foregoing 
oath was prescribed for an ordinary withdrawal entry from warehouse 
for transportation, which was only taken after all the obligations of 
the importer to thiB Gtovernment had been received. 

Article 467 of the Begulations of 1857 and article 71, Regulations 
of 1868, prescribed that the oath to be taken on entries for warehouse 
and immediate triMisportation should be the same as that taken on a 
warehouse entry, and articles 431 and 27 of the respective Begulations 
mentioned prescribed that the oath to be taken on a warehouse entry 
should be the same as that on an entry for immediate payment of 
duties. The oath to be taken in such cases is that prescribed by the 
act of March 1, 1823, section 4, incorporated in the Revised Statutes 
at section 2841, and is set forth in article 353 of the Regulations of 
1874. 

In order to hold importers to a more strict responsibility for the 
correctness of their invoices and entries, in cases of entries for ware- 
house and immediate transportation, it is hereby directed, that on 
entries of this cla«s there shall be taken one of the oaths prescribed 
by article 353 of the Regulations of 1874, with the addition thereto of 
that prescribed by article 658. 

Blank forms for such oaths will be furnished on requisition. 

B. H. BBISTOW, 

Secretary. 

OOLLBOTOBS OF GUSTOMS AIXD OTHBBS. 
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(2145.) 

Damage Allowimcej in lieu of Breakage^ an all WineSj Liquors^ 4&c., in 

Bottles. 

Tbbasubt DBPABTiiCBirT, March 13, 1875. 

Sib: Your eommunication of the 20th nltimo was duly received, 
asking whether the allowance of 5 per centum provided by section 2 
of the aet of February 8, 1875, as an allowance on wines, liquors, 
cordials, and distilled spirits in bottles^ to be deducted from the in- 
voice quantity in lieu of breakage, is to be applied to importations in 
which no breakage exists or none is claimed. 

In reply, you are informed that allowances, as heretofore known in 
the law and prescribed originally by the statute of 1799, have been 
made from the entire invoice quantity without regard to any ascer- 
tained breakage ; and when such allowances are provided by law, no 
greater quantity or abatement can be admitted, although the actual 
breakage or leakage, as the case may be, should exceed the percentage 
prescribed by the statute. 

The construction of the Department, therefore, is that this allowance 
is to be made irrespeictive of any claim or proof of actual breakage, 
and as being an allowance, which in general terms is applied to all 
wines or liquors named in the law. 

Yery respeetftilly, 

B. H. BBISTOW, 

OOLLBOTOB OF OusTOHS, ToledOj Ohio. 



(2146.) 

Value declared on Entry not to he reduced by Certified Invoice Value. 

Tbbasitbt Dbfabtment, March 15, 1875. 

Sib : Your communication of the 5th instant is received, transmitting 
the application of O. H. TuUy & Co., dated the 27th ultimo, in which 
they ask an abatement of duty upon certain differences between the 
values represented on a pro forma invoice entered uuder section 10 
of the so-called Moiety Act of June 22, 1874, and certain consular cer- 
tified invoices subsequently received representing the same merchan- 
dise, which invoices they enclose. 
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The Department has uniformly held, as will appear by the General 
Begalations of 1^7, 1869, and 1874, that where the certified invoice 
sabsequently shows less than the entered value, no reduction can be 
made, although if such invoice should present an increase, duties must 
be levied on the excess. 

The act of June 22, 1874, above referred to, permits the importer to 
make entry in the absence of a certified invoice, upon such data as he 
may have in his possession. The theory of the law is that he is in a 
position to know the actual cost or the true market value of the mer- 
chandise. The presumption is, that he is not likely to overstate, and 
there is nothing in the act itdelf authorizing a reduction on the ground 
that the invoice subsequently produced shows him to have been mis- 
taken. In other words, he is estopped by his own act from claiming 
such reduction, and the Department therefore holds, in view of section 
2900 of the Revised Statutes, that the same rule still applies. 

Under these circumstances, it is proper to hold the importers to the 
value declared as correct on their original instruction and attested on 
entry. 

The invoices enclosed are herewith returned. 

Respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretarff. 

OoLLBCTOS OF GusTOMS, Bostony Moss. 



(2147.) 
eiass Balls for Chriatmas Trees. 

Tbeasubt Dbpabtmbnt, March 15, 1875. 

Sib : Your letter of December 3, 1874, is received, transmitting the 
appeal (5427 c) of Messrs. Regenhard, Scherill & Co. from your decision 
assessing duty at the rate of 50 per cent, ad' valorem (less 10 per cent.) 
on certain so-called << glass balls," imported by them per the << Weser," 
August 24, 1874. 

The appraiser returns the goods as glass beads. The api>eUant8 
state them to be << glass balls, manufactured of, or niade of moulded 
glass, and used to decorate Christmas trees." K this statement is 
correct, they should not, in the opinion of the Department, have been 
classified as "beads," but as children's toys, and duty assessed upon 
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them at the rate of 50 per ceat. ad valorem, withoat 10. per cent, re- 
duction. 

Yoa will reliquidate the duty accordingly, and collect the amount 
found to be due the Government. 

Very respectfully, 

B. H. BEISTOW, 

Secretary, 
GoLLECTOB OF GusTOMS, IKew York. 



(2148.) 

Percussion Ccises for Cartridges. 

Trbasuby Depabtmbnt, March 16, 1875. 
Snt : Tour letters of January 19 and February 11, 1875, are received^ 
transmitting the appeals (8700 c and 9736 c) of Messrs. Joseph G. Grubb 
& Co. from your decision assessing duty at the rate of 40 per cent ad 
valorem on certain so-called " central fire cases," (being cartridge cases 
with percussion caps in the centre,) imported by them per the " Penn- 
sylvania,'' December 8, 1874, and the " Indiana," January 7, 1875. 

The appellants claim that the articles in question should be classi- 
fied for duty as manufactures of paper ; but the appraiser returned 
them as " percussion caps." 

The Department holds this classification by the appraiser to be cor- 
rect, under section 2499 of the Eevised Statutes, and your decision 
is therefore affirmed in each case. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BEISTOW, 

Secretary. 
GoLLECTOR OF CUSTOMS, Philadelphia. 



(2149.) 
Necklaces of Beads-^Buty on. 

Trbasuby Departmen.t, March 16, 1875. 

Sir : Your letter of the 13th ultimo is received, transmitting the appeal 
(9789 c) of Mr. B. Foulds from your decision assessing duty at the rate 
of 50 per centum ad valorem on certain merchandise imported by 
him per the " Hohenzollem," December 31, 1874, and returned by the 
appraiser as ^' beads." 
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The appellant claims that the articles in question are *' necklaces," 
known in the trade as mock jewelry, composed of paste, and made and 
baked on a string ready to wear. 

Samples of the articles forwarded to the Department shows them to 
be composed of a paste, resembling sealing-wax in appearance, and so 
soft that it can be readily cut with an ordinary pocket-knife. They 
seem to be made as represented, and are provided with a small locket 
of coiled brass wire. 

In the use to which they are applied they bear a similitude to beads, 
and are, in the opinion of Department, clearly dutiable as such. 

Your decision is therefore hereby affirmed. 
Very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 



CoLLiECTOB OF CUSTOMS, Neu: York. 



Secretary. 



(2150.) 

Fercuesian Caps. 

Trbasuby Depabtiosnt, March 16, 1875. 
Sir: Your letter of December 19, 1874, is received, transmitting the 
appeal (6734 c) of Mesars. B. Patrick & Co. from your decision assess- 
ing duty at the rate of 45 per centum ad valorem on certain percussion 
caps, imported by them per the *• France," July 20, 1874. 

The rate of duty on percussion caps being specifically provided for 
at 40 per centum ad valorem by the Revised Statutes, the construction 
previously given to the at* of February 24, 18G9, charging them with 
duty at the rate of 45 per eentam, as manufactures of copper, no longer 
applies, and your assessment of duty at that rate is hereby reversed. 

You will please reliquidate the duty accordingly at 40 per centum, 
without reduction of 10 per centum, and take the necessary steps for 
the refund of the amount paid in excess. 

Very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary, 
COLLEGTOB OF CUSTOMS, New York. 
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(2151.) 
Coppm Spanglesy Silvered. 

Trbasxjby Department, March 17, 1876. 

Sm : Your commanicatioii of the 15th instant ia received, enclosing 
special report of the appraiser upon appeal (So. 9536 c) of Mesiirs. 
Horstman Bros. & Allien from your assessment of daty at the rate 
of 45 per centum, less 10 per cent., on certain spangles, imported by 
them per << Holsatia," December 4, 1874. You also transmit samples 
of the importation in question. 

On examination of the samples, and of the special report of the 
appraiser, it is shown that the white or silvered specimen, and claimed 
in the appeal to be of • white metal, are in fact of copper — immersion 
in acid removing the silver coating and showing copper,' of which the 
disk is composed. The illustration is conclusive as to the component 
material and proper rate of duty for the articles which are the subject 
of this appeal.. They were properly assessed at 45 per cent, ad va- 
lor^ip, less 10 per cent., as manufactures of copper not otherwise 
provided for, , 

Your decision is therefore hereby affirmed. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H* BRI8TOW, 

Secretary. 
GOLLBOTOS OF GuSTOMS, Kew York. 



(2152.) 
Iran in Blooms classed as Bar. 

TBBAStJRT Department, March 17, 1875. 

Sib : Your letter of the 10th instant is received, transmitting the 
appeal, (798 d,) dated March 8,' 1876, of J. Henry Bogers from your 
decision assessing duty at the rat.e of 1^ cents per pound, less 10 per 
centum, on certain Moisic iron blooms, imported from Ganada on the 
2d instant, the importer claiming that such iron should pay duly as 
pig iron, at the rate of $7 per ton, less 10 per centum. 

The 6th section of the act of February 7, 1875,* having placed Moisio 
iron in the same category for assessment of duty as all other iron, the 
only question to be determined in this case is, whether the said iron 
is more advanced than pig iron. 

On this question it appears that the iron is not known by the 
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designation of iron in pigs, bnt is invoiced, and is commonly known, 
bonght, and sold as iron in blooms, (a stage of manufacture in advance 
of pig iron,) and therefore is liable to duty at the rate prescribed for 
"iron in bars,'' as assessed by you under the provision in ** Schedule 
E," which is as follows : << But all iron in slabs, blooms, loops, or other 
forms less finished than iron in bars, and more advanced than pig 
iron, except castings, shall be rated as iron in bars, and pay duty 
accordingly." 
Your decision is therefore affirmed. 

I am, very respectfully^ 

B. H. BEISTOW, 

Secretary. . 
OOLLEOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Ogdenshurg, N. Y. 



(2163.) 
Imitation Gems, unset. 

TbeJlSUBT Department, March 17, 1876. 

Sib : Your letter of the 6th instant is' received, transmitting the 
appeal (494(2) of L. Newman & Co. from your decision assei^ing duty 
at the rate of 40 per centum ad valorem, less 10 per centum, on certain 
imitation precious stones, not set, imported per << Marathon," February 
17, 1876, which are claimed to be only^dutiable at the rate of 10 per 
centum ad valorem. 

It appears on investigation that the articles in question consist 
of stones of Bohemian glass colored and cut to represent various 
kinds of precious stones, the same being invoiced as ^'Stones of Bo- 
hemian glass." 

Under these circumstances, the claim of the importers to enter these 
imitations under the provision for real precious stones when not set, 
in Schedule M of the Eevised Statutes, at 10 per centum duty, must 
be rejected, as they are otherwise enumerated under the provisioil for 
<< Bohemian glass • • • and all manufactures of glass not other- 
wise provided for" at a duty of 40 x)er cent, ad valorem, less 10 per 
cent., contained in Schedule B of said Bevised Statutes. 

Your decision is affirmed. 

Very resi>ectfully, 

B. H. BBISTOW, 

Secretary. 
GoLLEOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Boston, Moss. 
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(L>154.) 
Damage- Allowance in lieu o/BreaJcage on Wines, dto., in Bottles. 

Tbeasubt Dspabtment, March 18, 1875. 

Sib : In reply to your commimication of the 16th instant, relative to 
the allowance specified in section 2 of the act approved Febroary 8, 
1875, to be made on wines, &c., in lien of breakage, yon are informed 
that the Department decides that no allowance can be made for break- 
age beyond the 5 per cent specified in that act. 

It is not optional with the importer whether to accept the allowance 

of 5 per cent, or demand actual breakage, the law now ^restrictiug the 

allowance in all cases to 5 per cent., such being the proper meaning of 

the words ^^ allowance in lien of breakage." 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BEISTOW, 

Secretary. 
GoLLEOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Detroit, Mich. 



(2165.) 

Circular Ifistructiona relative to the Importation of Ooode on Shipboard^ 
February 10, 1875. 

Tbeasubt Depabtment, March 18, 1875. 

The Department having, on the 12th instant, instructed the surveyor 
of customs at Cincinnati, by telegram, as follows : 

<' The day on which a vessel receiving goods in a foreign port is 
fully laden and cleared for departure is the date defined as that on 
which goods are actually on shipboard bound to the United States" — 
thereby recognizing a general rule which n^ight safely be adopted by 
the customs officers until further and more specific instructions should 
be given — the following general instructions are now issued for the 
information and guidance of all concerned : 

1. The fifth section of the act of March 3, 1875, providing for an 
increase of duties, excepts from such increase all <' goods, wares, or 
merchandise actually on shipboard and bound to the United States 
on or before the tenth day of February, 1876." 

This exception embraces all such goods, wares, or merchandise as 
were actually on board a vessel bound for the United States, the 
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goods also being destined and shipped for the United States on or 
before said date. 

2. The actnal brmdjlde clearance of the vessel from the foreign port 
will be held, in aU cases, as fixing, prima faciey the date when the 
goods were actually on board such vessel, and when the date of cleafr- 
ance is not lat^ than JB'ebrnary 10, 1875, no other evidence of the fact 
need be required. 

3. When the date of clearance is subsequent to February 10, 1875, 
but the goods are claimed to have been on board on or before that 
date, such other evidence may be received as shall be sufficient to 
establish, beyond reasonable doubt, the fact that the goods were actu- 
ally laden on board a vessel then actually destined for the United 
States, no change in the destination of the vessel having subsequently 
been made. 

4. As a general rule, evidence admissible in the cases referred to in 
the preceding paragraph may consist of original bills of lading, authen- 
ticated by a consular certificate, with any other documentary evidence, 
including the^^ ship's log-book," tending to establish, to the satisfac- 
tion of the collector, the actual date and circumstances of the ship- 
ment The affidavit of the master or first mate of a sailing-vessel, or 
of the captain or purser of a steamer, may be accepted as corrobora- 
tive evidence, and will be required in all cases where practicable. 

5. When the collector is not satisfied beyond reasonable doubt, in 
view of these instructions, as to any material fact necessary to the 
exemption of any dutiable goods claimed to be exempt from the said 
increase of duties, and in all cases of indirect shipment or of trans- 
shipment of goods claimed to be so exempt, he will exact such duties, 
which may be paid under protest, and the question will be considered 
by this Department as in other cases of protest and appeal. 

6. In special cases, where it may appear proper to apply for imme- 
diate instructions, such application may be made by the collector to 
this Department, on a full report of the facts and circumstances of the 
case, so for as known to him, without prejudice to the rights either of 
the Government or of the importer, and further proceedings on the 
importation will, in that case, be suspended until special instructions 
are given. Care will be taken, however, by collectors to avoid such 
applications when not absolutely necessary. 

B. H. BEISTOW, 
^ Secretary. 

OOIXXOTOBS Ain> OTHBB OFFICERS OF THB CtrSTOMS. 
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(2156.) 
Models or SampleSyCapaUle of being used — Dutiable. 

^ Treasury Department, March 19, 1875. 

Sir : I am in receipt of your letter of the 16th instant, transmitting' 
a special report from the appraiser in reference to the application of 
Messrs. F. W. Junge & Co. for the free entry of certain carriage' hard- 
ware imported by them, per " Silesia," in January last, and claimed to 
be exempt from duty, as samples or models. 

From the report of the appraiser, it appears that the said articles 
are castings for carriage hardware, and are fit. for use in the manu- 
facture of carriages, although, perhaps, these particular castings may 
not be intended for that use, but as models for making patterns. 

The free entry of samples is limited by the Eegulations of the De- 
. partment to such articles as have little or no commercial value, while 
models are exempt only when they cannot be fitted for use. 

The articles in question being valued at 400 rix marks, and being 
fit for use, cannot be admitted free; either as samples or models, and 
your assessment of duty thereon at the rate of 35 per cent, ad valorem^ 
less 10 per cent., is approved by the Dei)artment. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, 

CHAS. F. CONANT, 

Acting Secretary. 

Collector op Customs, New York. 



(2167.) 
Grain Imported to be Ground — Subject to Duty, 

Treasury Department, March 19, 1875. 

Sir: I am in receipt of your communication of the 16th instant, en- 
closing application of Charles V. Gaskill, dated the 15th of March, at 
Niagara Falls, New York, in which a request is made that farmers 
.living in the vicinity of the residence or mill of Mr. Gaskill, be per- 
mitted to import grain for the purpose of grinding at the said mill, 
and to return the product of such grinding free of duty. 

In reply, you are informed that the law authorizing the importation 
of certain materials into the United States to be manufactured and 
re-exported free of duty is specific in naming every such article, and 
no provision exists for the importation of wheat to be ground to flour 
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and re-exported. In the absence of such sipecial provision, every arti- 
cle of foreign manufacture or production brought within the limits of 
the United States must pay the duty prescribed by law. You will so 
inform Mr. Gaskill. 

Very respectfully, 

CHAS. F. CONANT, 

Acting Secretary, 
CoLLECTOB OF CUSTOMS, Suipension Bridge^ New York, 



(2158.) 
Silk Trimminga for Ihresse*. 

Treasury Department, March 20, 1875. 

Sir: Your communication of January 11th last, with report of the 
appraiser enclosed, both relating to the appeal (5972 o) of Messrs. Lord 
& Taylor, was duly received. 

The appellants claim that the manufEicture of silk represented by 
their importation per << America," November 16, 1874, being a manu- 
facture of silk, embroidered, and proper for use in trimming dresses, 
was entitled to admission under the general provision of law pre- 
scribing duty on embroideries. 

The appraisers report that the use to which said manufacture is ap- 
plied is that of trimming dresses, and ornamentation of such, and 
dutiable under the act affixing a duty at 60 per cent, ad valorem on 
trimmings, and that the}^ are not properly classified as embroideries. 

The Department sustains the classification made by you, and your 
decision assessing duty at the rate of 60 per cent, is hereby affirmed. 
I am, very respectfully, 

CHAS. F. CONANT, 

Acting Secretary. 

COLLBOTOR OF CUSTOMS, New York. 



(2159.) 
Plaster, used as a Fertilizer— Dutiable when ground. 

Treasury Department, March 23, 1876. 

Sir: In reply to your communication of the 6th inst., inquiring 
whether "land plaster used Exclusively as a fertilizer" is free of duty, 
you are informed that the words "plaster of Paris, or sulphate of lime 
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UDgFoaDd," are hel4 by the Department to apply to raw stone, not so 

crushed or powdered as to come within the limits of the law relating 

to manafactared articles, not otherwise provided for, the rate of duty 

on which is 20 per cent, ad valorem. It must be imported un- 

ground to be free of duty. The text of the law admitting plaster of 

Paris, or sulphate of lime unground, free of duty, necessarily implies 

that the same articles ground, would be chargeable with duty. 

I am, very respectfully, 

OHAS. F. CONAIH), 

Acting Secretary. 
Messrs. Hanet Bbos., N4}. 202 Washington «t, Buffalo^ N. Y. 



(2160.) 
Herring or other Fish in barrels not embraced in Act of February 8, 1875. 

TbeJlSUBT Department, Maralh 23, 1875. 

SiB: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of 
the 18th inst., in which reference is made to the terms of the act of 
February 8, 1875, providing that '^cans or packages nfade of tin or 
other material containing fish of any kind admitted free of duty under 
any existing law or treaty, not exceeding one quart in contents, shall 
be subject to a duty of one cent and a half on each can or package, and 
when exceeding one quart should be subject to an additional duty of 
one cent and a half for each additional quart or fraction thereof^" and 
in which you state that the appraiser has made requisition on yon for 
<< ganger's return for 277 barrels herrings to facilitate classification for 
duty." 

In reply, you are informed that the act referred to is not construed 

by this Department as being applicable to herring or other fish in 

barrels. The words <<cans or packages made of tin or other material" 

are construed to apply to packages other than the ordinary barrels or 

kegs in which herring, mackerel, and sea-caught fish have generally 

been packed heretofore in commerce, and only to cans, jars, boxes, or 

other like packages of smaller size and not in conimercial use as the 

equivalent of barrels. 

In the particular case referred to by you it does not appear that a 
ganger's return is necessary, as it is not stated that the barrels con- 
tained smaller packages, or are other than the ordinary barrels in which 
herring are packed. 

Very respectfully, 

CHAS. F. CONANT, 

Acting Secretary. 
CoLLBOTOE OP CUSTOMS, New Tork. 
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(2161.) 

droular Letter with reference to Betums of Medical and Surgical Reports 
and a proper conformity to the Official Nomenclature ofDieeaaee. 

Tbeasuby Depabtmbnt, 
Supervising Surgeon GeneraTs Office^ March 24, 1875. 

The following instractions governing the mode of rendering medical 
and surgical reports are hereby promulgated : 

1. In the use of the official Nomenclature of Diaeaeesy (reports on 
Forms Id and 16 and surgeon's certificates on Forms 6 and 7,) the 
English names, to which preference has purposely been given, will 
hereafter be exclusively employed. 

2. All diseases and injuries of which there are cases will be reported 
in the order indicated by the Nomenclature, but it is not Required that 
divisions and groups should be distinguished by writing out their 
tiUes. 

3. Distinct varieties of any disease or injury must be specified in 
accordance with the said Nomenclature ; and 

4. In returning cases of local disease or injury, the part or parts 
affected must invariably be specified. 

JNO. M. WOODWOETH, 

Supervising Surga^ Qeneral. 
Mbdioal Offickbs of U. S. Maoinb-Hospital Sbsyioe, 

And others having Marine Patients in charge. 



(2162.) 
Home Port and Hailing Place identical. 

Tbeasubt Depabtmbnt, March 25, 1875. 

SiB: I have received your letter of the 23d instant, requesting a 
decision on the following questions : 1. Is a home port the same thing 
as a hailing port! 2. May some small place within a port from 
which marine documents are issuable be recognized as the hailing 
placet 

In reply to the first question, you are informed that this Department 

recognizes no place as the hailing place, unless it is a port established 

by law. To the second question I reply in the negative. 

Very respectfully, 

CHAS. F. OONANT, 

Acting Secretary. 
OOLLBOTOB OP CUSTOMS, Ncw York. 
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(2163.) 
Figures cast in Metalj in imitation of Bronze or Marble. 

Treasttby Depabtment, March 25, 1875. 

Snt: Your communication of the 9th altimo was duly received, 
reporting upon the application of Bev. E. Borin for free entry of 
certain statue/s for the use of the church of the Sacred Heart of 
Notre Dame, Indiana. 

It appears by your report, as well as by the entry and appraisement 
order, that the '< statues" in question are' castings of iron or other 
metal, finished in imitation of statues of bronze or marble, but not 
such in fact. 

The Department will not preclude the acceptance of professional 
productions of sculptors in other materials than marble; but the 
ground on which they claim to conform to the technical description 
of statues embraced in the law must be made very clear; and, to 
entitle them to classification as statues, they must be absolutely the 
professional production of a statuary or sculptor only. 

The evidence ofiered in the present case by the importer is insuf- 
ficient to establish the claim that tbe figures referred to are such 
professional productions. 

The question of the material of which they are constructed is unim- 
portant, and the n^anner of production, whether by casting or by chisel- 
ing, is also not decisive. 

Duty appears to have been properly assessed upon them as manu- 
factures of the metal of which they are composed, and your decision 
in so assessing duty is hereby affirmed. 

I am, very respectfully, 

CHAS. F. CONAirr, 

Acting Secretary. 

CoLLEOTOB OP CUSTOMS, Ncio York City. 



(2164:.) 

Silk Begalia for Religious Societies — Free. 

Treasury Department, March 25, 1875. 

Sir: In reply to your letter of the 23d instant, making inquiry as 
to the liability to duty of silk regalia imported for religious/societies, 
I have to say that the Department regards the act of February 8, 
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1875, as fixing the rates of ddty, (oa articles of silk then liable to 

duty,) and not as bringing into the dutiable list articles which were 

then free of duty. Begalia for religious societies, whether of ajilk or 

other materials, therefore continues to be free of duty as heretofore. 

I am, very respectfully, 

CHAS. F. CONANT, 

AeHng Secretary. 
GoLLEOTOB OP CUSTOMS, Nme York. 



(2165.) 
Tbbasubt Dbpabtment, March 36, 1875. 

Line 3, paragraph IV, of Department Circular No. 60, July 16, 1874, 
is hereby amended so as to read : 

Printed matter, including blanks, blank books, charts, &c., 1 cent 
for every one ounce or fraction thereof. 

Officers applying for the ordinary stamp must state explicitly the 
necessity that exists for their use, especially if they are needed to 
enclose to private and disinterested parties in order to secure replies 
on official business. 

In making requisitions for official stamps, the amount used for a 
similar period as that asked for, and the amount 5n haiid at date, 
should be considered. 

The total value, as well as the several values, of stamps, should be' 

given in requisitions and reports. . . ' 

B. fl. BEISTOW, 

Secretary^ 



(2166.) 

Rate of Charge for the Care of Foreign Seamen. 

Tbeasubt Department, March 26, 1875. 

So much of sections 48 and 105 of the BegulatianSy U. 8. Marine 

HoepitfitX Service^ 1873, as relates to the rate of charge for the care of 

foreign seamen in marine hospitals is hereby repealed, and the charge 

for such care will be fixed from time to time by the Secretary of the 

Treasury for each hospital separately, as provided by paragraph 6 of 

<^ J.n a4it to promote economy and efficiency in the Marine-Hospital Service^^^. 

approved March 3, 1875. 

B. H. BEISTOW, 

Secretary. 

To COLLBOTORS OF CUSTOMS AND SURGEONS 

OF THE U. S. Marine-Hospital Service. 
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(2167.) 
Assessment and CollecHon of Hospital Dues. 

Tbeasuby Depabtmbnt, March 26, 1875. 

Tour attention is invited to Section 3, of an act entitled " An act to 
promote economy a/nd efficiency in the Marine-Hospital Service^^ approved 
March 3,1875, which provides: "That the term <«eawtan,' wherever 
employed in legislation relating to the Marine-Hospital Service, shall 
be held to indnde any person employed on board, in the care, preservation^ 
or navigation of oMy vessel, or in the service, on board, of those engorged in 
such care, preservation, or navigation.^ 

The term " seaman^^ therefore, includes captains, supercargoes, medi- 
cal officers, pursers, clerks, mates, pilots, engineers,^ quartermasters, 
gunners, boatswains, sail-makers, carpenters, watchmen, firemen, coal- 
heavers, or stokers, oilers, water«tenders, stewards, cooks, bakers, 
butchers, pantrymen, storekeepers, messmen, waiters, porters, cabin- 
boys, stewardesses, chambermaids, seamen, ordinary seamen, boys, 
deck-hands, first-class deck-hands, second-class deck-hands, or roust- 
abouts, lightermen, and aU other persons employed on board, as described 
in the section above referred to, and hospital dues will be assessed 

and collected accordi];igly. 

B. H. BRI8TOW, 

Secretary, 

OOLLEOTOBS OP CUSTOMS. 



(2168.) 
Sugar which arrived March 3, 1875 — Increased Duty on. 

Treasury Department, March 27, 1876. 

Sir : Your communication of the 22d instant, transmitting appeal 
(No. .1120 d) from your decision assessing duty at the rates prescribed 
in the act approved March 3, instant, on an importation of sugar by 
W. P. Hall, per schooner " Helen A. Bowen,'' is received. 

It appears from the statement of the appellant that the said cargo, 
laden at Cardenas, Cuba, arrived at your port at eleven o'clock on the 
morning of the 3d of March, and that entry of the cargo for duties 
was made on the morning of the 4th of March, at which time, no 
information being received as to the enactment of new rates, no demand 
was made for additional duties. Subsequently, demand being made for- 
additional duty, the sum of $649 32, gold, was paid under protest. 
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The qnestion at issue is therefore, only that embraced in the state- 
ment that information was not received, either at the custom-house or 
by the importer, of the increased rates of duty imposed by the act 
above cited. 

This Department has no authority to make an exception to the appli- 
cation of the law for the reason stated, nor has the appellant in this 
case ground for exception in the fact that the cargo arrived in the port 
on the mpming of the 3d of March. By decision of the Attorney Gen- 
eral in accordance with various precedents in the rulings of the courts, 
it is held that the day on which the act was signed cannot be divided. 
An importation at any time during the 3d of March would be charge- 
able with the duties imposed by an act signed on that day. 

Duty was therefore properly assessed by you, and your decision is 
hereby affirmed. 

Very respectfhlly, 

B. H. BEISTOW, 

Secretary. 

GoLLEOTOB OF CUSTOMS, CharUston^ 8. C. 



(2169.) 
Rubber Pouches. 



Tbeasuby Department, March 27, 18'J6. 

Sib : Your letter of November 19, 1874, is received, submitting the 
appeal, (3937c,) dated October 6, 1874, of Messrs. Strasburger & Pfeiffer, 
from your decision assessing duty at the rate of 25 per cent, ad valorem, 
without a reduction of 10 i)er cent., on certain rubber pouches, im- 
ported by them per " England,'' September 9, 1874. 

The appellants claim, first, that the articles in question are liable to 
duty at the rate of 20 per cent, ad valorem, under section 20 of the 
act of March 2, 1861 ; and secoud, that they, being composed wholly 
of ludia rubber, are entitled to the reduction of 10 per cent, under 
section 2 of the act of June 6, 1872. 

It appears from your report that the appraiser returned the goods 
as " manufactures wholly of India rubber, not otherwise provided for." 

They are, therefore, distinctly provided for in Schedule M, Section 
2604 of the Eevised Statutes, approved June 22, 1874, at the rate of 
25 per cent, ad valorem, and are entitled to the redaction of 10 per 
cent as manufactures of India rubber. ^ 
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You are therefore instructed to, reliquidate the entry accordingly, 
and to forward to the Department a certified statement for the refund 
of the duties exacted in excess. 

The same question being embraced in the following-described ap- 
X>eals, you will govern your action accordingly. • • • • 

Very respectftilly, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretaryi 
OoLLBOTOB OF CUSTOMS, New York. 



(2170.) 
Manufcbctures of Ruhher and Silky and other Materials. 

Treasuby Department, March 27, 1875. 

Sir : Your letter of the 16th of September, 1874, is received, trans- 
mitting the appeal (760 c) of M. J. Drucker from your decision assess- 
ing duty at the rate of 50 per cent, ad valorem on certain webbing, 
imported per " City of Paris," April 10, and " City of Eichmond," 
April 21, 1874. 

These webbings, it appears, are composed of India rubber, silk, and 
cotton — silk chief value. 

The claim of the appellants that the goods are dutiable at the rate 
of 35 per cent, ad valorem, less 10 per cent., must be rejected, as, 
under the provisions of the 8th section of the act of July 14, 1862, 
since re-enacted in Schedule M of the Eevised Statutes, " manufac^ 
tures of India rubber and silk, or manufactures of India rubber and 
silk and other materials," are subjected to a duty at the rate of 50 
per cent, ad valorem. 

Your decision is therefore affirmed. 

• • • • • # # 

lam, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 
OoLLBOTOB OF CUSTOMS, New York. 
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(2171.) 

Eegulatiant governing the Transportation of Merchandise tOj from^ and 
through the British Possessions in North Americaj under the Laws 
and the Treaty of Washington. 

TbbjlSUBT Department, March 30, 1875. 

The following Regalations, concerning the entry and transmission 
of merchandise to and from the possessions of Her Britannic Majesty 
in Korth America, over the territory of the United States, and vice 
versa, having been mntaally agreed upon by the Governments of the 
two countries, are hereby officially promulgated for the information 
of collectors of customs and all other officers and persons concerned. 

A list of the designated ports from which imported merchandise 
may be shipped in bond in transit through the United States to or 
from the Dominion of Canada, is hereto appended. (Appendix A.) 

The figures in brackets indicate corresponding sections in the Gen- 
eral Regulations of this Department^ dated 1874, which, so far as they 
relate to the subject of the present regulations, are hereby superseded. 

B. H. BBISTOW, 

Secretary. 

Relative to importations from contiguous territory of Domin- 
ion of Canada. 

Article 1. [234.] All vessels, from any foreign contigu- Act June 87, 
ous territory of the Dominion of Canada, with cargo, iRer. stat, § 
accompanied by the ordinary form of manifest, must be 
actually .unladen at the port of first arrival in the United 
States, in order to the inspection, entry, and appraisement 
of such cargo; or an inspector may be placed on board 
at such port, at the request of the master, owner, or con- 
signee of the cargo, and at his expense, who shall accom- 
pany the vessel to the place of destination, and, if it be 
in another district, deliver her to the collector thereof, or, 
if it be in the same district, superintend the unlading, and 
inspect the cargo. 

Art. 2. [238.J On the arrival of any boat of less than Act June 97, 
five tons burden, or of any railway car not passing over rjioV 'stat, § 
a continuous route, or other carriage or vehicle on said^^ 
frontiers, from foreign territory, the master, conductor, op 
other person in charge will be required to produce to the 
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collector or depaty collector at the first port of entry on 
the frontier a manifest of all the merchandise brought into 
the United States on such boat, car, or vehicle, and make 
oath or af&rmation thereto in the manner prescribed by 
law. This manifest and oath or affirmation will be accord- 
ing to the following form, viz.: 

[¥oBM 66.] 

Manifest of goods in boat of less than five tonsy cor, or other 

vehicle. 

Beport and manifest of merchandise laden on board the 
cars (or other vehicle or boat, speci^ng it) of — — , 

wheriBof is conductor, (or driver, or master^ 

or as the case may be,) which merchandise was taken on 
board at the places severally specified, viz : 



11 



III 



t 






I, 



-, do solemnly swear [or affirm] that the 



report and manifest sabscribed with my name, as now 
delivered by me to the collector or deputy collector of the 

port of , contains, to the best of my knowledge and 

belief, a just and true account of all the goods, wares, and 
merchandise, including packages of every kind whatsoever, 
which constitute the contents or lading of said boat, (car, 
or other vehicle,) and that the said manifest contains a just 
and trvke account of the lading of said boat, (car, or other 
vehicle,) when the same first arrived within the limits of 
the United States^ and that I have been, since the arrival 
of said boat (car, or other vehicle) within the United States, 
master of said vessel, (or the conductor of said car, or in 
charge of said vehicle,) and that no package whatsoever^ 
nor any goods, wares, or merchandise have been taken out, 
unladen, or in any way removed from said boat, (car, or 
other vehicle) since its arrival within the United States. 

And I fui-ther swear (or affirm) that if I shall hereafter 
discover or know of any other or greater quantity of goods, 
wares, or merchandise of any nature or kind whatsoever, 
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than are contained in the report and manifest sabscribed 
and now delivered by me, I will immediately, and without 
delay, make dae report thereof to the collector of the port 
of . 



Poet op -. 

Sworn (or afl^med) before me, this — — day of 

8— . 



Collector^ {or Deputy OoUeetar,\ 



) 

Art. 3. [239.] The merchandise having been duly entered 
and the duties on the declared value paid, or bond given 
for warehousing, the collector or deputy collector, acting 
as appraiser, will proceed to make a careful examination 
and appraisement of the same, according to the require- 
ments of law and regulations. 

Should it be impracticable, for want of requisite informa- A«t May «, 
tion, or for other cause, to make such appraisement imme- i^^- s**»*'» 5 
diately, the merchandise will be detained until such ap- 
praisement is completed, unless the importer, consignee, or 
agent shall give the bond required by law, when the pack- 
ages designated for examination only will be detained, 
and the balance of the importation may be permitted to go 
forward. 

But no goods will be allowed to leave the custody of the 
revenue officers until the duties have been definitely ascer- 
tained, and the additional duty incurred, if any, paid. 

Abt. 4. [240.] To avoid inspection at the frontier port Act jnne ar, 
or place of arrival in the Unit^ed States of any car capable [Rev. staL, ^ 
of being properly closed, so that access cannot be had to ^^ 
its contents, and laden with merchandise destined for a port 
of entry in the United States by a continaous railway route, 
the owner of suck merchandise, or his agent, or the con- 
ductor of such car, will be required to make application to 
a consul, vice-consul, or commercial agent of the United 
States residing in such foreign territory, to close and seal 
the said car, and will also prepare and present to such 
consular officer a manifest in quadruplicate, containing a. 
full and correct description of the merchandise, the marks 
and numbers on the packages thereof, the dutiable value 
of each package, description and number of the car, and 
the name of the railroad company to which it belongs. 

Such manifest will also contain a declaration, under oath 
6 
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or afllrmation, made by the oir ner, agent, or consignee of 
the merchandise, or conductor of the car, in the following 
form: 

[Fobm: 67.] 

Oath to manifest. 

I, ' , owner (agent, or consignee) of the mer- 
chandise laden on board (or condactor) of car, num- 
bered — , now about to depart, and destined for , do 

solemnly swear (or affirm) that this manifest contains, to 
the best of my knowledge and belief, a full and complete 
list and description of the contents of the said car, and that 
the quantities and value of said contents are in thin mani- 
fest faithfully and correctly stated. 

Subscribed and sworn (or affirmed) to before me this 
— - day of , 18—. 



Aet June 97, Abt. 5. [241.J Ou the receipt of such manifest in quad- 
jBev. stii, § ruplicate as aforesaid, the consular officer will duly close 
and seal the openings of such car, and will thereupon, after 
placing a consecutive number on the manifest, retain one 
copy thereof for the files of his office; transmit one copy 
immediately by the conductor of such car, in a sealed en- 
velope, to the principle customs officer at the frontier port 
or place of first arrival in the United States 5 another copy, 
by mail, to the collector at the port of destination; and de- 
liver the remaining copy to the owner, agent, or conductor, 
to accompany the car. 

Act Jane fn, Abt. 6. [242.1 On arrival of the car at the first customs 
jitoT. stet^ § office in the United States, the owner, agent, or conductor 
^ ^ shall exhibit the manifest to the chief customs officer at 

that place, who shall cause the car to be examined, and if 
the seals are intact, shall so certify upon the copy of the 
manifest presented, as well as on the corresponding copy 
in his office, and shall thereupon allow such car to proceed, 
without unnecessary delay, to its destination. 

Aot-jiuMS7, ABT. 7. [244.] On arriving at the port of destination, 

^^^.^stiit, § the owner, agent, or conductor having charge of such car, 

^ ^ shall forthwith deliver to the collector at such port the 

manifest thereof in his possession, who shall thereupon 

take means to secure the collection of the duties upon the 

merchandise, and immediately report, by mail or otherwise, 
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to the chief officer of the castoms at the frontier, the lepalt 
of his examination of the seals and of the contents of the 
car; and the owner, agent, or condnctor shall, at the time 
of the delivery of the manifest as herein provided, make a 
declaration, under oath, before any magistrate or other 
officer duly aathorized to administer oaths, in the form 
following: 

[Form 68.] 

Oath of delivery of ear. 

I, , ((fwner, agent, or consignee of the mer- 
chandise, or conductor of the car number^ and describe^ 
as appears by the *within manifest,). do hereby swear (or 
affirm) that this manifest contains, to the best of my knowl- 
edge and belief, a fall and complete list and description of 
the contents of the said car, and that no goods, wares, or 
merchandise of any kind have been unladen or removed 
from said car, or placed upon or within it, since it came 
within the limits of the United States. 



Art. 8. [245.] Platform pr open cars, laden with bar- Aot jnne 97, 
iron, lumber, or timber, apd ddy carded and sealed by ^^rai^f'stet, § 
United States consular officiM^' itt fofeign contiguous ter- '^ ^ 
ritory, may proceed, under the provisions of these Regula- 
tions, to their destination at a poit of entry, provided they 
are laden in such manner that no other me^handise can 
be concealed therein. 

Art. 9. [243.] If the seal or seals of such car shall have Aot jime at, 
been broken or removed, or in any manner tampered with, qX. stet. $ 
so that access could be had to its contents, such car will, if ^ 
deemed necessary by the chief customs officer, be detached 
from the train and detained until the contents thereof are 
compared with the manifest. If found correct, and it shall 
appear that the breaking, absence, or removal of such seals 
was the result of accident or oversight, he shall, close and 
reseal such car with customs seals, and permit it to pro-, 
ceed to its destination, noting the facts on the manifest 
retained by the conductor and on the one died in his office. 
' But if it shall appear that such seals were broken, 
removed, or tampered with, with intent to defraud the 
revenue, or if^ upon examination, the contents of said oar 
do not a^^ree with the manifests thereof, then the said chief 
officer of the customs shall detain such car and its con- 
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tents, Dotiff the eolleetor at the" port of destiiiatioii by 
letter, and r^Mrt the fiets to tiie Seoetary of the Treasoiy. 

Merdkamdi8e im trannt Ikromgh Camada, 

^^ Mj 98,, Abt. 10. [247.] Morcbandise of dome^-tic origin, duty* 
^^ger. siaL, f paid OT fipee of dnty, may be transported from one port to 
another of the United States, over the territory of the 
Dominion of Canada, with the consent of the proper an- 
thorities, by routes duly designated and bonded for snch 
purpose. 

Cars must be spedaUy appropriated for snch transporta- 
tion, placed under customs lock, iind sealed by an officer of 
the customs at the port of departure in the United States, 
and remain thus fewtened and sealed until they shall.have 
passed through sudi foreign territory and again arrived 
in ttfe United States. 

Bailroad iron, sugar and molasses in hogsheads, and all 
other merchandise in bulk which is incapable of being put 
in locked cars, may be transported on platform cars, duly 
corded and sealed. 

Abt. 11. Imported goods in bond may be transported 
in like manner, under the usual transportation entry and 
bond. 

Abt. 12. [248.] The owner or shipper must, before the 
merchandise is laden, present to the collector at the port of 
departure manifests, in triplicate, for each car, suhseribed 
by the proper agent of the railroad or other company, which 
shall be prepared by the said company at the port of de- 
parture, and shall contain a particolar description of the 
merchandise, by packages, marks, nnmbers, and contents; 
the ports of destination ; to whom consigned ; and the route 
over which the transportation is to be made ; distinguishing 
articles that are of native from those of foreign growth, 
production, or manufacture, and those free of duty or duty- 
_ pai d from goods in bond subject to duty. 

The manifest shall be in the following form : 

[FOBM 69.] 

Special codstuoise manifest of merehandise in transit through 

Canada. 

POBT OF , 



-,18-. 



We certify that the following-described merchandise has 
been laden on car No. — , of the — railroad, at , 
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for transportation to 

way of , and tl 

with castoms seal [or] lock: 



-._ „ -, across foreign territory, by 

-, and that said car has been duly secured 



Harks. 



Nnmbera. 



Packagies. 



CoDteDts. 



ArttdM. Free or in bond. 



Conaignor. 



OquisBae. 



[SEAL.] 



Collector. 



-, Agent of Railroad Co. 
-, Inspector. 



Art. 13. [24d.] The' inspector of customs charged with 
the lading and sealing of cars shall see that manifests are 
provided for each car, and that they are correct by an actual 
comparison with the lading. 

He shall then seal the car, certify each of the triplicate 
manifests, deliver one to the conductor of the car, and 
immediately return the other two to the custom-house. 

One of such manifests shall be filed at the custom-house, 
and the other, verified by the signature and official se.al of 
the collector, forwarded by the first mail to the collector at 
the port of entry where the car is expected to re-enter the • 
United States. 

Care will be taken to score with lines the blank portion 
of each manifest, so that no additional articles can be in- 
terpolated after signing. 

Abt. 14. [250.] On arrival at the frontier port of exit 
from the United States, the manifest accompanying the 
. car shall be presented to the collector, who shall cause the 
fastenings and seals of the car to be examined, and if they 
appear intact he shall so certify, with the date, on the mani- 
fest, and return the same to the conductor. 

Art. 15. [251.] On arrival at the first port in the United 
States after the transit, a careful examination must be 
made of the seals and other fastenings; and the seals 
having been removed, the contents of the car shall be un- 
laden and carefully <;ompared with the manifest received 
from the port of departure, as well as with the copy accom- 
panying the goods. 
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If the car arrive at such port l)efpre the manifest sent by 
mail, the contents of the car will be compared with the 
manifest accompanying it, and thigk^ manifest with the copy 
subsequently received by mail. 

If found correct, the merchandise will, if in bond, be for- 
warded to its destination to be rewarehoused in like man- 
ner as otko* goods transported in bond, or, if not in bond, 
delivered to the. consignee. 

The inspector who compares the manifest with the mer- 
chandise will certify the result on the back of one of the 
manifests, and the collector will return the other with a 
similar certificate to the collector from whom it issued. 

If the merchandise does not correspond with the mani- 
fest, if the seals be lost or broken, or if the packages, cars, 
or seals appear to have been tami)ered with, the goods will 
be detained, if the circumstances justify it, for seizure and 
condemnation. 

In ordinary cases, a comparison by marks and numbers 
will be sufficient; but if there be any ^ell-grouiided sus- 
picion of fraud, the examination will extend to the contents 
of packages. 

Abt. 16. [254.] Gars belonging to established through 
lines, which pass over a continuous line of railroad of the 
same gauge without Qhan :e at the frontier, may paas to a 
port of destination not on the frontier, without being ua- 
laden or opened, if a careful examination, at the frontier 
port, of the seals or locks by which the cars are secured 
shows them to be intact; if otherwise, or if any such cars 
be found without proper seals or locks, they will be detained 
and reported to the Secretary of the Treasury for instruc- 
tions. 

Art. 17. [252.] If the merchandise is destined by a route 
which requires a transhipment on foreign soil on account 
of a change in railroad gauge, the manifest will be pre- 
pared in quadruplicate; the fourth to be sent to the inspec- 
tor at the place of transhipment, who will, on the arrival of 
the car, superintend the transfer of the goods from one car 
to the other, checking them off by the manifest received 
from the collector, and also by that accompanying the 
goods. 

He will then certify on the face of both manifests the fact 
of the transfer, indicating the number of the^»r or cars in 
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which the goods are placed, and adding that he haa duly 
eecured and sealed the same. 

He will then forward to the collector at the port in the 
United States where the car will first arrive the manifest 
received by him from the collector at the port of departure, 
and transmit to the latter a statement of the cars from and 
to which such transfers have been made, by their Aumbers. 

ART. 18. [253.] It will be the daty of the collector at the 
first port of destination in the United States, and of the 
inspector in charge of transfers on foreign soil^ to notify 
the collector at the port of departure promptly in case any 
ear does not arrive within a reasonable time. 

Under no circumstance must the seals be removed from 
a car, or' access be had to its contents in any manner, ex- 
cept in the presence of a duly authorized inspector, to whom 
alone the custody of locks and seals will be intrusted. 

Art. 19. Goods, wares, and merchandise in transit from bm 
one port or place within the territory of the United States 
to another by a route a part of which is by land carriage 
through the Dominion of Canada, and a part by the Great 
Lakes and the rivers connecting the same, or by the river 
St. Lawrence^ may be transported by water in either British 
or American vessels from ports on the northern frontier of 
the United States to ports on the Canadian frontier for 
transhipment to railway cars, and from points on the Cana« 
dian frontier, at the termini of railway transportation, to 
ports on the northern frontier of the United States in either 
British or American vessels. 

If the goods are subject to duty they must be shipped 
under the ordinary transportation entry and bond, and if 
the character of the goods will admit of it, must be duly 
corded and sealed. 

Special manifests in triplicate shall be prepared at the 
port of shipment for merchandise forwarded in this manner, 
describing the merchandise and setting forth the route over 
which it is to pass; one copy of which shall accompany the 
merchandise and be kept in the custody of the master of the 
vessel, or conductor of the car, as the case may be, one copy 
retained by the customs officer at the port or place of ship- 
ment, and the third copy forwarded to the customs officer 
at the port or place where the merchandise shall be returned 
to the United States. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



86 

At the first port or place of tranaMpment in Canada the 
merchandise, or the packages thereof if corded and sealed, 
shall be examined and compared with the special manifest 
^accompanying the same, and the result thereof certified to 
by some ofiicer of the United States or Canadian customs; 
the manifest shall then be passed over to the conductor of 
the cars into which the merchandise shall be laden for 
transportation through Canada. 

Examihation, &c., in the same manner shall be had at the 
second place of transhipment, or at the terminus of railway 
transportation, and at the port or place where the merchan- 
dise sh^ be returned into the United States. On arrival 
of the merchandise at the first port in the United States 
after the transit, it must be immediately reported to the 
collector or other chief officer of the customs by delivery of 
the manifest sent with the goods, with notice of such arrivalt 
and of the wharf, depot, or place where the vessel and mer- 
chandise are to be found, indorsed thereon, to be signed by 
the master of the vessel or consignee of the goods, and such 
merchandise shall be delivered into the actual custody of 
the proper officer of the customs. 

Foreign merchandise in tranHt through the United States to or 
from the Dominion of Canada. 

Aot jtdy 38, Abt. 20. [70T.] On the arrival at Portland, Boston, New 
^^(^f"st«t, § Tork, or any other port of entry designated by the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, of goods fro^i foreign ports intendcfd 
for immediate transportation and exportation to the Do- 
minion of Canada, and wbich shall appear by the invoices^ 
bills of lading, and manifest, or other satisfactory evidence^ 
to have been shipped to such port in the United Stotesin 
transit and for exportation as aforesaid, the consignee or 
agent may make entry in triplicate, setting forth particu- 
• larly in such entry the route by which the goods are to be 
forwarded, whether by land or by water,' and designating 
the last port in the United States from which the actual 
exportation is to be made, . and the port or place in the 
adjacent province for which the goods are destined.' An 
invoice should be produced in connection with such entry^ 
but the same may be dispensed with whei^ impracticable 
. *to j)roduce it, provided the manifest or bill of lading shall 
oontain'a genei^ description of the goods in each package, 
with their aggregate value. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



87 

The form of entry shall be as follows : 

[Form 177.] 

JS/Ury far immediate tramportation and. exportation in bond 
to Canada. 

Entry of merchandise imported into this district by '■ 

, on the day of , 18 — , in the , 

master, from , to be exported in bond 



to- 



-, in Canada, by way of - 



i 



[To be signed.] 

This entry shall be verified by the oath or affirmation of 
the consignee or agent in the form following : 
[FoBM 178.] 

Oath or afflrmation on entry for transportation and export to 
the Dominion of Canada, 



-, do solemnly, sincerely, and truly ■ 



that the entry now subscribed with my name, and delivered 

by me to the collector of the district of , contains a 

just and true account of all the goods, wares, and merchan- 
dise contained in the several packages therein mentioned ; 
that they are brought into this district solely for the pur- 
pose of being carried and transported by way of , with 

the intention of being immediately carried without the limits 
of the United States, and are not intended, directly or indi- 
rectly, to be sold, alienated, exchanged, or consumed within 

the limits of the United States; and I do further 

that if I shall hereafter know thi^t the whole or any part 
of said goods, wares, or merchandise shall have been sold, 
alienated, exchanged, or consumed within the limits of the 
United States, 1 will immediately report the same, with the 
circumstances thereof, truly, to the collector of this district. 



• before me this day of - 



Port of 
,18-. 



Collector. 



Art. 21. [708.] The entry having been compared with the 
invoice, manifest, pr bill of lading, and duly sworn to, and 
the duties estimated on the foreign market* value, the con- 
signee or agen,t shall enter into bond, in the following form, 
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in a penal sam equal to doable the value of the goods and 
duties added ; such bond will be taken for sixty days, ex- 
cept where the exportation is via Pembina to British North 
America, in which case it will be taken fot four months: 

[Form 179.] 

Band far transportation and expitrt to the Dominion of 
Canada, 



Know aU men by these presents, that we, • 



as principals, and , as sureties, are hel8(>fcna 

firmly bound unto th6 United States of America in the 9um 

of dollars J for the payment whereof to the United 

States, we firmly bind ourselves, our heirs, executors, ad» 
ministrators; and assigns, jointly and severally, by tiiese 
presents. Witness our hands and seals, at Uie port of 
, this - — day of , eighteen hijiiidred and . 

Whereas certain merchandise, consisting of (here de- 
scribe the same as in entry), hath been imported and entered 

at the i)ort of , for exportation to the Dominion of 

Canada, (or British Forth America,) and whereas an entry 
of the same for (if the goods are in warehouse, insert, with- 
drawal from warehouse for) transportation and immediate 
exi>ortation by the route, in the manper and to the place of 
destination, hereinafter mentioned, hath this day been duly 
made and deposited with the collector of customs at the 
port of , which said entry is numbered : 

Now, therefore, the condition of .the above obligation is 

such, that if within days from the date hereof the 

aforesaid merchandise shall be transported in the (here 
name vessel, railroad, &c., and describe the route as desig- 
nated in the entry,) to (here name frontier port from which 
exportation is to be made,) and ^.fter being there duly 
inspected and examined according to existing regulations 

shall be thence exported to — 7- , in the said Dominion of 

Canada, (o^ British North America,) and shall not, or 
any part thereof, be relanded, consumed, alienated, or ex- 
changed within the limits of the United States; and if, 
within the same time, the proofs and certificates, required 
by law and regulations to show that the aforesaid con- 
ditions have been peiformed shall be produced to and de- 
posited with the collector of customs at the said port of 

', then this obligation shall be void ; otherwise, to 

remain in full force. 

. ■ . fSBAL. 



Sealed and delivered in presence of— 



SEAL. 
SEAL. 



Art. 22. {709.] The collector shall therer>pon issue a per- 
mit according to Form No. 40 of Part 5, Eevised Begula- 
tions of 1868, [Form 172, Rev. Beg., 1874,] directing the 
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inspector having charge of the vessel ia which the goods 
Were imported to send the «aine to the vessel or railway 
car designated in the entry, except goods to be corded, 
sealed, or branded. 

He shall also send one of the entries to the surveyor, 
with directioBs thereon accarding to Form No. 36 of Part 5, 
Revised Begnlations, [Form 168, Bev.Beg., 1874,] indnding, 
in addition, a description of the roate by which the goods 
are to be fol^rarded to th^ final destination. 

Upon the receipt of this order the surveyor shall have 
the packages carefully examined, and, if they be found to 
agree in all particnlacs with the description contained in 
the entry, and corded, flwled, or, branded, if required, he 
will liermit them ta be laden on board the designated con- 
veyance ; and upon the lading being completed, cause return 
pf the fact to be made in tiie following form, annexed to 
the entry: 

[FoBV 180.] 
Inspector's reium of lading. 

- Port of , , 18 — . 

I hereby certify that I have examined the packages of 
merchandise enumerated in the annexed entiy, and, finding 
them to agree in all respects with the description thereof 
(and duly corded, sealed, and branded^ they have been 
laden, under my supervision, on board the ^here state the 
description of conveyance^and,*if by railroaa, the designa- 
tion and number of car), for — , and secured by customs 

lock, (or seal, as the case, may he.) I further certify that a 
manifest of the same has been delivered to the master, (or 
conductor, as the case may b^.) 

■ ■ , Inspector. 

Immediately on receipt of this return the surveyor shall 
transmit the entry to the collector, who will forward the 
triplicate copy to the collector at the frontier port through 
which the exportation is to be made. 

Art. 23. [710.] This form of entry will be allowed when it 
appears. by the invoice, bill of lading and manifest, or other 
satisfactory evidence, that the merchandise was destined? 
when shipped at the foreign port, for immediate exportation 
to such destination, and consequently is not to be considered 
an importation into the United States within the meaning, 
of the law. In such case it is not necessary that the invoice 
should be accompanied by the oath of the owner and the 
consular certificate, or that the examinations required in 
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other cases should be made by the appraisers. Nor is it 
necessary that a copy ^ the invoice be transmitted with 
such entry to the frontier port. If the goods are not placed 
in sealed cars, a careful examination of the packages must 
be made at the frontier port for the purpose of fully identi- 
fying them; and they must remain uninterruptedly in the 
custody or under the lock of the customs officers until their 
actual exportation from ^he last port on the frontier. 

Abt. 24. [711.] All merchandise entered and exported 

to British North America, when the transportation is 

. made through the territory of the United States, whether 

by land or by water, unless conveyed in sealed cars, shall 

be secured in the following manner: 

The ooUector, before delivery, shall have all goods in 
boxes, oases, bales, or casks corded, and a lead seal attached 
thereto ; all segars in small boxes packed in cases, and corded 
and sealM as above. Wines and distilled spirits in casks 
Or oth^ packages, must have the number of bung or other 
liole»iii eaoh package legibly branded on the exterior, and 
all such holes must be sealed to prevent adulteration or 
alteratioii in transit. The expense of cording, sealing, and 
branding must be paid by the owners before delivery. The 
triplicate entry and manifest will specify particulars of 
sealing and branding. 

Whenever necessary, in order to the cording, sealing, and 
branding of goods,, they shall be taken to a bonded ware- 
house from the ship under the following permit, in lieu of 
Form No. 40 of Part 5, Be vised Eegulations, [Form 172, 
Eev. Eeg., 1874:] 

[FOEM 181.] 

Special permit for cording j seeding , a/nd branding. 

Port of , 

Ouatom-housey , 18 — . 

To the Inspector at : 

You will send to bonded warehouse , the following 

merchandise, imported by — '• — , in , from 

, to be (tere insert "corded and sealed," or "branded 

and sealed," or "cased, corded, and sealed," as the case may 

be,) , (here insert the description of merchandise,) 

and to be immediately exported to ;— by way of - 



-,' Naval Officer. 



-, Collector. 
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When the regalations shall have been complied with 
nnder sach special permit, the goods will be sent to the 
railway car or other conveyance ander the osaal permit, 
Form No. 35 of Part 5, Bevised ^gnlations of 1868, [Form 
167, Eev. Beg., 1874] 

If, however, the same can be done on board the import- 
ing vessel with safety to the revenue, it may be considered 
a warehouse for that purpose; after which the goods can be 
sent direct from the vessel to the car or other conveyance. 

It is recommended that foreign shippers of merchandise 
destined for transit, as aforesaid, have their packages 
corded before shipment, in readiness to have the seals 
attached immediately on arrival, so as to avoid the neces- 
sity of sending them to store. 

But where merchandise may be conveyed by an author- 
ized railroad route without transhipment between the port 
of departure and the place of final destination, it shall, if 
the character of tJie merchandise will admit, be placed in 
sealed cars, in which case the cording, pealing, or branding 
of the packages otherwise required may be dispensed with. 

Art. 25. [712.] In all cases of exportation a separate 
manifest shall be prepared for each vessel, railroad carriage 
or other vehicle, of tiie goods laden on board such convey- 
ance, which shall be furnished to the master of the vessel 
or conductor of the car, who shall, on arrival at the frontier 
port, forthwith deliver the same to the collector or other 
chief revenue officer of such port. Such manifest shall be 
in the form following: • 

[Form 182.] 

SpeGial manifest far traimt through the United States.. 

Special manifest of merchandise in bond laden on car 

No. — --, of the railroad at j for transportation 

and exportation to (foreign port), through the United States 
by way of (here specify route with precision and frontier 
port through whidi exportation is io be made): 



Mvks. 


iTiimbera. 


Paokaget. 


Contonto. 


C<ni«igiior. 


Conoigiiee. 















-,18-. 



[To be ilgned by ahippor.) 
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Port of 



Oustom-house^ , 18—. 

I certify that the packages above described have been 
[duly corded (or branded) and sealed and] laden upon the 
car specified, [aod that the said car has peen duly secured 
and sealed,] as appears from the inspector's certificate filed 
at the custom-house. 

[seal. I — , Collectar, 

Abt. 26. [713.] On arrival of the merchandise at the 
frontier port designated in the entry, and due delivery of 
the manifest by the master or conductor, the collector shall, 
in case the goods are shipped in sealed cars, examine the 
locks and seals with wkicli the car is secured, and if satis- 
fled, from such examination and from examination of the 
manifest, that the locks and seals have not been tampered 
with and the contents of such car not disturbed, shall allow 
the ear to proceed to it« destination without opening the 
same. If, however, the seals are not intact, or if the 
inspecting ofiicer has any reason to believe that the con- 
tents of the car have been tampered with, the collector shall 
take such car and its contents into his custody, and report 
the facts fbrthwith to the Secretary of the Treasury, and ' 
also notify the collected* at the port of departure. 

If the goods were not shipped in sealed cars the inspect, 
ing officer will carefully inspect and examine the packages 
by the manifest The same comparison and examination 
will also be made of the. cording, sealing, and branding. 
Should the goods.be found not to agree with the manifest^ 
or should there be any reason to believe that any violation, 
alteration, or fabrication has occurred, the collector will 
take immediate possession of the goods, and send a state- 
ment of the case to the Secretary of the Treasury, at the 
same time notifying the collector of the port from which the 
goods were forwarded^ If the packages be found to agree 
in all respects with the manifests, the cords, seals, and 
brands intact, the collector will permit the same to be sent 
forward without further detention. 

Should the merchandise arrive at the frontier port before 
the receipt of the triplicate entry, it will not be detained 
there for that reason, but will be inspected and checked by 
the manifest. When the entry shall have been received it 
will be compared with the manifest or manifests, and if it 
shall appear that all the packages described therein have 
passed inspectiouy and have been duly delivered to be for- 
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warded to their flnal destiaatioii) tne collector shall then^ 
and not before, faraish to the exporter or his agent a cer- 
tiftcate in the following form : ^ 



[FOBX 183.] 
Certifioate of inspection at frontier port. 



Port op 
Ou9tomrhou9ey - 



"y xo ■ •• 



I hereby certify that the packages of merchandise de- 
scribed in an entry made at -^ , on the day of 

1 by ' , for exportation to j have 

been duly inspected at this port, (or have, as appears from 
inspection of the locks and seals of the car containing the 
same, arrived at this port,) and delivered for exportation 
as aforesaid : 



Mvka. 



Nambera. 



Deteriptio& of goods. 



-, CoUeeUMT. 



He shall also transmit a dnplicate of thin oiMiftcate to 
the collector of the port from which the goods weM for- 
warded. 

ABT. 27. [714.] For the cancelUition of his bond, the 
exporter shall produce a landing certificate, under the 
hanfd and setfl of the collector or other chief revenue 
officer of the foreign port, in the following form : 

[Form 184.] 
Certificate of landing in the Dominion of Co/nada. 



Provikob op 



I, , do hereby certify that the goods, wares, 

and merchandise herein described, imported into this prov- 
ince from , by way of — : — , were landed at the 

port of , and duly entered at the custom-house here 

on the day of ^ 18 — , and that the duties im- 
posed by the laws in force in this province upon said goods 
have been paid, or secured to be paid, in fnU, viz : 



liwks. 



S^wniMn* 



Detcriptton of foods. DfttoirlMiioiitorod. 



In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and 
'seal of office this day of , 18 — 



[SEAL.] 



Collector. 
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IJpou the receipt of this certificate, together with the 
certificate of inspection at the frontier port, within the 
time prescribed in the bond, the collector at the port of 
entry shall oaase the bond to be canceled. 

Abt. 28. [715.] Merchandise not appearing by the in- 
voice, bill of lading, and manifest, or other satisfactory 
evidence, to have been intended for immediate transpor- 
tation and exportation at the time of shipment from the 
foreign port, shall be treated as merchandise imported 
into the United States for entry for warehouse or con- 
sumption. 

Art. 29. {716.] Merchandise imported at any other than 
the designated ports on the seaboard or frontier, even 
though the same shall appear by manifest and invoice or 
bill of lading to have been destined for immediate expor- 
tation to Canada, cannot be exported under this form of 
entry. In order to transport such goods through any part 
of the United States for exportation, regular/warehouse 
and transportation entry must be made at the port of 
arrival, and rewarehouse and exportation entry at the 
port of exit ; and the same is true respecting goods im- 
ported at the designated ports which it is desired to for- 
ward by a route not duly authorized. 

Art. 30. [717.] Merchandise may be shipped to the Do- 
minion of Canada by authorized routes under combined 
entry for immediate transportation and exportation from 
Portland, Me., Boston, or New York, by way of the fron- 
tier ports of Island Pond or St. Albans, in the district of 
Vermont, Rouse's Point, in the district of Ghamplain, 
Ogdensburgh, Suspension Bridge, Buffalo, or Pembina, 
and vice versa; from Detroit, Port Huron, Chicago, Mil- 
waukee, or Duluth, by way of Pembina, and vice versa; 
from Vanceboro', in the district of Passamaquoddy, by way 
of Island Pond, and vice versa; and from New York, by 
water, by waj' of Albany and Buffalo, or by way of White- 
hall and Eouse's Point. 

Art. 31. [718.] The forms of entry and the regulations 
in regard to merchandise imported into the designated ports 
on the seaboard, in transit and for exportation to British 
North America, will also be used and applied, at the ports 
on the frontier where the designated routes enter the United 
States, to goods imported into those ports frt)m British 
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iNTorth America for transit and exportation through said 
seaboard ports to foreign coantries. Sach forms will be 
varied so far only as to make them conform to the facts, 
and will include a certificate of inspection and lading at 
the port of departure from the United States corresponding 
with Form No. 51 of Part 5, Eevised Eegulations of 1868, 
[Form 169, Eev. Eeg., 1874,] which shall be in triplicate. 

Art. 32. [719.] If the route be continuous, the cars or 
vessels upon which such merchandise is laden shall be 
sealed and locked in the same manner as cars conveying 
^ods in transit across foreign territory, and must pass from 
the port of importation to the port of exportation without 
delay. 

Art. 33. [720.] if the merchandise be forwarded by either 
of the watfer routes, it must be conveyed in vessels bonded 
for that purpose. Whenever it is desired to employ a ves- 
sel in the carrying of merchandise in bond for exportation 
through the United States to Canada, application must be 
made to the collector, describing the vessel, and specifying 
her owners and the route upon which she is to be employed; 
the collector will require the warehouse superintendent to 
examine and certify as to her fitness, and will, if he ap- 
prove the application, forward it wich the certificate of the 
warehouse superintendent. If the request be granted by 
the Secretary of the Treasury, a bond will be executed, and 
a copy transmitted for his approval. 

When such approval is officially signified to such collec- 
tor, the vessel may be employed for the purpose designated. 

Art. 34. [721.] Merchandise which has been duly entered 
for warehousing may be withdrawn from warehouse at the 
designate ports for transportation and exportation by any 
of the designated routes, either by water or by land; pro- 
vided the regulations for locking and sealing of cars, or 
'cording, sealing, casing, and branding of packages, be 
complied with. If it be desired to forward the goods by 
any route not designated, the transportation and exporta- 
tion entry cannot be combined, but entry must be made for 
transportation to the frontier port, and a rewarehouse and 
exportation entry made thereat. 

Art. 35. [722.] The entry for .withdrawal from warehouse 
for transportation and exportation shall be in the following 

7 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



96 

form, and Gontain a desoriptioQ of the roate particularly 
set forth : 

[Form 185.] 

Warehouse toUhdrawal entry for transportation and export in 
bond to the Dominion of Canada. 

Entry of merchandise to be withdrawn from warehouse 

by , which was imported by — — ^ , 

into this district on the day of ^> l^j i^ the 



ported to 



master, from 



-, and to be ex- 



-, in the Dominion of Canada, by way of 







\ 
















U 


i 


1 




1 


1 


i 


1 


i 


1 


. 


it 


1 


I 


I 


1 


1 


I 


& 


p 












• 













[To be signed.] 

If withdrawn by other than the party who warehoused 
the goods, the same authority will be required as in other 



The entry must be made in triplicate, and verified by the 
oath or affirmation of the exporter according to Form No. 
33 of Part 5, Eevised Eegulations of 1868, [Form 165, Eev. 
Eeg., 1874.] 

Whereupon the collector and naval officer shall estimate 
the duties, and the exporter shall enter into bond in a penal 
sum equal to double the duties on the goods, with security 
sadsfiictory to the collector, and acQOcding to Form No. 
47 oi Part 5, Bevised Eegulations of 1868, [Form 166, 
Eev. Eeg., 1874.] 

Upon the execution of this bond the collector will issue 
a permit, addressed to^ the storekeeper, directing him to 
cause the packages to be duly corded, sealed, cased, or 
branded, when required, and to deliver the same to the 
surveyor for exportation. The permit shall be in the fol- 
lowing form : 
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[FoEM 186.] 

Warehouse delivery permit on exportation to the Dominion 
of Canada. 

Poet of , 

Custom-house^ ,18 — . 

To the Storekeeper of the Port : 

You will deliver to tlie surveyor, first causing the same 
to be (here insert corded, branded, or sealed, as may be, if 

the same be required,) for exportation to , by way of 

, (here describe merchandise,) imported into this 

district on the — , 18—, by , in the 

, whereof was master, from , 

and warehoused according to law. 

, Collector. 

, Naval Offieer. 

From this point the proceedings are identical with those' 
liereinbefore prescribed in respect to merchandise entered 
for immediate exportation to the Dominion oi' Canada with- 
out warehousing. 

The proof of exportation and landing abroad shall be 
the same as required on direct exportations in bond frop 
ports on the seaboard, (Forms 41, 42, 43, and 44 of Part 5, 
Eevised Eegulations of 1868,) [Forms 173-176, Rev. Reg., 
1874,] with the addition of the lading certificate, (Form 
No. 51 of Part 5, Revised Regulations Of 1868,) [Form 169, 
Rev. Reg., 1874,] a copy of which shall bfe delivered to the 
exporter or his agent, and another copy transmitted to 
the collector of the port from which the goods were for- 
warded. 

The bond required in connection with such entry shall 
be in accordance with Form Ko. 34 of Part 5, Revised 
Regulations, [Form 166, Rev. Reg., 1874,] modified to suit 
the circumstances of the case, and will run ibr the same 
period as prescribed in the case of ordinary export bonds. 

Aet. 36. [723. i Upon due entry, and the giving of a 
proper bond, at frontier ports, by parties intending to 
pass through the territory of the United States to the 
province of Manitoba, via Pembina, of their personal and 
household effects, including their horses, cattle, and wagons, 
imported for their own use and not for sale, the articles 
may be delivered into the custody and control of the party 
for the purpose of such transportation and exportation, 
instead of requiring them to be transported over a regu- 
larly bonded route. 
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In sudi cases, collectors shall cause entry to be made in 
triplicate, carefully specifying the articles, with quantities, 
values, and duties, one of wliich shall be transmitted by 
mail to the collector at Pembina; another given to the 
owner of the goods, to be by him delivered to the same 
collector; and the third retained on the files of the custom- 
house at the port of departure. 

If desired, parties may give a bond without sureties, on 
depositing the estimated duties with the collector of the 
port where entry is made, which deposit shall be returned 
on presentation of the proper proofs of exportation. 



SUPPLEMENT. 



BEGULATIOKS GOVERKING THE TRANSPORTATION OF CANADIAN 
MERCHANDISE FROM ONE PORT OF THE DOMINION TO ANOTHER, 
THROUGH THE TERRITORY OP THE UNITED STATES, UNDER ARTI- 
CLE 30 OF THE TREATY OF WASHINGTON AND THE ACT 33 VICTORIA, 
CHAPTER 2, GIVING EFFECT THERETO. 

Art. 1. Goods, wares, and merchandise in transit from 
one port or plaCe within the Dominion of Canada to another, 
by a route a part of .which is by land-carriage through the 
territory of the United States, and a part by the great 
lakes and the rivers connecting the same, or by the river 
St. Lawrence, may be transported by water, in either 
American or British vessels, from ports on the Canadian 
jfrontier to ports on the northern frontier of the United 
States, for transhipment to railway cars, and from points 
in the said northern frontier of the United States at the 
termini of railway transportation to ports on the Canadian 
frontier in either American or British vessels. 

Art. 2. If the goods are subject to duty, they must be 
shipped under the ordinary transportation entry and bond, 
and, if the character of the goods will admit of it, must be 
duly corded and sealed. 

Art. 3. Special manifests, in triplicate, shall be prepared 
at the port of shipment for merchandise forwarded in this 
manner, describing the merchandise and setting forth the 
route over which it is to pass; one copy of which shall 
accompany the merchandise, and be kept in the custody of 
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the master of the vessel, or conductor of the car, as the 
case may be, one copy retained by the castoms officer at 
the port or place of shipment, and the third copy forwarded 
to the customs officer at the port, or place where the mer- 
• chandise shall be returned to Canada. 

Art. 4. At the first port or place of transhipment in the 
United States, the merchandise, or the packages thereof, if 
corded and pealed, shall be examined and compared with 
the special manifest accompanying the same, and the result 
thereof certified to by some officer of the Canadian or 
United States customs; the manifest shall then be passed 
over to the conductor of the cars into which the merchan- 
dise shall be laden for transportation through the United 
States. 

Examination, &c., in the same manner shall be had at 
the seox>nd place of transhipment, or at the terminus of 
railway transportation, and at the port or place where the 
mepchandise shall be returned into the Dominion of Canada. 
On arrival of the merchandise at the first port in Canada, 
after t\^e transit, it must be immediately reported to the 
collector, or other chief officer of the customs, by the deliv- 
^y of the manifest sent with the goods, with notice of such 
arrival and of the wharf, depot, or place where the vessel 
and merchandise are to be found, endorsed thereon, to be 
signed by the master of the vessel or consignee of the 
goods, and such merchandise shall be delivered into the 
actual custody of the proper officer of the customs. 

Art. 6. If the goods, wares, or merchandise to be re- 
moved under these regulations consist of spirituous liquors 
or wine, the packages containing the same shall be re- 
gauged and the contents tested, so as to ascertain the per- 
centage of proof spirit, by Sykes' hydrometer, and the 
contents in proof gallons shall be clearly stated on the face 
of the manifest and legibly marked upon each package, and 
if considered necessary by the proper officers of customs, 
shall be again gauged and tested in like manner on arrival 
at the destined Canadian port. 
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APPENDIX. 



List of ports designated by the President of the United 
States, in pursuance of Section 28G6 of the Revised Statutes, 
from which imported merchandise may be shipped in bond 
in transit through the United States, to or from the Do- 
minion of Canada, by the routes prescribed in Article 30 of 
these Eegulations, viz : 

Portland, Me.; Boston; New York; Island Pond; St. 
Albans; Bouse's Point; Ogdensburg; Suspension Bridge; 
Buffalo; Detroit; Port Huron; Ohicd.go; Milwaukee; Du- 
Itith; Pembina; Vanceboro', Me. ; and Whitehall; 



Approved -^ ACT to preyent smuggling^ and for other purposes. 

June S7, 1804. 

Stat, § ^^ ^^ enacted by thid Senate and House of Representatives oj 

^^ the United States of America in Congress assembled, That, 

Goods, &a,iin- from and after the passage of this act, all goods, .wares, 

Ee miiade^^and and merchandise, and all baggage and effects of passen- 

firat^^^ of ar^ gcrs, and ail other articles imported into the United States 

from any contiguous foreign country or countries, except 

as hereafter provided, as well as the vessels, cars, and other 

vehicles and envelopes in which the same shall be imported, 

shall be unladen in the presence of, and be inspected by, 

an inspector or other officer of the customs at the first port 

of entry or custom-house in the United States where the 

same shall arrive. * * • * • 

Stat, § Seo. 2. And be it further enacted, That to avoid the in- 



[Bev. Stat, 6 »^^^j* ^» .a.'/%u uv ^v juruuFT vnuvvcu, xu£i<t tu avuiu. tuo lu- 

'^]^ooeeding8to spectiou at the first port of arrival, required by the first 
at to?pwt *^° section of this act, the owner, agent, master, or conductor 
of any such vessel, car, or other vehicle, or owner, agent, 
or other person having charge of any such goods, wares, 
merchandise, baggage, effects, or other articles, may apply 
to any officer of the United States duly authorized to act 
in the premises, to seal or close the same^ under and accord- 
ing to the regulations hereinafter authorized, previous to 
their importation into the United States; which officer shall 
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seal or close the same accordingly; wboreupon the same 
may proceed to their port of destination witliont further 
inspection : Provided^ That nothing contained in this sec- Proriio. 
tiou shall be construed to exempt such vessel, car, or 
vehicle, or its contents, from such examination as may be 
necessary and proper to prevent frauds upon the revenue 
and violations of this act: And provided further^ That every Proviao. 
such vessel, car, or other vehicle shall proceed, without un- 
necessary delay, to the port or place of its destination, as 
named in the manifest of its cargo, freight, or contents, 
and be there inspected, as provided in section one. 

Sec. 3, And he it further enacted. That the Secretary of rRev. stat>, § 
the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized and required RegnutioM 
to make such regulations, and from time to time so to SU^'**lS£iS|^ 
change the same as to him shall seem necessary and proper, ^^^ ^• 
for sealing such vessels, cars, and other vehicles, when prac- 
ticable, and for sealing, marking, and identifying such 
goods, wares, merchandise, baggage, effects, trunks, traVel- 
liug-bags or sacks, valises, and other envelopes and arti- 
cles; and also in regard to invoices, manifests, and other 
pertinent papers, and their authentication. 

Seo. 4. And he it further enacted. That if the owners, fR^v. stat, § 
master, or person in charge of any vessel, car, or other ve- ^^p^aity on 
hide, sealed as aforesaid, shall not proceed to the port or SJ?**JJl;>SSdfaS 
place of destination thereof named in the manifest of its ^^ J^.**** 
cargo, freight, or contents, and deliver such vessel, car, or 
vehicle to the proper officer of the customs, or shall dispose 
of the same by sale or otherwise, or shall unload the same, 
or any part thereof, at any other than such port or place, 
or shall sell or dispose of the contents of such vessel, car, 
or other vehicle, or any part thereof, before such delivery, 
he shall be deemed guilty of felony, and on conviction 
thereof, before any court of competent jurisdiction, pay a 
fine not exceeding one thousand dollars, or shall be im- 
prisoned for a term not exceeding five years, or both, at the 
discretion of the court; and such vessel, car, or other ve- 
hicle, with its contents, shall be forfeited to the United 
States, and may be seized wherever found within the United 
States, and disposed of and sold as in other cases of for- 
feiture: Provided, That nothing in this section shall be. con- Proviao. 
strued to prevent sales of cargo in whole or in part, prior 
to arrival, to be delivered as per manifest, and after due 
inspection. 
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rser. Stat, §§ Seo. 5. And be it further enacted, That if any onaathor- 
Penaity' for ized persoii OF persoDs shall wilfully break, cut, pick, open. 
ing or opeuintf, OF remove auy wire, seal, lead, lock, or other fastening or 
enings, dec. mark attached to any vessel, car, or other vehicle, crate^ 
box, bag, bale, basket, barrel, bundle, cask, trunk, pack- 
age, or parcel, or anything whatsoever, under and by virtue 
jof this act and regulations authorized by it, or any other 
act of Congress, or shall affix or attach, or in any way wil- 
fully aid, assist, or encourage the affixing or attaching, by 
wire or otherwise, to any vessel, car, or other vehicle, or to 
any crate, box, bale, barrel, bag, basket, bundle, cask, pack- 
age, parcel, article, or thing of any kind, any seal, lead^ 
metal, or anything purporting to be a seal authorized by 
law, such person or persons shall be deemed guilty of 
felony, and, upon conviction before any court of competent 
jurisdiction, shall be imprisoned foft a term not exceeding- 
five years, or shall pay a fine of not exceeding one thou- 
sand dollars, or both, at the discretion of the court. And 
each vessel, car, or other vehicle, crate, box, bag, basket, 
barrel, bundle, cask, trunk, package, parcel, or other thing,, 
with the cargo, or contents thereof, from which the wire^ 
seal, lead, lock^ or other fastening or mark shall have been 
broken, cut, picked, opened, or removed by any such unau- 
thorized person or persons, or to which such seal or other 
thing purporting to be a seal, has been wrongfully attached 
as aforesaid, shall be forfeited to the United States. 



Approved -^ ^^'^ ^o protect the reyenae, and for other purposes. 

Jnly^, 1866. 

^Rev. Stat, § Sec. 6. And he it further enacted, That, from and after 
(^8 arriv- the passagc of this act, all goods, wares, or merchandise 
nafed«)rto.^e8- arriving at the ports of New York, Boston, and Portland^ 
in a<yacen? pro- or any Other port of the United States which may be 
be*^te?S['^S specially designated by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
jaried through, ^^^ destined for places in the adjacent British provinces,. 
• ••••••- 

may be entered at the custom-house, and conveyed, in 
transit, through the territory of the United States, with- 
out the payment of duties, under such rules, regulations, 
and conditions for the protection of the revenue as the 
Secretary of the Treasury may prescribe. 
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Sbo. 6. And be it further enactedy That imported goods, IJev. sut, § 
wares, or merchandise in bond, or duty paid, and products o^, with 
or manufactures of the United States, may, with the con- th^esof p^ 
sent of the proper authorities of the provinces • • • be^SSiSuCTw 
aforesaid, be transported from one port or place in the from o^'^SZ 
United States to another port or place therein, over the vS^^il^^ 
territory of said provinces, • • • by such routes, and 
under such rules, regulations, and conditions as the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury may prescribe; and the goods, wares, 
and merchandise, so transported, shall, upon arrival in the 
United States from the provinces • • • aforesaid, be 
treated in regard to the liability to or exemption from 
duty, or tax, as if the transportation had taken place 
entirely within the limits of the United States. 



Treaty between the United States and Great Britain relative 
to Claimsj Fisheries^ Navigation of the St. Lawrence^ dtc; 
American Lumber on the Biver St, John; Boundary, 
Concluded May 8, 1871; ratificatio7i9 exchanged June 17, 
1871; proclaimed July 4, 1871. 

Article XXVI. 



The navigation of the river St. Lawrence, ascending and KaviMtion of 
descending, from the forty-fifth parallel.of north latitude, ^ce to be frS' 
where it ceases to form the boundary between the two 
countries, from, to, and into the sea, shall forever remain 
free and open for the purposes of commerce to the citizens 
of the United States, subject to any laws and regulations 
of Great Britain, or of the Dominion of Canada, not incon- 
sistent with such privilege of free navigation. 

The navigation of the rivers Yukoii, Porcupine, and of other rivers. 
Stikine, ascending and descending, from, to, and into the 
sea, shall forever remain free and open for the purposes of 
commerce to the subjects of her Britannic Majesty and to 
the citizens of the United States, subject to any laws and 
regulations of either country, within its own territory,, not 
inconsistent with such privilege of free navigation. 
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Abtiole XXVIL 

The use on The Goveruiiieiit of Her Britannic Majesty engages to 
ity^of** certain Urge upon the Government of the Dominion of Canada to 
eSs *pf^ ^th secure to the citizens of the United States the use of the 
SgSd. ^ Welland, St. Lawrence, and other canals in the Dominion, 
on terms of equality with the inhabitants of the Dominion; 
and the Government of the United States engages, that 
the subjects of Her Britannic Majesty shall enjoy the use 
of the St. Clair Flats Canal on terms of equality with the 
inhabitants of the United States, and further engages to 
urge upon the State Governments to secure to the subjects 
of Her Britannic Majesty the use of the several State canals 
connected with the navigation of the lakes or rivers tra- 
versed by or contiguous to the boundary line between the 
possessions of the high contracting parties, on terms of 
equally with the inhabitants of the United States. 

Abtiole XXVIII. 

ifayiffation of The navigation of Lake Michigan shall also, for the term 
Lake chigan. ^^ y^^g mentioned in Article XXXIII of this treaty, be 
free and open for the purposes of commerce to the subjects 
of Her Britannic Majesty, subject to any laws and regula- 
tions of the United States or of the States bordering 
thereon, not inconsistent with such privilege of free navi- 
gation. 

Article XXIX. 

Provisions for It is"^ agreed that, for the term of years mentioned in 
it^t^^t^Sm' Article XXXIII of this treaty, goods, wares, or merchan- 
uSted^stL^^dise arriving at the ports of New York, Boston, and Port- 
ohaS^d^* tolSJS^ land, and any other ports in the United States which have 
^tsof tSrS! been or may, from time to time, be specially designated by 
offfSS^t^d^-the President of the United Stat43S, and destined for Her 
edior export jgritannj^ Majosty's possei^sions in North America, may 
be entered at the proper custom-house and conveyed in 
transit, without the payment of duties, through the territory 
of the United States, under such rules, regulations, and 
conditions for the protection of the revenue as the Govern- 
ment of the United States may from time to time prescribe; 
and under like rules, regulations, and conditions,' goods, 
wares, or merchandise may be conveyed in transit, without 
the payment of duties, &om such possessions throngh the 
territory of the United States for export from the said ports 
of the United States. 
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It is further agreed that, for the like period, goods, Beeiprooai 
wares, or merchandise, arriving at any of the ports of Her SS^^Se*" bl 
Britannic Majesty's possessions in ISTorth America, and bSSa **"1S^ 
destined for the United States, may be entered at the proper **^* 
custom-house and conveyed in transit, without the pay- 
ment of duties, through the said possessions, under sach 
rules and regulations, and conditions for the protection of 
the revenue, as the Governments of the said possessions 
may from time to time prescribe; and, under like rules,^ 
regulations, and conditions, goods, wares, or merchandise 
may be conveyed in transit, without payment of duties, 
from the United States through the said possessions, to 
other places in the United States, or for export from ports 
in the said possessions. 

Abtiole XXX. 

It is agreed that, for the terms of years mentioned in 
Article X X XIII of this treaty, subjects of Her Britannic 
Majesty may carry in British vessels, without payment of 
duty, goods, wares, or merchandise, from one port or place 
within the territory of the United States upon the St. 
Lawrence, the great lakes, and the rivers connecting the 
same, to another port or place within the territory of the 
United States as aforesaid: Provided^ That a portion of 
such transportation is made through the Dominion of Can- 
ada by land carriage and in bond, under such rules and 
regulations as may be agreed upon between the Govern- 
ment of Her Britannic Majest}"^ and the Government of the 
United States. 

Citizens of the United States may for the like' period 
carry in United States vessels, without payment of duty, 
goods, wares, or merchandise from one port or place within 
. the possessions of Her Britannic Majesty in North America 
to another port or place within the said possessions: Fro- 
videdj That a portion of such transportation is made 
through the territory of the United States by land carriage 
and in bond, under such rules and regulations as may be 
agreed upon between the Government of the United States 
and the Government of Her Britannic Majesty. 

The Government of the United States further engages 
not to impose any export duties on goods, wares, or mer- 
chandise carried under this article through the territory 
of the United States; and Her Majesty's Government 
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engages to urge the Parliament of the Dominion of Canada 
and the Legislatures of the othcV Colonies not to impose any 
export duties on goods, wares, or merchandise carried 
under this article; and the G^overnment of the United 
States may, in case such export duties are imposed by the 
Dominion of Canada, suspend, during the p'^riod that such 
duties are imposed, the right of carrying granted under 
this article in favor of the subjects of Her Britannic 
Majesty. The Government of the UniteU States may sus- 
pend the right of carryiAg granted in favor of the subjects 
of Her Britannic Majesty under this article, in case the 
Dominion of Canada should at any time deprive the citi- 
zens of the United States of the use of the canals in the 
said Dominion on terms of equality with the inhabitants 
of the Dominion, as provided in Article XXVII. 



ApproTed AK ACT to carry into effect the proyisionB of the treaty between the 
M«r^ 1, 1873. United States and Great Britain signed in the city of Washington 
the eighth day of May, eighteen hundred and seventy-one, relating 
to the fisheries. 

Be it etMicted by the Senate and Home of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assemhled^ * ♦ 
Stat, § Sec. 3. That from the date of the President's proclama- 
tion authorized by the first section of this act, and so long 
as the V articles eighteenth to twenty-fifth, inclusive, and 
article thirtieth, of said treaty, shall remain in force, accord- 
ing to the terms and conditions of article thirty-third of 
said treaty, all goods, wares, or merchandise arriving at 
the ports of New York, Boston, and Portland, and any 
other ports in the United States which have been, or may 
from time to time be, specially designated by the President 
of the United States and destined for Her Britannic Majesty's 
possessions in North America, may be entered at the proper 
custom-house and conveyed in transit, without the payment 
of duties, through the territory of the United States, under 
such rules, regulations, and conditions for the protection 
of the revenue as the Secretary of the Treasury maj^ from 
time to time prescribe; and, under like rules, regulations, 
and conditions, goods, wares, or merchandise may be con- 
veyed in transit, without the payment of duties, from such 
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possessions, throagh the territory of the United States, for 
export from the said ports of the United States. 

Sec. 4. That from tiie date of the President's proclama- [b^: s<»t, § 
tion, authorized by the first section of this act, and so long ^^'^ * 
as articles eighteenth to twenty-fifth, inclusive, and article 
thirtieth, of said treaty, shall remain in force, according to 
the terms and conditions of article third-third of said 
treaty, all subjects of Her Britannic Majesty may carry in 
British vessels, without payment of duty, goods, wares, or 
merchandise from one port or place within the territory of 
the United States, upon the St. Lawrence, the great lakes, 
and the rivers connecting the same, to another port or place 
within the territory of the United States as aforesaid : 
Provided, That a portion of such transportation is made 
through the Dominion of Canada by land-carriage and iq 
bond,^under such rules and regulations as may be agreed 
upon between the Government of Her Britannic Majesty 
and the Government of the United States : And provided 
further J That the President of the United States may, by 
proclamation, suspend the right of carrying provided for 
by this section, in case the Dominion of Canada shoi^ld at 
any time deprive the citizens of the United States of the 
use of the canals in the said Dominion on terms of equality 
with the inhabitants of the Dominion, as provided in article 
twenty-seventh of said treaty: And provided further, That 
in case any export or other duty continues to be levied 
after the sixteenth day of June, eighteen hundred and 
seventy-two, on lumber or timber of any kind cut on that 
portion of the American territory, in the State of Maine, 
watered by the river St. John, and its tributaries, and 
floated down that river to the sea, when the same is shipped 
to the United States from the Province of New Brunswick, 
that then, and in that case, the President of the United 
States may, by proclamation, suspend all rights of carrying 
provided for by this section for such period as such export 
or other duty may be levied. 

Sec. 5. That this act shall not take effect until the first 
day of July, eighteen hundred and seventy-three, and shall 
not apply to any article of merchandise therein mentioned 
which shall be held in bond on that day by the customs 
oflBcers of the United States. 
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BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OP AMERICA. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas, by the Thirty-third Article of a Tretity con- 
cluded at Washington on the 8th day of May, 1871, between 
the United States and Her Britannic Majesty, it was pro- 
vided that "Articles XVIII to XXV, inclusive, and Article 
XXX of this Treaty shall take effect as soon as the laws 
required to carr^- them into operation shall have been pass^^d 
by the Imperial Parliament of Great Britain, by the Parlia- 
ment of Canada, and by the Legislature of Prince Ed- 
ward's Island on the one hand, and by the Congress of the 
United States on the other f 

And whereas, by the first section of an act entitled "An 
act to carrj^ into effect the provisions of the Treaty between 
the United States and Great Britain signed in the City of 
Washington the eighth day of May, eighteen hundred and 
seventy -one, relating to the fisheries," it is i)rovided " that 
whenever the President of the United States shall receive 
satisfactory^ evidence that the Imperial Parliaujent of Great 
Britain, the Parliament of Canada, and the Legislature of 
Prince Edward's Island have passed laws on their part to 
give full effect to the xnovisions of the Treaty between the 
United States and Great Britain signed at the City of 
Washington on the eighth day of May, eighteen hundred 
and seventy-one, as contained in Articles eighteenth to 
twenty-fifth, inclusive, and Article thirtieth of said Treaty, 
be is hereby authorized to issue his Proclamation declaring 
that he has such evidence;" 

And whereas the Secretary of State of the United States 
and Her Britannic Majesty's Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary at Washington have recorded in a 
Protocol a conference held by them at the Department of 
State in Washington, on the 7th day of June, 1873, in the 
following language : 
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" Protocol 

" Of a Conference held at Washington^ on the seventh day 
of June, one thousand eight handred and seventy-three. 

"Whereas it is provided by Article XXXIII of the Treaty 
between Her Majesty the Qaeen of the Uuited KiDgdom of 
Great Bi * tain aud Ireland, aod the United States of America, 
signed at Washington on the 8th of May, 1871, as follows : 

"Article XXXIII. 

"The foregoing Articles, XVIII to XXV, inclnsive, and 
Article XXX of this Treaty shall take effect as «oon as the 
laws required to carry them into operation shall have been 
])as8ed by the Imperial Parliament of Great Britain, by the 
Parliament of Canada, and by the Legislature of Prince 
Edward's Island on the one hand, and by the Congress of 
the United States on the other. Such assent having been 
given, the said articles shilll remain in force for the period 
of ten years from the date at which they may come into 
operation, and further, until the expiration of two years 
afrer eitiier of the High Contracting Parties shall have 
given notice to the other of its wish to terminate the same; 
eH<ih of the High Contracting Parties being at liberty to 
give such noti<-,e to the other at the end of the said period 
of ten years, or at any time afterward : 

'•And whereas, in accordance with the stipulations of the 
above- recited article, an act was passed by the Imperial 
Parliament of Great Britain in the 35th and 36th years of 
the reign of Queen Victoria, intituled * An Act to carry 
into ettect a Treaty between Her Majesty and the United 
States of America :' 

"And whereas an act was passed by the Senate and 
House of Commons of Canada in the fifth session of the 
First Parliament, held in the thirty-fifth year of Her Maj- 
esty's Reign, and assented to in U6r Majesty's name by 
the Governor General, on the fourteenth day of June, 1872, 
intiiuled 'An Act relating to the Treaty of Washington, 
1871.' 

" And whereas an act was passed by the Legislature of 
Prince Edward's Ishuid and assentiul to by the Lieutenant 
Governor of that Colony on tiie 29th day of June, 1872, 
intituled *An Act relating to the Treaty of Washington, 
1871.' 

"And whereas an act was i)assed by the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled, and approved on the first day of 
March, 1873, by the President of the United States, intituled 
' An Act to carry into effect the i)rovisions of the Treaty 
between the United States and Great Britain signed in the 
City of Washington the eighth day of May, eighteen hun- 
dred and seventy-one, relating to tisheries:' 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



110 

<^ The andersigned, Hamilton Fish, Secretary of State pt 
the United States, and the Bight Honourable Sir Edward 
Thornton, one of Her Majesty's Most Honourable Privy 
Council, Knight Commander'of the Most Honourable Order 
of the Bath, Her Britannic Majesty's Envoy Extraordinary 
and Minister Plenipotentiary to the United States of Amer- 
ica,, duly authorized for this purpose by their respective 
Governments, having met together at Washington, and 
having found that the laws required to carry the Articles 
XVIII to XXV, inclusive, abd Article XXX of the Treaty 
aforesaid intx) operation, have been passed by the Imperit^ 
Parliament of Great Britain, by the Parliament of Canada, 
and by the Legislature of Prince Edward's Island on the 
one part, and by the Congress of the United States on the 
other, hereby declare that Articles XVIII to XXV, indu- 
iive, and Article XXX of the Treaty between her Britannic 
Majesty and the United States of America of the 8th of 
May, 1871, will take effect on the First day of July next. 

" In witness whereof the undersigned have signed this 
Protocol, and have hereunto affixed their seals. 

" Done in duplicate at Washington, this Seventh day of 
June, 1873. 

(Seal.) (Signed) " Hamilton Fish. 

(Seal.) (Signed) "Bdw'd Thornton." 

Now, therefore, I, Ulysses S. Grant, President of the 
United States of America, in pursuance of the premises, do 
hereby declare that I have received satisfactory evidence 
that the Imperial Parliament of Great Britain, the Parlia- 
ment of Canada, and the Legislature of Prince Edward's 
Island have passed laws on their part to give full effect to 
the provisions of the said Treaty as contained in Articles 
Eighteenth to Twenty -fifth, inclusive, and Article Thirtieth 
of said Treaty. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and 

caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 

Done at the City of Washington, this first day of July, 

in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hun- 

[SBAL.] dred and seventy-three, and of the Independence 

of the United States of America the ninety-seventh. 

U. S. GEANT. 
By the President : 

Hamilton Fish, 

Secretary of State. 
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TO OOLLEOTOKS OF CUSTOMS. 



Tebasuby Department, 

Washington, JD. C, May 3, 1876. 
The following Decisions of the Department for the month of April, 
1875, npon the construction to be given to Acta of Congress relating 
to the Tariff, Navigation, and other subjects> are published here- 
with for the information and guidance of Officers of the Customs. 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 



(2172.) 
Salt in Saiika — not a FerishahU Article. 

Tbeasuby Department, April 1, 1875. 

Sir : Salt in sacks, is not considered a perishable article within the 
meaning of Article 669, General Begulations. You will be governed 
accordingly. 

Very respectfully, 

B. H. BKISTOW, 

Secretary, 
Collector of Customs, New Orleans, La. 



(2173.) 
Italian Cloths — Classification of. 

Treasury Department, April 1, 1875. 

Sir : Referring to Department's letter of the 18th of January last, 
addressed to the collector of customs at New York, relative to the 
proper classification of certain Italian cloths for duty, which letter, or 
the substance thereof, >i7as published in the "Internal Revenue Record" 
of the 22d ultimo, I have to state that said letter was intended to ap- 
ply only to the particular sample of goods then under consideration, 
8 
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which appeared to be what is known as the Italian cloth of commerce, 
and was not intended to overrule or modify the application of the prin- 
ciple laid down in Department's decision addressed to the collector of 
customs at New York, on the 29th of August, 1874, (Synopsis, No. 1922,) 
or to affect any case not embraced in the appeals referred to, (5575 c 
and 62470.) 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 
OoLLEOTOB OF CUSTOMS, New York. 



(2174.) 

Oigarg m transit through United States — When subject to Seizure under 
Section 2804 Revised Statutes. 

Tbbastjby Depabtmbnt, April 2, 1875. 

Sib : I am in receipt of your letter of the 27th ultimo, relative to a 
shipment of two thousand cigars sent to you from St. John's, P. B., 
and requesting permission to ship the same to Canada, on arrival at 
New York, notwithstanding the quantity of cigars is less than that 
prescribed by law for a single package. 

In reply, I have to state, that by the published instructions of this 
Department, Of March 2, 1870, (Synopsis of Decisions No. 588,) cigars 
brought into the United States in transit for foreign countries, may be 
forwarded to their destination irrespective of the quantity contained 
in such shipment. To conform to this ruling it must appear by the 
invoice or bill of lading that the cigars Ure merely in transit to a for- 
eign country, and are therefore not an importation into the United 
States within the meaning of the law, and if it does not so appear, the 
importation of a less quantity than three thousand in a single package 
must be treated as prohibited, and therefore liable to seizure. 

The case presented by you must be governed by the views herein 
laid down, and the collector of cnstoms at New York will be furnished 
with a copy of this letter for his information. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BEISTOW, 

Seeretarp. 

Mr. Fbbdbbiok Gibbbl, 169 Water Street^ N. Y. 
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(2175.) 
Ho9pHal Due^-^Whmi to U OoUMed. 

Apbil 3, 1875. 

Sib: Beferring to your letter of the 23d aUimOi in relattion to a sea- 
man sent to hospital who had been employed on on«) of the P. M. S. 
Oo.'s vessels, << working his passage^" and for whom, hospital dues had 
not been paid, Ihftre to advise you — ^fimtt that said seanutti is not en- 
titled to the benefits of the Marine-Hospital Fund; and second, the 
master or owner of the vessel is liable to the penalty prescribed by law 
for making false returns. 

It matters not whether the seaman receives pUy, works for his pas- 
sage, or works for nothing, hospiti^ dues m.Qst be paid for every inan 
employed or engaged on board the vessel, and the penalty is for nutk- 
ing a false retnm of the number of seamen, or of the length of time 
they have severally been employed. 

The collector should, in this case, notify the master of the vessel or 
the owner to pay hospital dues for this man for the term of his employ- 
ment, (five years,) and in case of failure to comply, the penalty should 
be enforced according to law. 

Veiy respectfully, 

JOHN M. WOODWOEtH, 

Si^pervtHng Surgeon General. 

Surgeon 0. N. Bllinwood, 8a/n FranoieoOy €al. 



(2176.) 
Dratobdck on Exportation^ — No weighers? return necessary . 

Tbeasuey Department, April 3, 1875. • 

Sm: On the exportation of cartridges containing bullets made wholly 
of imported lead and gunpowder, in the manufacture of which only im- 
ported saltpetre was used, drawback will be allowed at the rates here- 
tofore established for' separatlB exportations of such bullets and gun- 
powder, viz: 

On ^ul^to— Same as the duty paid on a number of poundli of lead 
equal to the net weight of the exported article. 

On gunpmeder—Ftom saltpetre which paid a duty of 2 cents per lb. : 

American sporting . . : 1-^ cts. per lb. 

U. S. Gk)vemment IVW " 

Shipping and mining 1^ " 
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From saltpetre which paid a duty of 1 ceut per lb. : 

American sporting t®5 ©*• P^r lb. 

U. S. Government ^% " 

Shipping and mining ^^^ " 

The exporters will be required to famish with each entry, in addition 
to the usaal sworn statement of the manofacturers, specimens of each 
sort or calibre of the cartridges covered by the entry and an affidavit 
setting forth that the specimens presented are in all respects like the 
corresponding sorts of the cartridges entered for export. The contents 
of the specimens, after due testing, will be taken, in connection with a 
return of the inspecting officer giving the number of cartridges of each 
calibre actually shipped, as elements of the verification, to be made by 
your office, of the quantities specified in the export etitry. 

As' the gross weight of the cartridges and boxes in which they are 
packed bears a large proportion to the net weight of the materials 
entitled to drawback, and can be of no use as element of computation, 
no weigher's return will be required. 

Very respectfully, 

B. H. BEISTOW, 

Secretary, 

OoLLBOTOB OP CUSTOMS, New YarJc, 



(2177.) 
Vessels not to be Documented until Inspection Fees have been paid, 

Tbeasuby Dbpastmbnt, April 3, 1875. 

SiB: I have received your letter of the 27th ultimo. It appears 
therefrom that the propeller "E. S. Carter" was inspected October 28 
last, has since been sold by order of court, and that on applying at the 
custom-house for marine papers^ you were informed that the fees for 
the inspection must be paid. 

You are advised, in reply, that the claim for fees on inspection al- 
ready made, is valid against the owner who shall apply for the issue of 
either register, enrolment, or license. 

Very respectfully. 



John Gautibb, Jr., New Torhj N. T, 



B. H. BEISTOW, 

Secretary. 
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(2178.) 
Uxaminatiansfor t^e Medical Corps of the Marine-Eospitdl Service. 

Tbbasuby Department, April 6, 1875. 

Sib: All examinatiops are made for the general servioei aud ap- 
pointees are liable to be assigned to sneh place as the Supervising Sur- 
geon General may direct 

B. H. BBISTOW, 

Beeretary. 
Dr. Isaac W. Soott, New Orteantj La. 



(2179.) 
Vessels Licensed far the FisherieSy not to paiy Tax on Tonnage^ 

Tbeasubt Department, April d, 1875. 

Sir: I have received your letter of the 2d instant, inquiring whether 

a vessel licensed tbr the fisheries, and taking a permit to touch and 

trade, in accordance with the Eegnlations, will be reqnired to pay the; 

tax on tonnage, if she retnrn with nothing on board but fish of h^r 

own catch. 

The question is answered in the negative. 

\ery respectfully, 

• B. H. BBISTOW, 

Secretary. 
Collector op Customs, Castine, Maine. 



(2180.) 
Materials for manufacture of Begaliaj dutiable. 

Treasury Department, April 6, 1875. 

Sir : I am in receipt of your letter of the 20th ultimo, submitting the 
application of the Superioress of the " Sisters of the Good Shepherd,'^ 
for the free entry of certain eight bales white serge, consigned to her 
per bark << Alphpnse St. Marie,'^ from Bordeaux, March 1, 1875, and 
intended exclusively to serve as clpthing for the said order. 

You refer in your letter to the Department's decision of September 
25, 1874, on a similar application, of the << Sisters Marionites of the 
Holy Cross," at your port, in which case the duties exacted qn certain 
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black merino were remitted under the provision in the Bevised Stat- 
utes for the free entry of " regalia,'' when specially imported for the 
use of a society incorporated for religious purposes. 

In reply, I would state that on full consideration of the case, the 
Departments of opinion that said decision was erroneous, for the rea- 
son that even if the garments made from the material referred to may 
be properly deemed regalia, as the '^ decorations or insignia of an or- 
der," yet the materials themselves can in no sense be so regarded. 

The Department, therefore, although desirous to aid a worthy 
charity, cannot, under existing laws, grant the said application. 

I am, veiy respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary, 
OoLTTs^nTOB OF Customs, New Orleans^ La. 



(2181.) 

Cottons arriving in Fort, March 2, 1875, and entered afterwards^ entitled 
to ten per cent yeduction of duty, 

Tbbasuey Department, Aj^il 7, 1876. 

Sib: I am in receipt of your letter of the 12th ultimo, reporting upon 
the communication of Messrs. H. Hermann & Co., relative to the proper 
rate of duty to be exacted on an importation of cotton goods made by 
them, per steamer " Baltic." 

The question involved relates to the right of said importers^ to a re- 
duction of 10 per cent, from the regular duties as originally provided 
by the act of June 6, 1872, and the following facts appear : 

The goods were put on board after February 12, 1875, and arrived 
in port March 2, one day before the passage of the a<^t of March 3, 
which repealed the 10 per cent, reduction of duty allowed by the a<5t 
of 1872. Entry of the goods was made on the 5th instant, at which 
time the act; repealing said rMuction was operating, and in view of 
the 6th section of said act, your officers decline to allow the 10 per 
cent, reduction on these goods, the language of said section being as 
follows: "That the increase of duties provided by this act shall not 
apply to any goods, wares, or merchandise actually on shipboard and 
bound to the United States, on or before the 10th day of February, 
1875, nor on any such gooiis, wares, or merchandise on deposit in ware- 
houses or public stores at the date of the passage of this act." 
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Your construction of said act, appears to be that the increase of da- 
ties imposed thereby applies to all goods embraced therein, of which 
entry for payment of duties shall be made on and after said March 3, 
irrespective of the date of importatibn, except goods on shipboard and 
bound for the United States February 10, and goods in public store or 
warehouse on March 3, 1875. 

I reply, that the well-established rule of law is that duties on im- 
ports accrue on the arrival of the importing vessel at the port of entry 
with intent to unlade her cargo, and the rate of d^ty to be collected 
thereon is that in force at the time of such arrival, unless by a law 
taking effect after arrival and before final delivery of the goods from 
the custody of the Government, other duties become due and payable 
thereon. 

Following out this rule, the goods under consideration were, at the 
date of importation, clearly entitled to the reduction of 10 per cent, 
created by the act of 1872, and I find nothing in the act of March 3, 
1876, which cuts off their right thereto, there being no words employed 
to indicate that the new rates of duty are to attach to other thah 
importations made after its passage which were not on shipboard until 
after the 10th of February, 1875. 

The Department therefore decides that, as the goods in question 
were imported prior to the 3d day of March, 1875, they were not sub- 
ject to the increased duties imposed by the act aforesaid. 

This decision will also apply to the importation of cotton goods made 
by N. B. Falconer & Co. into your port per " Celtic," March 2, and en- 
tered for warehouse on March 3, 1875, in relation to which you reported 
on the 5th instant. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BEISTOW, 

Secretary. 
CoLiiEOTOB OF CUSTOMS, New Torh. 



(2182.) 
Old Boilers — Use ofj in new Boats. 

Tbeasuby Depabtmbnt, April 8, 1875. 

SiBS: In answer to your letter of the 2d inst., in which you ask to 
be informed if the inspector would be justified in approving an old 
boiler which you propose to put in a new boat now building, you are 
informed that, if the boiler in question has been previously used only 
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on Bteam-vessels, and if the inspector's records show that it was in all 
respects in confprmity to the reqiiirements of the steamboat acts in 
force at the time it wa? bnilt and first used, and is now in good con- 
dition, its use on a new boat may be permitted with an allowance of 
working pressure such as, in the judgment of the inspector, may be 
used with perfiBct safety, the pressure being within the limits prescribed 
by the law in force at the time of its original inspection. 

Very re»pectf nlly , 

B.H.BEISTOW, 

Messrs. Patterson Bros., (7l0t^2(ind[, OAio. 



(2183.) 
$maU Launches and Yadhts subject to inspection. 

Tbbastjby Dbpabtment, April 9, 1875. 

Sm: In answer to your letter of the 6th instant, making inquiry 
whether it is required by law that small << launches" and small '< yachts ^ 
shall be inspected by the Government inspectors and be provided, with 
a lioensM engineer, &c., you are referred to section 4426, Title 52, chap. 

1, Bevised Statutes,ri874. 

• • ' « • • • -» 

It ifi quite dear that the intent of the section here cited is to apply 
the provisiQns of this Title to the several vessels of classes therein 
enumerated, so far as they may be found applicable in each case sub- 
mittied to examination; while the inspection of the hull and boilers of 
Cbich such craft, and the employment of a licensed engineer and licensed 
pilot, are made imperative. 

. It is held.'iihat neither the nature of their employment nor their in> 
fJBrior tonnage capacity, will exempt such vessels from the inspectioii 
herein required. 

Yery respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary^ 
A. Habtupeb, Esq., Pittshirg^Pa. 
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(2184.) 

Goods on Shiphoardj hound to the United States February 10, 1875, 
cmd transshipped subsequently^ not subject to increased duty. 

Tbeasuby Department, April 10, 1875. 

SiB: Yoar letter of the 13th ultimo is received, reqaesting; to, be 
informed if certain merchandise, which was shipped at Havre oa the 
9th of February, 1875, intended for New York, but which was trans- 
ferred to another vessel at Liverpool, is entitled to be exempted from 
the additional duty imposed by the act of March 3, 1875, under the 
provisions of the 5th section thereof, which exeiQpts from the increased 
duties all ^< goods, wares, or merchandise actually on shipboard and 
bound to the United States on or before the tenth day of February, 
1875." 

The question involved in the case as presented by you is one of febct, 
viz : Was the merchandise actually on shipboard and bound to' the 
United States on or before the 10th of February, 1876 1 The bill .of 
lading, enclosed with your letter, which is herewith returned, shows 
that the merchandise was shipped at Havre on the 9th of February, 
on the "Stromboli,'' bound for Liverpool, to be there " transshipped or 
landed and reshipped" on boikrd the '< Algeria," or other steamship 
appointed to sail for New York, &c., and to be delivered at Jersey City 
or elsewhere within the jurisdiction of the custom-house of the port of 
New York. 

It therefore clearly appears that the goods were actually shipped and 
bound for the United States on the 9th of February, 1875, and that 
their subsequent transshipment at Liverpool was merely an incident 
in the voyage of importation which should not, in the opinion of the 
Department, debar them from the privilege conferred by the 5th sec> 
tion of the said act. 

You are therefore authorized to exempt the said goods from the 
increased duties imposed by the act aforesaid. 

In this connection you are referred to the 5th subdivision of De« 
partment's circular of the 18th ultimo, a copy of which is enclosed, in 
order that in future cases of this character you may be guided as 
therein directed. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 

CoLLEOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Buffalo^ Nf Y. 
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(2186.) 
Pro^^eeUve ImpartaHoM^—^eations affecting ihe rate of Duty on. 

Tbbasitby Depabthbnt, April 12, 1875. 

GiBNTLBMEN: Your letter of the 6tli altimo is received, enclosing 
samples (A and B) of cotton-back velvets, and requesting to be informed 
if they are dutiable at certain rates as suggested. 

In reply, I have to state that in view of the hirge number of cases 
pending before this Department, involving the construction of the 
tiuiff, as affecting importations abceady made, and also for other reasons 
hereinafter mentioned, the Department is compelled to decline enter- 
taining' any questions affecting prospective importations, or importiEb. 
tions which may depend upon an expression of opinion by the Depart' 
inent upon a tariff question. 

It is primarily the duty of collectors of customs to determine rates 
of duty, and it is only after protest and appeal that the law makes it 
incumbent on the Secretary of the Treasury to review their action. 
While the Department perceives no substantial objection to an expres- 
sion of opinion by a collector upon a question of this character, for the 
reason that his action, when erroneous, may be corrected by the De- 
partipent, yet the same reason operates to prevent an expression of 
opinion in advance, by the Depltrtment, upon any question upon which 
it nray be subsequently required to act in a judicial capacity. 

In jbhus defining the respective duties of collectors, and of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, with regard to the construction of tariff laws, 
the Department is actuated only by a desire to indicate to importers 
'and others the necessity of leaving the Secretary entirely unembar- 
rassed in the discharge of functions imposed upon him by law, and not 
by a disposition to evade any reasonable demands for information, 
however onerous in the aggregate such demands might be. 

You are therefore respectfully referred to the collector of customs at 
New York for the information you desire. 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary, 

Messrs. Arnold, Constable & Co., Hfew York. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



121 

(2186.) 
Oood8 in Warehouse — When to be trcmsf erred to other Packages. 

Tbbasubt Department, April 13, 1875. 

Sib : In reply to the application of Messrs. J. B. Brigham & Co., 
enclosed in your letter of the 9th instant, in which tliey request per- 
mission to import molasses in tanks and transfer it, while in bond, to 
casks for exportation to Canada, I have to say that Article 605 of the 
Customs Regulations of 1874 permits the transfer of goods from one 
package to another, while in bond, only when necessary for the safety 
or preservation of the contents thereof. In view of this regulation the 
application of Messrs. Brigham & Co. is denied. 

I am, very respectfully. 
By order: J. F. HARTLEY, 



COLLEOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Boston. 



Assistant Secretary. 



(2187.) 
Betum €/ Property^ Class 3, to &a included in Glass 9. 

Tbeasubt Dbpabtment, AprU 14, 1875. 

Bib: It has been decided that, hereafter, the return of << means of 
land and water transport" mentioned as Class 3, in article 1020 of the 
Revised Regulations, as amended, in Synopsis of Decisions No. 1824, 
shall be included by collectors in Class 9, and made yearly to the 
Secretary of the Treasury, instead of the Supervising Architect. 
Very respectfully, 



OouLEOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Neic YorJc. 



B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 



(2188.) 
Furniture and Tackle of Vessels wrecked in American Waters— Free. 

Tbeasubt Depabtmekt, April 15, 1875. 

Sib : I am in receipt of a letter, dated the 29th ultimo, from Messrs. 
D. C. & H. Babson, of your port, in which they state that, at an auc- 
tion sale on the 9th instant of the hull and materials of the wrecked 
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schooner "Sea Lion,'' at Eockport, belonging in Nova Scotia, they 
purchased the anchors and chains of said vessel, and that they are in- 
formed by yon that said articles are liable to a duty of two and one- 
half cents per ponnd. They therefore request the views of this De- 
partment on the subject. 

It may not, therefore, be amiss to state for your information, that it 
has been the practice of the Department, hitherto, to regard the tackle 
and apparel of a foreign vessel wrecked on the shores of the United 
States, as exempt from duty, the involuntary arrival thereof not being 
regarded as an importation of goods, wares, or merchandise within the 
meaning of the law. (See page 604 of the General Regulations of 1857.) 
If, therefore, the facts are as stated by Messrs. Babson, you are au- 
thorized to exempt from payment of duty the tackle, apparel, and 
furniture of said vessel, which would include the anchors and chains 
referred to. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BEISTOW, 

Secretary. 

GOLLEOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Gloucester j Mass. 



(2189.) 
Powers of Attorney. 

Tr:easury Depabthent, April 16, 1875. 

The attention of officers of this Department, and of persons prose- 
cuting claims before it, is called to section 3477 of theEevised Statutes, 
as follows: 

<^ All transfers and assignments made of any claim upon the United 
States, or of any part or share thereof, or interest therein, whether 
absolute or conditional, and whatever may be the consideration there- 
for, and all powers of attorney, orders, or other authorities for receiving 
payment of any such claim ^ or of any part or share thereof, shall be 
absolutely null and void, unless they are freely made and executed in 
the presence of at least two attesting witnesses, after the allowance of 
such a claim, the ascertainment of the amount due, and the issuing of 
a warrant for the payment thereof. Such transfers, assignments, and 
powers of attorney must recite the warrant for payment, and must be 
acknowledged by the person making them before an officer having 
authority to take acknowledgments of deeds, and shall be certified by 
the officer; and it must appear by the certificate that the officer, at the 
time' of the acknowledgmeut, read and fully explained the transfer, 
assignment, or warrant of attorney to the person acknowledging the 
same." 
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The order of the Department of March 19, 1874, relating to powers of 
attorney, is hereby revoked, and the following adopted in lien thereof: 

The Trea«ary Department will hereafter recognize and act upon the 
rale of law, that to constitnte a power coapled with an interest, there 
must be an interest in the thing itself, and not merely in that which 
is produced by the exercise of the power. An interest in a claim to 
the extent of a fee contingent upon success is not, therefore, such an 
interest as will prevent a principal from revoking a power. 

In all cases, drafts for the proceeds of claims will be maUe to the 
order of the claimant, and will be delivered to the claimant or to an 
attorney having the latest valid power authorizing him to receive it. 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary, 



(2190.) 
Horses exported to he trained, may be returned free of duty. 

Tbbasuby Department, April 16, 1875. 

Sm : I am in receipt of your letter of the 26th ultimo, transmitting 
the application of J. P. Wiser, for permission to export horses to 
Canada to be placed on his stock farm for the purpose of having them, 
trained, &c, and thereafter to return them to the United States free 
of duty. 

In reply thereto, I would state that such privilege may be granted 
subject to the law and regulations governing the free entry of <' articles, 
the growth, produce, and manufacture of the United States, when re- 
turned in the same condition as exported," the Department not con- 
sidering the natural growth of animals, or any training which they 
may have received while abroad, as effecting any such change ih their 
condition as to exclude them from the benefits of the law referred to. 

It is to be distinctly understood, however, that such privilege cannot 

be allowed unless the animals returned t.o the United States can be 

accurately identified as being the same that were previously exported, 

in accordance with the regulations of the Treasury Department in that 

regard. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BKISTOW, 

Secretary. 

CoLLEGTOB OF CUSTOMS, Ogchnsburgh, N. Y. 
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(2191.) 
Saraes imported by Indians — Dutiahle. 

Treasury Department, April 16, 1875. 

Sir : I am in receipt of your letter of the 9th instant, in regard to 
the free entry of horses imported by the St. Eegis Indians, from Can- 
ada, for their own use. 

In reply, I would inform you that, under the provisions of section 
2515, act of June 22, 1874, peltries brought into the Territories of the 
United States and the proper goods and effects, of whatever nature, of 
Indians passing or repassing the boundary line aforesaid, unless the 
same be goods in bales or other large packages unusual among Indians, 
exempt from payment of duty. 
This is the sole provision of law exempting the goods and effects 
of Indians from payment of duty, and the Department has heretofore 
held that horses are not exempted by this provision, even when 
brought into, the United States for personal use. 

The Department, therefore, cannot authorize the free entry of horses 
imported by the St. Eegis Indians. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BEISTOW, 

Secretary. 
Mr. Mitchell Solomon, Eoganshurg^ Frmklin Co.j N. Y. 



(2192.) 

Begulations governing the Free Importation of Goods for the International 
JExhibition o/1876, at Philadelphia, 

Treasury Department, April 17, 1875. 

Sir : Pursuant to your request, I enclose herewith a copy of the 
instructions of this Department of October 3, 1874, governing the 
importation of goods for the International Exhibition. These instruc- 
tions have not been published with the decisions of the Department. 

Yery respectfully, 

J. F. HAETLEY, 
Assistant Secretary. 
H. S. Martin, Esq., 

S^^eoial Agenty Treasury Department. 
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Tbeasury Department, October 3, 1874. 
An act of Congress approved June 18, 1874, entitled " An act to 
admit free of duty articles intended for the International Exhibition of 
eighteen hundred and seventy-six,'' proyides as follows : 

^' Be it enacted by the Senate and Home of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled^ That all articles which shall be 
imported for the sole purpose of exhibition at the International Exhi- 
bition to be held in the city of Philadelphia in the year 1876, shall be 
admitted without the payment of duty or of customs fees or charges, 
under such regulations as the Secretary of the Treasury shall prescribe: 
Provided^ That all such articles as shall be sold in the United States 
or withdrawn for consumption therein at any time after such importa- 
tion shall be subject to the duties, if any, imposed on like articles by 
the revenue laws in force at the date of importation : And provided fur- 
ther ^ That in case any articles imported under the provisions of this act 
shall be withdrawn for consumption, or shall be sold without payment 
of duty as required by law, all the penalties prescribed by the revenue 
laws shall be applied and enforced against such articles and against 
the person who may be guilty of such withdrawal or sale." 

In pursuance of the provisions of this act the following regulations 
are prescribed: 

First. No duty or customs fees or charges being required on ^ny 
such importations, a new form of entry is prescribed, which will be 
employed in all cases at the port where such goods are received. 

Second. The ports of New York, Boston, Portland, Me., Burlington, 
Yt, Suspension Bridge, N. Y., Detroit, Port Huron, Mich., Chicago, 
Philadelphia, Baltimore, Norfolk, New Orleans, and San Francisco^ 
will alone constitute ports of entry at which importations for said 
Exhibition will be made free of duty. 

Third. All articles designed for such Exhibition must be forwarded, 
accompanied by an invoice or schedule of the numbers, character, and 
commercial value of each shipment, which statement shall be attested 
before a consul of the United States, or a civil magistrate of the 
country in which they are produced or from which they are shipped to 
the United States. Such verified bill of contents and values will be 
transmitted in triplicate, one copy to the collector of customs at the 
port where it is desired to make entry, which will be retained for the 
files of his office ; one copy to some duly-authorized agent, either of 
the owners, or of the Foreign Commission of the country from which 
shipment was made, which agent must in all cases be recognized by 
the Director General of the Exhibition, who will, by virtue of that 
authority, verify the goods and make entry, and one copy to the col- 
lector at the port of Philadelphia; and all packages and enclosures 
containing goods destined for such Exhibition must be plainly and 
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conspicuously marked with the words ^^ For the International Exhibi- 
tion of 1876, at Philadelphia." 

Fourth. All goods arriving so marked and represented, either at the 
time, of arrival or at any time while remaining in the custody of the 
collector of customs at the port of arrival on general order, will, when 
entered at the port of arrival, be delivered without examination to 
such recognized agent or agents, to be by him or them forwarded from 
the i)ort of arrival by bonded line of transportation to Philadelphia, 
there to be delivered to the custody of the collector of that port. 

Mfth. Entry for Warehouse will be made for all such transported 
packages on arrival at the said port of Philadelphia, and original en- 
try for warehouse wiU be made of all goods directed by first shipment 
to Philadelphia. Warehouse entry having been made, the packages 
will be held in the custody of the said collector until the Exhibition 
huilding, or some building erected by and in the custody of the offi- 
cers controlling the said Exhibition, and suitable for secure custody as 
a warehouse under the authority of the United States, is ready to 
receive them. 

Sixth. Separate and complete records of all packages so transmit- 
ted and received by the collector at Philadelphia will be made by the 
storekeeper at the port of Philadelphia in a book prepared for the pur- 
pose, in which will be entered, so far as known, the owner's name, the 
agent's name representing the articles, the country from which shipped, 
the date of such shipment, the name of the importing vessel, and the 
date of arrival, the general description and value of the goods, and the 
specific marks and numbers of the packages. Such record willalso be 
kept in duplicate by a special inspector of customs, who, under the 
direction of the Secretary of the Treasury, shall be appointed to iden- 
tify, forward, and care for packages so properly marked, and intended 
in good faith for the Exhibition, but which may not be properly repre- 
sented by an owner or agent. 

Seventh. When the said exhibition building, or a warehouse suitable 
for secure custody of articles intended for the Exhibition, duly author- 
ized for receiving bonded goods, shall be ready to receive articles then 
in the custody of the collector of the port of Philadelphia, descriptive 
permits, in duplicate, shall be issued by the said collector to the store- 
keeper of the port, directing the delivery of packages as, required by 
the owner or agent, or by the officers of the said Exhibition — one copy 
of which permits shall be preserved by the said storekeeper, the second 
copy to be delivered with the goods to a proper, officer of the customs 
stationed at the said Exhibition building or warehouse, to be there 
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kept as a record of goods entered for sach Exhibition in addition to 
the duplicate required to be kept in a book of proper form as before 
referred to. And all packages shall be opened in presence of an offi- 
cer of the customs, who shall verify the contents from and upon such 
descriptive Tist, correcting and completing it as the facts may require. 

Eighth. In case of receipt by the collector at Philadeljjhia of pack- 
ages imperfectly described or verified, or in regard to which information 
may be received questioning the good faith of the persons forwarding 
the same, the said collector may direct an examination, in proper form, 
for the purpose of determining the question, and if, on conference with 
the Director General, the goods are found to have been forwarded not 
in good faith for said Exhibition, they will be charged witli duty ac- 
cording to their value and classification, and held by th^ said collector, 
subject to appeal to the Secretary of the Treasury, to await proper 
claim and payment of duty by their owners. 

Ninth, All charges for transportation, drayage, and freight, accruing 
on goods arriving for the said Exhibition, will be required to be paid 
by the owner or agent at the time of their delivery Into the custody of 
the collector of customs at Philadelphia, or if on packages of small 
bulk ojr. weight, not accompanied by the owner or agent, or consigned 
to a foreign commissioner, and not exceeding $5 in amount, will be 
charged against the goods as so delivered into the custody of the col- 
lector at Philadelphia, to be paid with other charges subsequently 
accruing before the permit is issued for their delivery to the Exhibition 
buildiog; and on all packages exceeding fifty pounds in weight, half 
storage, as provided by regulation for the storage of ordinary n^erehan- 
dise in the public warehouse at the port of Philadelphia, will be 
charged against the goods received and stored therein from the time 
of receipt to the time of delivery to the Exhibition building. No fees 
for entry, permit, or other official act, and no duties will be charged 
upon or against such packages until after their withdrawal from such 
Exhibition, for sale, at its close or daring its continuance. 

TeiUh. All articles received and entered at such Exhibition in the 
manner hereinbefore provided may, at any time consistently with the 
regulations controlling said Exhibition, be withdrawn for sale or deliv-. 
ery to other parties than the owner or agent concerned in their impor- 
tation, on payment of the duties properly accruing on said* goods 
according to the laws in force at the time of the importation thereof; 
aiid for the purpose of assessment and determination. of such duties, 
and for proper identification of the articles, an officer of the appraiser's 
departmeiit of the port of Philadelphia shall be detailed to make due 
9 
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examination of the articles so withdrawn or sold, verif^g them by 
the record of their introduction, and charging upon a proper form, to 
be prepared for such porpose, the said rate and amount of duty, and 
on payment of the duty so charged, but without fee or other expenses, 
the owner or agent shall receive a permit for their removal from the 
Exhibition. 

Eleventh. Articles designed to be returned to the foreign country 
from which the same were imported, or to be removed from the United 
States, will, at the close of , the Exhibition, or at such time as shall be 
directed by the ofiftcers of such Exhibition, be verified by the customs 
officer in charge at the Exhibition, re-enclosed, duly marked, and for- 
warded, under permit of the collector at Philadelphia, to any other 
port for export, or may be directly exported fiw)m Philadelphia. Ex- 
port entries for such use will be prepared, according to the import 
entries under which the goods were originally received. 

Twelfth. A special inspector of customs will, under the direction of 

the Secretary of the Treasury, report at intervals to the collectors of 

the ports of Philadelphia and of Kew York, or of such other ports as 

he may be directed to visit, for the purpose of applying the regulations 

herein provided. 

B. H. BEISTOW, 

8ecreta/ry. 



(2193.) 
Americcm Whiskey — Bemported. 

Tbeasxtbt Depabtmbnt, April 17, 1876. 
Gentlemen : Further replying to your letters of the 20th of Feb- 
ruary last and the 2d instant, in relation to certain whiskey of [do- 
mestic production and manufacture, imported into New York, per "La 
Cayenne," in January last, I would state that the Department sees no 
objection to your making entry, and paying a duty on the same equal 
to the internal-revenue tax, as prescribed by section 2500 of the Bevised 
Statutes. 

With regard, however, to your request to be allowed to* transfer the 
whiskey to a wholesale liquor dealer, it would seem that it cannot be 
granted (you not being liquor dealers under the internal-revenue laws) 
without your incurring the penalties prescribed by section 3318 of the 

Bevised Statutes. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BEISTOW, 

Secretary. 
Messrs. Lanman & Kemp, New Tark. 
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(2194.) 
Tampa — Within the District of Key West 

Treasury Department, April 19, 1875. 

Sir : I have received your letter of the 13th instant, stating that, 
in your opinion, the town of Tampa is within the district of St. Mark's, 
both by reason of its location and because it has always been treated 
as in that district. 

Yon are informed, in reply, that this Department has decided that 
section 2562 of the Eevised Statutes has extended the limits of the 
district of Key West in such a manner that it now includes Tampa. 
A copy of a letter of even date hprewith, addressed to the collector of 
customs at Key West, upon the subject, is enclosed for your informa- 
tion, and further instructions will be given relative to the exercise of 
authority by him over the officer of the customs and the boatmen now 
stationed at Tampa. 

Please acknowledge the receipt of this letter. 

Yery respectfully, 

B. H. BEISTOW, 



Collector op Customs, Cedar Keys^ Fla. 



Secretary. 



(2195.) 
Admeasurement of Closed-in Spaces. 

Treasury Department, April 19, 1875. 

It is noticed by this Department that collectors of customs often 
note in the marine documents of vessels the aggregate capacity only 
of the enclosed spaces of the vessels above the upper deck. This mode 
of admeasuring is inexact, and, for various reasons, objectionable. 
Section 4153 of the Eevised Statutes provides that the register shall 
express the number of decks, the tonnage under the tonnage-deck, that 
of the between-decks above the tonnage-deck, and also that of the 
poop, and other enclosed spaces above the upper deck, ea^ch separately. 
In future, care will be exercised to specify by name each permanent 
enclosure, above the upper deck, including the poop, and to note the 
tonnage thereof separately in the register. 

Yery respectfully, 

B. H. BEISTOW, 

Secretary, 



Collectors op Customs. 
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(2196.) 
General Appraisers^ Distriits, 

Treasury Department, April 19, 1875. 

In accordance with Article 1072 of the Revised Regulations of 1874, 
the collection districts of the United States are hereby arranged into 
divisions, to each of which a general appraiser is assigned, who will 
supervise the appraisements and discharge the other duties of his 
office exclusively within his division, unless otherwise instructed here- 
after. 

FIRST DIVISION. 

The districts of Aroostook, Bangor, Bath, Belfast, Oastine, French- 
man's Bay, Kennebunk, Machias, Pa«samaquoddy, Portland and Fal- 
mouth, Saco, Waldoborough, Wiscasset, and York, in Maine; Ports- 
mouth, in New Hampshire ; Barnstable, Boston and Gharlestown, £d- 
gartowu. Fall Eiver, Gloucester, Marblehead, Nantucket, New Bedford, 
Newbury port, Plymouth, and Salem and Beverly, in Massachusetts f 
Bristol and Warren, Newport, and Providence, in Rhode Island; Fair- 
field, Middletown, New Haven, New London, and Stouington, in Con- 
necticut 5 and Sag Harbor, in New York. 

SECOND DIVISION. 

The district of the City of New York. 

THIRD DIVISION. 

The districts of Bridgeton, Burlington, Great Egg Harbor, Little 
Egg Harbor, Newark, and Perth Amboy, in New Jersey; Philadelphia, 
and Pittsburgh, in Pennsylvania; Delaware, in Delaware; the Eastern 
District of Maryland; Cherrystone, in Virginia; and the ports of 
Wheeling, and Parkersburgh, in West Virginia; Cincinnati, in Ohio ; 
Louisville, in Kentucky; New Albany, and Evansville, in Indiana. 
Alton, and Quincy, in Illinois ; and Saint Louis, Saint Joseph, and 
Kansas City, in Missouri. 

FOURTH DIVISION. 

The districts of Annapolis, and Baltimore, in Maryland ; George- 
town, in the District of Columbia ; Alexandria, Norfolk and Ports- 
mouth, Petersburgb, Eichmond, Tappahannock, and Yorktown, in 
Virginia; Albemarle, Beaufort, Pamlico, and Wilmington, in North 
Carolina; Beaufort, Charleston, and Georgetown, in South Carolina^ 
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Brnnswick, Saint Mary's, and Savannah, in Georgia; and Fernandina, 
Saint Angostine, and Saint John's, in Florida. 

FIFTH DIVISION. 

The districts of Apalachicola, Key West, Pensacola, and Saint 
Mark's, in Florida ; Mobile, in Alabama ; Natchez, Pearl Biver, and 
Vicksburgh, in Mississippi ; New Orleans, and T6che, in Louisi&na ; 
Brazos de Santiago, Oorpns Ghristi, Galveston, Paso del Norte, and 
Salnria, in Texas ; and the ports of Memphis, and Nashville, in Ten- 
nessee ; and Cairo, in Illinois. 

SIXTH DIVISION. 

The districts of Vermont, in Vermont ; Buffalo Creek, Cape Vincent, 
Champlain, Dunkirk, Genesee, Niagara, Oswegatchie, and Oswego, in 
New York; Erie, in Pennsylvania; Cuyahoga, Miami, and Sandusky, 
in Ohio; Chicago, in Illinois; Detroit, Huron, Michigan, and Superior, 
in Michigan; Milwaukee, in Wisconsin; Du Luth, and Minnesota, in 
Minnesota; and the porta of Galena, in Illinois; Burlington, Dubuque, 
and Keokuk, in Iowa; and Omaha, in Nebraska. 

SEVENTH DIVISION. 

The districts of San Diego, and Sau Francisco, in California; Oregoii, 
Willamette, and the southern district of Oregon, in Oregon; Puget 
Sound, in Washington Territory; Montana and Idaho; and Alaska. 

The general appraisers at Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Balti- 
more, and New Orleans, are assigned to the 1st, 2d, 3d, 4th, and 5th 
divisions, respectively. 

The 6th and 7th divisions, until otherwise assigned, will be under 
the supervision of the general' appraiser at Baltimore, and shall be 
visited from time to time by such general appraiser as the Department 
may indicate. 

Collectors at ports other than those at which general appraisers re- 
side, are instructed to prepare and forward to the general appraiser of 
their division, a9 early in each month as practicable, a report (upon 
Form No. 853) of dutiable importations entered at their respective 
porta during the preceding month. Care will be taken in preparing it 
to give the invoice price of merchandise per hundred weight, gallon, 
&c., rate of damage, and other particulars of information indicated by 
the headings of the blaiik, in order to enable the general appraiser to 
examine the report understaudingly. A duplicate of this report need 
not be sent to this Department, as has heretofore been done. 
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The report of damage being embraced in this return, separate damage 
reports, a« now made to the Department under Article 530 of the Re- 
vised Begulations of 1874, will be no longer required, except at the 
ports of Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, New Orleans, and 
San Francisco. 

The collectors at the six ports last named will forward an " Abstract 
of Damaged Merchandise and Allowances,'' at the end of each month, 
in accordance with said Article 520, and are particularly instructed to 
enter in the proper column of the blank the cause of damage in each 
case. 

The report of "Advances on Invoices," required by Department's 
letter of February 22, 1873, and made on Form No. 614, will be here- 
after omitted. 

The attention of general appraisers is called to Articles 1071-1078 of 
the Eevised Begulations of 1874, containing instructions to them ai^ 
to their duties. 

Articles 1077 and 1078 are hereby modified, and the reports therein 
required will be made to the Department monthly instead of quarterly. 

The returns made by collectors to the general appraisers will be 
carefully examined by the latter, and if any lack of uniformity in the 
classification of articles for duty is observed, the collector making the 
erroneous classification will be immediately notified of the error. 

In order to insure such uniformity throughout the United States, 
general app]*aisers will make a montfily report to the Department in 
regard to articles respecting which any question as to classification or 
rate of duty may have arisen during the month. 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary, 



(2197.) 

Reports to Commissioner of Customs. 

Trbasuby Department, 
Office of Commissioner of Customs, April 20, 1875. 

Sir : Your attention is called to the following instructions, which 
must be strictly complied with : 

1st. A report of transactions in seizures, fines, penalties, and for- 
feitures, also a report of transactions in disposition of seizures, fines, 
penalties, and forfeitures, must be made at the close of each month. 
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The section of the Revised Statutes of the United States under which the 
fine or penalty is incurred^ or seizure madCj must be in all cases noted in 
this report 

2d. A return of moneys received and paid, with a specific statement 
of official fees, must be made at the close of each month. This return 
should show the cash transactions of the month. 

3d. A statement of public funds actually on hand and on deposit, to 
your individual credit must be made at the close of business on Satur- 
day of each week, and, in addition to this, a statement must be made 
at the close of business on the last business day of each month, regard- 
less of the day of the week upon which it may fall. The amount of 
funds on hand and on deposit to the various accounts, at the close of 
the month, should correspond with the balances due the United States 
on the same accounts, as reported in the return of moneys received 
and paid for the same month, and with the balance of your cash 
a*ccount. 

4th. A tabular statement of deceased passengers must be made at 
the close of each quarter. 

The above-mentioned reports, return, and statements must be 
promptly forwarded to the Commissioner of Customs at the time speci- 
fied, irrespective of those whieh may be sent to any other officer of 
the Treasury. If there .have been no transactions, the fact must be 
stated. 

Blank forms will be furnished upon requisition on the Secretary of 
the Treasury. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

HENKY C. J0H:N^S0N, 
Commissioner of Custom^s. 

Collectors op Customs. 



(2198.) 

Marine-Hospital Patients not to be Treated at Home except by Special Per- 
mission in certain cases. 

Tbeasuey DBi»ARTMENT, April 14, 1876. 

Sib : In reply to your letter of the 7th instant, I have the honor to 
state that in certain cases marine patients may be treated at boarding- 
house or at home by special authority from the Supervising Surgeon 
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• 

General in accordance with paragraph 47 of the Begulations, United 
States Marine-Hospital Service, 1873. In the absence of such author- 
ity paragraph 45 must be observed. 

Very respectfully, 

j:n^o. m. wood worth. 

Supervising Surgeon General. 
Surveyor of Customs, Wheeling, W, Va. 



(2199.) 
Care of Insane Seamen, 



Treasury Department, 
Supervising Surgeon GeneraVa Office, April 21, 1875. 

In accordance with the a<it to promote economy <bnd efficiency in the 
Marine- Hospital Service, approved March 3, 1875, insane patients of the 
Service will hereafter be admitted into the Government Hospital for 
the Insane upon the order of the Secretary of the Treasury, and cared 
for therein until cured or until removed by the same authority. 

You are, therefore, instructed to report to this office the admission 
to hospital of any insane seaman as soon as it shall have been satis- 
factorily ascertained that his condition renders him a fit subject for 
treatment in the Government Hospital for the Insane, stating in your 
report, so far as possible — 

1. The name, nativity, and age of the patient. 

2. Date of admission to hospital. 

3. Date of commencement of insanity. 

4. Form of the disease. 

5. Cause, as nearly as may be ascertained. 

6. Progress of the disease. 

7. Present condition of the patient. 

8. Prognosis of the case. 

9. Ijength of time for which the patient has paid hospital dues. 

10. Name and post-office address of nearest known relative of the 

patient. 

Instructions as to the disposition of the patient, &c., will be issued 

upon the receipt of the report in each case. 

Respectfully, 

JNO. M. WOOD WORTH, 

Stipervising Surgeon General, 

Medical Officers of the U. S. Marine-Hospital Seryick 

And others having Marine Patients in charge. 
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(2200.) 
Animals imparted for Breeding Purposes. 

Tbbasuby Department, April 22, 1875. 

Sm: Your letter of the lOtli of September, 1874, is received, iu rela- 
tion to the action of the collector of Castoms at Buffalo, in assessing 
duty on certain sheep, imported from Canada in October, 1873, which 
you claim were imported for breeding purposes. 

Upon referring the matter to the said collector for investigation, he 
reports that the sheep on which duty was assessed consisted of the 
ordinary graded sheep which cost and were worth no more than the 
sheep which are usually imponed for slaughtering purposes, and^ 
therefore, that they were not exempt &om duty under the provision 
of law for animals specially imported for breeding purposes, which, 
under the rulings of the Department, applies solely to animals of su- 
perior blood whose importation would tend to improve the stock in 
this country. He also reports that neither protest nor appeal was 
made in the manner and within the time prescribed by law. 

The Department is, therefore, unable to afford you any relief in the 

premises. 

I am, very respeictfuUy, 

B. H. BEISTOW, 

Secretary. 
Wm. a. Dean, Esq., Sunbury, Pa. 



(2201.) 
Appdntmmts — Employes not to Interfere toith. 

Treasuby Department, April 22, 1875. 

Hereafter clerks and other employes are prohibited from making 
recommendations for appointments, or giving any information relative 
to vacancies that may exist or occur in any branch of the Treasury 
Department. 

A violation of the provisions of this circular will be sufficient cause 
for removal. 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 
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^2202.) 

Transportation of Merchandise to, from, and through the British Possessions. 

Treasury Department, April 23, 1875. 

Eeferring to the regulations recently issned in printed form, nnder 
date of March 30, 1875, concerning " the transportation of merchandise 
to, from, and through the British Possessions in North America,^ you 
are hereby instructed that said regulations are to be regarded as 
superseding all former regulations or instructions on the same subject, 
whether printed or otherwise, and that in any case of conflict between 
regulations or instructions of any prior date, on the same subject, and 
the said regulations of March 30, 1875, tbe latter are to prevail. 

To prevent any possible misunderstanding on the subject of said 
regulations, the meaning and intent thereof are defined by this Depart- 
ment as follows : 

The distinction between the three classes of merchandise, the intro- 
duction of which into the territory of the United States is provided for 
in said regulations, is as follows : 

1. The first class consists of importations from Canada, which may 
be either entered at the first port of arrival on the frontier or may pass 
under consular seal to the port of destination in the United States, 
there to be dealt with according to law. Articles 1 to 9, inclusive, re- 
late to this class. 

2. The second class consists of domestic or non-dutiable merchan- 
dise, duty-paid or free goods, anii dutiable goodi^ in bond, transported 
from one port in the United States to another port in the United 
States, such transportation being by land, or partly by land and partly 
by water, but involving transit, in the course of such transportation, 
over foreign contiguous territory. Articles 10 to 19, inclusive, relate 
to thia class. 

3. The third class consists of merchandise arriving at designated 
ports on the seaboard destined for the Dominion of Canada, or arriving 
at the frontier, destined for exit from the United States, via one of 
such designated ports. Articles 20 to 33, inclusive, relate to this class. 

These distinctions are deemed by thi» Department to be clearly 
recognized by the several statutes cited in the margin of said printed 
regulations, as well as by the Treaty of Washington, and will, there- 
fore, continue to be recognized by this Department until modified by 
further legislation. 

Eeferring to the several regulations pertaining to the respective 
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classes of merchandise as above defined, the following farther instruc- 
tions will be observed : 

1. Special attention is called to the language of the regulations 
(Art. 7) which makes it the duty of the collector at the port of desti« 
nation in the United States, on arrival of cars under consular seal, to 
see that prompt delivery is made of the manifest accompanying each 
car, and <^ thereupon take means to secure the collection of the duties 
upon the merchandise." Hence, on arrival at the port of destination 
in the United States, such goods become subject to all the provisions 
of law and regulations necessary to prevent their going into consump- 
tion without the payment of duties. . 

It is especially to be observed that, as a preliminary to the use of 
the privilege conferred by the act of 1864, the regulations require an 
oath, as a part of the consular manifest, to be made by the owner, 
agent,^or consignee of the merchandise, or the conductor of the car, to 
the truth of such manifest, (the requisites of which manitiesi are stated 
in article 4,) which oath must also state the destiniajtion of the car, 
(Forme?;) 

An examination or comparison of the contents of the. o^ with the 
manifest at the time of sealing is not absolutely' required- bylaw or 
regulations, and hence is not necessarily made by the consuls^ offieer, 
but it is his duty under the law to see that the car is ^<*capable of being 
properly closed, so that access cannot be bad to its contents." It is 
evident, therefore, that the security of transportation in sealed cars 
depends, first, upon the adaptability of the car to be properly closed ; 
secondly, upon its being thus closed and the consular seal remaining 
intact until the arrival of the car at its place of destination ^ and lastly, 
upon its contents being found, on such arrival, to. agree exactly 
with the manifest. 

It is important, therefore, that the most careful scrutiny shall be exr- 
ercised by the proper officers to see that these conditions are strictly 
fulfilled. 

3. This branch of the regulations embraces coastwise trapsportation* 
on the lakes, where either British or American vessels may be e^m- 
ployed as connecting links in the transportation by rail ; and special 
care will be observed with reference to transshipments in such cases. 
' The regulations ^< governing the transportation of Oa^^dian mer- 
chandise," &c.,. printed under the head of << Supplement," on page 25, 
are those adopted by the Dominion of Canada as a counterpart to the 
regulations of this X>epartment contained in Article 19 as aforesaid. 

3. This class of merchandise, known as ^^ foreign merchandise in 
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transit,^ is distinguished from ordinary importations by the phrase- 
ology of the act of July 28, 1866; by that of the treaty of Washington, 
and by the act of March 1, 1873, enacted to carry said treaty into effect. 
In each of them it is described as merchandise "arriving ♦ ♦ » 
and deBtined^^ &c.', and provision is made for the transit thereof, as 
such, across the territory of the United States without the payment of 
duties after being first entered at the proper custom-house. 

Both the entry and tfce transit must be made iinder rules and reg- 
ulations prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Article 20 prescribes the form of combined entry which may be used 
as to transit goods arriving at designated ports on the seaboard, and 
Article 31 permits the same form of entry at the frontier port for like 
goods arriving from the Dominion of Canada, destined for shipment 
from a port on the seaboard. 

It will be perceived, therefore, that under the statutes, treaty, and 
regulations referred to, the provisions for sealing cars under consular 
manifest, as contained in Articles 1 to 9, inclusive, do not apply to 
this class of goods so as to excuse them from the necessity of entry at 
the first port, but that an entry thereof is indispensable before they 
can be permitted to traverse the territory of the United States. Such 
entry, however, need not necessarily include an entry for exportation, 
but may, at the option of the person duly authorized to make entry, 
consist only of an entry for transportation in bond, conditioned in the 
usual manner for delivery of the mierchandise to the collector at the 
port of exit from the United States. 

On such delivery, it may be entered by the consignee for immediate 
exportation, or, if he so desire, for warehouse in bond. In the latter 
case only the jgoods will be regarded as importations subject to duty, 
but in order to preserve the non-dutiable character of this class of 
merchandise as being not an importation, but only in transit across 
the territory of the United States, that fact must clearly appear on 
entry at the frontier port, and all entries and proceedings in connec- 
tion therewith must be made and had in good faith, it being the inten- 
tion of this Department to secure to all parties concerned, including 
the Government, whatever rights, privileges, and immunities are con- 
ferred by law, but, at the same time, to insist on a strict observance 
ofall obligations imposed by law. 



B. H. BRISTOW, 



Collectors of Customs. 
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(2263.) 
Damaged Drugs to he Eicparted or Destroyed, 

Tbeasuby Depabtment, April 24, 1875. 

Gentlemen : Yoar letter of the 20th ultimo is received, in relation 
to certain damaged opium imported by yoti into ISTew York, per 
<<Parthiaj" from Liverpool, January 20, 1875, which, upon examination, 
waa condemned by the appraiser as not being of the required standard 
of quality. 

You ask for permission to enter such opium for consumption because 
you have sold it to certain parties for manufacture into morphine, and, 
in that connection, you allege that it has been the practice to allow, 
deteriorated opium to be passed through the custom-house when it is 
actually intended for manufacturing purposes and not for use as 
medicine. 

In reply, I would state that*the law (sections 2935-'7 of the Eevised 
Statutes) prescribes that deteriorated drugs, &c., shall not be allowed 
to pass the custom-house, bat must be either exported within six 
months, or destroyed, at the expense of the owner, under the super- 
vision of the collector, and that consequently the Department is unable 
to grant your request. 

In relation to your allegation that it has been customary to allow 
deteriorated opium to be passed for use in the manufacture of mor- 
phine, I would also state that the collector at New York, to whom the 
matter was referred, reports that no such practice has prevailed at 
that port with his sanction, and therefore jt may be safely said that if 
the custom has existed, it was without the authority of law, or the 
approval of either said collector or thfe Department. 
I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary: 
Messrs. Dutilh & Co., New York. 



(2204.) 

^oods Entered for Transportation under Act of JvJy 14, 1870, Imported 
prior to March 3, 1875, not liable to increased duty. 

Treasuby Department, April 24, 1875. 
Sir: I am in receipt of your letter of the 7th instant, inquiring 
whether merchandise Imported at the port of Kew York previous to 
the passage of the act of March 3, 1875, and transported without ap- 
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praisement to an interior port, under the act of July 14, 1870, at which 
port it arrives subsequently to the passage of the first-named act, is 
liable to the increased duties imposed by the same; reference being 
also made to certain decisions of the Department (Synopsis 1351 and 
1513) as sustaining the view that such interior ports are to be con- 
sidered as, constructively, ports of original importation. 

In reply I have to 3tate that the act of 1870 was not intended to 
change the well-established rule of law, under statutes and decisions 
relating to imports, that an importation is complete on arrival of the 
importing vessel within the limits of a port of entry with intent to un- 
lade, but to confer a privilege of which the importer might avail him- 
self under the conditions stated in the act, and within a period not ex- 
ceeding ten days from the date of such importation. Furthermore, the 
fiekct that an entry is indispensable before the privilege of transporta- 
tion in bond under said statute can be exercised, shows conclusively 
that the importation must be deemed to have been completed at the 
port of first arrival. 

The decisions you have referred to, so far as they conflict with the 

views herein expressed, by treating transportation in bond, under the 

act of 1870, as a continuation of the voyage of importation, must be 

regarded as inconsistent with law, and are hereby, to the extent to 

which they so conflict, overruled. 

I am, very respectfully, 

OHAS. F. OONANT, 

Acting Secretary. 
Hon. D. W. Mahon, 

First Auditor of the Treasury j Washingtonj D. C, 



(2205.) 

Water-tight Bulkheads — to he used on Passenger Boats built for Freight 

Boats. 

Trbasuby Department, April 26, 1875. 

Sib : Eeferring to your letter of the 19th instant, relative to the ap- 
plication of water-tight cross-bulkheads to steamers originally built for 
freighting, but now fitting for passenger service, you are informed that 
Section 4490, Chapter 2, Title 52, Eevised Statutes, 1874, requires that 
every steamer navigiating the great northern or northwestern lakes, the 
building of which was completed after the 28th day of August, 1871, 
if she shall engage in the carriage of passengers, must be provided 
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with the water-tight cross-bulkheads specified in the section above 
named. That any sach steamer was originally employed in the trans- 
portation of fireight only will not exempt her firom the necessity of con- 
forming to this requirement whenever she shall be employed in the 
transportation of passengers. 

Very respectfully, 

OHAS. F. OONANT, 

Acting Secretary. 
Captain P. J. Ealph, 

Superomng Inspector of Steamboats j Detroit^ Mich, 



(2206.) 

Paper ^ imported for Printing purposes and to he Exported afterwards — 

Dutiaitle* 

Tebasury Depabtment, April 26, 1876. 

Sib .--Your letter of the 17th instant is^jeceived, requesting the free 

entry of certain printing paper, tor use in the printing of sheets for 

Canadian school-books, which you allege is to be returned to Canada 

as soon as the printing is executed. 

In reply, I would state that there is no law which would authorize 

the free entry of the paper in question, and therefore the Department 

is unable to grant your request. 

I am, very respectfully, 

CHAS. F. CONANT, 

Acting Secretary. 
John Lotbll, Esq., Managing Directory 

Lovell Printing and Publishing Company j Bouses Pointy N. Y. 



(2207.) 
Yellow Sheathing Metal used in Repairing Vessels j under Act of 1S72. 

Trbasuby Depabtment, April 27, 1875. 

Gentlemen; Your letter of the 7th instant is received, inquiring 
whether the change in the rate of duty on yellow sheathing m^tal, 
made by section 5 of the act approved February 8, 1875, works any 
change in the applicability of section 10, act of Juue 6, 1872, to yellow 
metal withdrawn from bond fbr use on vessels engaged in the trade 
between the Atlantic and Pacific ports. 
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i reply that the act of Febraary 8, 1876, is construed by this Depart- 
ment to working no change in this respect, bxit decision 1971 of October 
15, 1874, still governs in such cases. 

I am, very respectfally, 

B. H. BBISTOW, 

Secretary, 
Messrs. Gbinnbll, Mintttbn & Co., New TorJc. 



(2208.) 

Foreign Vessels sold for repairs under- Decree of Court— Not entitled to 

American Papers, 

Treasuby Depabtment, April 21 j 1875. 

GenhleheK: I have received yonr letter of the 23d instant. 

in reply thereto, yon are informed that an American register cannot 
issae to a foreign vessel sold for repairs made and sapplies furnished ; 
neither can such a document be granted, notwithstanding that the 
necessary repairs exceed in expense 50 per cent of the appraised 
valne of the vessel;, nor do such repairs, and a sale therefor, under 

a decree of a court, entitle such a vessel to receive American papers. 

♦ * . # # # # • 

Very respectfully, 

OHAS. F. OONABTT, 

Secretary. 
Messrs. Habbis & Howell, 

Wilmington, N. 0. 



(2209.) 
Salt vn, Bond — Restrictions concerning, 

Tbeasubt Depabtment, April 27, 1875. 

Sib : I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 17th 
of August last, requesting that the regulations of the Department be 
modified so as to allow salt in bond, intended to be withdrawn for 
curing fish, to be subjected to a process of crushing while so in bond, 
that it may be more readily applied for the purpose intended. 

In reply thereto, I would state that such process would be con- 
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sidered as in the natare of a manafaotnre of the salt, and cannot 
therefore be allowed in the absence of any special provision of law 
authorizlDg the same. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BBI8T0W, 

Seoretary. 
GoLLEOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Gloucester y Maes. 



(2210.) 
Bequisitians for Books and BUmkSj Stationery ^ dso. 

Tbeasuby Dbpabtmbnt, A^l 29, 1875. 

Officers of the customs, (excepting those at the ports of Few York, 
Boston, Philadelphia, Baltimore, l^ew Orleans, and San Francisco, 
who will order as heretofore,) inspectors of steam-vessels, assistant 
treasurers, designated depositaries, cashiers of national-bank deposi- 
tories, surgeons of the marine-hospital service, and officers of the rev- 
enue-marine and life-saving services, when ordering blank forms 
required for official use, will hereafter include in each requisition a six- 
months' supply. Bequisitions should be forwarded on the first of Janu- 
ary and July of each year. Supplemental requisitions will be avoided 
as feir as possible. 

Bequisitions for blanks must be made upon the prescribed forms, 
and informal requisitions will not be noticed. The articles requested 
must be fully described, the numbers running progressively, as in the 
catalogue. When a form cannot be located on the catalogue, or a 
doubt exists as to its number, a sample should be enclosed. Only the 
forms actually needed, and the probable quantity of each which will 
be required during the period covered by requisition, should be re- 
quested. 

Bequisitions must be properly briefed before transmittal, and letters 
of notification of transmission of blank forms, stationery, &c., must be 
signed, briefed, and promptly returned, as receipts, to the Department. 

Customs officers are specially instructed that requisitions for all 
forms contained in the catalogue, excepting those enumerated in the 
appendix thereto, should be made upon Form 831, and addressed to 
the Secretary of the Treasury. The forms contained in the appendix 
will be furnished upon application to the Bureaus of the Department 
having charge of them. (See Catalogue, pages 39, 42, 43, and 44.) 
10 
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When blank steamboat-inspection certificates (see Gatalogae, page 
34) are needed by officers of the customs, they will not be included in 
requisitions fbr customs forms, but should be ordered on separate 
requisitions. 

Naval officers, appraisers, and surveyors of the customs will make 
out and sign all requisitions for supplies of blank forms, stationery, 
<)ustom3 cigar -nstamps, and official postage stamps needed in their 
offices for official use, forwarding the same to the Department through 
the collectors of their respective ports, and not directly, as is now the 
practice at some of the ports. 

Chief officers of the customs of districts, will keep physicians in 
charge of marine patients supplied with the necessary blank forms, 
and physicians having such patients should always apply therefor to 
said officers. Promptness in forwarding supplies to physicians, when 
received from the Department, is particularly enjoined upon collectors. 
Surgeons of the marine-hospital service will transmit their requisitions 
for blank forms and stationery direct to the Department. * 

Eequisitions for blank forms, stationery, &c., needed by officers of 
the revenue marine will be made upon Form 18, and must be approved 
and forwarded by the collectors [or surveyors] of the ports at which 
the vessels are stationed. 

Blank requisitions will not be furnished to officers of the customs, 
assistant treasurers, or steamboat inspectors, upon which to order their 
supplies of stationery : but requisitions for such supplies must be made 
on the ordinary official paper furnished from the Department, and for 
a period of not less than six months, except in the case of steamboat 
inspectors, who will order annually; officers of the customs at Boston, 
Philadelphia, Baltimore, New Orleans, and San Francisco, who will 
order quarterly ; and officers of the customs at New York, who will 
order monthly. Ink and mucilage should be ordered when they can 
be forwarded without danger of freezing, and in quantities sufficient 
to last during the cold weather. All requisitions for stationery should 
bevmade at least one month before the articles called for are required 
for use, in order to give time for the printing of paper and envelopes. 
Articles of stationery should never be included in requisitions for 
blank^orms, nor should blank forms be ordered in stationery requi- 
sitions. 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 
Oppiobbs op the Customs and others. 
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(2211.) 

Trampartation of MerohaiMse vahieA at lets than ^lOO-^BeBtriothm 

cofkXTtiing, 

Tbeasuhy Dbpabtment, April 29, 1875. 

Sib : Beferring to your reports of the 16th and 24th instant, apoa 
the application of Mr. J. Ward Lydecker for permission to enter 
for transportation without appraisement, ander act of July 14, 1970, 
packages of merchandise valued at less than $100, when unaccom- 
panied by a certified invoice, I have to state that, on full consideratiou 
of the subject, the Department declines to make such modiflcatiou in 
existing regulations as would be necessary in order to allow trans-, 
Ix>rtation without appraisement, under the circumstances referred to. 
I am, veiy respectfully, 

B. H. BEISTOW, 

Secretary. 
CoLLECTOB OP CUSTOMS, New Tark. 



(2212.) 
Beshijment in Bond of Goods Transported to Port of Delivery not aUowfid. 

Tbbasuby Depabthbnt, April 30, 1875. 

Sm : In reply to your letter of the 27th instant, requesting per- 
mission to reship, in bond, from St. Louis to New York, two octaves 
of brandy which formed part of a shipment of four octaves sent in 
bond from New York to St. Louis in Ootober last, the request being 
based on fche ground that the consignee at St. Loufk^ has become bank- 
rupt and failed to pa^ your claim thereon, I have to state that the 
Department does not permit the reshipment of goods in bond from 
poits of delivery to which they have been sent ih bond from porta of 
entry — the shipment in bond to ports of delivery being only allowed 
for the purpose of withdrawal on payment of duty at such ports. I 
am, therefore, constrained to deny your request 

I am, ^ery respectfully, 

B. H. BBISTOW, 

Secretary. 

A. BiiUM, Jr.^ Esq., 49 Broadwayj New York. 
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(2213.) 
Stencilling Bamaged Oooda. 

Treasury Department, April 30, 1876. 

Sib : Thig Department has carefally considered the application of 
sundry importers for a rescission of the i-egulation adopted April 5, 
1872, (Synopsis, 1092,) requiring that "all goods entered in bond upon 
which damage allowance is made shall ha^e the word ^damaged' 
plainly stencilled thereon," &c. 

This rule was adopted only after an extended investigation of the 
subject by various officers of the Department, and with the general 
concurrence at that time of customs officers at the principal ports. 

Practice has shown that it operates advantageously to the Govern- 
ment. That it may to some extent affect injuriously the sale of goods 
in* bond thus marked appears to be true, but the only practical ques- 
tion which this Department is at liberty to consider, is whether this 
safeguard can be abandoned without detriment to the revenue. 

From the evidence before the Department, it seems that prior to 
the adoption of the rule it was practicable to withdraw damaged pack- 
ages for exportation, and sound packages for consumption, and obtain 
credit on the warehouse bond for withdrawals under each class of 
entries, at the risk to the Government of losing the amount of duties 
deducted by way of allowance for damage incurred on the voyage of 
importation, by having them practically credited on sound goods 
actually going into consumption. 

To guard agsCinst this risk, the rule in question was, after much 
deliberation, adopted, and has up to the present time, so far as the 
Department is informed, been strictly enforced. 

Sundry methods have recently been proposed, with, a view of aban- 
doning the rule in question without losing the protection which it 
affords. But these methods, although approved by some are very 
decidedly disapproved by others of the chief customs officers at the 
principal ports } and while the Department is not by any means to be 
understood as impugning the motives of importers, it cannot be ex- 
pected to rescind a rule originally adopted solely for the safety of the 
revenue without conclusive reasons for so doing. Such reasons are 
not, so far, apparent. 

The Department has, therefore, decided to adhere substantially to 
the regulation in question, but is, nevertheless, quite willing to adopt 
any reasonable modification of the rule which may meet the exigencies 
of the case. 
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It has been saggested that ^ach package on which a damage idlow- 
ance is made may be Btencilled with the actoal percentage of aUowance, 
as, for instance, ^< damaged ten per cent.," or whatever the percentage 
may be, according to the &ct, and that the character of the damage, 
whether relating to quantity only, or to quality, or to both, may be 
also indicated by the stencil marks. 

I will thank yon to obtain the views of importers chiefly concerned 
in the matter, and report thereon ; also, whether, in the jndgm^it of 
the appraiser* and of yooriself, there ore any substantial objectldiis to 
tMs course. 

I am,, very respectfully, 

B. H. BBISTOW, 

Seereiarg. 
GoLLBOTOR OF GysTOXS, ITew Yprk. 
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TO COLLECTORS OF CUSTOMS. 



Tbbasuby Dbpaetment, 

Washinffton, D. C, June 3, 1876. 
The following Decisions of the Department for the month of May, 
1875, npon the construction to be given to Acts of Congress relating 
to the Tariff, Navigation, and other subjects, are published here- 
with for the information and guidance of Officers of the Customs. 

B. H. BRI8TOW, 



(2214.) 

Penal Duty of 100 per cent an Omitted CommUaion Charges^ to he added 

to Invoice Value, 

Tbbasuby Department, May 3, 1876. 

Sir: I am in receipt of your letter of the 29th ult, reporting on the 
communication of Messrs. Barstow & Co., in regard to the addition of 
2^ per cent, commission to the invoice value of certain goods imported 
by them at your port, no commissions having been included in the in- 
voice or paid by the importers. 

Such addition, in view of the requirements of section 2907 Eevised 
Statutes of June 22, 1874, wm undoubtedly correct, but, in addition to 
the exaction of duty thereon, section 14 of the act of June 22, 1874, 
entitled "An act to amend the customs-revenue laws, and to repeal 
moieties," requires that a further addition of 100 per cent, of the price 
or amount so added shall be made, and constitute a part of the dutiable 
value of the merchandise. 

You will, therefore, be governed accordingly in this and similar 
cases hereafter arising. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BEISTOW, 

Secretary. 
CoiiLEOTOB OP Customs, Providence, B. I. 
11 
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(2216.) 
Barges — Doeume^fing of. 

Tbeasuby Depab1!!HBKT9 M<vy 3, 1875. 

Sm: I havereceiTed your letter of the 17th ultimo, stating that a 
barge building at Bangor, to be used upon the river only, is 140 feet 
long, 20 feet wide, 5 feet deep, of 50 tons bnrdeu, sharp at both ends, 
has one. deck proper, a hurricane deck, and no propelling power. 

In reply to your inquiry whether the vessel must be documented, 
ydu are informed that I perceive no good reason why she should not 
receive marine papers in the same manner as other vessels. 

Very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary, 
. OOLLEOTOB OP CUSTOMS, BangoT, Me. 



(2216.) 
Fees for Admeasuring Spanish Vessels. 

Treasury Department, May 4, 1876. 

Sir : I have received your letter of the 29th ultimo, transmitting an 
application by Bernardo/ Garan, master of the Spanish bark ^<Espe- 
ranza,''. for the repayment of certain fees alleged to have been errone- 
ously levied at your port for admeasuring that vessel. From your 
letter it appears that the " Bsperanza'^ entered your port on the 16th 
ultinvo, and that the master had no papers to show any previous ad- 
Ineasurement in the United States. Subsequently, however, he pro- 
duced a certificate, now before me, from the collector of customs at 
New Orleans, showing that the vessel was admeasured there on the 
6th of December, 1869. 

You are informed, in reply, that as the vessel was actually admeas- 
ured at your port because of the failure of the parties chiefly concerned 
to comply with the regulations in presenting proper proof of a former 
admeasurement, I peirceive no good reason why the fees in question 
should not be retained and disposed of according to the usual course 
of procedure. 

Yery respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 

CoLLBOTOR OP CUSTOMS, Savannah, Oa. 
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(2217.) 
Lumber y the Produce of Maine — Free Entry of. 

Tbeasxtbt Depabthbnt, May 4, 1875. 

SiE: I am in receipt of your letter of the 24th ult, inquiring whether 
free entry of lumber, the produce of the forests of Maine, can be 
allowed under the circumstances therein detailed^ 

It appears that the logs in question were originally owned by a 
British subject, having been cut by him from land in the State of 
Maine, of which he was at the time the owner, but that thereafter they 
became the property of an American citizen, not- having as yet, as it is 
understood, been shipped owt of the United States. 

Under these circumstances you inquire whether the lumber, manu- 
factured from such logs in New Brunswick, can be admitted to free 
entry, on being brought back to the United States, under section 
2508 Bevised Statutes, and the Regulations in pursuance thereof. 

In reply thereto I would state that, in the view of the Department, 
there is nothing in the law or the regulations issued thereunder, rela- 
tive to such free entries, which restricts this privilege to logs cut by 
American citizens on land owned by them. If the logs are owned by 
an American citizen at the time of their exportation from the United 
States for manufacture, it would seem that the requirements of the law 
an^ regulations as to ownership^are fully satisfied. 

You will please govern your action accordingly. 
I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BBISTOW, 

Secretary. 

COLLKGTOB OF CUSTOSfS, Eostport^ MoSS. 



. (2218.) 
Internal-Revenue Stamps cannot be Affixed prior to Importation^. 

Tbeasubt Department, May 4, 1875. 

Sik: This Department is in receipt of a communication from the 
United States consul at Quebec, Canada, dated the 16th ult, inquiring 
whether the internal-revenue stamps required to be affixed to imported 
matches can be so affixed prior to their importation into this country. 

With reference thereto I beg leave to state that section 3423 of the 
Bevised Statutes requires that where an internal-revenue stamp is 
affixed to a box, bottle, or package, it must .be «o done ^^ that in oxjcn- 
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ing tHe same, ok iisin^ the contents Miereof, the said stamp will be 
effectually destroyed." If sach stamps are affixed in the manner pre- 
scribed to boxes containing matches, prior to their importation, the 
examination required to be made of sach merchandise, on its being 
imported, for the purpose of determioing the duty, cannot be made 
without destroying the stamps and thereby defeating the intent of the 
internal-revenue law, that such stamps are not to 'i>e destroyed until 
the goods enter into consumption. 

In view of the premises this Department is of opinion that the 
privilege requested cannot be allowed under existing laws, and I wiU 
thank you to.inform said consul to that effect. 
I am, very respectfully, 

0. F. BUENAM, 

Asi^t Secretary. 
Hon. Hamilton Pish, Secretary of 5tote, 

Washingtany D. C. 



(2219.) 

Withdrawal in Bond of Materialu for Oonstmetion of Vessels — Yellow 

Sheathing Metal. 

Treasubt Depabtment, May 5, 1875. 

Sib: I enclose herewith for your information copy of a letter 
addressed, under date of the 27th ult., to Messrs. Grinnell, Mintum & 
Go., in answer to an inquiry whether the tariff act of February 8, 1875, 
section 5, was intended to ^supersede, or change in any manner, the 
operation of the act of June' 6, 1872, section 10, which provided for the 
withdrawal in bond, witVont payment of duties, of certain imported 
materials to be used in, the construction and equipment of certain 



At the time this letter was written, the attention of the Department 
^as not drawn to the fact that, on the 9th of March last, you were in- 
structed (by telegram) to the effect that on the *^ yellow sheathing 
metal and yellow-metal bolts" mentioned in section 5 of said act of 
February 8, the duties must first be paid in order to allow drawback of 
su:ch duties on such metal and bolts when used in the construction, 
equipment, or repair of vessels, &c. 

It now appears that Messrs. Grinnell, Mintum & Co. propose to 
withdraw, in bond, certain metal and bolts of the kind and for the uses 
described in the sections respectively above cited, but that you deem 
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the inBtractfoDs of March 9 as operating to prevent such withdrawal, 
and as requiring, absolately, the payment of the duties before the 
privileges of the act can be availed of. 

The Department, while conceding that, under the circumstances, 
your view as to the effect of said instructions — ^the same not having 
been heretofore rescinded— is correct, is nevertheless of opinion that 
such view of the law is unnecessarily strict, and that, with reference to 
the articles of yellow sheathing metal and yellow-metal bolts, when 
used for the purposes-specified, the acts of June 6, 1872, and Felfmuiry. 
8, 1875, are to be construed in pari materia^ and that the lattef act 
simply extends to said ^ticles, after fixing the rate of duty thereon aa 
manufactures of copper, the same privileges which were accorded upon 
the use, in the same manner, of other materials for like purposes, in 
i^d by the former act ; in other words, that the articles specified by 
section 5 of the act of 1875 are intended to be placed on the same 
footing as those specified in section 10 of the act of 1872, when actually 
used for the same purposes, the result, with reference to the payment 
of duties on articles so used, being in each case precisely the same. 

You will, therefore, regard the said instructions of March 9, so far 
as they conflict with the views herein expressed, as overruled, and 
your action in the premises will be governed accordingly. 
Lam, very respectfully, 

OHAS. F. OONANT, 

Acting Secretary. 

OOLLEOTOE OP CvsTOM&jNew YorJc. 



(2220.) 
Oerman Sausages — OlasHftoation of, 

Tbbasuby Dbpautmbnt, May 6, 1875. 

Sib: The Department is in receipt of a letter from the United States 
Attorney General, dated the 28th ult., in which he expresses the opinion 
that there is no ground for bringing the case of W. B. Hartwig vs. 0. 
A. Arthur, collector, lately tried at your port, to the Supreme Court, 
and recommends that this Department acquiesce in the decision, which 
was in favor of the plaintiff, and which held that German sausages 
were exempt from duty under the special provision for *< Bologna 
sausages " contained in section 5 of the act of June 6, 1872, since re- 
enacted in section 2505 of the Bevised Statutes. 
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The Department, therefore, acquiesces in the decision of the court 
so rendered, and directs you, upon the plaintiff . duly satisfying, of 
record, the judgment in the ca«e, to prepare and forward a certified 

statement for the payment of the same. 

• '• • • • • • 

I am, very respectfully, 

OHAS. F. OONANT, 

Acting 8eeret^wy. 
OOLLBOTOB OP CUSTOMS, New Yoflc. 



(2221,) 
Hailing Port of a Vessel, 

Tbeasubt Department, May 5, 1875. 

Sib : I have received your letter of the 6th ultimo, stating the fol- 
lowing case r 

The bark ^^ A. P. Nichols," of Eacine, Wisconsin, was enrolled at 
Milwaukee, March 30, 1871, with ownership as mentioned below: 
A. P. Dutton, of Bacine, Wis., one-eighth ) L. J. Dutton, of Memphis, 
Mich., three-eighths 5 T. Tostensen, of Manitowoc, Wis., one-half. 

A. P. Dutton is mentioned in the enrolment as husband. No 
change of ownership has taken place since the last enrolment. Mr. 
Tostensen, who is tlj^e master, now desires to surrender the enrolment 
and receive a new one, in which his name shall appear as managing 
owner, and Manitowoc the port of hail. Mr. A. P. Dutton objects to 
the change, and has notified you in writing to that effect. 

In reply to your request for instructions as to the coui-se to be pur- 
sued, you are informed that the regular appointment of the gentleman 
last named as general agent for the other owners is to be inferred from 
the fact that he has heretofore exercised powers as such agent, and 
that, therefore, no good reason exists why any. of the changes proposed 
should take place until satisfactory evidence shall be presented that 
the owners of a majority of the shares consent thereto. 

Very respectfully, 

CHAS. F. CONANT, 

Acting Secretary. 
OOLLEOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Milwaukee^ Wis. 
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(2222.) 
Tobdoco Scraps — ClasHfioaiion of. 

Tbeasubt Dbpabtment, May 6, 1876. 

Sib : I am in receipt of yotir comtnunicatioD of the 3d alt., addressed 
to the CommissioQer of Castoms, and by him referred to the Depart- 
ment, in relation to the proper dutiable classification of tobacco scraps. 

For reply I have to state that on the 21st of May, 1870, the Depart- 
ment decided, in a letter addressed to the collector of customs at Phila- 
delphia, that the article in question was subject to duty at the rate of 
dO per cent, ad valorem under the provision of the tarift* for unman- 
ufactured tobacco. 

After a careful review of this question, in connection with your com- 
munication, I have to state that the Department sees no reason for 

modifying its former ruling in the premises. 

• • . • . • * • ' * 

I am, very respectfully, 

CHAS. F. CONANT, 

Acting tkcretary. 
Mr. K W. Bingham, 

'Special Agent, Ouetwn-Mouee, Boston, Mass. 



(2223.) 

Payment of Hospital Dues n condition precedent to the Entry or Docu- 
menting of Vessels of, the United States. 

Dbpabtment of Justice, 
Office of the Solicitor of the Treasury, 

Washington, D. C, May 6, 1875; 

SiB: I have the honor to return herewith the papers referred tb this 
office on the 28th ultimo, relating to the collection of marine-hospital 
dues, amounting to $15 60, at the port of Chicago, Illinois, from the 
master or owner of a vessel of the United States, known as the schooner 
"Jason Parker.'' 

It is alleged by Mr. Hanson, the owner of this vessel, in his applica- 
tion for a return of the hospital tax so paid, that he purchased the 
schooner of B. H. Campbell, United States marshal, at a marshal's sale, 
and paid therefor the sum of $2,025, on the 22d of January last ; that 
he received from said marshal a bill of sale, with the express under- 
standing that the amount so paid cleared the vessel of all previous in- 
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debtedness, and that the bill of sale was a gaaraiitee to that effect; 
that, after receiving said bill, he made application to the collector of 
customs at Chicago for new marine papers under said bill of sale, and 
was informed that before a new license and enrolment could be issued, 
the hospital dues for the season of 1874 would have to be paid; that, 
being desirous of sailing with his vessel at once, he paid the amount 
required under protest; that, after paying the dues as required, he went 
to the clerk of the United States court to ascertain if there were any funds 
arising from the proceeds of the sale of the vessel which could be applied 
to the payment of the hospital dues, but found that all such funds had 
been disposed of to parties who had filed their claims in accordance 
with the notice given by the marshal prior to the sale. Mr. Hanson 
claims that the collector of customs had no right to interpose a claim 
for hospital dues after the sale, as he did not comply with the notice 
of the marshal, wh^-ch required that all claims must be presented to the 
United States court prior to the day set for the sale of the vessel, and 
for this reason he asks that the Secretary of the Treasury order the 
collector at Chicago to return to him the said sum of $15 60. 

My opinion is a«ked whether this request should be granted. 

I have to say, in reply, that the tax in question was legally collected, 
arid should be retained by the United States if the same accrued while 
the vessel was entitled to the benefits and privileges appertaining to 
a documented vessel. 

The statute makes the payment of^this tax a condition precedent to 
the entry or documenting of all vessels of the United States. Section 
4587 (Revised Statutes) directs that collectors shall not issue docu- 
ments to vessels unless the masters or owners have rendered a true 
account of the hospital tax for which they have become liable. 

Therefore, if the present owner of this vessel had refused to pay 
the hospital tax referred to, the collector could not have issued the 
documents now held by the vessel. Mr. Hanson was not required, 
under the statutes, to take out marine papers for this vessel, and thus 
make it a vessel of the United States ; but, before he could do this, 
the law requires that the hospital tax, if any was due by reason of the 
past services of the vessel, shall be paid to the collector. 
Very respectfully, 

BLUFORD WILSON, 
Solicitor of the Treasury, 

Hon. B. H. Bbistow, 

Secretary of the Treasury, 
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(2224.) 
Certain Vessels not to be Documented. 

Teeasuby Department, May 6, 1875. 

Sib : I bave received your letter of the 3d instant, stating that a 
number of small vessels in your bay carry fish to market from your 
port to New York and other places ; that the vessels are under five 
tons, new measurement; are decked; and sometimes carry freight other 
than fish. 

To your question whether marine documents should issue to these 
vessels, I reply in the negative. 

Very respectfully, 

CHAS. F. COKANT, 

Acting Secretary, 
SuBVBYOB OF CUSTOMS, Fatchogm^ N. T. 



(2225.) 
Japanese Wax — Classification of, 

Treasury Department, May 7, 1875. 

Sir : In the case of C. F. & G. G. Lennig vs. Chester A. Arthur, 
collector, lately tried at your port, which resulted in a verdict for the 
plaintiffs, thus sustaining the position taken by them, that certain 
Japanese wax is exempt from duty under the provisions for << wax * 
* * Chinese," contained in the fifth section of the act of June 6, 
1872, (section 2505 of the Revised Statutes,) the Department is in re- 
ceipt of a letter from the United States Attorney General, dated the 
28th inst., in which he is of the opinion that as the wax in question 
was proven, on the trial, to be identical with the so-called Chinese wax 
of cotnmerce, and as there is no grof/nd for a^ writ of error, that such 
decision of the court should be acquiesced in. 

The opinion of the United States attorney, who tried the case, dated 
February 8, 1875, is to the same etfect. 

The Department, therefore, acquiesces in such decision^ and upon 
the plaintiffs duly satisfying the judgment as of record, you are hereby 
authorized to forward a certified statement for the payment thereof. 
I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BEISTOW, 

Secretary. 

OoLLECTOR OF CUSTOMS, New York. 
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* (2226.) 

Ihessed Syeamore Limber — Iha/y on. 

Tbbasubt Dbpabtmsnt, MayUy 1875. 

SiB: I am in receipt of joar communicatiou of the 26th of December 
last, addressed to Mr. J. F. Meredith, United States geaeral appraiser 
at Baltimore, and by him referred to the Department, in which yon 
inquire as to the proper rate of duty on sycamore lumber when dressed 
to half and three quarters of an inch in thickness ; also on the same 
lumber when cut in short lengths, and packed in shooks for tobacco 
boxes. 

In reference to the first point of inquiry I have to state, that if the 
term " dressed,'^ employed by you, is intended to be confined in this 
application to the mere sawing of the lumber, the duty on such syca- 
more lumber would be at the rate of one dollar per thousand feet of 
boards, one inch in thickness, the Department having held that the term 
"board measure '^ employed in the statute is synonymous with "inch 
measure," the effect of which is, that where lumber is either under or 
over one inch in thickness, it should be reduced to inch measure for 
the purpose of determining the number of feet liable to duty. (See 
Synopsis of Decisions 1770.) 

In reply to your other inquiry as to the rate of duty on such lumber, 
when cut in short lengths and packed in shooks for tobacco boxes, I 
would state, that while the decisions of the Department under the 20th 
section of the act of March 2, 1861, classified such shooks, which are 
understood to be tongued and grooved, as manufactures of wood, the 
provisions of the aet of June 6, 1872, (reproduced in the Revised 
Statutes,) for " sugar-box shooks and packing boxes of wood," should, 
in view of the rule of assimilation laid down in seetiou 2499 of the Re- 
vised Statutes, apply to the description of shooks in question. 

You will govern your action in accordance with the -views above 

expressed. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 
OoLLBCTOB OP CUSTOMS, Rtohmond^ Ya. 



(2227.) 
Seed Wheat^ClasHfication of. 

Tbbasuby Dbpabtmbnt, May 7, 1876. 
Sib : I am in receipt of your communication of the 24th of December 
last, addressed to Mr. J. F. Meredith, United States general appraiser 
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at Baltimore, and by him referred to the Department, in which inquiry 
is made as to the proper rat# of duty on <* seed wheat." 

In reply I would state that, << wheat" being specially provided for 
by name in the tariff, such provision is held by the Department to in- 
clude all descilptiops of the article, irrespective of the uses for which 
the same may be intended. The case is precisely analagous to that 
relating to potatoes decided by Department letter of March 28, 1874, 
addressed to the collector of customs at Buffalo. (Synopsis 1803.) 

Department's decision of November 26, 1872, (Synopsis 1308,) classi- 
fying "seed peas" as dutiable at 20 per cent ad valorem, rests upon 
different grounds, there being no special enumeration of peas in the 
tariff. 

I am, very resi>ectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Seereiary. 
OoLLEGTOB OF CusTOiM, PoH J7Kron, Mxch. 



(2228.) 

Goods for Oewtennial JExhibition — Comndar Fees for Verification of 

Invoices. 

Tbeasust Depabtmbnt, May 7, 1875. 

Snt: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 8th ultimo, transmitting despatch 120, from the United States con- 
sul at Ohristiania, in which inquiry is made whether consular officers 
shall charge the usral fee for the verification of invoices of goods 
destined for the Centennial Exhibition. 

In reply thereto I beg leave to state that, iit the view of the Depart- 
ment, based upon the opinion of the Solicitor of the Treasury, there 
is no authority of law for dispensing with such fee. 

In reply to your inquiry as 'to tiie proposed form of invoice for such 
goods, I have the honor to state that no particular form has been pre- 
scribed, the only regulations on the subject being those embraced in 
Department's circular of October 3, 1874, a copy of which is herewith 
enclosed.* 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 

Hon. Hamilton Fish, Secretary of State. 

*See Synopsis 2192. 
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(2229.) 
Effervescing Wines in Warehouse — No Allowance for Breakage; 

Tbsasuby Dbpabtme]S[T, May 7, 1876. 

Sib: Your letter of the 27th ultimo is received, in which refloreuce 
is made to a letter received by you from the SHrst Auditbr of the 
Treasury, relative to allowances made iu your warehouse and bond 
account for February last, of five per cent, in lieu of breakage, under 
the act of February ^, 1876, on champagne imported prior to that date, 
but withdrawn from warehouse subsequent thereto. 

Decision 2116, of February 18, 1875, to which you refer, decides the 
point involved, and holds that effervescing wine, imported prior to the 
passage of said act, is not entitled to the allowance of five per cent, 
mentioned. 

In support of this view of the law, it is to be observed that the 
allowance of five per cent, provided for by section 2 of said act applies 
as well to ^< liquors, cordials, and distilled spirits in bottles,'? as to effer- 
vescing wines, while the provisions of section 3 apply only to certain 
imported wines, viz: still wines; and the operation of that section is 
simply to make the same rate of duty attach to such wines, imported 
prior to the passage of the act, but remaining in public store or in 
bond, as if they had been imported subsequently thereto. This is the 
plain signification of the words "subject to no other duty," such words 
referring not to the amount, but to the rate of duty. 

Under no construction of the law could the allowance of five per 
cent, be made on liquors, cordials, and distilled spirits, in warehouse on 
February 8, and to allow it on effervescing wines would be to create a 
discrimination in favor of euch wines, as against liquors, cordials, and 
distilled spirits, for which no authority is found in the- law. 

The conclusion stated in Department's decision 2116 is therefore 
afBrmed. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BBISTOW, 

GoLLBGTOB OF GusTOHs, 2(0w Orleans^ La. 
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(2230.) 
Funeral Palls classed as Regalia. 

Treasury Department, May 10, 1875. 

Sir: I am ia receipt of your letter of the 5th iostapt, reporting on 
the application of Bev. Theo. A. Eaton for the free entry, as regalia, 
of two funeral palls, imported by him per " Baltic," March 12, 1876, 
for the use of St. Clement's Church, New York, and St. Mary's Free 
Church, South Portsmouth, Ehode Island. 

The said palls being intended for use in the performance of funeral 
ceremonies in the churches for which they are imported, the Depart- 
ment is of the opinion that they may properly be admitted to free 
entry as <' regalia," and you are therefore authorized to reliquidate the 
entry accordingly, and to take the usual steps for refunding the duties 
exacted thereon. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 

Collector op Customs, New Yarlc. 



(2231.) 

Drawhaek on Sugars — Percentage to be retained for the use of United 

States. 

Treasury Department, May 10, 1875. 

Sir: The Attorney General having given it as his opinion that the 
second proviso of the 3d section of the ''act to further protect the 
sinking fund and provide for the exigencies of the Government," 
approved March 3, 1875, applies to all refined sugars made from im- 
I>ortiBd sugars, without reference to the act itself, you are hereby 
directed to retain, for the use of the United States, only one per centum 
on the amount of all drawbacks allowed, under section 3019 of the 
Bevised Statutes, on refined sugars exported on and after March 3, 
1875. 

Very respectfully, 

B. H. BEISTOW, 

Secretary. 
Collector op Customs, New York 
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(2232.) 

Paintings imported for Religious Societies Dutiable. 

T^ASUBY Department, May 10, 1876. 

SiE: Your letter of the 8th of February last was duly received, 
eDclosing.a report from the appraiser at your port on the appeal, 3464o, 
of Rev. R. E. Terry from your assessment of duty at 40 per centum ad 
valorem, on one case of paintings, on glass, imported for the use of St. 
Mark's Church, Philadelphia. 

The question presented by this appeal arises under the Revised 
Statutes, and involves the right of religious societies to any spex^ial 
privileges in the importation of paintings, whether on glass or other- 
wise. Under the act of March 2, 1861, paintings imported for the use 
or by the order of religious societies were entitled to admission free of 
duty. The same act imposed a duty of 30 per centum on articles of 
glass painted. Under this act the Department ruled that paintings on 
glass, imjwrted for the use of religious societies, were free of duty. 

The provision for free entry of paintings for religious societies re- 
, mained in force until the passage of the Revised Statutes, all subse^ 
quent acts omitting any reference to paintings imported for religious 
societies. 

In the condensation of the various laws made by the Revised Stat- 
utes, paintings are omitted from the list of articles which may be im- 
ported for religious societies free of duty, the only articles which such 
societies are entitled to import free being books, maps and charts, 
regalia, gems, statues, and specimens of sculpture. Schedule B of the 
Revised Statutes provides that paintings on glass shall pay a duty of 
40 per centum, and Schedule M requires that "paintings not otherwise 
provided for" shall be subject to a duty of 10 per centum ad valorem. 
Upon this state of the law, the Department decided, July 28, 1874, as 
per Synopsis of Decisions 1886, that paintings imported for religious 
societies are no longer free of duty. Uuder date of November 11, 1874, 
the Department further decided that paintings on glass imported for 
use of churches were to be admitted at a duty of 10 per centum ad 
valorem, if attaining the rank of works of art. 

Upon a review of the subject, it is found that the 10 per centum 
duty on paintings applies only to paintings n«ot otherwise provided for, 
and that no meiition is made in conuection therewith of works of art. 

The Department therefore holds, as a matter of law, that, as paint- 
ings on glass are "otherwise provided for," they are excluded from the 
duty of 10 per centum, irrespective of their artistic merit, and no 
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special privilege being given bylaw to religious societies in the impor- 
tation of paintings, it follows that paintings on glass, imported for 
such societies, are dutiable at 40 per centum ad valorem. 

This being the rate of duty assessed by you in the case under con- 
sideration, your assessment of duty is hereby aiSBirmed. 
I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BEISTOW, 



OoLLECTOB OF CUSTOMS, Philadelphia. 



Secretary, 



(2233.) 
Cutlery — Commission on. 

Tbeasuey Department, May 11, 1875. 

Srn: Your letter of the 6th ultimo, is received, transmitting the 
appeal, (1630<Z,) dated March 11, 1875, of Moritz & Keidel, from your 
decision requiring them to add a commission of 5 per cent, on their 
entry of certain cutlery^ imported per '* Hibernian,'' February 27, 1875, 
which they allege they purchased from the manufacturers at Sheffield 
without the payment of any commission whatever. 

You base your action on Department's decision of March 31, 1869, 
(Synopsis 369,) which prescribes that, it being understood that the 
"usual rate" of commission on cutlery imported from Sheffield is not 
less than 5 per centum, such rate should be added on the entries of 
such goods. 

While admitting that such decision affords good ground for your 
action, the Department would inform you that the same was modified^ 
and explained by a subsequent letter to the collector at New York, 
dated October 19, 1872, a copy of which is herewith enclosed, which, 
it will be seen, states that the Department did not intend, by that 
decision, to arbitrarily hold that the commission upon all cutlery from 
Sheffield was 5 per centum, but simply to publish, for the information 
of customs officers, what the usual rate of commission at that time was 
on such cutlery, and that the Department had then (when the last 
decision was written) information that, where cutlery was purchased 
directly from the manufacturer, no commission was charged, and, when 
purchased through factors, a commission of 2J per centum only; the 
cases where a higher commission was charged being those where cut- 
lery was promiscuously assembled and purchased from various manu- 
factures, by factors, and shipped by them to this country, when it was 
from 5 to 7^ per centum. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



164 

Under these circumstaDces the commission to be added to invoices 
of cutlery is the rate actually i)aid, when it is 2J per centum or over, 
or if no commission, or a less rate than 2^ per centum is paid, at the 
rate of 2^ i)er centum in accordance with section 2907 of the Revised 
Statutes, which provides for the addition of "commission at the usual 
rates, but in no case less than 2^ per centum." 

If, therefore, you are satisfied that no commission was charged 
on the goods in question, the Department decides that 2J per centum 
was the proper rate to be added, and that the entry should be adjusted 
accordingly. 

This decision will also extend to the appeals, (1686 c?, 1687 <?, and 
1690 d,) dated 8th and 10th ultimo, of the same parties, transmitted 
with your letters of the 12th ultimo, on entries per "Braunschweig,'' 
April 9^ and "Leipsig," March 23, 1875. 

In this connection you are referred to section 14 of the act of June 

22, 1874, (which imposes additional duties and penalties where the 

proper charges and commissions are not added by importers to their 

invoices of imiwrted merchandise,) and directed, in all cases, to strictly 

enforce the provisions thereof. 

I am, very respectfull3', 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 
OOLLEOTOB OP CUSTOMS, Baltimore^ Md. 



(2234.) 
Bay Water — Duty an. 

~ Tbbasuby Depabtment, May 11, 1875. 

Sib: Tour letter of the 23d ultimo is received, reporting upon the 
application of Carroll Lynch & Co., in relation to the proper rate of 
duty on -certain bay water imported per "Merrimac'' in January, 1874. 

It appears that, in liquidating the entry, you subjected the bay water 
to a duty of $2 per gallon, under the provision in Schedule D of the 
Revised Statutes for "compounds or preparations of which distilled 
spirits is a component of chief value,'^ which action is held by the im- 
porters to be erroneous, as they claim the article was originally assessed, 
and is only dutiable, at the rate of one dollar per gallon under the 
special provision in Schedule M for " bay rum or bay water whether 
distilled or compounded : one dollar per gallon for first proof, and in 
proportion for any greater strength than first proof." 

The appraiser, in his special report transmitted by you, sustains the 
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position taken by the importers, holding that the provision in Schedule 
D, above noted, has no reference to the articles in question, for the 
reason that it is specially provided for at another rate. 

Upon due consideration of the matter, the Department is of opinion 
that, owing to the full and comprehensive provision for bay rum or bay 
water, which embraces the same whether " distilled or compounded,'' 
it is liable to the duties specially provided for it, and, therefore, if it 
is first proof or under that, the entry should be reliquidated at the 
rate of one dollar per gallon as originally assessed. 

In this connection it may be remarked that, at the time of Depart- 
ment's decision (May 9, 1868) on "bay rum 54 degrees in strength," the 
law imposing duty thereon warranted the Department in imposing the 
distiiled-spirits' duty on such goods, which is not the case at present. 
I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BEISTOW, 

Secretary. 
CoLLBCTOE OF CUSTOMS, New York. 



(2235.) 
Oum Ammoniac — Classification of. 

Treasury Department, May 12, 1875. 

Sir: Referring to your report of the 5th instant, and the reports of 
the appraiser at your port accompanying the same, relative to the 
proper classification of " gum ammoniac" for duty, I have to state that, 
after having fully considered the subject, the Department is of opinion 
that the article in question, being a resinous gum, should be classified 
for duty under the provision of Schedule M, Title 33, Eevised Statutes, 
for *' resins, gum, not otherwise provided for, and resins, twenty per 
cent, ad valorem." 

The provision in the free list for "all gums not otherwise provided 
for" does not embrace any resinous gums, all of which are either spe- 
cifically enumerated or provided for under the general clause of the 
tariff above cited. 
You will please govern your action accordingly. 
I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BEISTOW, 

Secretary. 
Collector op Customs, New Torh. 
12 
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(2236.) 

Ooods the product of Cowntry East of Cape of Good Hope^ imported^ ex- 
ported^ and reimported from Country West of said Cape, liable to dis- 
criminating duty, 

Teeasuby Depabtment, May 13, 1876. 

SiE : Your letter of the 13th instant is received, in which you ask if 
certain cloves, the product of a country east of the Cape of Gk>od Hope, 
which had been first imported at Boston, then exported to Porto Bico, 
and now reimported into your port, are liable to the discriminating 
duty of 10 per centum ad valorem, under section 2501 of the Eevised 
Statutes. 

A case similar to this was decided by the Department on January 
27, 1871, (not published,) when it was held that the second arrival of 
the goods was in the nature of a new importation, and therefore, the 
goods, being the product of a country east of the Gape of Good Hope, 
imported from a place west of such Gape, were liable to the said dis- 
criminating duty. 

Upon reconsideration, the Department sees no reason to change 
such decision, and therefore you are directed to impose the discrimi- 
nating duty on the goods in question. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary, 
GoLLECTOB OF GuSTOMS, Baltimore, Md, 



(2237.) 
Books — Relative to Dutiable Value of. 

Treasury Department, May 14, 1875. 

Sir: Your letter of the 6th instant is received, further relating to 
certain atlases, imported by you, from Ganada, at St. Albans, which, 
by reason of being undervalued in the invoice and entry, were assessed 
with additional and penal duty. 

In reply I would state that the question as to the dutiable values of 
imported merchandise is left by law to the appraiser, whose decision, 
when not appealed from to reappraisers, is final and conclusive, and 
that, as you were informed on the 4th instant, the Department can 
afford you no relief in the premises. 

The fact that the books were invoiced at their actual cost to you for 
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paper, prtntiug, and binding cannot afiect the question of the dutiable 
value thereof, for while goods acquired by purchase are required to 
be invoiced at the price actually paid, the invoice value does not 
necessarily form the proper basis for assessment of duty, the law re- 
quiring duty to be assessed upon the actual market value or wholesale 
price of the merchandise at the period of exportation in the principal 
markets of the country from whence exported to the United States. 
Where the invoice price is below such value, the importer has the 
privilege, at the time of entry and not afterwards, of making such 
addition to the invoice price as will bring it up to the proper amount, 
and if such addition is not made by him, it' becqmes the duty of the 
appraiser to advance the invoice, to make what, in his judgment, ^'s the 
true dutiable value. Such action of the appraiser unappealed from, 
carries with it the imi>osition of whatever additional duties thereby 
accrue. 

The Department is not prepared to advise you as to the course to be 
pursued in case you refuse to pay the duties assessed on the articles 

in question. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 
H. F. WALLiNa, Esq., Boston; Mass. . 



(2238.) 
Cans, made of Imported Zinc, entitled to Drawback Duty on Uayportation, 

Treasury Department, May 14, 1875. 

Sir: The questions presented in your letter of the 5th inst., trans- 
mitting an application of A. Crawford & Co., for drawback on certain 
cans made of imported zinc, have been duly considered. 

As to the first question submitted — whether cans made from imported 
zinc are entitled to drawback, when exported filled with crackers and 
packed in wooden boxes — ^it appears from your statement that the ex. 
portation of these zinc boxes is in all respects similar to that of tin 
cans, (filled with petroleum,) on which drawback is allowed under sec- 
tion 4 of the act of August 5, 1861, (Revised Statutes, sec. 8019.) The 
Department is therefore of opinion that the boxes in question are enti- 
tled to drawback under said law, and you are hereby authorized to 
allow the exporters a drawback equal to the duties paid on the zinc 
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used in the manufacture of the exported boxes, less the legal retention 
of 10 per centum. 

As to the second and third questions — whether you are to be gov- 
erned, in the allowance of drawback on exportations of imported mer- 
chandise, by the provision of section 3016 of the Revised Statutes, 
fixing the minimum amount of duties returnable by way of drawback 
on such exportations at $50, and, if so, whether the same limitation 
should govern in cases of drawback allowed under section 3019 — ^by 
reference to the sections of the Revised Statutes cited, and the acts on 
which the sections are based, it appears that the provision of the act 
of March 2, 1799, fixing said minimum^ which was, in the practice of 
many years, considered as repealed by implication, since the passage 
of various later acts concerning drawbacks, is revived by section 3016 
of the Revised Statutes, and must, of course, govern in cases of draw- 
back on " exportations of imported merchandise '' therein mentioned, 
but does certainly not affect drawbacks allowed under section 3019, 
based on the act of August 5, 1861, providing for drawback on expor- 
tations of " articles manufactured of imported materials,'' and contain- 
ing no reference to the act of 1799. 

The papers submitted with your letter are herewith returned, as re- 
quested. 

Very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 

COLLEOTOE OF CUSTOMS, 8an Francisco. 



(2239.) 
Consignees can take Oath and make Entry of Immigrants Effects. 

Treasury Department, May 14, 1876. 

Gentlemen : I am in receipt of your letter of the 8th instant, asking 
whether you can legally take the required oath and make entry of the 
household effects of immigrants from Canada, when the same are con- 
signed to you as agents for the owners, or if it is absolutely necessary 
for the owners to go to the custom-house and make the entry. 

In reply, I would inform you that the Department sees no objection 
to your making the entry in cases where the goods are properly con- 
signed to you, on giving bond for the productioh of the owner's oath, 
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for the free entry of household and personal effects, which oath, neces- 
sarily, can be subscribed by no person except the owner of the goods. 
The owner's oath may be taken before any officer duly authorized to 
administer oaths, if there is no collector of customs at the place where 
such oath is taken. 

I am, very respectfully, 

C. F. BURNAM, 
Assistant Secretary, 
Messrs. F. W. Myebs & Co., Bou8€^» Paint, N. ¥. 



(2240.) 
Cow and Calf-hair Good^r^Classifieatian. 

Treasury Department, May 14, 1875. 

Sir: This Department is in receipt of sundry applications from 
Messrs. M. Arnold & Eothfeld and others, importers of the class of 
merchandise known as cow and calf-hair goods, for a speedy disposition 
of the question of the proper rate of duty thereon. 

The request is based upon the ground that the delay which has 
already occurred has been injurious to the importers, and that a further 
continuance thereof will subject them to positive loss. 

The Department appreciates the necessity of prompt action upon 
questions of this character, so far as such action may be consistent 
with a thorough consideration thereof. 

The results of investigations heretofore mside, both here and else- 
where, tend to show that, in some of the importations referred to, the 
presence of wool, as a component material, is an established fact, while 
in others it would seem that the entire absence of that material is 
equally well established. They also indicate a strong probability that 
no general rule can safely be laid down for the classification of the 
goods in question, either as manufactures in part of wool or as manu- 
factures containing no wool. That question must be treated wholly as 
one of fact, to be determined by the appraisers, upon actual examina- 
tion, and either with or without the aid of a scientific analysis in each 
case. 

With a view, therefore, of expediting the final disposition of all im- 
portations at the port of New York, of the character referred to, now 
awaiting the action of this Department, and referring to instructions 
of the 16th and 29th ultimo concerning like importations by Messrs. 
Pendle & Woodhams and others, you will request the appraiser at your 
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port to take immediate steps for ascertaining the trae character of the 
merchandise embraced in the several importations not specially in. 
cluhed in previous instructions. 

With regj^rd to such remaining importations ? the following general 
principles are suggested for the guidance of the appraiser, whose duty 
it is, primarily, under the law, to ascertain and fix the classification of 
imported merchandise : 

If the experience already had and the light obtained from recent 
investigation by scientists at New York are, in the judgment of the 
appraisers, as experts, sufficient to enable them to determine, beyond 
reasoi^able doubt, the true character of the article or articles embraced 
in each of the several importations referred to, they will proceed to 
make such determination, and report the result, with samples, to this 
Department. 

If, on the other hand, there should be in any instance reasonable 
grounds for doubt, the appraiser will, in every such case, submit 
samples to Messrs. Torrey & Eaton for such examination as may be 
necessary to determine, so far as practicable, the fetct whether wool is 
or is not a component material of the samples submitted, and if it be, 
the percentage thereof— the result of such examination, with the sam 
pies, to be also transmitted to this Department. 

It is desired that the foregoing instructions be carried into effi&ct with 

the jeast possible delay. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRI8TOW, 

Secretary. 
Collector of Customs, New York. 



(2241.) 
Transportation of Petroleum on Steam- Vessels. 

Treastjby Department, May 15, 1876. 

Gentlemen:* I am in receipt of your letter of the 11th instant, 
requesting instructions relative to the transportation of carbon oil on 
the passenger steamers of yomr line, and asking if a permit can be 
given you to carry the same on said steamers. 

In reply, you are informed that no authority is vested in this Depart- 
ment to issue permits for the transportation of refined petroleum on 
passenger steamers. But under Kule 29, Jtules and Eegulations pre- 
scribed by the Board of Supervising Inspectors, the local inspectors 
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mi«y issue a certificate designating the place or places in such steamers 

in which the same may be carried or stowed upon routes where there is 

no other practical mode of transporting it. 

You are therefore referred to the local inspectors at Cleveland for 

further information. 

Very respectfully, 

OHAS. F. CONANT, 

Acting Secretary. 
Messrs. F. G. McDowell & Co., 

Olevelandj Ohio, 



(2242.) 

Designation of Ports for Entry of Goods in Transit through the United 

States. 

Teeasuby Depabtment, May 15, 1875. 

Sm : Upon the application of sundry business men at Detroit, and 
the recommendation of the collector of that port, the Secretary of the 
Treasury, by virtue of the power conferred by section 5, act of July 28, 
1866, (Eevised Statutes, sec. 3005,) hereby directs that the ports of Port 
Huron and Detroit, in the State of Michigan, and Duluth, in the State 
of Minnesota, shall be, and the same are hereby, designated as ports at 
which combined entries for transportation and exportation may be 
made of goods arriving at those ports, and destined for Victoria, Yan- 
couver's Island, via San Francisco, under the forms and conditions 
specified in Chapter V of the Customs Kegulations of 1874, with this 
modification, however, that in connection with such entries,* such 
examination and appraisement of all packages of goods, so shipped, 
shall be had as will insure an accurate identification of their contents, 
and afford a proper basis for fixing the penalties of the transportation 
and export bonds. 

The.se precautions are deemed necessary on account of the impracti- 
cability of transporting such goods from either of the above-named 
ports of departure to San Francisco, in sealed cars, without removing 
seals and breaking bulk. 

Collectors at the above-named ports will therefore be governed 
accordingly. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BEISTOW, 

Secretary, 

CoLLBCTOB OF Customs, Detroit^ Mich. 
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(2243.) 

Insiructuma mth reference to Goods Shipped via two or more Bonded 
Boutes through the United States, 

Tbeasuby Depabtment, May 17, 1876. 

Sm : I transmit herewith a communication from Messrs. I. G. Baker 
& Co., dated the 14th inst., in which they request to be allowed to make 
combined entry for transportation and exportation over bonded routes 
to Chicago, and thence by the bonded route of T. G. Power & Bro. to 
Fort Macleod, British North America, by way of St. Paul, Minnesota, 
Bismarck, Dakota Territory, and Fort Benton, Montana Territory. 

In view of the great length of the proposed route of transit through 
the United States, and of the fact that one or more transshipments of 
goods so forwarded must necessarily occur, the Department cannot 
allow such shipments to be made under combined entry without a prior 
examination and appraisement of the goods. 

It is believed, however, that the desired privilege may be accorded, 
provided the parties shall make an entry which shall combine the 
characteristics of the warehouse and immediate transportation entry, 
(Form No. 152, Customs Begulations,) and the warehouse withdrawal 
entry for transportation and exportation in bond to the Dominion of 
Canada, (Form 185, Customs Begulations,) the combined entry being 
in the natui*e of a warehouse immediate transportation and export 
entry. 

On taking such combined entry the proceedings in connection with 
the examination and appraisement of the goods, and the shipment 
thereof from your port, including cording and sealing of packages, will 
be the same as are prescribed in connection with warehouse and 
immediate transportation entries, (Form No. 152.) 

A bond similar to that taken in connection with a combined entry 
for transportation and exportation will be required,^and the proofs in 
satisfaction thereof will be a frontier certificate from the collector of 
customs at Helena, Montana Territory, or fi*om a customs officer 
stationed at or in the vicinity of Fort Benton, together with a certifi- 
cate of the entry of the goods at the British custom-house at Fort 
Macleod, which should be under seal. 

If it is desired to ship goods ^rom warehouse under combined entry 
for transportation and exportation, the usual entry (Form No. 185) will 
be required. 

Under the conditions above stated the applicants, or any other 
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parties desiriDg such privilege, may be allowed to ship merchandise in 
bond, by the route proposed, to British North America. 
Betnm of enclosure is requested. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 
CoLLECTOB OF OusTOMS, New TorTc. 



(2244.) 
Tax on Tonnage^Collectionof. 

Tbeasubt Dbpabtment, May 17, 1876. 

Sib : 1 have received your letter of the 6th instant, in relation to 
the <5a8e of the German bark "Germania.'' You report therein that 
the register of the vessel indicated her tonnage under the present laws 
of Germany, and that such tonnage was 274.41 tons, which was received 
by you as the correct basis on which to levy dues. 

From information before me, it appears that the register showed that 
the net tonnage had been obtained by deducting 10.79 tons from 285.20 
tons. The latter tonnage, therefore, was that which should have served 
as a basis for the collection of dues at your port. The amount which 
you failed to collect has been received at Boston. 

In future, you are requested to add to the net tonnage the amount of 

any deductions not authorized under the laws of the United States. 

Any other course would tend to the disadvantage of American vessels, 

and be illegal. 

Very respectfully, 

B. H. BEISTOW, 

Secretary, 
COLLEOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Wilmington^ N, C. 



(2245.) 
Vessels Jroin Foreign Forts — Boarding of. 

Tbbastjby Dbpabtment, May 17, 1875. 

SiB: I have received your letter of the 12th instant, relative to the 
boarding, by ofQcers of the customs, of vessels from foreign ports. It 
appears that the health officer at your ]>ort protests against the action 
of the revenue officers in visiting vessels before the quarantine officer has 
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examined their conditioQ and consented to sach visitation. In regard 
to the matter, you state that, to decide that a vessel from an infected 
port cannot be boarded by the officer of ^the revenue service, unless by 
permission of the health authorities, would result in placing said offi- 
cers completely under the direction of said authorities, so far as the 
boiEirding of vessels from foreign ports is concerned, inasmuch as the 
status of the vessels could not be determined to the satisfaction of 
the health officer, until their arrival at quarantiue, and examination 
i>y said officer or his assistant. 

In reply to your request for instructions intthe premises for the 
guidance of yourself and the officers and others acting under your 
orders, jou are informed that I perceive no good reason for any mate- 
rial xhange in the usual practice in regard to the boarding of vessels 
in your district. If sickness of a contagious nature be found on board, 
tlie boarding officer might dispense with any examination of cargo, 
sea-stores, or the interior of the vessel, taking a copy of the manifest 
BitaLd leaving the vessel, without exposing himself unnecessarily to con- 
tagion. It is believed that, with proper precaution on the part of 
boarding officers, the laws of Congress can be enforced as aforesaid, 
and the revenue protected without endangering the health of the com- 
munity. This Department desires to afford the health officers every 
fjBtcility practicable in the performance of their duty; B^nd if at any 
time its assistance shall be needed, I will thank you to apprise me of 

the fact. 

Very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 
GoLLEOTOB OF CxTSTOMS, Charleston, 8. 0. 



(2246.) 

Goods in Warehouse Exported and Reimported to he Treated as a Kete 

Importation. 

Teeasubt Dbpabtmbnt, May 18, 1875. 

Sib : Your letter of the 16th ultimo is received, transmitting a com- 
inunication, dated the 15th ultimo, from Special Agent Kimball, in 
relation to the right of importers to export goods in bond for the pur- 
pose of reimporting them, and thus to avail themselves of reduction 
of duties.. 

The question involved was referred to the United States Attorney 
Qeneral, who, oa the 5th instant, addressed a letter to this Depart- 
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ment, in which he gives the opinion that, under sections 2971 and 2979 
of the Ee vised Statutes, all merchandise in public store or bonded ware- 
house maybe withdrawn by the owner for exportation to foreign coun- 
tries at any time before the expiration of three years fix)m the date. of 
original importation, without regard to his object in so doing or to the 
disposition of the merchandise after it reaches its foreign destination, 
and that whether he intends to dispose of it in the foreign market, or 
whether his design is to reimport it again after it is landed there, is 
entirely immaterial for aught that appears in the law. 

He also expresses the further opinion that after the merchandise, 
thus withdrawn and shipped, has been landed out of the jurisdiction 
of the United States, the bond of the owner is discharged, and th€f 
merchandise itself acquires a new character relatively to our revenue 
laws, so that if it is reimported it stands on the footing of an original 
importation, and is entitled to entry under the laws then in force. 

The Department, therefore, concurring in these views, holds, with 
reference to the goods mentioned in your letter, that they are not liable 
to the additional duty of ten per centum under section 2970 of the Be- 
vised Statutes, and Department's letter of December 12, 1874, (Synopsis 
2043,) so far as it conflicts herewith, or prevents the reimportation of 
such goods, is consequently revoked and set aside. 
I am, very respectfully, 

B.H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 

OOLLEOTOE OF CUSTOMS, BoStOfly MaS8, 



(2247.) 

Amendment to Regulatiom of October 3, 1874, governing the Free Impor- 
tation of Goods for the Centennial Exhibition. 

Treasuby Depaetment, May 18, 1875. 

Article 4 of " Regulations governing the free importation of goods 
for the International Exhibition of eighteen hundred and seventy-six, 
at Philadelphia,'' (Printed Decisions 2192,) is hereby so amended as to 
read as follows : 

Fourth. All goods arriving, so marked and represented, will, with- 
out examination, be forwarded from the port of arrival by bonded line 
of transportation to Philadelphia, there to be delivered to the custody 

of the collector at that port. 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 

OOLLEOTOBS OF CUSTOMS. 
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(2248.) 

Iki8ignatian of Ottoego as a Part far Shipment af Banded Qaodein Transit 
thraugh United States. 

Tbbasttby Dbpabtmbnt, Moff 18, 1875. 

To GOLLEOTOBS AND OTHER OfFIOEBS OF OXJSTOKS: 

In pnrsaanoe of section 2866 of the Bevised Statates of the United 
States,, the port of Oswego, in the State of New York, is, with the ap- 
proval of the President, designated as a port from which imported 
merchandise may be shipped in bond in transit through the United 
States to or from the Dominion of Canada, by such routes and under 
such regulations as the Secretary of the GDreasury may prescribe. 

B. H. BEISTOW, 

Secretary, 
Approved: 

U. S. Grant, 
President 



(2249.) 
JBxeursion Permits — By tchom to be Issued. 

Tbeasuby Depabtmbnt, May 18, 1875. 

Snt : Beferring to your letter, without date, relative to the issue of 
excursion permits to steamers, you are informed that such permits can 
only be issued by the inspectors of steam- vessels, to whom all appli- 
cants for the same should be referred. 

Very respectfully, 

OHAS. F. OONANT, 

Assistant Secretary. 
SuEVBYOE OF CUSTOMS, KeoJcuJcj lawa. 



(2260.) 
Still Wines not entitled to Allowance for Damage in lieu of Breakage. 

Teeasuey Dbpastmbnt, May 19, 1876. 

Sis:. Your letter of the 2d ultimo is received, transmitting the 
appeal (1603 d) of Cavaroc & Son from your decision, refusing the 
allowance of 6 per centum in lieu of breakage, under section 2 of the 
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act of February S, 1875, on certain still wines in bottles, imported per 
" Alphonse'^ and " Maiae'^ March 1, 1876. 

The language of the said section is '^ that there shall be an allow- 
ance of five per centum, and no more, on all effervescing wines, liquors, 
cordials, and distilled spjbrits in bottles, to be deducted from the invoice 
quantity in lieu of breakage." 

The Department decides that the law, by specifying <' effervescing 
wines," clearly contemplated the exception of atiU toinea from its 
provisions. 

The clmtn of the importers that still Mnes are included under the 
word ^^ liquors," as used in the section, mdst therefore be rejected. 

Your decision is affirmed 

I am. Very respectfully, 

OH As. P. CONANT, 

Aetmg Secretary. 

GoLLBOTOBOF GusTOMB, JTeio OrUomB^ La, 



(2251.) 
Verification of " ffospitdl'Dues Itetums.^ 

Trbasuby DEPABTir'SNT, irayl9, 1875. 

Your attention is invited to section 2 of an act entitled ^^ An act to 
promote economy and efficiency in the marine-hospital service," ap- 
proved March 3, 1876, which provides : " That from and after May fl^^t^ 
eighteen hundred and seventy-five, every vessel subject to hospital taic, . 
except vessels required by law to carry crew lists, shadl. hav^ and keep 
on board, subject to inspection and verification at all times by any 
officer of the customs, a. seair.an's time book, which shall be furnished 
by the Treasury Department, and in which time book shall be entered 
the name, date of shipment, and date of discharge of every seaman 
employed on board such vessel ; and the master or owner of any ves- 
sel subject to hospital tax, vessels carrying crew lists' as above ex- 
cepted, shall forfeit and pay the sum of fifty dollars for eaoti and every 
seaman found employed on board his vessel* without a corresponding 
entry in said book; and the sums so forfeited shall be collected by the 
collector of customs upon the sworn sta^epient of the customs officers 
who make the inspections, and shall be paid intoi the Treasiory to the 
credit of the Marine-Hospital fund, for the general purposes of which 
fund said sums are hereby appropriated." 
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You are, therefore, hereby directed to famish the master or owner 
of Qach enrolled or licensed vessel, upon application for renewal of 
license or enrolment, a copy of the " Seaman's Time Book," and to 
verify all hospital-dues returns made thereafter by each such vessel by 
comparison with the said time book. And you are further directed to 
verify such hospital-dues returns, made by any licensed or enrolled 
vessel, as may be rendered for any period previous to the time of their 
next application for license or enrolment, by comparison, in the ab- 
sence, of the seaman's time book, with the portage book of each such 
vessel^ in all cases where the vessel carries such book. 

Eespectfully, 

OHAS. F. CONANT, 

Assistant Secretary. 
Customs Offiobrs. 



(2252.) 

Damage incurred on Voyage of Uarportatian does not preclude the Free 
Entry of Domestic Goods. 

Treasury Department, May 19, 1875. 

Sir : I am in receipt of your letter of the 17th instant, reporting on 
the application of Messrs. E. P. Needham & Son for the free entry of 
certain four cases of organs, alleged to be of domestic manufacture, 
exported to England and returned to the United States. 
' In regard thereto, I would state that the Department is of opinion 
that damage incurred on the voyage of exportation should not be 
regarded as such a change in the condition of domestic goods as to 
preclude them from the privilege of free entry on their return to the 
United States. 

You will therefore admit them to free entry under the authority con- 
ferred by Department's letter to you of the 12th instant, if you are 
satisfied of their American origin. 

The enclosures of your letter are herewith returned. 
I am, very respectfully, 

CHAS. F. CONANT, 



Acting Secretary. 



OoLLEOTOR OF QtJSTOMS, New York. 
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(2263.) 
Steamboat Fees not Mnolaments. 

Tekasubt Depabtmbnt, May 19, 1875. 

Sir : Eeferring to your letter of the 6th instant, in which you cltiim 
steamboat fees as a part of your official emoluments, your attention is 
invited to section 4461, Beyised Statutes, 1874, from which you will 
observe that such fees have been specifically and permanently appro- 
priated for defraying the necessary expenses of the Steamboat Inspec- 
tion Service, and that no part thereof inure to officers of customs 
for any purpose whatever. 

Yery respectfully, 

CHAS. F. OONANT, 



OoLLBOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Apalochioola, Fla. 



Acting Secretary, 



(2254.) 
Machinery for Manufacture of Jute or Flax, JDutiahle until July 1, 1875. 

TREAStntY Department, May 20, 1875. 

Sir: I am in receipt of a letter dated New York',. the 16th iiistant, 
from Mr. John Sloane, relative to eight cases of machinery, imported 
by him per steamer "Wisconsin,'' and alleged to beudapred excluiSively 
to the manufacture of jute or flax. 

Eeferring to the 7th section of the act of February 8, 1876, which 
provides that "all machinery not now manufactured in the United 
States, adapted exclusively to manufactures from the fibre of the 
ramie, jute, or flax, may be admitted into the United States free of • 
duty for two years from the first of July, 1875," Mr. Sloane presents 
two inquiries, as follows: 

1. Whether said provision* of law takes effect from and after the 
passage of said act, or from the first of July next. 

2. If said provision of law is not operative until July 1, can 
machinery, of the character mentioned, be imported before July 1, and 
delivered from warehouse or public store, free of duty, on or after 
said date, if remaining continuously in the custody of the customs 
officers f 
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Upon the first point, I have to state that said provision of law is 
coni^trued by this Department as having no effect until July 1, 1875. 

Second, that in accordance with the language of said act, only such 
machinery as is admitted into the United States, on and after July 1, can 
be delivered; free of duty, and this does not include machinery admitted 
into the United States before that date and then remaining in custody 
of the customs ofQcers. 
• •••••• 

EespectfuUy, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 
OoLLECTOlt OP Customs, New Tork. 



(2256.) 
Machinery of Vessels Landed for Repairs, not Dutiable, 

Treasury Department, May 21, 1875. 

Sir: I am in receipt of your letter of the 13th instant, reporting on 
the application of Mr. A. McYittie, in behalf of the master of the 
Canadian propeller "Asia,'' for the free entry of a certain broken wheel 
or screw, which was taken from said vessel at your port and replaced 
by a new one. 

From the letter of Mr. McYittie, and your report thereon, it appears 
that the said vessel arrived at your port with her screw or wheel 
broken, and was obliged to go into dry-dock to have it removed and 
to receive a new one. The master of the vessel made application to 
land the broken wheel free of duty on the ground that it was of 
American manufacture, and was to be repaired and retained at your 
port for future use on his vessel, if required, which application was 
refused by you on the ground that the wheel was not in the condition 
in which it was exported. 

In regard thereto, I would state that the Department does not con- 
sider that the said wheel, arriving under the circumstances detailed, 
should be regarded as merchandise subject to duty under the law, and 
you will therefore admit it to entry free of duty. 
I am, very respectfully, 

B. H.BEISTOW, 

Secretary* 

Collector of Customs, Detroit, Mich. 
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(2266.) 
Aloscphieal Instruments Imported by Ptofessors — Dutiable. 

Tbbasuby Depabthent, May 21, 18/5. 

SiB: I am in receipt of your letter of the 17th instant, reporting on 
the application of E. A. EoUins, Esq., for the free entry of certain in- 
struments, imported by Prof. Francis G. Smith, of the University of 
Pennsylvania, for use in his lectures before the students of the said 
institution. 

In regard thereto I would state that the Department has always 
held that the ownership of the articles specified in the free list as ex- 
empt from duty, when imported for institutions of this character, must 
be vested in the institutions as such, and although the instruments in 
qu^tion appear to be intended for use in connection with the objects 
of the institution, yet, as they are admittedly the private property of 
Prof. Smith, they are not, according to the construction of the law 
which has heretofore governed the Department, entitled to free entry. 

The application is therefore necessarily denied. 
I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 



GoLLEOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Philadelphia, Pa. 



Secretary, 



(2267.) 
(HI and Spirits of Turpentine may be carried on Steam-vessels, 

Tbbastjbt Depabtment, May 21, 1875. 

Sm : Eeferring to your letter of the 17th instant, relative to the 
carriage of oil or spirits of turpentine on steam- vessels, it is held by 
the Department that the said article may be lawfully carried on any 
passenger steamer when the same is put up in good metallic vessels, 
or casks or barrels, well and securely bound with iron, and stowed 
in a secure part of the vessel, as required by law. 

Very respectfully, 

CHAS. P. OONAOT?, 

Assistant Secretary, 
P. G. Tbenholm, Esq., Oharlestony S. 0. 



13 
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(2258.) 
Goods entered for Trtmsportaiion and Exportation. 

Treasttby Dbpabtment, May 22, 1875. 

Sm: Eeferring to your letter of Febroary 12 lastj propounding 
certain queries, under instructions from this Department dated the 8th 
of that month, relating to the practical operation thereof, and to your 
recent request for a reply thereto, I hAve to state, as a preliminary 
remark, that, by circular instructions of April 23, supplementary to 
regulations of March 30, 1875, relating to the trade with Canada, the 
said instructions of February 8, and all others on the same subject, 
whether printed or otherwise, of any date prior to March 30, were, by 
said regulations, in any respect in which they conflicted therewith, 
suspended and annulled. 

A. reply to the queries contained in your letter of February 12, there- 
fore, will be necessary only so far aB they are not already answered 
by the said circular instructions of April 23 : 

1. Are the routes from Canada to Liverpool and London, England, 
and Glasgow, Scotland, among "the authorized routes prescribed in 
chapter 5, Eegulations of 1874," mentioned in Department's letter of 
February 8, 1875? 

Answer: The term "authorized routes," as used or applied by this 
Department, refers only to the route by which transportation is made 
to the port of exportation, and not to any route or destination by or 
to which the goods may be forwarded on leaving the United States. 

2. If they are authorized routes only to Portland from Canada, and 
do not cover the steamship lines, is the combined entry allowable? 

Answer: The point or force of this question is not perceived by the 
Department. The circular of April 23 expressly states that combined 
entry may be made at the frontier port for transit goods to be exported 
via Portland as well as for transit goods entered at Portland for trans- 
portation and export to Canada, and this privilege is wholly irrespective, 
so Car as Portland as a port of exit is concerned, of the ultimate des- 
tination of the goods or of the mode or route of exportation. 

3. Is an entry, like that herewith enclosed, to be considered and 
treated as covering the requirement in the Department letter of the 
8th instant, contained in the following language, "of which due entry 
for transportation and exportation shall have been made?" 

• • • • • . « • 

Answer: It is competent for the collector, and it is his duty under the 

regulations, to observe whether any entry transmitted to or received by 
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him is in proper form, or whether it afibrds an indication of any error, 
either in substance or form, connected with the entry, and, if so, to take 
such steps as may be necessary to have the error, whatever it may be, 
corrected. 

4. When goods arrive at Portland, under combined entay to Liver- 
pool, but are really for exportation to Glasgow or London, or other 
foreign ports, (for it is never absolutely known at Island Pond what 
the destination will be,) shall they be allowed to be shipped to any of 
the last-named ports, and, if so, what record shall be made or certifi- 
cate given? 

Answer: The Department perceives no objection to the shipment ot 
transit goods arriving at Portland for export by any vessel, or for any 
foreign port other than that designated in the entry, when circum- 
stances render this course necessary. 

The main object of the law is to ensure the exit of this class of goods 
from the country, and the substantial requisite for accomplishing this 
object is to preserve the means of idenUfyiiig the goods shipped as 
those entered. This can be done — ^the shipment being necessarily made 
under the supervision of an inspector — ^by the inspector noting on his 
return of lading the name and destination of the vessel by which the 
shipment is made, and referring also to the transportation entry, and 
by the clerk, whose duty it is to prepare the export certificate for can- 
cellation of the bond taken at the frontier port., noting the same facts 
upon the triplicate entry, and making the certificate to corresponds 

5. When goods arriving at Portland from Canada, under combined 
entry at Island Pond, are placed in warehouse and afterwards shipped 
in a vessel not mentioned in the entry, what record shall be made, or 
action had^ or certificate given at this port? 

The answer to this question is substantially the same as that to the 
fourth; but in this connection it is suggested that both the foreign port 
of destination and the name of the vessel may be omitted in the com- 
bined entry at the frontier port, substituting, in lieu thereof, words 
showing that the shipment is to be made by the ** Allan Liue of Steam- 
ers.'' This would be sufficient to indicate the substantial fact that the 
goods are intended for export, leaving it for the customs ofl&cers at 
Portland to certify the name and destination of the particular steamer 
of that line by which the goods are actually shipped. 

The instructions of April 23, as will be perceived on reference thereto, 
permit, bi*t do not require, combined entity at the frontier port. They 
permit an optional entry for transportation alone to the port of exit, 
and on arrival at that port, under such entry, a warehouse and imme- 
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diate-exportation entry may be made. In that case the diffionlties sag- 
gested by your fourth and fifth questions could not arise. 

It may be said, in opposition to the last suggestion, that this oonrse 
involves two entries, one at the frontier port and the other at the port 
of exit, when one entry ought to be sufficient. 

The reply to this is, that the instructions of April 23 were expressly 
prepared with a view of obviating practical objections, so far as possi- 
ble, consistently with the law, and, to this end, the option was given 
of making either a sinigle ojc a combined entry at the frontier port, not 
only to enable that form of entry to be used which exi)erience might 
show to be most convenient, but also to secure to shippers and con- 
signees, the privilege of making such change in the destination or dis- 
position of the goods, after arrival at Portland, as they might desire. 

The regulations of March 30, and the instructions of April 23, were 
adopted and promulgated after carefhl consideration of the whole sub- 
ject. K, as has been claimed in behalf of Portland, they constitute, 
practically, an -obstruction to trade, (which, however, the Department 
is not^ from the information before it, able to admit,) the fault lies, not 
with the Department, but in the law, an amendment of which, by ap- 
propriate legislation, seems in such case the only practicable remedy. 
I am, very respectftdly, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 

GOLLBOTOB OF CUSTOMS, PorUond, Maine. 



(2259.) 
Delay in Deciding Tariff Questione. 

Tebasuey Dbpabtmknt, May 22, 1876. 

Btel: Your letter of the 17th instant, requesting an early decision as 
to duty on certain dressed sheepskins, imported by you per "Calabria,'^ 
was duly received. 

In reply I have to state, that while the Department regrets the incon- 
venience, and possibly injury, which may result to importers of any 
class of merchandise, the classification of which, or the rate of duty 
appertaining thereto, is open to question, from delay in making a 
decision thereon, yet the general interests involved will be better 
served by the exercise of due deliberation, than by hasty action in any 
such case. This is especially true, not only in the present case, but 
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with reference to several other questions of tariff construction now 
pending before the Department, and upon which a wide difference of 
opinion exists on the part of the customs officers at different ports, 
whose province it is to consider and pass upon such questions in the 
first instance. 

When a like diversity of opinion is found to be shared by other 
experts, both in and out of the Department, upon any particular tariff 
question, the necessity of making a decision that will stand the test of 
examination, and the injurious results of premature action, are equally 
obvious. 

You will preceive, in the light of these explanations, that the delay, 
of which you complain, is to a certain extent, unavoidable. 
I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary, 

J. Rtjszits, Esq., Nevo Torlc. 



(2260.) 
Daniestie Toba43CO returned /ram abroad — Duty on. 

Trbasxjby Depabtmbnt, May 22, 1876, 

Sis: I am in receipt of your letter of the 13th instant, submitting an 
application of Mr. G. F. Hurd for i>ermis8ion to make entry of certain 
tobacco of domestic production, exported and now retumedy on pay- 
ment of a duty of 20 cents per pound. 

The facts appear to be, that at the time of exportation the descrip- 
tion of tobacco in question was liable to an internal tax of 20 cents per 
pound, but the exportation having been made in bond from the inter- 
nal revenue bonded warehouse at Petersburg, Ya., tlie tax was not 
paid prior to exportation. The rate of tax, however, to which such 
domestic tobacco was liable at the time of importation was 24 cents 
per pound, and the question presented is, whether the duty to be paid 
under section 2500 of the Revised Statutes is the rate of 20 or 24 cents 
per pound in coin. 

In reply, I have to state that it is the. opinion of the Department that 
the duty to be paid in such cases is the equivalent of the internal tax 
in force at the time of the importation, which opinion is sustaiined by 
Department's decisions of October 20, 1866, and November 13, 1866, 
both addressed to the collector of customs at Kew York, which will be 
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found in the volume of printed Treasury Decisions from May 20, 1865, 
to Becember 31, 1867. You will, therefore, exact duty on the tobacco 
in question at the rate of 24 cents per pound in coin. 
I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BEISTOW, 

Secretary. 

COLLECTOB OF CUSTOMS, B08ton^ MoSS, 



(2261.) 
Eicecution of Bonds. 

Tbeasuby Dbpabtment, May 22, 1875. 

Sib: I am in receipt of your letter of the 4th instant, inquiring as to 
the continuance of the practice of allowing one member of a firm to 
enter into a bond for duties in behalf of the entire firm, as such. 

The provision of law under which such practice was authorized is 
found in section 25 of the act of March 1, 1823, such provision being to 
the effect that the bond so executed shall bind the firm. 

This provision having been omitted from the Hevised Statutes, other 
portions of said act being found therein, the question is presented, in 
view of the repealing provision of section 5596, Bevised Statutes, as to 
the authority of law for the continuance of the practice referred to. 

In reply, I have to state that, in the absence of any statutory author- 
ity therefor, such practice must in future be discontinued. 

With a view, however, of avoiding possible embarrassments from 
the disallowance of said practice, you may permit one or more mem- 
bers of a firm to execute such bonds in behalf of the absent meaibers 
thereof, in their individual capacity, on filing with you a continuing 
power of attorney, under seal, conferring such authority, which must 
be renewed in accordance with general regulations. As it may be 
found in some instances impracticable to carry these instructions' into 
immediate effect, by reason of the absence of one or more members of 
a firm from the place where the business thereof is conducted, you 
will, pending the production of power of attorney from absent mem- 
bers of any such firm, allow the resident partners to execute such 
bonds, in which case the recital of the parties to the bond will include 
the names of all the members of the firm, present and absent, as com- 
posing such firm, adding the firm-name. 

The mode of execution in such cases will be as follows: The firm- 
name will first be signed, with a seal attached opposite thereto, and 
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the idgnatare of the particalar member of the firm signing the firm- 
name will be added as attorney. All the resident copartners, includ- 
ing the one who signs for the firm, will also sign in their individual 
capacity. 

If, however, all the partners are present, or represented by attorney 
duly constituted under seal, the name of the firm need not be signed 
to the bond, but each copartner will execute the same in his individual 
capacity. 

Whenever any firm shall hereafter offer to make entry of goods and 
give bond, you will notify such firm of these instructions, designating 
also a reasonable time within which power of attorney from absent 
members, if any there are, shall be presented. 

At the expiration of six months from this date, you will report to 
the Department whether the above requirements, so far as they relate 
to the production of power of attorney from absent members of firms, 
have been complied with, referring to these instructions by date. 
, I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 

CoLLBCTOB OP CUSTOMS, Baltimore^ Md. 



(2262.) 

Invoice Values to he Stated in Currency of Country where Goods are 

Purchased, 

Tbbasubt Depabtm£|7T, May 2Si^ 1875. 

Sib: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 9th ultimo, enclosing copy of dispatch No. 146, from the United 
States consul at Leipsic, dated the 24th of March last, upon the subject 
of invoices of German goods, intended for shipment to the United 
States, purchased in Germany, but paid for in pounds sterling or by 
draft on London. The consul inquires whether such invoices must be 
made out in German or in English money. 

In reply, I have to state that section 2838 of the Eevised Statutes 
requires that aU invoices of merchandise, subject to a duty ad valorem, 
shall be made out in the currency of the place or country from whence 
the importation shall be made, and shall contain a true statement of 
the actual cost of such merchandise in such foreign currency or cur- 
rencies, without regard to the value of the coins of the United 
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States, or of foreign coins by law made cnrrent within the United 
States, in snch foreign plfice or country. 

This is qualified by section 2854, which provides that declarations 
to invoices of ad valorem goods, acquired by purchase, shall state that 
the currency, in which such invoice is made out, is the currency which 
was actually paid for the merchandise by the purchaser. 

Undoubtedly the basis of commercial transactions in Germany is the 
monetary currency of that country, and if payment be made in pounds 
sterling, or other currency foreign to Germany, the pounds sterling 
paid only represent the number of "marks" constituting the purchase 
price. There may be instances where the whole transaction is based 
in pounds sterling, but such exceptional transactions do not break the 
force of the rule, as above stated, and which, it seems to me, is a con- 
trolling consideration in connection with the question of invoice 
currencies. 

In this view, where a country has a /Single standard of value, the 
"currency of the country" and the "currency actually paid" must be 
considered as equivalent terms, even though in settlement of accounts 
no money actually passes, or the transaction is closed by acc^tance of 
a sterling draft. An analogous case is that which recently arose in re- 
gard to German thalers which have ceased to be the unit of value in Ger- 
many, except Bavaria and Wurtemburg, and^ consequently, directions 
were given that invoices of German goods made out in thalers, with 
the exceptions before stated, should in no case be accepted, and «uch 
invoices were required to be made out in marks. 

It is, therefore, my opinion that all invoices of goods, subject to a 
duty ad valorem, imported from Germany, other than from Wurtem- 
burg and Bavaria, should be made out in marks, and that such invoices 
representing other currencies should be rejected. 
I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 
Hon. Hamilton Pish, Secretary of State, 

Washington, D. G. 



(2263.) 

Chiccory Root — Classification, 

Tbeastjby DEPABTDfENT, May 22, 1875. 
Sib: On the 26th of February, 1875, the Department, in deciding 
the appeal ( 139 h) of Messrs. Bosenstein Bros., held that certain chiccory, 
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which was pot np in papers and was understood to have been sabjected 
to some further process of manufacture than that of burning and 
grinding, was dutiable under the pro\ision of Schedule M, Title 33, 
Bevised Statutes, for " chiccory burnt or prepared," in accordance with 
Department's decisions of April 4, 1873, (Synopsis 1509,) and October 
19, 1874. 

In deciding said api>eal, however, a rule was laid down, not essen- 
tial to the determination of the particular case under consideration, 
involving the classification of chiccory root burnt and ground. The 
following was the language employed: '<The paragraph of the statutes 
enumerating for duty chiccory root ground or unground evidently was 
intended only to embrace the article pure and unmixed. If burnt, or 
if its essence is extracted, or if foreign substances are added, by which 
it is increased in value or is made more palatable, it is in a proper 
sense prepared." 

It is understood that in pursuance of such ruling you have held that 
all ground chiccory root is subject to duty at the rate of five cents per 
pound. 

Upon a.review of this question, however, this Department, in con- 
currence with the views of the Attorney Gheneral, as expressed by the 
Solicitor General by letter of the 17th instant, ha« arrived at the fol- 
lowing condusions : n 

First. That there being special provisions in the tariff for ^^ chiccory 
root ground " and ^^chiccory root burnt," the provisions for chiccory 
root " prepared" can only relate to such root when farther prepared or 
advanced in manufacture than by the proems of burning and grind- 
ing; and, second, in view of the conceded fa6t that the ground chic- 
cory root of commerce is always burnt or roasted previously to being 
ground, that, as between the two daissifications of the tariff for << chic- 
cory root ground " and " chiccory root burnt," the' article in question 
must be assigned to the former, under the rule that where an article 
might be classified under any one of several provisions of the tariff in 
the absence of the others, it must be assigned to the one that most 
spedflcally enumerates or describes it. In the application of this rule 
to the present case the provision for " chiccory root ground" is, in view 
of what has been said, to be construed as meaning << chiccory root 
burnt and ground." This construction gives each of the provisions for 
" chiccory root ground " and "chiccory root burnt or prepared" full 
operative force, the former covering all chiccory root burnt and ground, 
but not subjected to any further process of manufacture, and the first 
clause of the latter provision covering all chiccory root burnt but not 
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ground, while the remaining provision tor chiccory prepared would 
cover all chiccory subjected to any process of manufacture or prepara- 
tion, aside from the combined process of burning and grinding. 

In view of the premises, you are instructed to assess duty at the 
rate of one cent per pound on all importations of chiccory root burnt 
and ground, but not subjected to any further process of manufacture 
or preparation, either by the admixture of foreign ingredients or by 
being advanced to the condition of a paste or put up in small packages 
and labelled with the name of the manufacturer, for sale in that condi- 
tion. 

All entries of ground chiccory root for warehouse, where duties have 

not been paid, will be reliqnidated upon the basis of these instructions. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 
COLLECXOE OF CUSTOMS, New York. 



(2264.) 
Pedestals of Statues — Classification, 

T^EASUBT Depabtment, Mo/j/ 24, 1876. 

8iB: Your letters of the 7th ultimo and 18th instant are received, in 
relation to the appeal (16295) of Flav. Cardoni, from your decision 
assessing duty at the rate of 50 per centum ad valorem on a certain 
marble pedestal imported into your port. 

It appears from your report and the other papers submitted, that the 
pedestal is invoiced with, and accompanies a statue of, the '< Madonna," 
and is intended to be put up with, and form a part of, that statue. 

Under these circumstances, the Department holds, in accordance 
with the principle enunciated in its former decisions, (Synopsis 693 and 
944,) that the pedestal in question should be considered as forming a 
part of the statue; and therefore dutiable as *' statuary," at the rate of 
10 per centum ad valorem, as claimed by the importer, upon affidavit 
being filed by the importer to the effect that the statue and pedestal 
are intended for each other, and form together but ovie article. 

You will therefore adjust the entry accordingly, and if necessary, 
forward a certified statement for a refund of the duties exacted in 
excess. 

The invoice is herewith returned. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 
SUBVBYOE OF CUSTOMS, Louisville^ Ky. 
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(2265.) 

Abstract of Seizures of Smuggled Goods, to show Amount of Duties Lost 

to the United States. 

Tbeasury Department, 

Office of Commissioner of Custoins, 

Washington City, J>. C, May 24, 1875. 

In all cases where the proceeds of goods, wares, or merchandise 
seized in the act of being smuggled, or which have been smuggled^ 
and accounted for in your account of fines, penalties, and forfeitures, 
you will furnish with that account an abstract showing the duties that 
would have accrued on such merchandise had it been regularly im- 
ported. This abstract is to include all seizures of the kind indicated 
without regard to the amount involved, and is required for information, 
the total amount realized bdng deposited, as required by law, as fines, 
penalties, and forfeiUires. 

Very respectfully, 

H. A. LOOKWOOD, 
Acting Commissioner of Customs. 

OOLLBOTOES OF CUSTOMS. 



(2266.) 
Appraisement of Merchandise. 

Tbeasuby Department, May 24, 1876. 

Article 1082 of the Customs Eegnlations of 1874 is hereby modified 
to read as follows : 

Art. 1082. Appraisers will not examine goods for appraisement at 
any other places than the appraiser's rooms, except as provided in Arti- 
cle 407, unless, for special reasons in exceptional cases, the Secretary, 
on tiie recommendation of the collector and appraiser, shall order an 
examination at some other safe and suitable place, and in every case 
where an examination for appraisement is held elsewhere than at the 
public store, the appraiser will state the fact and place of such excep- 
tional examination in his report of the appraisement. 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 

Collectors OF Customs and others. 
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(2267.) 
Cu8t4)ms Seals. 

Treasuby Depabtment, May 27, 1875. 

The Department having in letter of April 26 last, to Special Agent 
Martin, authorized the use of the "safety lead seal and wire," such 
seal and wire will hereafter be recognized and respected as a customs 
seal required by the Transportation Eegulations of March 30, 1875, 
articles 10 to 19, inclusive. 

The glass seals heretofore in use may continue to be used until 

ftirther instructions by the Department. 

B. H. BEISTOW, 

Secretary. 

OOLLBCTOES OP CUSTOMS AND OTHBBS. 



(2268.) 

Cotton Tarlatam-^Duty on. 

Tbeastjbt Depabtment, May 27, 1875. 

Snt: I am in receipt of your letter of the 20th instant, calling atten- 
tion to your letter of the 27th of March last, in which you report a 
difference of opinion between the officers at Philadelphia and at your 
port as to the proper classification of certain tarlatans shipped to your 
port from Philadelphia, in bond, consigned to Messrs. J. Y. Farwell 
& Co. 

The officers at Philadelphia now concede an error in the transporta- 
tion entry in regard to the shawls embraced therein, and report them 
liable to duty at 50 cents per pound and 40 per cent, ad wUoremj as 
ready-ma^e clothing, which is the rate of duty decided by your officers 
to be correct. 

In regard to the cotton tarlatans, the officers at Philadelphia, New 
York, and Baltimore all report that it is their practice to classify these 
goods at 35 per cent, ad valorem, under Synopsis of Decisions 1919, 
regarding them not as dress goods, but as coming within the classifi- 
cation of nettings, open linings, &c., therein mentioned. 

While the question is not free from doubt, I am inclined to agree 
with the officers at the three ports named; and you are accordingly 
hereby directed to cause duty to be exacted in accordance with the 
transportation entry. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BEISTOW, 

Secretary. 
Gollbotob of Customs, OMoagOy lU. 
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(2269.) 
Dressed Sheepskins tHth Wool on — Classification, 

Tbeabtjby Depabtmbnt, May 27, 1875. 

SiB: The Department has had ander consideration, the question of 
classifying, under the proper provision of the reWsed tarifif of June 22, 
1874, certain dried or dressed sheepskins with the wool on, imported 
at your port by Messrs. Howell & Co., of Kewark, New Jersey. 

Sheepskins dressed with the wool on, being the same article as that 
now in question, have been heretofore admitted under a clause in the 
provision in << Schedule M, Sundries," relating to leather, as '< skins 
dressed and finished, of all kinds, not otherwise provided for, 20 per 
centum ad valorem.'' — (Heyl, 1319.) 

The Department being in doubt as to the propriety of this classifi- 
cation, reports were called for and received from the ports of Phila- 
delphia, Boston, and New York, and the question was also submitted 
to the Solicitor of the Treasury, whose opinion is hereinafter referred 
to. An opinion has also been furnished by the general appraiser at 

Baltimore. 

• • • # • • • 

This Department, after considering the subject in the light of the 
several rei>orts and opinions above mentioned, has arrived at the fol- 
lowing conclusions : 

1. That the article in question is not properly subject to the duty 
on wool as ^^ wools on the skin." The evidence shows that it would 
not be profitable to import dried or dressed sheepskins with the wool 
on, for the uses, in the manufacture of textile fabrics, &c., for which 
the unmanufactured or raw article, known as <^ wool on the skin," is 
imported ; and although it appears that such sheepskins may be used 
for some of the purposes to which wool is applicable, such as making 
fringes, tassels, &c., out of narrow strips cut with the wool on, yet 
that these are uses too remote from the main purposes of the present 
importation, to wit, the manufacture of mats and rugs, to justify the 
Department in directing that the wool duty be assessed thereon. 

The Department decides, therefore, that the skins in question are 
not within the scope of paragraph 1159 or 1160, as wools oil the skin 
or skins raw or unmanufactured ; also, that they are not manufactures of 
wool, mats, or rugs, and hence are not within the scope of paragraphs 
1162 or 1178; nor are they skins dressed and finished, and hence are 
not within the scope of paragraph 1319. 

The Department further decides that they are not within the scope 
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of section 2516, as an unenamerated manufacture, for the reason that 
they are provided for by section 2499 by virtue of their resemblance, 
either in material, quality, texture, or the use to which they may be 
applied, to certain enumerated articles embraced in paragraph 1321, viz: 
** Leather and skins tanned, not otherwise provided for." 

The skins in question have undergone a process known as "tawing," 
which, in its effect, is analogous to that of tanning, and, hence, though 
not leather in the technical sense, possess some of the qualities pecu- 
liar to that article, such as hardness, toughness, rigidity, and dura- 
bility. 

These points of resemblance are such as, in the opinion of the De- 
partment, to preclude the article from being regarded as a manufac- 
ture, unenumerated and not provided for, conditions essentially neces- 
sary for classification under section 2516. 

In this connection it seems proper to remark that the provisions 
and intent of the "similitude clause" evidently impose upon the De- 
partment the duty of making a strict application of its principle before 
remitting any unenumerated article to the general provisions contained 
in section 2516. It is only after every possible application of section 
2499 is exhausted, without a reasonable result, that the provisions of 
section 2516 may be held to apply. 

Under this view of the law, and believing that the application of the 

similitude clause is both possible and proper in the present case, the 

Department holds that the skins in question are to be classed as 

" skins tanned, not otherwise provided for," subject to a duty of 25 per 

cent, ad valorem, and you will, therefore, be governed accordingly. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BEISTOW, 

Secretary. 
COLLEOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Suspension Bridge^ N. Y. 



(2270.) 
No Allowance for Damage to Outer Coverings of Importations. 

Treasury Department, May 27, 1875. 

Sir: Yoiir letter of the 4th instant is received, further reporting on 
the appeal (9738 c) of Massey & Tucker from your decision*, assessing 
duty on certain salt in sacks, imported per " Hellax," in December last, 
without making an allowance for alleged damage thereon. 

The claim is made that the salt sustained damage on the voyage of 
importation, not by reason of the salt itself being wet or stained by 
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salt water, bat owing to the 8<icks being stained and discolored by 
action of sea water and iron rust. 

The case is similar in all respects to that of Penrose, Massey & Co., 
which was decided by the Department, in its letter to yon, dated 
August 1, 1871, wherein it was held that, in accordance with the then 
existing practice, no damage could be allowed for stain or iigury to 
the outer coverings of imported merchandise. 

This decision must, therefore, govern in the case in question, as the 
Department can only remark, as it did in its letter above mentioned, 
that it sees no reason to depart from such decision, especially as the 
sacks pay no duty, 

I am, very respectfully, 

B, H. BBISTOW, 

Secretary. 
CoLLEOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Philadelphia^ Pa. 



(2271.) 
Kissengen Salts — Duty iwi* 

TsEASXJBT Dbpabtmbnt, May 28, 1875. 

Sib : Your letter of the 2l8t instant is received, reporting on the ap- 
peals {1676 d and 1677 <!) of John Wyeth & Bro., from your decision 
assessing duty at the rate of 40 per centum ad valorem on certain Kis- 
sengen salts, imported per "Abbotsford" October 24, and "Indiana'' 
October 13, 1874. 

These salts were classified by you as a "medicinal preparation'' at 
the above-mentioned rate of duty, but the appellants claim that they 
are only dutiable at the rate of 20 per centum ad valorem under the 
provision in Schedule M of the Bevised Statutes for "salts, • • • 
preparations of, not otherwise provided for." 

It appears from your report, and upon investigation, that the Kissen- 
gen salts in question are very similar in character, properties, and uses 
to the Vichy salts, which the Department on the 25th of Kovember^ 
1874, (Synopsis 2021,) decided were not medicinal preparations, but a 
chemical salt, and therefore dutiable at the rate of 20 per centum ad 
valorem, as claimed by the importers. 

The Department holds, therefore, that the appeals in question are 

well taken, and that the entries should be adjusted accordingly. 

I am, very respectfully, 

CHAS. F. CONANT, 

Acting Secretary. 
CoLLBOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Philadelphia^ Pa. 
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.(2272.) 
Tin Plates prepared to Imitate Japa/nning — Classification, 

Tbeasuby Department, May 28, 1875. 

Sib: Yonr communicatiou of the 22d of March last is received, re- 
porting on the appeal (Iflo. 2Sd) of L. Weddigen & Co., from your 
assessment of duty at 40 per cent, ad valorem on certain << japanned 
ware,'' so called, imported January 4, 1875, and enclosing special re- 
port of the appraiser thereon, with sample. 

It appears by the special report that the article in question is made 
by subjecting ordinary tin plates to a heat sufficient to bring the tin 
to the point of fusion, then plunging it into a bath of dilute acid, the 
surface of the plates or sheets being subsequently varnished. 

The appraiser reports that this process lits it for the uses of japanned 
ware, rendering it similar in material and quality and the purposes to 
which that is applied, and therefore chargeable with the rate of duty 
imposed upon japanned ware. 

The apx)ellauts claim that the proper rate of duty chargeable on the 
article in question is that imposed on galvanized tin plate, dutiable at 
2 cents per pound. 

The law providing for duty on ^< japanned ware of all kinds not oth- 
erwise provided for" does not appear to imply that the duty so imposed 
shall be charged upon sheets or materials not manufactured into what 
is properly described as japanned ware. 

On careful consideration of the case, the Department is of opinion 
that the article in question should be classified for duty at the rate of 
two and one-half cents per pound, less 10 per cent., under the provision 
in section 2504 Eevised Statutes, for ^< iron and tin plates galvanized 
or coated with any metal otherwise than by electric batteries.'' 

You will, therefore, reliquidate the entry accordingly. 

I am, very respectfully, 

OHAS. F. CONAlirr, 

Acting Secretary. 
OoLLEOTOB OP CTJSToais, Ncw Tork. 



(2273.) 

8ugar in Warehouse^ Glassifi^uition of. 

Tbeasuby Depabtment, May 31, 1875. 

Sib: Your letter of the 5th of March last was duly received, report- 
ing upon the appeal (1305 c) of Messrs. Fabbri & Ohauncy, dated the 
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28th of September, 1874, fiom your decision assessiug duty at tlie rate 
of If and 2 cents per pound, resi)ectively, on certain sugar imported 
by them per the " Sacramento," March 14, 1874. 

The papers submitted show that the classification of these sugars 
was made by the Dutch standard samples in use at the time of the im- 
portation, and it is conceded that the classification at the foregoing 
rates was correct if judged by those standards. 

Subsequent to the classification, however, the standard samples for 
1874 were received by you, and it is claimed that, judged by these 
standards, a portion of the sugar in question should be classified as 
below No. 7, dutiable at 1| cents per pound. 

In reply thereto, I have to state that the claim of the appellants in 
this case cannot be admitted, and the classification of the sugar in 
question, by the samples in use at the time of importation, must be 
adhered to. To adopt any other course would lead to the reopening of 
the classifications of all the sugars remaining in warehouse on receipt 
of the samples of 1874, where the classification was made under the 
standard of 1873, not only at your port but at other ports, and the 
Department has heretofore decided that, in such cases, reclassification 
cannot be made. 

Your decision is, therefore, hereby af&rmed. 

I am, very resi>ectfully, 

CHAS. F. OONANT, 

Acting Secretary. 
Collector op Customs, New YorJc. 



(2274.) 
Seizure of Steam- Vessels. 

Tebasuby Department, May 31, 1875. 

It has recently been decided by the United States circuit court for 
the eastern district of Michigan that, before the commencement in 
court of proceedings in cases of prosecution of steam-vessels for non- 
compliance with the requirements of the laws relating to the inspec- 
tion and equipment of such vessels, there should be a seizure by a 
Government officer. 

Collectors and other chief officers of the customs, therefore, are 
instructed, under sections 4462 and 4496 of the Revised Statutes, to 
seize vessels in case they have become liable to seizure or forfeiture for 
14 
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any violation of the laws aforesaid, and if the penalty or fine incurred 
has not been paid to the proper officer. It is suggested, however, that 
prioi? to seizure, in cases where it is practicable, a report shall be made 
of the facts and circumstances of each case, with the names of wit- 
nesses, and the provisions of law alleged to be violated, to the proper 
United States attorney, to the end that his opinion may be obtained in 
regard to the action required. 

CHAS. F. OONANT, 

Acting Secretary, 

COLLECTOBS OP CUSTOMS AND OTHERS. 
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TO COLLEOTOBS OF CUSTOMS. 



Treasury Dbpartment, 

Washington, J>. (J., July 1, 1875. 
The following Decisions of the Department for the month of Jane, 
1875, npon the construction to be given to Acts of Congress relating 
to the Tariff, Navigation, and other subjects, are published here- 
with for the information and guidance of Officers of the Customs. 

B. H. BRISTOW, 



(2276.) 

Designation of Porta for Shipment of Choda in transit through United 

States. 

Treasury Department, June 1, 1875. 

To Collectors and other Officers of Customs :. 

In pursuance of section 2866 of the Revised Statutes of the United 
States, the ports of Newport, Vermont, and Cape Vincent, New York, 
are, with the approval of the Presideot, designated as ports from which 
imported merchandise may be shipped in bond, in transit through the 
United States, to or from the Dominion of Canada, by such routes and 
under such regulations as the Secretary may prescribe. 

CHAS. F. CONANT, 

Acting Secretary. 
Approved : 

XT, S. Grant, President 

15 
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(2276.) 
Wool Ouipure Laee — Duty on, 

Trbasuby Depabthbnt, June 1, 1875. 

Sib: I am in receipt 6f a letter dated St. Louis, the 13th ultimo, 
from Si)ecial Agent A. A. Brush, presenting the question of the proper 
rate of duty on importations of wool guipure lace. • • ♦ 

I have, therefore, to state, for the iuformation of yourself and the 
appraiser at your port, that the proper rate of duty on this description 
of goods is 50 cents per pound and 50 per centum ad valorem, under 
Schedule L of the Revised Statutes, (Heyl's tariflf for 1876, paragraph 
1168,) which classification was sustained by the United States Circuit 
Court for the Southern District of New York, in a case tried there in 

March last. 

• • • • • • • 

I am, very respectfully, 

CHAS!. F. CONANT, 



SuBVBYOR OP Customs, 8U Louisj Mo. 



Acting Secretary, 



(2277.) 
Intermediate Ports. 



Treasury Departmsnt, June 1, 1875. 

Sir: I have received your letter of the 28th ultimo, stating that you 
are asked daily by masters of vessels to define the term ^intermediate 
port" as used in the statute, and that you have been requested to de- 
cide whether a vessel clearing from Sheboygan, Mich., to your port, 
may go to a point on Georgian Bay, after leaving Sheboygan, and 
there complete her cargo for your port, without becoming subject to 
the tax on tonnage. 

In reply to your request for instructions in the premises, you are in- 
formed that the Department deems it inexpedient to attempt to give a 
general definition to cover every case which might arise, preferring to 
decide particular cases in 'which all the facts are well understood, and 
which may be treated as precedents in other similar cases arising sub- 
V sequently. In regard to the case submitted in your letter, I beg leave 
to state that it does not appear that the vessel eould enter at your 
port without paying the dues on her arrival from Georgian Bay, inas- 
much as there would be no compliance with the terms of the statute, » 
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which provide that the vessel, to be exempted from the tax, shall de- 
part from and arrive at a port in the United States. 
# y • • #: • •/'•' 

Very respectfully, 

CHAS. F. CONANT, 

Acting Secretary. 
Collector op Customs, Detroitj Mich. 



(2278.) 
Steam Canal-hoats — Inspection of, 

Tebasuky Depabtment, June 1, 1875. 

Snt: Beferring to your letter of the 24th ultimo, you are informed 
that so long as steam canal-boats are confined exclusively to the navi- 
gation of canals, they are not held subject to the inspection la^s. 
Such boats may, however, leave the waters of a canal and enter upon 
waters of the United States when not under sfeanij but cannot be law- 
fully navigated by steam on waters of the United States (as on the Poto- 
mac river) without conforming to the inspection laws to the extent pro- 
vided in section 4426, Be vised Statutes, which requires that the hull 
and boiler shall be inspected, the pilot and engineer licensed, and that 
such other provisions of law shall be complied with as are applicable 
to this class of vessels. 

Very respectfully, 

CHAS. F. CONA3!fT, 



John P. Agnew, Esq., Alexandria, Va. 



Acting Secretary. 



(2279.) 
Pilots — Licensing of. 

Treasury Department, June 1, 1876. 

Sir : The subject of your communication of January 26 has been now 
fully considered by the Department. 

You complain that, while you are duly commissioned agi a State 
branch pilot for the port of Galveston, you are nevertheless required 
to take out a United States license as pilot of steam-vessels on account 
of some limited service performed by you in aid of the piloting of. coast- 
wise steamers over Galveston bar. 
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!By law, you are permitted under your State license to pilot steam- 
vessels leaving cfr entering the port of Galveston, when said vessels 
are sailing under register, but are prohibited from piloting steam-ves- 
sels engaged in the coasting trade, unless you are provided also with 
a license from the United States inspectors. 

In view of the admission made in your communication, that you do 
in fact aid coastwise steam- vessels in crossing Galveston bar, and the 
explanation contained in the report of the supervising inspector for 
the 10th district, to whom your communication was referred, the De- 
partment cannot relieve you from the necessity of obtaining a United 
States license, and the payment of the license fees prescribed in such 
cases. 

Very respectfully, 

CHAS. F. CONAlirr, 

Acting Secretary. 

B. H. HBiTMAOTf, Esq*, Branch Pilot, Galveston, Texas. 



(2280.) 
Allowance in lieu of Breakage. 

Tbeasubt Department, Jttn€ 2, 1875. 

SiB: I am in receipt of your letter of the 21st ultimo, inquiring 
whether the five per centum, in lieu of breakage, allowed by act of 
February 8, 1875, on effervescing wines, liquors, cordials, and distilled 
spirits in bottles, is construed by the Department to be an allowance 
in the quantity of liquor only, or an allowance on the bottles also, and, 
in case of wines, paying a compound duty, whether such allowance is 
to be based on the invoice value. 

In reply, I have to state that the reduction of five per ^entum allowed 
by said act is to be made from the number of cases specified in the in- 
voice, and no duty is to be assessed either on the wine, bottles, or 
packing included in such reduction. , 

The same result would be reached by assessing duty on the entire 
invoice, and then deducting five per centum from the amount thus as- 
certained. 

As no wines, liquors, cordials, or distilled spirits in bottles are now 
subject to a compound duty, your inquiry may be considered fully 
answered by the foregoing. 

-I am, very respectfully, 

OHAS. F. OONANT, 



Collector op Customs, JSastport, Me. 



Acting Secretary. 
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(2281.) 

Tawnetge Ihm — When payable, 

Tbeasxtbt Depabthbnt, June 2, 1875. 

SiB: I have received yoar letter of the 25th alt., inqniring whether 
a new vessel clearing for a foreign port, and a vessel leaving the coast- 
ing trade to engage in the foreign trade, are required to pay tonnagei 
dnes at the time of the departure for any of the foreign ports mentioned 
ia the circular of this Department dated September 1, 1874. 

You are informed, in reply, that it has been decided heretofore that 
the tax in question does not accrue until the return of the vessel from 
those ports to the United States. 

Very respectfully, 

CHAS. r conant, 

Acting Seeretary. 
Collector op Customs, Oeargetownj S. 0. 



(2282.) 
Machinery of American Vessels wrecked in Foreign Waters. 

Tbbasuby Depabtmbnt, June 3, 1875. 

SiB: I am in receipt of your letter of the 26th ult, submitting the 
application of Mr. Thomas Craig, tbr the free ez^try of the machinery 
of the American tug *< Walter Braman," which was burned in Canadian 
waters in 1867. 

As.it appears from Mr Craig's statement that the said machinery 
has been the subject of purchase and sale, it is liable to duty under the 
provisions of Article 477, Be vised Begulations of 1874, and the De- 
partment can afford him no relief in the premises.. 
I am, very respectfully, 

CHAS. F. CONANT, 

Acting Secretary, 
CoLLBOTOB op CUSTOMS, Detroit^ Mich. 



(2283.) 
Preserved Tamarinds — Dutiable. 

Tbbasubt Dspabtmsnt, J«n« .3, 1875. 

Sib : In reply to your letter of the 1st inst, I would state that, in 
the opinion of the Department,^ the provision, in the free list, for 
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"tamarinds'' applies only to such articles, when they are imported, 

(nsnally packed in kegs,) in their rough or natural condition, retaining 

their acid flavor, and that when they are imported, preserved in sugar 

or molasses, they are dutiable at the rate of 35 per cent, ad valorem, 

under the provision in Schedule M for "fruits preserved in sugar, 

brandy, or molasses."— (See Heyl's U. S. Import Duties, page 66 of 

Schedule.) 

1 am, very respectfully, 

CHAS. F. COifANT, 

Acting Secretary. 
CoLLBOTOB OP CUSTOMS, Ncw Bcme, N. 0. 



(2284.) 
Teasels on Small Lakes — Documenting of, 

Teeasuey Dbpaetmbnt, June 3, 1876. 

SiE: I have received your letter of the 3d ultimo, stating that west 
of your city, inland 160 miles, are several small lakes, which do not 
communicate either with the sea, the great lakes, or with any navigable 
river, and which are entirely within the State of Iowa, and that on 
these lakes are small iron propellers of about six tons burden, used for 
carrying passengers who frequent the locality for pleasure. 

In reply to your request for instructions as to the course which should 
be pursued by you in regard to the issue of marine documents, you are 
informed that it is not the practice of this Department to require' ves- 
sels of the character mentioned, and employed as aforesaid, to be doc- 
umented or inspected. Please refer to the case of the "Daniel Ball,^^ 
decided by the Supreme Court, and reported in 10th Wallace, U. S. 

Supreme Court Eeports. 

Very respectfully, 

CHAS. F. CONAKT, 

Acting Secretary, 
SuEVBYOE OP Customs, Dubuque, Iowa. 



(2286.) 

Fish Caught in Canadian Waters of the Oreat Lakes. ' 

Teeasuey Depaetment, June 4, 1876. 

Sie: I am in receipt of your letter of the 26th ultimo, inquiring 
whether fish which are caught in Canadian waters, and, after being 
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brought into the United States, are S9>lted and packed in barrels or 
packed in ice, are sabject to duty, and, if so, at what rates. 

In reply, I would state that it being assumed that the fish you refer to 
are caught from the inland lakes separating the Dominion of Canada 
from the United States,* or from the Canadian tributaries thereof, the 
same are not exempt from duty by virtue of the treaty of Washington 
of July 4, 1871, and section 2506, Be vised Statutes, in pursuance thereof, 
inasmuch as fish, the products of the inland lakes and their tributaries, 
are not admitted free of duty under said treaty and law. 

The general provisions of the tariff, hoyrever, allowing free entry of 
fresh fish for immediate consumption, would, under the ruling of the 
Department giving construction to the law, apply to fresh fish imported 
into the United States to be consumed within a short time thereafter^ 
as fresh fish. It will be observed, however, that as the question 
whether the fish are for immediate consumption can be absolutely 
verified only in the light of facts occurring after they have beenad- 
mitted to free entry and have passed from the custody of the Govern- 
ment, great care and circumspection will be required on the part of 
ofiicers of the customs to see that there is no abuse of the privilege 
conferred by the law in question. If you have any valid reason to 
believe that fish are being admitted to free entry which are not entitled 
to such privilege, you will deny free entry thereof, report the facts to 
the Department, and await further instructions. 

As regards the fish salted and packed in barrels, I have to state, 
that if, as the Department infers from your communicatiou, the fish 
are so salted and packed after importa»tion, they would, unless coming 
under some one of the special provisions for different kinds of fish, 
including that above referred to for fresh fish, be charged with duty 
at the rate of fifty cents per hundred pounds. 
I am, very respectfully, 

CHAS. F. CONANT, 

Acting Secretary. 
CoLLECTOE OP CUSTOMS, Marqmtte^ Mich. 



(2286.) 
Fees for ^Yeighing Salt. 

Tebasuby Departmbnt, June 4, 1875. 

Sib: I have received your letter of the 14tli ultimo, transmitting 
an appeal by Geo. E. Downes, of Boston, from your decision exacting 
weighing fees at the rate of 75 cents per 100 bushels on certain one 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



206 

hundred hogsheads of salt withdrawn from constmctive warehouse for 
transportation in bond to Bookpprt, Massaohasetts, by schooner <<Gorina 
M." From the appellant's letter it appears that the salt was imported 
in bark ^< Sadie" from Cadiz, and taken directly from the vessel to the 
schooner mentioned above. 

As stated in Department's letter to yon of the 13th of January last, 
'.the authority given for the withdrawal of salt from bonded warehouse 
for transportation, without the payment of fees for weighing where no 
weighing is done, was for the purpose of rendering uniform the 
practice at the several ports. The instructions were based on the fact 
that, in some cases, warehouses are supplied with conveniences for 
measuring under the superintendence of the storekeeper in charge. 
The collector of customs at "Sew York reports that it is not the practice 
to withdraw salt in bulk from the import vessel for transportation in 
bond; that, when not duty-paid on arrival, it is ;placed in warehouse 
and withdrawn. No authority has been given by the Department 
allowing withdrawals, like that in this case, to take place without the 
payment of fees, and it does not desire to extend the privilege granted 
in its letter to you of the ^h of January last, relating to the case pre- 
sented by Mr. E. J. Nickerson. 

Your decision, therefore, is affirmed. 

Veiy respectfully, 

CHAS. F. CONAKT, 

Acting Secretary. 

OOLLBOTQB OP CUSTOMS, BoBUm^ MOM. 



(2287.) 

Invoice Valuation of Merchandise Imported into the United States. 

. Tebasuby Department, June 7, 1875. 
Information has been communicated to this Department that in- 
voices of goods sent on consignment by the manufacturers abroad to 
their agents in the United States for sale, exhibit, in many instances, 
a price or value below that shown by invoices of the same description 
of goods when acquired by purchase from the manufacturers and 
shipped to the United States, by or on account of such purchasers, and 
it would seem that this discrepancy grows out of the fact that an im- 
pression largely prevails among importers that the practice referred 
to is not inconsistent with the law relating to invoices. 
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In order, therefore, to correct any possible misapprehension upon 
this subjexst, it is deemed proper to 8ta1:e, for the information of all con- 
cerned, that chapter 4 of title 34 of the Revised Statutes (section 2853) 
provides that <'ali invoices of merchandise imported from any foreign 
country shall be made in triplicate and signed by the person owning 
or shipping such merchandise, if the same has actually been purchased, 
or by the manufacturer or owner thereof, if the same has been procured 
otherwise than by purchase, or by the duly ibuthorized agent of such 
purchaser, manufacturer, or owner ^ 

It is further therein provided (section 2854) that all such invoices, 
when produced to the United States consul for certification, shall have 
endorsed thereon '^a declaration signed by the purchaser, manufac- 
turer, owner, or agent, setting forth that the invoice is in all respects 
true ; that it contains, if the merchandise mentioned therein is subject 
to ad valorem duty, and was obtained 5y purchastj a true and full 
stiUemeut of the time when and the place where the same was pur- 
chased, and [of] the actual cost thereof, and of all charges thereon; and 
that no discounts, bounties, or drawbacks are contained in the invoice 
but such as have actually been allowed thereon ; and when obtained 
in any other manner than by purcha^se, the actual market value thereof at 
the time and place when and where the same was procured or manu- 
factured, and if subject to specific duty, the actual quantity thereof; 
and that no different invoice of the merchandise, mentioned in the in- 
voice so produced, has been or will be furnished to any one." 

Said law further provides (section 2843) that ^' no merchandise sub- 
ject to ad valorem duty, belonging to a person not residing at the time 
in the United States, and who shall have actually purchased the same, 
shall be admitted to entry, unless the invoice is verified by the oath 
of the owner, or one of the owners, certifying that the merchandise 
was actually purchased for his account, or for account of himself and 
partners in the purchase; that [such] invoice contains a true and faith- 
ful account of the actual cost, [of such merchandise,] and of all charges 
thereon, and that no discounts, bounties, or drawbacks are contained 
in the invoice but such as have been actually allowed on the same." 
This oath is to be administered by a consul or commercial agent of the 
United States, or by some public officer duly authorized to administer 
oaths, in the country where the merchandise was purchased; and 
when administered by an officer other than a consul or commercial 
agent of the United States, the official certificate of the officer admin- 
istering such oath shall be authenticated by a consul or commercial 
agept of the United States. 
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Said law further provides (section 2845) that "uo merchandise sub- 
ject to ad valorem duty belonging to a person not residing at the time 
in the United States, who has not acquired the same in the ordinary 
mode of bargain and sale, or belonging to the manufacturer, in whole 
or in part of the same, shall be admitted to entry, unless the invoice 
thereof is verified by the oath of the owner, or of one of the owners, 
adihinistered and authenticated in the mode before prescribed: certi- 
fying that the invoice' contains a true and faithful account of the 
merchandise, at its fair market valuCj at the time and place when and 
where the same was procured or manufactured, as the case may be, 
and of all charges thereon, and that the invoice contains no discounts, 
bounties, or drawbacks, but such as have been actually allowed." 

Under the foregoing statement of the law this Department declares 
that the basis of invoice values is two-fold : 

Fir^t, As to merchandise acquired by purchase, the invoice must 
sfote the ac%al cost thereof^ with charges, &c. 

Second. As to merchandise acquired otherwise than by purchase, the 
invoice must exhibit the actml market value thereof at the peried of 
exportation in the principal markets of the country from whence ex- 
ported, with charges, and not merely the cost of the merchandise to 
the manufacturer or producer. The market value can^^of course, be 
determined only^ by the wholesale price ot similar articles, or articles 
as nearly similar as may be, actually sold for consumption in the 
markets of the country pf production or manufacture where sales o^ 
such articles for that purpose. are made; the price at which the same 
are sold tor exportation to the United States not necessarily controlling 
the market value for invoice purposes. 

When classes of goods are manufactured wholly for exportation to 
the United States, and are therefore not sold for consumption in the 
country of production, the foreign market value thereof is to be ascer- 
tained by taking the wholesale price at which goods most similar 
thereto are actually sold in the principal markets of such country for 
consumption. 

The following provision of law (section 2900, Eevised Statutes) is 
added for the general information of parties concerned: 

"The owner, consignee, or agent of any merchandise which has been 
actually purchased, or procured otherwise than by purchase, at the 
time and not afterward, when he shall produce his original invoice to 
the collector, and make and verify his written entry of his merchan- 
dise* may make such addition in the entry to the cost or value given 
in the invoice as in his opinion may raise the same to the actual market 
value or wholesale price of such merchandise at the period of exporta- 
tion to the United States in the principal markets of the country 
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from which the same has been imported ; and the collector within 
whose district the same may be ifnported or entered may cause such 
actual market value or wholesale price to be appraised ; and if such 
appraised value shall exceed by ten per centum or more the value so 
declared in the entry, then, in addition to the duties imposed by law 
on the same, there shall J^ collected a duty of twenty per centum ad 
valorem on such apprafsed value. The duty shall not, however, be 
assessed upon an amount less than the invoice or entered value." 

B. H. BEISTOW, 

Secretary. 

OOLLEOTOBS OF CUSTOMS, APPBATSEBS,- AND OTHEBS, 



(2288.) 
Ye9ieU not of the United Staiei. 

Tbbasubt Depabtmbnt, June 7, 1876. 

Sib : I have received your letter of the 2d instant, relative to the 
case of the barge '^ Charlie Beese," referred to in Department's letter 
of the 24th ultimo. ^ 

In support of your opinion that the vessel is entitled to the privi- 
leges of a vessel of the United States, you remark that the act of 
December 31, 1792, was considerably modified by the acts of March 3, 
1825, and June 11, 1858, and that it was still more changed by the act 
of March 12, 1812, which was evidently intended to give greater lati- 
tude in the documenting of vessels owned by aliens. 

In reply to your request that, if the Department does not approve 
your action in the premises, it shall advise you in regard to what docu- 
ments may be issued and what dues paid, you are informed that as the 
vessel is owned by an alien, and is not embraced in the provisions of 
any statute exempting certain vessels from the operation of the gene- 
ral laws relating to navigation, no documents can be issued; nor 
should dues or fees be paid unless she engage in foreign commerce, or 
proceed from place to place in ^e United States; neither can she 
enjoy any of the privileges of a vessel of the. United States. I trans- 
mit herewith for your information a cop3' oi/ a letter addressed to the 
collector of customs at Baltimore in an analogous ci^e, and invite your 
attention to the provisions of section 4377 of the Ifevised Statutes, and 
to the laws.regulating the importation of merchandise from port tio 
port in the United States in vessels not owned by citi^send thereofl 

Very respectfully, 

B. H. BEISTOW, 

Secretary. 
SUBVBYOB OP Cv&TOMS^ 8t. Lot^is^ Mo. 
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(2289.) 

Wax Matches — ClasHficatian of. 

Tbeasuby Dspabtment, June 10, 1875. 

Sib : Your letter of the 5th instant is received, further reporting on 
the appeal (1590 d) of Hill & Gooke from your decision assessing daty 
at the rate of 75 per centum ad valorem, as smokers' articles, on cer- 
tain wax matches, imported per <' Gaelic,'^ March 1, 1875. 

It appears from the special report of the appraiser, and from an 
examination of samples, that the articles in question are wax matches, 
contained in small tin boxes, similar in all respects to those which were 
the subject of Department's decision of March 8, 1870, (Synopsis, 595,) 
wherein they were held to be liable to duty at the rate of 35 per centum 
ad valorem, as claimed by the importers. 

Under these circumstances the Department sustains the appeal, and 

authorizes you to adjust the entry in accordance with such decision. 
• • • • • • • 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 
CoLLBOTOB OF CUSTOMS, New TorJc. 



(2290.) 
Church Regaiia, 

Tbeasuby Dbpabtment, June 10, 1875. 

Sib: I am in receipt of your letter of the 2d instant, submitting a 
special report from the appraiser on the application of Bev. E. Sorin, 
for the free entry of a sanctuary lamp, imported for the use of the 
Church of the Sacred Heart at Notre Dame, Indiana. 

It appearing from said report that the lamp in question is in- 
tended to have a permanent position in the church, and that it is not 
to be used in the hand in the performance of religious ceremonies, the 
Department agrees with you in the opinion that it is not entitled to 
exemption from duty as regalia, and therefore declines to grant the 
said application. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 
CoLLBOTOB OP CUSTOMS, New TorJc. 
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l22»10 

T«BASI7BY DBPABTMltNTy JW^ 11, 1870. 

Sm: Your letter of the 6th instant is received^ reporting on the 
appeal (2883 d) of George Hughes & Go. from jronr dedsion assessing 
duty at the rate of 5} o^ts per square ymtl on certain sonealled Union 
towels, imported i>ei' ^ Erin," May 5, 1876, which are claimed to be 
dutiable at the rate of 35 per centum ad valorem, as ^< manuilftctures of 
cotton not otherwise provided for.'' . 

It appears from your report, and an inspection of samples, that the 
goods, although <k)ntaining a mojdicum of flax, are bleached <9ottoup, 
counting over one hundred and undev two hundred threads to the 
square inch and costing lees than 26 cents per square yard, and there- 
fore liable to duty at the rate afoi-esaid under Department's decision of 
August 28, 1874, (Synopsis 1919,) which prescribes that *^ cotton goods 
(woven fabrics) must in all cases be classified under some one of the 
provisions in ^e first two dauseis of Schedule A of the l&evised 
Statutes^" &c. 

Your decision is hereby afilrmed. 

I am, very respectfrilly, 

B. H. BBtSTOW, 

Beerelary. 

OoLLECTOB OF GuBTOVS, ^0tc York. 



(2292.) 
Cording f Sealing^ and Branding of Merchandise. • 

Trbasuby DEPABtMBNT, June 11, 1876. 

Attention is directed to so much of the 711th Article of Gustoms 
Begulations, 1874, as prpvides that << the expense of cprding, sealing, 
and branding must be paid by the owners" of the merchandise. 

In future, officers of the customs will see that this regulation is 
strictly enforced, collecting only the actual expense incurred in the 
performance of the duty required. 

R H. BBISTOW, 

Secretary, 

GOLLBOTOBS OF GuSTOMS AND OTHERS. 
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(2393.) 

Importation of Animals for temporary use. 

Tebasxjby Dbpabtmbnt, June 12, 1875. 
The attention of the Department has been called to the fact that 
the privilege granted by the regulations issued December 8, 1866, of 
importing animals for temporary use in aid of trade and manufac- 
tures, has been abused by means of undervaluation on eutry, by the 
use of the imported animals for purposes not contemplated by said 
regulations, and by the importation of viehicles, harness, &c., not 
intended to be included in the privilege granted. 

In view of these abuses, the regulations in question are hereby 
rescinded. 

B. H. BBISTOW, 

Secretary. 

OOLLEGTOBS OF CUSTOMS, 

On the Northern^ Northeastern, and Northwestern Frontiers. 



(2294.) 
Way-hills for Goods shipped in Transit through Canada. 

Tbeasuby Dbpabtmbnt, June 14, 1875. 

Sib : Your letter of the 4th instant is received, stating that yon 
have been notified by the collector at Saspension Bridge that the 
contents of all packages of freight, destined for transit through 
Canada, must be itemized on the way-bills from which the manifests 
are made. You express your willingness to comply with all the 
requirements of the Department, but state that it will be impossible to 
accede to this request, as the shippers of goods do not furnish specific 
invoices. 

The letter of the collector to you was based on Department's com- 
munication to him of the 14th ultimo, directing him to require way- 
bills containing a <^ particular description" of the goods shipped, in 
order that manifests might be prepared accordingly, which would 
enable the ofticers at the port of entrance into the United States, of 
transit goods, to make a proper and intelligent examination of the 
contents of pars broken open during transit. 

The "particular description" intended was not an itemized state- 
ment of the goods, the Department being aware of the fact that the 
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clerical labor required in preparing itemized way-bills and manifests 
would render such a reqnirement impracticable. 

The Department, however, does consider it possible to make snch a 
specification, in a general way, as will serve to identify the various 
descriptions of goods, so as to show, for instance, that they are silk, 
linen, cotton, or woollen goods, earthen or other hardware, &c. ; and 
such a specification will hereafter be required as an essential condition 
to the privilege of the return of transit goods to the United States 
without a formal entry. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 
Wm. F. Staunton, Esq., 

Secretary Merchants Despatch Transportation Co., 

yo. 335 Broadway J New York. 



(2205.) 

Sick or Disabled Seamen cannot be Reimbursed from the Marine-Hospital 
Fund for expenses incurred by themselves. 

Tbbastjby Dbpabtment, June 14, 1875. 

Gentlemen: Beferring to your letter of the 8th inst., master of 
schooner '^Emma G. Babcock," of Philadelphia, for reimbursement in 
the snm of twenty- five dollars expended by him at Femandina, Florida, 
in payment of bill of Surgeons Horsey and Palmer for reducing a disloca- 
tion of his (Oapt. Tomlin's) left shoulder — the accident occuring while 
the vessel was proceeding to sea, and the absence of the surgeon in 
charge of the marine hospital in that district being stated as the reason 
for employing said surgical aid— I have to say that Article 950, Cus- 
toms Begulations, 1874, provides as follows: 

<' Sick or disabled seamen cannot be reimbursed from the hospital 
fund for expenses incurred by themselves, and in the case of seamen 
taken sick during a voyage or engagement there can be^no repayment 
of ex))enses incurred by the vessel, or any form of relief other than can 
be afforded by hospital arrangements already existing at any port." 

The claim of Oapt. F. H. Tomlin is therefore not allowed. 

Respectfully, 

0. F. CONANT, 

Asst Secretary. 
Messrs. Lathbury, Steably & Co., 

Agents Schooner " Emma C. Babceck^^ 

121 Walnut street^ Philadelphia, Pa. ^ 
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(22960 
yamefof Veueit. 

Tbeasuby Dbpabtmbnt, June 14, 1875. 

Sir: I hare reoeived your letter of the 12th inst, relative to the 
steamboat <^ Petalama." 

Yoa are infonned that the Department does not eonsider that the 

painting of the words <<pf Sancelito" in large letters on the wheel- 

hoase of the steamer under t^e name thereof^ was in violation of the 

laws relating to the naming of vessels. 

Very respectftilly, 

B. H. BBISTOW, 

8eeretary. 
W. G. MoEBis, Esq., 

Speoiai Agent^ Treasury j San FraneieeOj OaL 



(2297.) 
Aliens — Licenses for. 

Tbeasuby Dbpabtmbnt, June 14, 1875. 

Sm: I am in receipt of your letter of the 8th instant, complaining of 
the opposition which you allege exists against your holding a United 
States license as captain or engineer of your tag-boats, on the ground- 
as I understand your letter — ^that you are not a citizen of the United 
States, and in which yon seek the opinion of this Department upon 
the q^uestion as to whether or not an alien can be licensed as master or 
engineer of a steam-vessel under the laws of the United States. 

In reply, you are informed that, ae^ an alien, you eannot be legally 
licensed by the United States inspectors to serve in the capacity of 
master of an American steam-vessel under any circumstances. But, 
uuder the act of Congress of April 17, 1874, you may be licensed to 
serve as an engineer or pilot upon any steam- vessel subject to the Uni- 
ted States.inspection laws, provided you have declared your intention 
to become a.citizen of the United States, and have been a i>ermanent 
resident of the United States for at least six months immediately prior 
to the granting of such license; but not o^^erwise, 

I enclose to you herewith a circular issued by this Department rela- 
tive to tlie licensing of aliens as pilots and engineers. 

Very respectfully, 

OHAS. F. CONANT, 

Assistant Secretary. 

ED. F. Eittob, Esq., Man. dk Supt Oak Point MineSj 

Chariest on J 8.0. 
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(2298.) . 
Colored Tarlatam — Ola8tifleati4m of. 

Tbbasuby DEPiJfcTMENT, June 15, 1875. 

Sib: Yoar letter of the 27th of March last is received, transmitting 
the appeal (1347 d) of Eatz & Baruett from your decision assessing duty 
as the rates of 5^ cents per sqnare yard (less 10 per cent.) on bleached 
and 5^ cents per sqnare yard and 20 per centum ad valorem (less 10 
per cent.) on colored tarlatans, impoVted per " Oberon,'' January 11, 1875. 

Since its letter to you of the 24th of February last,' the Department 
has carefully considered the question as to the dutiable character ol 
cotton tarlatans, and has arrived at the conclusion (although the ques- 
tion is not entirely free from doubt) that they cannot properly be con- 
sidered as countable cottons, or assimilating to the description of goods 
specified in the first two clauses of Schedule ^' A " of the Revised Stat- 
utes, but that jthey should be classified, as they are similar to the << net- 
tings, open linings, etc.,'' specified in Department's decision of August 
28, 1874, (Synopsis 1919,) under the general clause of such schedule 
for "all other manufacturers of cotton not otherwise provided for," at 
a duty of 35 per centum ad valorem, and as the importation in ques- 
tion was made prior to March 3, 1875, with 10 per centum reduction. 

This view was taken in a letter dated the 27th ultimo, addressed to 
the collector at Chicago, and was adopted after ascertaining that it 
accorded with the practice in the premiste at the ports of New York, 
Boston, and Philadelphia. 

You are therefore authorized to reliquidate the entry accordingly, 

and to take the necessory steps for refunding the excess of duties 

exacted. 

• •#•### 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BBISTOW, 

Secretary, 
GoLLEOTOB OP CUSTOMS, ifetT Orleans^ La. 



(2299.) 
Paint in Tubes — Classification of. 

Tbjbasuby Depabtment, June 15, 1875. 

SiB: Your letter of. the 11th of March last was duly received, re- 
questing the views of the Department as to the rate of duty properly 
attaching on importations of blanc fixe, white ^ead, and other paints, 

Vj 
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pat up in Bmall tnbes, intended for artists' use, and generally known 
as '^ artists' colors." 

Sohednle M of the Bevised Statutes imposes doty as follows : 

On blanc fixe, enamelled white, satin white, lime white, and all 
combinations of bary tes with acids or water, 3 cents per pound ; lead, 
white or red, and litharge, dry or ground in oil, 3 cents per pound ; 
ochre, ground in oil, $1 50 per one hundred pounds; ultra marine, 6 
cents per pound; umber, 50 cents per one hundred pounds; wood 
lake, Venetian red; vermil 6n, chrome yellow, rose pink, Dutch pink, 
and paints and painters' colors, (except white and red lead and oxide 
of zinc,) 25 per cent, ad valorem. 

In the opinion <>f the Department, these articles, when put up in 
tubes in the manner before mentioned, are more propeily subject to 
the duty of 25^ per cent, imposed on ^< painters' colors," the specific 
duty being chargeable only when the 'airticles are imported in the 
ordinary form and for ordinary purposes. 

White and red lead and oxide of zinc are, however, by Schedule 
M, excluded from the classification of painters' colors, and are there- 
fore subject to thf specific duty provided therefor, no matter in what 
form imported. 

You will therefore be, governed accordingly. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BBISTOW, 

8eoreUMry. 

SuBVBYOB OP Customs, St. LouiSy Mo. 



(2300.) 
Oampaund Oood9 which can be separated— Glas9ifioatian of. 

Tbeasuby Dbpartment, June 16, 1875. 

Sib : I am in receipt of your report of the 19th ultimo, in which 
you inquire as to the proper dutiable classification of certain wooden 
blocks and iron bolts, to be used in repairing the Grand Trunk rail- 
road between Island Pond and Portland. 

It being understood that the bolts are readily severable from the 
blocks, the Department is of opinion that the last paragraph of 
Article 482 of the Customs Begulations is applicable to the case, and 
that the portion composed of wood should be classified for duty as 
a manufacture of wood, at the rate of 35 per cent, ad valorem, while 
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the bolts, understood to be of wrought irou, should pay a duty of 

2i cents per pound. 

The collectors of customs at Burlington, Vermont, and Portland 

Maine, have this day been instructed accordingly. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRI3TOW, 

8eoreUiry. 
A. M. Barney, Esq., Special Agentj Inland Pandj Vt. 



(2301.) 
Lobiters and Fush in tin cans. 

Tbeasuby Dbpabtment, June 16, 1875. 

Sib : I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 
7th instant, calling my attention to your previous communication, 
under date of the 24th of April last, in relation to the impositipn of 
duty on canned lobsters imported from Canada and Prince Edward's 
island, and also of that u|K)n tin cans containing lobsters and other 
fresh fish imported into the United States. 

With your note of April 24 was enclosed copy of a communication 
from the British Minister, dated the 15th, presenting, first, the case of 
a supposed infraction, at the port of Philadelphia, of the Treaty of 
Washington, and of the act of Congress carrying the same into effect; 
and secondly, the question to which you refer relative to duty on tin 
cans, and you desire, before replying to the Minister, an expression of 
my views and opinions regarding the questions referred to. 
• ••••#• 

Beferring to the second question presented, viz: whether the tin cam 
containing lobster and other fresh fish imported into the United States 
from Canada are properly subjected to the duty of one and one-half 
cents imposed by the act of February 8, 1875, 1 have to remark that 
the British Minister, in his letter of the 15th of April, concedes the 
fact that said duty is imposed in accordance with the proviso con- 
tained in the 4th section of said act, and which is in the following 
words, viz : 

^^ Provided, That cans or packages, made of tin or other material, 
containing fish of any kind, admitted free of duty under any existing 
law or treaty, not exceeding one quart in contents, shall be subject to 
a duty of one cent and a half ' on each can or package; and when ex- 
ceeding one quart, shall be subject to an additional duty of one cent 
and a half for each additional quart or fractional part thereof." 
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He then proceeds to argae that sach enactment is entirely contrary 
to the spirit of the provision of article 21 of the Treaty of Washington, 
which provides reciprocally for t)ie free admission of fish of all kinds 
(except fish of the inland lakes, &c.) into either country, and he adds, 
after recapitulating his reasons for deeming the legislation referred to 
an infraction of the treaty, that no duty is levied in Canada upon tin 
cases (cans) containing fish, the produce of the United States. 

In support of the view advocated by the British Minister, he says : 

" I presume that the imposition of this duty is in accordance with 
the proviso at the end of the 4th section of the act of Congress of 
February 8, 1875, which enacts * that cans or packages made of tin or 
other material, coutaiuiug fish of any kind, admitted free of duty under 
any existing law or treaty, not exceeding one quart in contents, shall 
be subject to a dnty of one cent and a half on each can or package.' 
But I must be allowed to observe that this enactment seems to me to 
be entirely contrary to the spirit of the provision of the 2l8t article of 
the treaty above mentioned, which provides for the free admission of 
fish of all kinds into each country. 

" The tin can, which contains lobster and other fresh fish, is not like 
other packages or vessels containing duty-free articles, upon which 
packages or vessels, such as carboys, casks, barrels, &c., duty is levied; 
for these are, when emptied, saleable and useful articles; whilst the 
tin cans containing fish are necessary to the preservation of the con- 
tents, but when opened are necessarily destroyed and are unsaleable 
and useless. 

^^ I should hesitate to believe that this particular proviso of the act of 
Congress of February 8, 1875, was especially directed against the fish 
preserved in cans, the produce of the Dominion of Canada or of 
Prince Edward's Island, imported into the United States, and which is 
freed from duty by the treaty of 1871; I am not, however, aware that 
there is any other foreign-caught fish which is admitted free of duty, 
and it would therefore appear that it is only fish, the produce of the 
Dominion of Canada and of Prince Edward's Island, which sufters 
from this duty, whilst on the other hand no duty is levied in Canada 
upon tin cases containing fish, the produce of the United States." 

Whatever may be the justice or force of this statement, as affecting the 
question practically submitted by the British Minister, to wit, whether 
the legislation referred to is, or is not, in contravention of the letter or 
spirit of the treaty, I regard an expression of my opinion thereon, in 
advance of a request from Congress calling upon me for the same, as 
unwarrantable and premature. The fact that Congress has imposed a 
duty upon the article in question is undisputed, and that it has so 
done, by an expression of its will, embodied in an act passed subse- 
quently to the promulgation of the treaty, leaves the Secretary of the 
Treasury no alternative but to enforce the collection of such duty in 
accordance therewith. 

It is a familiar principle of construction that repeals bV implication 
are not favored, and since we give to a treaty the effect of law, this 
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rale of coiistraction is applied by us to treaties as well as to statutory 
enactments. For this reason I woald be slow to so construe an act of 
Congress of doubtful construction as to do violence to a treaty stipula- 
tion; but in this case, namely, whether the act of Oongress imposes 
duty on the tin cans, the language seems to be so clear as to admit of 
no doubt, and, therefore, there is no room for construction. 

If, therefore, the question intended to be submitted by your letter of 
April 24th for my consideration is, whether the proviso contained in 
tiie act of February 8, 1876, above referred to, is or is not an infraction 
of the Treaty of Washington, I must, for the reasons above indicated, 
respectfully decline any further expression of my views on the subject. 

K, on the other hand, the question which you desire to present is, 
whether I consider the assessment of duty on tin cans, containing fish 
imported under the treaty, to be required by existing law, I have no 
hesitation in answering that question in the afiSrmative. 
I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BEISTOW, 

Secretary. 

Hon. Hamilton Fish, 

Secretary of State^ Washington^ D. 0. 



(2302.) 
American. Carboys returned from abroad — Free, 

Tbeasubt Dbpabtmbkt, June 16, 1875. 

Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 11th instant, enclosing copy of dispatch (No. 18) from the United 
States consul at Quebec, requesting information relative to the dutiable 
character of empty carboys shipped from the United States contain- 
ing sulphuric acid of domestic manufacture and returned to the United 
States empty. 

In regard thereto, I have to state that the free list of the Revised 
Statutes provides that carboys of American manufacture, exported 
filled with American produce, shall be admitted free of duty, provided 
declaration be filed, at time of expoijb, of intent to return the same 
empty, under such regulations as shall be prescribed by the Secretary 
of the Treasury. (See Heyl's Tariff, par. 1468.) 

The act of June 6, 1872, contained a similar provision, and I enclose 
a circular of this Department dated August 1, 1872, issued to carry 
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into efiect the provisions of said act upon the subject, which may be 
regarded as applicable to the similar provision in the Eevised Statutes. 
Carboys of foreign manufacture, exported and returned under such 
circumstances, are liable to a duty of 35 per cent, ad valorem. 
(Heyl,946.) 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BEISTOW, 

Secretary. 
Hon. J. L, Oadwaladbr, 

Acting Secretary of State, Washingtanj D. O. 



(2303.) 

OonsuUir Certificates of Desertions. 

Tbeasubt Dbpabtmbnt, June 17, 1875. 
' Sib : Beferring to your letter of the 2d instant, I returii herewith 
the six consular certificates jenclosed therein. 

It is found, on examination, that the consular certificates of deser- 
tions, of which you suggest that duplicates should be forwarded to 
shipping commissioners, seem to contain other particulars than the 
mere date and fact of desertion, which particulars are given by way of 
information merely, founded on voluntary statements of the masters. 
This Department is doubtful, therefore, of the propriety of requesting 
the issue of instructions to consuls to forward duplicates as you desire, 
to be used as official evidence on which claims may be based for spe- 
cific sums supposed to be due from the masters of vessels, and deems 
it best to await further legislation by Congress before taking any 
action to change the present mode of procedure in regard to tlie 
matteh 

Very respsctfully, 

B. H. BEISTOW, 

Secretary. 
Chables C. Duncan, Esq., 

U. S. Shipping Commissioner j 187 Cherry street. New TorJc, N. Y, 
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(2304.) 
Tannage TaOm 

Tbbasubt Depabtment, June 17, 1875.. 

SiB: I have received yoar letter of the 15th inst., iuformiDg me that 
the qaestion is presented by the collectors of ports in New Jersey, 
whether a tax of six cents per ton should be imposed on all vessels 
employed in the coasting trade or fiotieties, before the issne of license; 
and that an authoritative statement from this Department in regard to 
the matter appears to be required. 

By referring to the published decisions of the Department for Feb- 
ruary, and to the copy enclosed herewith of a letter upon the subject, 
addressed to the collector of customs at Portsmouth, New Hampshire, 
on the 25th of April, you will find that the Department has already 
decided that Congress did not impose the tax in question. 

Very respectfully, 

B. H. BBISTOW, 

Secretary. 
LoBHf BLODaETT, Esq., 

General Appraiser^ Pkiladelphiaj Fa. 



(2305.) 
I$9ue of Marine DoeumenU. 

Tbsasuby Depabtmbnt, June 17, 1875. 

SiB: I have received your letter of the 15th instant, stating that the 
Collector of Customs at Pensacola, Fla., accepted the surrender of an 
enrolment and of a license of a vessel, a month before their expiration, 
and in lieu thereof, issued a temporary enrolment and license; and 
transmitting an explanatory letter from the collector,- in which he states 
that his action was based on the fact that the surrendered papers 
would have expired before the completion of the voyage of the vessel. 

In reply to your question whether the course pursued by the collector 
was lawful, you are informed that it was illegal, and baa been expressly 
prohibited by general regulations of the Department. ^Proceedings 
should have been taken under the authority given in Department's Cir- 
cular of May 1, 1874, or a temporary register should have been fur- 
nished. I will thank you to apprise the collector of this decision. 

Very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary, 
Hon. John Alj^ison, 

Begister of the Treasury. 
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(2306.) 
Manufaetures of Mexican Onyx — VlasHfication of. 

Tbeasubt Depabtment, June 19, 1875. 

Sib : Your letter of tbe 12th instant is received, transmitting the 
appeal (3460 d) of E. GoUon, from your decision assessing dnty at the 
rate of 50 per centum ad valorem, on certain so-called manufactures of 
Mexican onyx, imported per ^^Cnba," on the 2d instant. 

It appears, from the special report of the appraiser, and on examina- 
tion of samples, that the merchandise consists of polished and finished 
table tops and paper weights, manufactured from the so-called onyx; 
that such material is a stone similar to marble in quality and appear- 
ance, and is found in large quantities in the quarries in Mexico, (it 
also being called, in the certificate produced by the importer, "Tecali 
marble,") and that under no circumstances is it considered, in com- 
merce, as a ** precious stone." 

Under these circumstances, the Pepartment rejects the claim of the 
importers, that the goods are dutiable as precious stones, and decides 
that, as they bear a similitude, in material, quality, and in the use to 
which they are applied, to manufactures of marble, they were properly 
classified by you, as such, under and by virtue of section 2499 of the 
Eevised Statutes. 

Your decision is affirmed. The invoice is herewith returned. 

I am, very respec^tfully, 

B. H. BBISTOW, 

Secretary. 
OoLLBCTOB OP CUSTOMS, New Orleans^ La. 



(2307.) 
Cheese-Box Moops — Duty on. 

Tbeasuby Depabtmbnt, June 22, 1875. 

Sib : Your letter of the 14th inst. is received, transmitting the appeal 
(3495 d) of H. E. Bullock, from your decision assessing duty at the rate 
of 35 per cent, ad valorem, on certain cheese-box hoops imported into 
your port from Canada, on the 29th ult. 

You report that the hoops in question are eight inches wide and 
one-fourth of an inch thick, and are manufactured by being shaved to 
a point, ready to be bent and tacked together so as to form the body 
of a cheese box. 
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The question as to the classification of sach merchandise was hereto- 
fore considered by the Department, and it was held, on the 9th of May, 
1874, (not published,) that cheese-box materials, including the hoops, 
were dutiable at the rate of 35 per cent ad valorem, as manufactures 
of wood not otherwise provided for. 
Your decision is therefore affirmed. 

I am, very respectfully, 

C. F. BURNAM, 

Asst Secretary. 
CoLLEGTOB OF CUSTOMS, Detroit^ Mich. 



(2308.) 
MaU Liquors — Allowance for Brealca^e, 

Treasury Dbpabtivient, June 23, 1875. 

Sib : Your letter of the 12th of April last is received, transmitting 
the appeal (1829 d) of P. E. Brulatour from your decision assessing 
duty, without an allowance of 5 per centum for breakage, on certain 
ale in bottles, imported per " Memphis," April 1, 1875. 

The question as to whether the allowance of 5 per centum in lieu of 
breakage, under the provision in section 2 of the act of February 8, 
1875, should apply to malt liquors in bottles, has been duly considered, 
and the Department has arrived at the conclusion, after receiving 
reports from the collector and appraiser at the ports of New York, 
Philadelphia, and Boston, and from the appraiser at Baltimore, all . 
tending to sustain this view, that Congress, by inserting the word 
"liquors," in addition to the words "distilled spirits," in such proviso, 
intended to include malt liquors, which comprise ale, beer, and porter. 
This result was evident from previous legislation, (see Schedule D of 
the Revised Statutes,) ale, beer, and porter being classified under the 
general provision for liquors. 

The Department, therefore, sustains the said appeal, and authorizes 
you to adjust the entry by allowing the 5 per eentum in lieu of break- 
age, and, if necessary, to forward a certified statement for a refund of 
the duties exacted in excess. 

1 am, very respectfully, 

OHAS. F. OONANT, 

Acting Secretary. 

CoLLBOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Kew Orleans, La. 
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' (2309.) 
Bar Filot$ are *' 8eamm/^ and subject to Hospital IHtes. 

Tbeasuby Depabtmbnt, Jun^ 23, 1875. 

Sib: In reply to joar letter of the 27th ult, a copy of the opinion of 
the Solicitor of the Treasury upon the question submitted is herewith 
enclosed, and, in accordance therewith, you are directed to collect from 
bar pilots, hospital dues in the same manner as from other seamen. 

EespectfuUy, 

0. F. BUENAM, 

Assistant Seci'etary. 
Dbputy Oollegtob of Customs, Oeorgetoion, 8. (7. 



(2310.) 

Care and Treatment by the Marine- Hospital Service of Certain Classes of 
Sick and Disabled Seamen not subject to HovpHal Tax. 

Tbeasuby Dbpabtment, June 23, 1875. 

In accordance with an act entitled << An act to promote economy and 
efficiency in the Marine-Hospital Service," approved March 3, 1875, the 
following regulations for the admission of certain classes of seamen to 
the benefits of the U. S. Marine-Hospital Service are hereby estab- 
lished — with the concurrence of the Honorable the Secretary of State, 
so far as relates to sick and disabled seamen from foreign ports ; of the 
Honorable the Secretary of War, so far as relates to seamen employed 
on vessels of the Engineer Corps of the Army ; and of the Honorable 
the Secretary of the Navy, so far as relates to the sick and disabled of 
that service : 

Sick and disabled destitute American seamen from foreign ports 
will be admitted to U. S. marine-hospitals for care and treatment upon 
application of U. S. consular officers. 

Sick and disabled seamen employed on vessels of the Engineer Corps 
of the Army, on vessels of the Kavy, and on vessels of the Coast Sur- 
vey and Light-house Service will be admitted to the benefits of the 
Marine-Hospital Service upon application of their respective command- 
ing officers. 

You are, therefore, directed to issue permits for hospital relief to 
seamen of the vessels above enumerated, in accordance with the fore- 
going, and to render separate accounts for their treatment and main- 
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tenance, in order that reimbnrseinents of the actaal expenses incurred 
may be made to the marine-hospital fund. 

The rate of charge for the care of such seamen in U. S. marine hos- 
pitals, Class 1, will be fixed from time to time by the Secretary of the 
Treasury for each hospital separately. 

CHAS. F. CON ANT, 

Acting Secretary. 
Customs Officebs and Surgeons 

OF THE U. S. Marine-Hospital Service. 



(2311.) 
Samples — Free entry of. 

Treasury Department, June 24, 1875. 

Gentlemen : Your letter of the 2l8t instant, enclosing one addressed 
to you by T. Morson & Son, of London, is received, requesting infor- 
mation relative to the dutiable character of certain samples of chemical 
and pharmaceutical preparations which those gentlemen desire to send 
to Boston for exhibition at the College of Pharmacy in September 
next. 

You state that it is not now known whether the samples will ulti- 
mately be returned to the makers, or be presented to the College of 
Pharmacy, or be sold to pay expenses. 

In reply I have to state — 

1st. That '* samples," as such, have the privilege of free entry only 
when of no recognized or actaal commercial value. 

2d. Articles which may be imported without payment of duty for 
exhibition by associations organized for the promotion of science, art, 
or industry are limited to statuary, paintings, and photographic 
pictures. (HeyPs Tariff, 1812.) 

3d. If the samples are to be given to said college, to remain as the 
permanent property thereof, and a definite arrangement to that effect 
shall be made before importation, I am of opinion that upon that fact 
being proven to the satisfaction of the collector of customs at Boston, 
they may be admitted free under the law which exempts from duty 
'^ philosophical and scientific apparatus, instruments and preparations 
specially imported in good faith for the use of any society or institu- 
tion incorporated or established for philosophical, educational, scien. 
tific, or literary purposes or encouragement of the fine arts, and not 
intended for sale."— (1708.) 
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4th. If not intended for the use of said college, such samples could 
not be removed from the custody of the customs officefj* without pay- 
ment of duty whether ultimately to be sold in the United States to 
pay expenses, or to be returned to the makers. 

A copy of this letter will be furnished to the collector of customs at 
Boston for his official information. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 
Messrs. Theodore Mbtcalf & Co., 

No. 39 Tremont Streetj Boston. 



(2312.) 
Brawhack on Sugar a/nd Syrup. 

Tbeasuby Department, June 26, 1875. 

Sir: On (he exportation of sugar and syrup produced from im- 
ported melada^ paying a duty of 1^ cents per pound and 25 per 
cent, in addition thereto, drawback will be allowed at the following 
rates: 

On sugar, at 2^ cents per pound. 

On syrup, at 5| cents per gallon. 

The drawback on sugar to be subject to a retention of 1 per centum, 
and the drawback on syrup to a retention of 10 per centum. 

The rate of 5| cents per gallon of syrup, representing an addition 
of 25 per cent, to the former rate of 4J cents per gallon, is adopted 
provisionally, until the question of an increased rate on this product, 
now pending, is fully considered and finally decided by the Depart- 
ment. 

Very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 

OOLLEOTOR OF CUSTOMS, New Fork. 
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(12313.) 

Steam Plea^re Boats — Inspection of, 

Teeasuby Department, June 26, 1875. 

Sib: Beferring to your communication of the 21st instant, you are 
informed that such a steam-vessel as you describe, to be employed as 
stated by you, (as a pleasure boat,) must be inspected as provided by 
section 4426, United States Bevised Statutes, viz: Theliull and boiler 
must be inspected, and such other provisions of law for the better 
sectirity of life as may be applicable, to such a vessel, must be com- 
plied with before a certificate of inspection can be granted. It is also 
required that the engineer and pilot shall be licensed. 
Very respectfully, 

CHAS. F. OONAIi^T, 

Assistant Secretary. 
John Hausb, iSsq., Terre HautCy Ind. 



(2314.) 
Cancellation of Uxport Bonds — Proofs required. 

Tbeastjby Department, June 28, 1875. 

Sib : I transmit herewith a communication, dated the 19th instant, 
fit)m James E. Prindle, stating that, under Department circular of May 
26, 1875, modifying the Eegulations of March 30, 1875, you require 
consular certificate, in addition to that of the consignee, as proof of 
landing abroad, for cancellation of export bonds. 

Your construction of the circular is correct; but as such a require- 
ment will be a source of unnecessary expense and annoyance to ship- 
pers, and is only necessary in cases of exportation across the seas, 
where the certificates (F6rms 173-176, Customs Eegulations, 1874) are 
requited to cancel direct export bonds, article 31 of the Regulations of 
March 30, 1875, is hereby further modified in the case of goods exported 
to the British North American Possessions, so as to allow, at the option 
of the parties giving the bond, the presentation and acceptance, as 
proof of landing abroad, of Form 184, In lieu of Forms 173-176, Cus- 
toms Regulations of 1874. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 

CoLLBOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Burlington^ Yt. 
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(2315.) 

Furs brought hy Indiaitsfrom British North America and sold to Traders 

in United /States, 

Treasury Department, June 28, 1875. 

Sir: I am Id receipt of your letter of the 18th ultimo, inquiring 
whether robes, peltries, &c., brought by Indians from British North 
America and sold to traders on this side of the boundary line, are 
exempt from doty under the following circumstances, as stated in your 
letter : 

" Some American traders have established two trading posts on the 
Marias river, about twenty miles on this side of the line, and have 
been engaged during the winter in trading whiskey, beads, cloths, &c., 
to Indians from British America for robes, peltries, &c. This branch 
of business is on the increase, owing to the Canadian mounted police 
presence in British America, and their activity in suppressing the 
whiskey trade. Now these traders raise the point, these goods were 
traded for on American soil, and the Indians being allowed to come to 
and fro from one country to another at their pleasure, and all of these 
robes being purchased from, these Indians, they are not dutiable." 

In reply I have to state, that under section 105 of the act of March 
2, 1799, (reproduced in section 2515, Eevised Statutes,) and article 471 
of the Customs Begulations, issued in pursuance thereof, peltries, in 
limited quantities, may be brought by Indians from adjacent foreign 
possessions without payment of duties. 

The language of the statute is as follows : 

"Sec. 2615. That no duty shall be levied or collected on the impor- 
tation of peltries brought into the Territories of the United States, 
nor on the proper goods and effects, of whatever nature, of Indians 
passing or repassing the boundary line aforesaid, unless the same be 
goods in bales or other large packages unusual among Indians, which 
shall not be considered as goods belonging to Indians, nor be entitled 
to the exemption from duty aforesaid." 

It does not appear that the Department has heretofore detlnM, with 
precision, what should be the limitation, in quantity, of peltries or 
furs so introduced into this country ; but it has been held that the 
privilege extends only to the Indians who actually took br manufac- 
tured the furs, the practical effect of such. rule being to limit the 
quantity to what might fairly be j)resumed to have been actually taken 
or manufactured by the Indian or Indians, bringing the same from 
adjacent foreign territory. As a consequence of such ruling, all such 
goods brought into this country by Indians, which have been actually 
purchased or procured by them from other parties, would be subject 
to duty, a reasonable allowance being made for such as are fairl3^ 
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eDtitled to be considered personal effects iu actual use, which are 
entitled, as such, to free entry. 

This limitation, however, is liable to evasion, and circumstances 
must determine whether there is or is not reasonable ground to 
suspect that the quantity of furs, peltries, &c., brought over the line 
by an Indian or Indians, in any particular case, is excessive. If you 
should be clearly of opinion that it is, it would be proper for you to 
regard the same as a dutiable importation, and to detain it for proper 
entry and payment of the duties legally accruing thereon. 

Beyond this, the Department can give no definite instructions, but 
must leave you to the exercise of a sound discretion under law and 
regulations, including the general views of the Department as above 
set forth. 

Respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary, 
Collector of Customs, Eelena^ Montana Ter. 



(2310.) 
Departure Fermits, 

Teeasuby Department, June 28, 1875. 

The attention of the Department has been called to the fact that 
officers of the customs appear to entertain doubt whether they should 
concinue to observe article 258 of the General Regulations of 1874, 
requiring masters of vessels carrying passengers to file in certain cases 
a list of such passengers, verify the same by oath, and obtain a permit 
from the collector of customs to depart. Such officers are informed 
that sckition 4 of the act of July 4, 1864, appears to have been omitted 
from the Revised Statutes, and that the portion of the article aforesaid 
which is based upon that section will be no longer observed. The pro- 
visions of said article relating to the exhibition on vessels of a synopsis 
of the laws governing the carriage of passengers have been modified 
by the provisions of section 4494 of the Revised Statutes, to which 
your attention is invited. 

Very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary, 

Collectors of Customs Ain> others. 
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(2317.) 
Old Boiler Sr-Use of, 

Tb£Asuby Depabtmsnt, June 28, 1875. 

Sib : Beferring to yoar letter of the 2l8t instant, in which you pre- 
sent the question whether you can lawfully use in a steam flat-boat 
you are about to build a certain boiler manufactured in August, 1871, 
and since that time used only for a period of about forty days, you are 
informed that this boiler does not come within the rule permitting the 
transfer of boilers and machinery, when in good Qondition, from old to 
new vessels, and cannot, therefore, be lawfully used as contemplated. 

It is stated for your information that every plate used in the con- 
struction of boilers put on board any steam-vessel since February 28, 
1872, (except in the case of boilers built prior to that date, and trans- 
ferred to new vessels under the rule above referred to,) is required by 
law to be stamped with the name of the manufacturer thereof, the 
place where manufactured, and the number of pounds tensile strain it 
will bear to the sectional square inch. 

Very respectfully, 

OHAS. F. CONANT, 

Aesutant Secretary. 
G. H. Pleasange, Esq., 

67 Biver Street^ Cleveland^ Ohio. 



(2318.) 
Copies of Productions of American Artists residing abroad. 

Tbeasuby Dbpabtmbnt, June 29, 1875. 

SiB: I am in receipt of your letter of the 18th ultimo, in which you 
Inquire whether, << under the provisions of section 2505 of the Bevised 
Statutes, Mrs. Powers, the widow and executrix of the estate of Hiram 
Powers, deceased, or Mr. Preston Powers, the son of said deceased, or 
any American artist, or all or any of them, being American citizens, is 
or are entitled to import, free of duty, copies of the ideal works of art 
of the late Hiram Powers, (such copying being legally authorized,) 
and, if so, what the certificate of the consul or minister of the United 
States should contain." 

In reply I would state, that the provision of law referred to, author- 
izes the free entry of works of art, the production of American artists, 
and the copies referred to in your letter, if actually made by American 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



231 

artists, woald be eotitled to free entry, the fact of siich production 
being shown by the declaration of such artist, verified by a consul or 
minister of the United States. 

The mere fact of importation by American artists, the copies being 
the actual w^k of aliens, would not exempt the same from payment of 
duty, nor does the fact that they are copies of the productions of an 
American artist, unless coupled with the fact that the copying is 
actually done by an American artist, entitle them to free entry. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 



Hbnby M. Bakeb, Esq., 

P. 0. Box 467, Washington, D. C. 



Secretary. 



(2319.) 

Painted Glass Lantern Slides — Duty on, 

l^EASUBY Depabtment, June 29, 1875. 

SiB: Your letter of the 24th instant is received, transmitting the 
appeal (3725 d) of E. L. Wilson, from your decision assessing duty at 
the rate of 40 per cent, ad valorem, on certain glass lantern slides, im - 
ported per ^^ Illiuois," March 4, 1875, which are claimed to be dutiable 
at the rate of 20 per cent., as photographs on glass. 

You report that the appraiser returned the goods to be iwt photo- 
graphs, but paintings on glass, very poorly executed. 

Such being the case, it is unu^essary at this time to consider the 
question as to what duty photographs on glass would be liable to, under 
existing laws, as paintings on glass are specially provided for, at a 
duty of 40 per cent, ad volorem, in Schedule B (Heyl, 947) of the 
Bevised Statutes. 

Your decision is hereby affirmed. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 
GoLLBOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Philadelphia, Pa. 

17 
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(2320.) 
Stowage of Oil or Spirits of Turpentine. 

Teeasuby Department, June 29, 1875. 

Sir; Referring to your letter of the 14th instant, it is suggested that 
" a secure part of the vessel" for the stowage of oil or spirits of tur- 
pentine will be such a position as will secure it as far as possible from 
the danger of fire ; but in view of the varied construction And arrange- 
ment of vessels it is impossible for the Department to point out to you 
the exact locality, and you are therefore referred to the inspectors of 
steamboats at your port, who will advise you in each particular case 
submitted to their examination. 

Yery respectfully, 

CHAS. F. OONANT, 

Assistant Secretary, 
P. 0. Trbnholm, Esq., CJtarleston, S. C. 



(2321.) 
Importation through the Mails, 

Treasury Department, June 29, 1875. 

Sir: 
• • • • • • • 

I may add that the importation of dutiable articles into the United 
States by means of newspapers or letters through the mails, has no 
sanction in law, and, if attempted with intent to evade the payment ^f 
duties, subjects the articles to forfeiture, and the parties making such 
attempt, or knowingly receiving such articles, to prosecution for the 
penalties provided by law. 

I am, ver}^ respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 
Hon. George M. Robeson, 

Secretary of the Navy, Washington^ D, C. 
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(2322.) 

TontMge Tax to be Levied on Belgian and other Foreign VeueU. 

Tbeasuby Dspastmekt, June 30, 1875. 
Sib : Keferring to the instructions from this Departinent aathoriz^ 
ing the exemption from the tax on tonnage of steam- vessels engaged 
in regular navigation between the United Stat^ and Belgium, the 
United States and Bremen, and the United States and Sweden, you 
are informed that the right to such exemption ceased with the tem|i- 
nation of the treaty with Belgium of 1858, pursuant to a notice com- 
municated to the Government of that Kingdom by the President, and 
that from the first proximo the tax aforesaid should be levied on all 
such vessels. Please acknowledge the receipt of this communication. 

Very respectfully, 

OHAS. F. OONANT, 

Assistant Secretary. 
CoLLBCTOR OF CUSTOMS, New York. 



(2323.) 
8aU Withdrawn from Warehouse for Salting Seines^Dutiable. 

Tbeastjby Depabtmiu^t, June 30, 1875. 

Sib : I am in receipt of your report of the 9th instant, with its 
enclosure, further in regard to the question raised by you whether 
under the provision in the act of June 6, 1872, (Revised Statutes 3022,) 
allowing salt to be withdrawn without payment of duty when used for 
curing fish, the same privilege extends to salt used in salting the seines 
with which the fish are caught, such process, it appears, being indis- 
pensable, from day to day, in order to preserve the seines. 

With reference thereto, I have to state that, inasifiach as said pro- 
vision of law is by its language exclusively confined to salt used in 
curing fish, salt used for the preservation of seines cannot be considered 
as coming within the purview of the act^ and is therefore not entitled 

to free entry. 

I am, very respectfully, 

OHAS. F. CONANT, 

Assistant Secretary, 

Collbotob of Customs, Waldoborough^ Maine. 
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TO COLLECTORS OF CUSTOMS. 



Tbeasuby Department, 

WashinffUmjD. 0., August 2, 1875. 
The following Decisions of the Department for the month of July, 
1875, upon the constmction to be given to Acts of Congress relating 
to the Tariff, Navigation, and other snbje<$ts, are published here- 
with for the information and guidance of Officers of the Customs. 

C. F. BUBNHAM, 

Acting Secretary. 



(2324.) 
General Average Charges. 

Tbeasubt Depabtment, July 2, 1875. 

SiB : Your letter of the 22d ultimo is received, requjBSting instruc- 
tions in relation to the payment by you of a bill for contribution as a 
general average charge from the proceeds of the sale of certain un- 
claimed merchandise advertised to be sold on the 7th instant. • 

It/appears that the "Young America,'' the vessel on which the mer- 
chandise in quest^n was shipped, was wrecked October 19, 1873, the 
loss being almost total; that the consignees claimed that the goods 
had not been shipped by the line directed, and that they refused to 
have anything to do with them. It also appears that Messrs. W. T. 
Walker & Co., agents for the steamer, sent the goods to warehouse, 
taking from your predecessor a receipt therefor, in which said goods 
are stated to be held "subject to charges due W. T. Walker & Co." 

In reply, you are informed that the courts have held "that in cases 
of general average, the master and owners may retain all goods of the 
shippers until their share of the contribution towards the average is 
either paid or secured, and that it is their duty to collect the several 
contributions and pay them over to the losers;" also, "that an adjust- 
ment of general average fairly made at the port of delivery, according 
to the law of the place, is binding upon " all parties and interests." — 
(Marvin on Wreck and Salvage,* 179, 180.) 



18 
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The claim of Messrs. Walker & Co., as the agents of the owners of 
the. ^^ Young America," shonld be recognized by you as a lien on the 
goods, and yon are accordingly hereby authorized and instructed to 
pay it from any balance which may be in your hands from the proceeds 
of the sale, after the payment by you of those charges which are 
entitled to priority of payment, under Article 766, Treasury Eegula- 
tions of 1874. 

The proof of the correctness of the claim which you should requii-e 
would be the certificate of the person by whom the average adjust- 
ment was made. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 
OoLLBOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Toledo^ Ohio. 



(2326.) 
Dressed Mutton — Classification of. 

Tbeasuby Depabtment, July 2, 1876. 

SiB: Your lettel* of the! 21st instant is received, asking what is the 
proper duty on mutton in the carcass, dressed, and stating that 10 per 
cent, is charged at some ports, under Department decision (1022) of 
February 6, 1872, as upon a raw or unmanufactured article, while at 
others a duty of 20 per cent, ad valorem is levied under decision (2060) 
of December 28, 1S74, as upon a partially manufactured article not 
otherwise provided for. • 

You are informed that, upon due consideration, the Department 
regards the ikrticle in question as dutiable at 10 per ce^tum ad val- 
orem, under section 2616, Eevised Statutes, as a raw or unmanufac- 
tured article, and that the principle on which the decision of December 
28, 1874, was based is erroneous. In that case the article— dressed 
poultry — was held to be dutiable as a partially manufactured article, 
because it had been advanced, by the process necessary to its tempo- 
rary preservation, beyond the condition of a wholly unmanlifactured 
article. 

The Department regards the distinction between, manufactured and 
unmanufactured articles, intended by the statute, as relating to articles 
possessing, to some extent at least, the qualities of durability and per- 
manence, rather than to those which are in their nature temporary and 
perishable. This distinction is noticeable in the provisions of the tariff 
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reiatiog to fish^ which, when imported.flresh for immediate oonsamp- 
tion as food, or as bait, is free, but when imported pickled, or in a pre- 
served condition, is subject to daty. 

There being no provision for unprepared or raw meats, as such, either 
in the free list or any other portion of the tariff, or under which they 
may be classed by assimilation, they must necessarily be classified 
under one or the other of the general provisions contained in section 
2516. When imported in a condition which simply fits them for imme- 
diate use as food, they cannot, in any proper sense, be deemed a manu- 
factured article, and the Department will/therefore, continue to recog- 
nize the classification of mutton in the carcass, dressed, as a raw or 
unmanufactured article, dutiable at 10 per cent, ad valorem, in accord- 
ance with its former ruling on the same question. 

For the purpose of making the practice at the different ports uni- 
form, the decision of December 28, 1874, above referred to,' will be 
regarded as applicable only to the particular case decided, and not as 
establishing a general rule^ hence fresh poultry, in the condition usually 
known as dressed, will hereafter be admitted on the same footing as 
mutton in the carcass, dressed. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BBI8TOW, 

Secretary. 

J. F. Mebedith, Esq., General Appraiser. 



( 2326. ) 
Inspection of Steam Pleasure Yachts. 

Teeasuey Depaetment, July 3, 1875. 

SiE: I am in receipt of your letter of the 26th ult., in which you de- 
sire information as to the Government requirements relative to the 
insi>ection of the hull, boiler, and machinery of a small pleasure yacht 
recently built by you, and the fees for such inspection. 

You are informed that, under section 4426 Revised Statutes, the hull 
and boiler of every yacht, or other small craft of like character pro- 
pelled by steam, must be inspected — ^the boiler being subjected to the 
hydrostatic test required by law. The pilot and engineer must also be 
licensed; and such other provisions of the law complied with as may 
be applicable to the particular vessel under examination. 

Sections 4428 and 4431 require that the iron or steel plates of which 
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the boiler is constructed must be stamped with the name of the mana- 
factarer, the place where manafftctured^ and the number of pounds 
tensile strain it will bear to the sectional' square inch. 

The boiler must be provided with such appurtenances as are neces- 
sary to its safe management, viz: Feed-pump and check-valve, steam- 
pressure gauge, safety r valve, gauge-cocks, a water-gauge, (showing the 
height of the water in the boiler,) and blow-off valve; and, if it is 
found applicable t^ the kind of boiler employed, a tin plug, so inserted 
that it will Aise by the heat of the fire when the water in the boiler 
falls below the prescribed limit. 

There must be on board the means of applying the required hydro- 
static test. 

For so small a vessel as you describe, (26 feet long,) four buckets 
kept on board will be sufficient means for the extinguishment of fire. 

There must be provided for each person on board a life-preserver 
containing at least six pounds of good block cork, adjustable to the 
body in the manner of a belt or jacket, with shoulder straps. 

The fee for license as '^ special engineer" for this yacht, which will 
be granted to any person of good character, who has sufficient experi- 
ence to manage the boiler and machinery safely, is five dollars. A 
similar <^ special license" as pilot for this vessel will be granted to any 
person of like good character, who is familiar with the navigation in 
which she is to be employed, understands the Pilot Bules, and has had 
sufficient experience in handling this or other similar vessels. 

The master of a vessel of this class does not require license. 

A steam- whistle of suitable dimensions must ^be provided, with which 
the pilot will make the signals as required by the Pilot Eules above 
referred to. 

When the equipment is completed and the vessel is ready for inspec- 
tion, it is required that application shall be made in writing by the 
master or owner to the local inspectors within whose district the ves- 
sel is owned or employed, which in this case would be the board sta- 
tioned at Cleveland, Ohio; and to this board you are now referred for 
further information on any matter hereiil stated which may not be re. 
garded by you as sufficiently explicit. 

Very respectfully, 

CHAS. F. CONANT, 

Acting Secretary, 

E. S. Griffith, Esq., 

Merchants^ National BanJc, Toledo^ Ohio. 
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( 2327. ) 
Vessels of the United States, 

Treasury Department, July 3, 1875. 

Sir: I am in receipt of your letter of the 30tb ultimo, referring to 
section 4311 of the Revised Statutes, which defines what vessels are 
deemed vessels of the United States, viz, vessels of 20 tons and up- 
wards, enrolled in pursuance of Title L, and having a license in force; 
or vessels of less than 20 tons, which, although not enrolled, are yet 
licensed. And you ask if the above section does not vacate or render 
null and void all enrolments now outstanding which were issued under 
former laws? For, you appear to assume, if those only are vessels of 
the United States which are referred to in Title L, all others should be 
directed to surrender the papers issued to them under former statutes* 

I reply, that your assumption as to the operation of Section 4311 is 
incorrect, inasmuch as it does not affect vessels properly documented, 
the force of whose documents is not limited by the action of time. 
And vessels which were licensed when the Revised Statutes were ap- 
proved are held to have complied with the law, and should not be re- 
quired to renew their licenses under the title cited until time shall 
make such renewal necessary. 

Very respectfully, 

OHAS. F. CONANT, 

Acting Secretary, 

Surveyor OF Customs, Wheeling^ W. Va. 



(2328.) 
Foreign Steam Dredges — Importation of. 

Treasury Department, July 3, 1875. 

Sir: I am in receipt of your letter of the 26th ult., asking the De- 
partment for instructions in the following case: 

Mr. A. d. Scriber brought into your port from Welland, Ontario, the 
steam-dredge " John Page,'' with two scows or tenders. The hull of 
the dredge and the scows were built at Welland two years since, but 
the machitiery was built at Oswego, K. Y., and taken to Welland and 
bonded, and again bonded, as alleged, when brought away. The value 
of the dredge and machinery is said to be about $9,200. You desire 
to know if there is any regulation which would permit the dredge to 
be used in American waters ; if not, is she subject to duty ; or could 
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the machiuery be admitted free of daty provided it coald be shown 
that it was manufactared in this conntry. 

I reply, that the dredge coald not receive docaments as an Ameri- 
can vessel, and could not trade in any manner from place to place in 
the United States. And if she proceeded from one harbor or place 
where she might be used, it could only be under severe restrictions as 
to payment of tonnage dues. She might, however, be imported for the 
ptirpose described, and pay duty as any other importation, but even 
then she would not be entitled to marine papers. 

Very respectfully, 

0HA8. F. CONANT, 

Acting Secretary. 
CoiXEOTOB OF Customs, Sandutiky^ Ohio. 



(2329.) 
Boiler Bottoms-^Claesiftcaiion of, 

Tbeasuby DBPABTME19T, July 3, 1875. 

,SiB: Your letter of the 22d ultimo is received, transmitting the ap- 
peal (3549 d[) of John D. Grey & Co. from your decision assessing duty 
at the rate of 35 per centum ad valorem on certain boiler bottoms, im- 
ported per <' Canadian," February 4, 1875, which the importers claim 
to be dutiable at the rate of 15 per centum ad valorem, under the pro- 
vision for " teme tin." 

It appears upon investigation, and an examination of a sample, that 
the merchandise consists of boiler bottoms, partially manufEustured of 
a comi>osition metal of iron, tin, and lead, similar to the teme plate of 
commerce, but that such metal has lost its identity as teme plate by 
reason of the process of manufacture through which it has gone in 
being moulded into shapes for use as boiler bottoms. 

Under these circumstances the claim of the importers is rejected, 
. and the Department decides that the said merchandise is ^ manufiAC- 
ture, and is dutiable at the rate of 35 per centum ad valorem, (less 10 
per centum,) under the provision in Schedule £, for << manufactures, 
articles, vessels, and wares not otherwise provided for, of brass, iron, 
lead, pewter, tin, or other metal, (except gold, silver, platina, copper, 
and steel,") &c. 

Your decision is therefore affirmed. 

I am, very respectfully, 

CHAS. F. CONANT, 

Acting Secretary. 
CoLLBOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Baltimore^ Md. 
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(2330.) 
Importation of Arms into AUuika Tdirtoty. 

Tbbasuby Depabtmbnt, Julff 3, 1875. 

To COLLEOTOBS OF CUSTOMS: 

The importation of breech-loading rifles, and fixed ammunition suit- 
able therefor, into the Territory of Alaska, and the shipment of snoh 
rifles or ammunition to any port or place in the Territory o£ Alaska, 
•are hereby forbidden, and collectors of customs are instructed to refuse 
clearance to any vessel having on board any such arms or ammunition, 
destined for any x)ort or place in said Territory. 

If, however, any vessel intends to touch or trade at a port in Alaska 
Territory, or to pass within the waters thereof, but shall be ultimately 
destined for some port or place not within the limits of said Territory, 
And shall have on board any such fire-arms or ammunition, the master 
or chief officer thereof will be required to execute and deliver to the 
•collector of customs at the port of clearance a good and sufficient bond, 
with two sureties, in double the value of such merchandise, conditioned 
that such arms or ammunition, or any part thereof^ shall not be landed 
or disposed of within the Territory of Alaska. Such bond shall be 
takeii for such time as the collector shall deem proper, and may b^ 
satisfied upon proofs similar to those required to satisfy ordinary ex- 
port bonds, showing that such arms have been landed at some foreign 
port; or, if such merchandise is landed at^any port of the United 
States not within the limits of the Territory of Alaska, the bond may 
be satisfied upon production of a certificate to that effect from the col- 
lector of the port where it is so landed. 

CHAS. F. CONANT, 

Acting Secretary. 
Approved : 

IJ. S. GSAIVT, 

Freeident 



(2331.) 
Fees for Be-in^peetion of Steamboats. 

Tbeasuby Dbpajktmbkt, Jul/y 6, 1875. 

Snt : I am in receipt of your letter of the 15th ult., relative to a claim 
made by the owners of certain tug-boats, who, subsequently to the 
Inspection of said boats as tugs, upon their application desire by re- 
inspection to chajige the character of said boats to that of passenger 
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steamers, and claim that no fee is properly chargeable for said re-in- 
spection, they having already paid inspection fees for the year. 

It is stated for your information that the law, in prescribing the fees 
to be paid for inspection, does not contemplate any sach re-inspection 
and change of character^ therefore, when such axjplication is made, 
and the service duly performed, the prescribed fee, as in the first in- 
stance, will be demanded on the issuance of the new certificate. 

Very respectfully, 

OHAS. F. CONANT, 

Acting Secretary. 
Addison Low, Esq., 

Supervising Inspector of Steamboats^ New York, 



(2332.) 
Transportation of Petroleum on Steam-vessels, 

Treasury Depart^vient, July 7, 1875. 

Sib: Relative to the matter presented in your letter of the 3d inst., 
the law on the subject is as follows : 

Requirement : Crude or refined petroleum cannot be lawfully carried 
on any steamer carrying passengers. 

Proviso : Refined petroleum, of 110 degrees fire-test, may be carried 
on passenger steamers upon routes where there is no other practical 
mode of transporting it. 

BuJe : When carried on passenger steamers under the above proviso, 
it must be under certificate designating the place in the vessel where 
the same is to be stowed, and must be put up in iron-bound barrels, or 
in metallic vessels packed in boxes, and plainly marked as required in 
Rule 29. Under this rule, any oil which will stand a fire test of 300 
degrees may be carried as freight or used as stores on any passenger 
steamer. 

From the foregoing it will be apparent that if the "lubricating oiP' 
in question is a product of petroleum of a less fire test than 300 degrees, 
it cannot lawfully be carried on the lake passenger steamers, except 
on routes where there is no other practical mode of transporting it, 
and then only under certificate, and the requirements prescribed 
relaave to the manner in which it is to be put up and marked. 

Very respectfully, 

CHAS. F. CONANT, 

Assistant Secretary. 

SurEKVisiNa Inspector, &c., Detroit, Mich, 
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(2333.) 
Final Olearcmce of Coastwise Vessel. 

Tbbasubt Dbpabtmekt, July 7, 1875. 

SiB: I am in receipt of your letter of the 3d instant, in which yon 
inquire whether a vessel engaged in the coasting trade on the northern 
lakes can, under Articles 223, 224, 225, and 226 of the Bevised Begula- 
tions of 1874, clear to a place or port beyond the point to which that 
part of the cargo is consigned which is to be last unladen. 

These articles of the Begalations of 1874 are based upon section 1 of 
the act of July 1, 1870, and are reprodaced in sections 3116, 3117, and 
3118 of the Bevised Statutes. By sections 3116 and 3118, the master 
of any vessel departing from a port or place in one collection district 
on the northern, northeastern, or northwestern frontiers of the United 
States, to a port or place in another collection district, is obliged to 
deliver a manifest and take a clearance. Under section 3117, such 
master must deliver his manifest, whether it exhibit goods taken on at 
intermediate ports or otherwise, at the port where the unlading of the 
cargo is completed. The law seems to imply, therefore, that if a master 
clear, in the first instance to a port beyond that at which the unlading 
of the cargo is completed, he would be obliged to deliver a manifest at 
the port of final unlading; but, under section 3116, he could not leave 
this last port without taking a clearance, if his destination were to 
another district. Though the law, then, does not expressly restrict the 
final clearance of a vessel with cargo to the port of final unlading, it 
seems to do so by implication. 

• • • • • ' • * 

Very respectfully, 

B. H. BBISTOW, 

JS^eretary. 

CoLLECTOE OF CvQTOMB, SandusJcy, Ohio. 



(2334.) 
JSntry upon Pro Forma Invoice. 

Tbbasubt Depabtmbkt, July 7, 1876. 

Sib: On the 22d ultimo the Department addressed a commutiication 
to the collector of customs at your poit, inviting such suggestions as 
he might see fit to make, looking to a modification of some of the de- 
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tails of the existing practice ander which entry is made npon pro forma 

invoices, as authorized by the act of Jane 22, 1874. 

Th^ following is an extract from the reply of that officer, made under 

date o^ the 25th ultimo: 

'^ As entry by appraisement, without certified invoice, is, by the 9th 
section of act of June 22, 1874, confined to personal effects and mer- 
chandise not exceeding $100 in dutiable value, it is suggested that the 
United States appraiser be instructed not to state the value found by 
him in cases where it is by importers claimed not to exceed the sum 
limited by law for which entry may be madd without invoice, when he 
findscthe vfilue to be over that amount. Such precaution would render 
unavailable any application that may be made as an experiment to 
test the judgment of the appraiser as to values, and would prevent the 
making up of pro forma invoices fix>m that officer's figures." 

The Department having concluded to adopt such sdggestton, you 

are instructed to make your practice conform thereto. 

Under such circumstances, the appraising officer will make return to 

the effect that the goods are not entitled to entry by appraisement, or 

that the value is over $100, without stating the value actually found. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BB18TOW, 

Secretary. 

Wm. a. Dabung, Esq., 

United States Appraiser y New York. 



(MBaHere—Veeef. 

Tbxasttby Dbpabt^bnt, Ja^ 8, 1875. 

Snt: Tour letter of the 3d instant has been received, inquiring fur- 
ther relative to a certain boiler which you desire to use on a flat-boat. 

The previous decision of this Department upon the subject was based 
upon the fact that the boiler to which you referred had never been 
used as a marine boiler, and, therefore, could not now be legally used 
as such. The rule adopted by the board of supervising inspectors con- 
cerning the use on steam-vessels of boilers made in conformity to law 
in force at the time they were built, is applicable only to marine boilers 
which had been inspected and tested under laws then in force, and were 
found to meet ail th€ requirements of such laws. The boiler which you 
desire to use, it is believed^ does not come within the purview of the 
rule referred to. 
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As the boat which you propose ramming apon the St. John's ri^er 

will come within the jurisdiction of the local inspectors of steam-vessels 

at Savannah, Georgia, you are referred to those officers for any fttrther 

information yon may desire concerning the same. 

Very respectfally, 

CHAS. F. OONAKT, 

Asmtant Secretary, 
G. n. Pleasanob, Esq., 

67 River Street^ Cleveland, Ohio. 



(2336.) 
Jute Butts — Duty on. 

Treasury Department, July 8, 1875. 

Sir : I am in receipt of your several letters submitting the following 
appeals from your assessment of duty at the rate of ,$6 per ton on 
certain jute buttfi embraced therein: the appellants claiming that, by 
reason of the provision in section 7, act of February 8, 1875, admitting 
certain machinery free, &c, the provision in the same section imposing 
duty on jute butts does not take effect until the expiration of two years 
from the Ist of July, 1876. 

In reference thereto, I would state that the provision referred to, 
authorizing, for a period of two years from July 1, 1876, the free entry 
of certain machinery adapted to manufactures from jute, &c., does not, 
in any respect, limit or qualify the provision fixing the rate of duty on 
jute butts, and your assessment of duty thereon, at the rate specified, 
is therefore affirmed. 

♦ • ♦ ♦ • • ' * 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BBI8TOW, 



Collector op Customs, Few York. 



Seereiary. 



(2337.) 
Silk Head-nete — Duty on. 

Treasury Department, July 9, 1875. 

Sir : Your letter of the 20th of January last is received, transmitting 
the appeal ( 9147c ) of J. Gerson from your decision assessing duty at 
thid rate of 60 per cent, ad valorem on certain head-nets, imported per 
* * Silesia," November 28,. 1874. 
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It appears that the said head-nets are composed entirely of silk, with 
the exception of a single cord of India rubber, which rans through one 
edge for the purposes of fastening; that the appraiser returned them 
as '^ wearing apparel of silk," and that you thereupon assessed duty at 
the rate aforesaid, under the provision in Schedule H of the Bevised 
Statutes, for << re^dy-made clothing, of silk, or of which silk is a 
component material of chief value." 

The Department decides that as the articles are silk goods in the na' 
ture of wearing apparel, they are liable to duty as aforesaid, and that 
the claim of the importers to enter them at 35 per cent, ad valorem 
dqty tinder the provision for '< articles worn by men, women, and chil- 
dren," &c., in Schedule M of the Bevised Statutes, must be rejected, 
as such provision especially excepts articles composed of silk. 

Tour decision is therefore afQrmed. 
• *••••* 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BBISTOW, 

Secretary. 
OotXBOTOB OP GvaTOMSy New York. 



(2338.) 
Malt Uxtradt-^Claasificatian of. 

Tbbasxjby Dbpabtment, Jfdy 10, 1875. 

Sm : I am in rec^eipt of a letter dated the 2d inst., from H. H. (^Ids- 
borough, Esq., appraiser at your port, inquiring as to the proper rate 
of duty to be exacted on importations of the article known as '^ malt 
extract," In casks, and submitting a sample thereof. A copy of letter 
from the appraiser at New York, also received therewith, states that, 
at that port, the article in question is classified as beer, dutiable at 20 
cents per gallon. 

The Department is of opinion that such is the proper classification, 
and that the article in question, imported in the manner stated, cannot 
properly be regarded as a <^ medicinal preparation" within the mean- 
ing of the statute. 

You will please so inform Appraiser Goldsborough, and govern your 

action accordingly. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BBISTOW, 

Secretary. 
CoLLBOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Baltimcrcj Md. 
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(2339.) 
Merchandise Transported under Act of July 14, 1870. 

Tbbasuby Depabtiicbnt, July 12, 1876. 

Tlie Department having recently subikiitted to the Attorney General 
certain qnestion8 arising under the act of July 14, 1870, as re-enacted 
in the Revised Statutes, (sections 2990-'97,) and under the act of 
March 3, 1875, providing for an increase of duties upon certain classes 
of merchandise therein specified, is in receipt of an opinion from that 
officer, in which, after a full consideration of the subject, with reference 
to the various provisions of the statutes bearing, thereon, he expresses 
the following views : 

" The questions presented are, first, whether damage received, dur 
ing the voyage between the foreign port and the port of first arrival, 
by merchandise entered for immediate transportation to an interior 
port of destination under the above statutory provisions, is to. be 
ascertained at the port of first arrival or at the port of destination. 
If at the port of destination, then whether the ten days within which 
proof of damage is required to be lodged in the custom-house is to be 
computed from the landing of such merchandise at the last port. 

"The language of the statute, section 2991, above cited, provides 
that ^ merchandise so entered for immediate transportation shall not be 
subject U} appraisement and liquidation o/ duties at tlie port of first 
arrivalj^ but that the same examination and appraisement thereof shall 
be required and had at the port of destination as would have been 
required at the port of original importation if such merchandise had 
been entered tor consumption or warehouse at such port. This pro- 
vision makes the intent of Congress clear, that the port of destination^ 
and not the port of first arrival, is the place where the examination, 
appraisement, and liquidation is to take placed The express provision 
that the packages shall not he broken would, of itself, render it impossible 
to ascertain the amount of ocean damage, and, inasmuch as the right 
of deduction for such damage is retaiiieu, it is clear that the port of 
destination, and not the port of first arrival, is the place for the ascer- 
tainment of such damage. Moreover, section 2920, which provides for 
the custody of the damaged merchandise until the duties thereon are 
paid, contemplates that such custody shall be under the control of the 
collector of the port at which the duties are required to be liquidated ; and, 
in section 2927, the appraisers to ascertain and certify the rate of 
damage are those belonging to the port where the liquidatian of the duties 
takes place. 

" By section 2995, it is provided that merchandise entered for im- 
mediate transportation (except such packages thereof as may be des- 
ignated for examination in order to satisfy the customs officers that 
the entry corresponds with the manifest and invoice, or to verify the 
invoice or entry) shall be transferred, under proper supervision, directly 
from the importing vessel to the car or vessel in which the same is to he con- 
veyed to its final destination 5 and, by section 2994, such car or vessel 
is fo be under the exclusive control of the customs officers, who, in no 
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CMe, are to permit the breaking of the original pa^ekages of such merchan- 
diie autil after it reaeben the port of final destination. 

^< These provisions preclude the examination of merchandise at the 
port of arrival necessary to enable the importers to discover or the 
apj^raisers to asceitain the extent of the damage. 

<< I am clearly of the opinion that the damage received daring the 
ocean-voyage by goods entered for immediate transportation, under 
section 2990 of the Bevised Statutes, should be ascertained at the port 
of final destination. 

^< Section 2927 prohibits any allowance for damage on merchandise 
that has been entered < unless proof to ascertain such damage shall be 
lodged in the custom-house of the port where such merchandise has 
been landed tcithin ten days after the landing of such merchandise.' 

<< The phrase ' port where such merchandise has been landed' is not, 
by its terms, exdiisively applicable to the port of first arrival, but 
may be applied to the port of destination i and in the case of mer- 
chandise entered for immediate transportation, it must be understood 
tb signify the port of destination, since it is at the custom-house of that 
port alone that the proof is to be used. The words ' after the landing 
of such merchandise' must be taken to mean after the landing at the 
port of destination. I ^m clear, therefore, that the computation of the 
iten days^ is to be made from the landing of the merchandise at 
the last port. 

<< The next question submitted is, whether merchandise imported 
into New York, prior to the date of the act of March 3, 1876, but 
which arrived at an interior port, under an immediate transportation 
bond without appraisement^ after that date, is liable to the jncrease of 
duties therein provided. 

<^ The provisions imposing the increase of duties are contained in 
the 3d and 4th sections of the act. The 3d section declares that there 
shall be levied, collected, and paid on molasses and sugars, imported 
fh>m foreign countries, certain duties in addition to'those then imposed 
by section 2504 of the Bevised Statutes; and the 4th section repeals 
so mqch of section 2503 of the Bevised Statutes as provides that only 
ninety per centum of the sevet»l duties imposed on certain other 
articles by said sectfon 2504, shall be levied, collected, and paid; 
declaring that the duties prescribed by the latter section on such 
articles shall remain without abatement These provisions took effect 
on the day of the passage of the act, and, unless their operation had 
been limited by some other provision in the act, they would doubtless 
have affected all importations of the kind mentioned which had not 
been fully completed before that day. 

" << In the United States vs. Bingan. (2 Clifford, 512,) it was held that 
the importatioki 9t foreign goods is not complete so long as the goods 
remain in the cusfiody of the officers of the customs, and that, whether 
on shipboard or in warehouse, until they are delivered to the importer, 
they are subject to any duties on imports which Congress may see fit 
to impose. And the court says that the practice of the Government 
has always been to regard such goods, on shipboard or in warehouse, 
as subject to new legislation. 

^'The question then is, whether Congress has done anything to except 
these goods from the operation of law, so that they are relieved of the 
increased duty imposed by the act of March, 1875. 

<< The 5th section of the act declares ^ That the increase of dutiea 
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provided by this act ftball not apply to any goods, wares, or merchan- 
dise actually on shipboard and bound to the United States on or before 
the 10th day of February, 1875, nor to any such goods, wares, or mer- 
chandise on deposit in warehouses or public stores at the date .of the 
passage of this act' 

^^Thfs is by no means a question of easy solution. At the date of 
the passage of the act the goods were not < on shipboard ' — they were 
not < deposited in warehouse or public store,' and they had arrived at 
the port of New York prior to the passage of the act, and were on their 
way to the interior port of final destination under an immediate trans- 
portation bond and in the custody of the revenue officers. If the goods 
had arrived, and were actually on shipboard in the port of New York 
at the date of the passage of the act, or if they had goue iuto ' ware- 
house or public store' in New York on the same day on which they 
were transported to the interior port up er bond, and had remained in 
warehouse under the custody of the c stems officers, it is clear that 
they would not be liable to increased duty. The question is whether 
the fact that, under an immediate transportation bond, they continued 
their voyage to the port of final destination in ens tody of the customs 
officers, makes them subject to increased duties. A severe verbal con- 
struction of the statute would, perhaps, make them thus liable. 

''The operation of such construction would be to impose an increased 
duty upon one case of goods which arrived in a particular ship at the 
port of New York, and to exempt another case of the same goods, by 
the same ship, and arriving at the same date. This could not have 
been the intent of Congress thus to discriminate between the goods 
which went into public store in New York and those which, arriving 
at the same date, passed on to the port of final destination under 
immediate transportation bond. A construction which would make 
goods in this pre<licament liable to increased duty would be unequal, 
severely technical, and oppressive. 

<' It is a sound rule in the construction of a statute of the United 
States which imposes a tax, or rather burden, upon the citizen, and, 
when there may be doubt about the true construction, to resolve the 
doubt in favor of the citizen upon whom the burden is imposed. • • ♦ 

"I therefore decide that the goods are not liable to increased duty." 

These conclusions having, after due consideration, been adopted by 

the Department, collectors and other officers of the customs are hereby 

instructed to govern themselves accordingly. 

CHAS. F. CONANT, 

Acting Secretary. 

GOLLEOTOBS OP CUSTOMS AND OTHEBS. 



(2340.) 

Fittings far Nursing Bottles — Dttty on. 

Tbeasuby Depabtment, July 14, 1876. 

Sib: a letter has been received from Special Agent A. A. Brush, 
dated St. Louis, the 18th ultimo, relative to the importation into your 
port of certain fittings for feeding bottles, by Messrs. H. Bichardson'& 
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Co., on which he States the duty charged by you to be 25 per cent, ad 
valorem. He expressed the opinion that such merchandise should be 
classified at 35 per cent, ad valorem, as a manufacture of India rubber. 

From the sample accompanying his report it appears that the article 
is composed of rubber, bone, glazed earthenware, and ghiss. 

Beferring to the last clause of section 2499 of the Revised Statutes, 
which provides that '^ on all articles manufactured from two or more 
materials the duty shall be assessed at the highest pates at which any 
of its component parts may be chargeable," I have to state that, in 
the opinion of the Department, the proper rate of duty on the articles 
referred to is 40 per ceojb. ad valorem, that rate being the, .appropriate 
one for glazed earthenware as per Schedule B, Revised Statutes. 

This rate of duty is the one collected on similar merchandise at New 

York, and you will therefore govern your action accordingly. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 
SuRVBYOB OP Customs, St Louis, Mo, 



(2341.) 
Int-ernal'Bevenue Stamps can he affixed before Importation. 

TijBAsuBY Depabtment, JvXy 14, 1875. 

SiB: Respectfully referring to this Department's communication of 
the 4th of May last, requesting you to instruct the United States Con- 
sul at Quebec, Canada, to the effect that internal-revenue stamps, re- 
quired to be affixed to boxes containing imported matches, cannot be 
so affixed prior to their importation, I have to state that such instruc- 
tions should have been limited to proprietary stamps, which, under the 
law, are reqniixnl to be affixed to the box or package containing the 
article subject to tax in such manner that it cannot be opened without 
destroying the stamps. 

If the ordinary adhesive stamps are used and are affixed to the 
match-boxes in such manner that the latter can be opened without 
iognring the stamps, I can see no objection to allowing such stamps to 
be so affixed prior to the importation of the matches, provided they 
are i^so, at the same time, properly cancelled. 

I will thank you to communicate these views to the United States 

Consul at Quebec. 

I am, very re8i>ectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 
Hon. Hamilton Fish, 

Secretary of State, Washington, D. C. 
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(2342.) 
Paper lulminating Caps — Duty an. 

Treasury Department, July 14, 1875. 

Sir : Your letter of tiie 1st instant is received, reporting upon the 
appeal (3434(2) of Conway and Brother from your decision assessing 
duty at the rate of 50 per cent, ad valorem (as toys) on certain paper 
caps, imported per " Kenil worth " April 1, 1875, which the importers 
claim to be only liable to duty at the rate of 30 per cent, ad valoreni 
under the provision in Schedule M of the Eevised Statutes (Heyl, 
1282) for "fulminates, fulminating powder, and all articles used for 
like purposes, not otherwise provided for." ^ 

Upon an examination of samples, whjicti showi^the goods to consist 
of small caps made of paper and fulminating powder, the Department 
is of opinion that, although they may be used by children on toy guns 
and pistols, they cannot be considered as themselves toys so as to sub- 
ject them to the duty prescribed for such articles, the more especially 
as they would seem to be clearly embraced within the provision of law 
above quoted under the comprehensive terms of " fulminates, and ful- 
minating powders, and aU articles used for like purposes,^ 

The Department, therefore, sustains the said appeal, and directs you 
to reliquidate the entry accordingly. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BBISTOW, 

Collector of Customs, Philadelphia^ Pa. 



(2343.) 
Oosts of Oarta^ej Labor, and Storage — When payable by Importer, 

Treasury Department. July 14, 1875. 

Sir: Your letter of the 10th instant is received, further reporting on 
the appeal (2618 d) of C. F. Bumpp from your action in requiring him 
to pay the cost of cartage, labor, and storage incurred in sending cer- 
tain merchandise to the public store for examination by the appraiser. 

It appears that the merchandise, which was contained in five cases, 
was stated in the invoice without designating the contents of the seve- 
ral cases separately, and that consequently, as it consisted of a vanety 
of fancy articles distributed through the invoice, it became necessary 



19 
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to order tbe whole number of cases, instead of one, for examination, 
, for the purpose of a correct assessment of duty. 

Under these circumstances, the expense in question being incurred 
by reason of tbe failure of the importer to produce a proper invoice, 
the Department is of opinion that the charge accrued on the goods so 
ordered for examination under and by virtue of the requirements of 
section 2926 of the Bevised Statutes. Your decision is therefore 
affirmed. 

I am, very respectfully, 
By order : C. F. CONAI^, 

Assistant Secretary. 
GOLLEGTOB OF CUSTOMS, Philadelphia, Pa, 



(2344.) 
Penal Duty for Under-valuatian on Entry. 

Tebasury Dbfabtmbnt, July 14, 1875. 

Sm: Your letter of the 10th instant is received, further reporting on 
tibe appeal (1681 d) of William Jackson from your decision assessing 
additional and penal duty on certain steel-wire rods, imported per 
"City of Montreal," December 7, 1872. 

It appears that the additional and penal duty accrued on the goods 
by reason of their being returned by the appraiser at a value greater 
by 10 per centum than the invoice and entered value, (which advance 
was sustained on reappraisement,) but. that the importers now refuse 
to pay the same, because, as they alliage, more than one year has 
elapsed since the date of entry and payment of duty, and because of 
certain alleged informalities in the reappraisement. 

In regard to the first objection, and as it appears from your report 
that the entry was not liquidated until February, 1875, the Department 
would state that the section of law referred to by the importers does 
not apply, and consequently that the objection raised has no force. 

That section (21 of the act of June 22, 1874) simply provides, in 
effect, that the liquidation of an entry shall, in the absence of fraud 
and of protest, be final and conclusive after the expiration of one year, 
and therefore it is evident that the same is not applicable in the pres- 
ent case, as the year from date of liquidation has not yet expired. 

With regard to the second objection, it is ascertained that the only 
informality connected with the reappraisement was the delay incident 
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to the filing of the retarn of the reappraisers, and this, of course, can- 
not be considered as in any way affecting the merits of the reappraisal, 
eepecially as it must be inferred, in the absence of proof to the con- 
trary, that the reappraisers fully considered the questions involved, 
and made such examination of the goods as was necessary to enable 
them to arrive at a correct conclusion as to the dutiable value of the 
goods. 

The Department, therefore, decides, that the objections raised by 
the importer mast be overruled, and that the goods are liable to the 
payment of the said additional and penal duty. 
I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BEISTOW, 

Secretary. 
Collector of Customs, New TorJc. 



(2345.) 
Orange Juice — GUjLSsificatUm of. 

Treasxjbt Dbpabtment, July 14, 1876. 

Snt : Tour letter of the 8th instant is received, further reporting on 
the appeal (1921 d) of Powers & Weightman, from your decision 
assessing duty at the rate of 25 per centum ad valorem (as fruit juice) 
on certain orange juice, imx)orted per "Pedro,'' December 8, 1874, 
which they claim is only liable to duty at the rate of 10 per centum ad 
valorem, under the provision for lemon and lime juice. 

Upon a previous c(msideration of the question involved, and exami- 
nation of samples, the Department, on the 6th of October, 1874, 
expressed the opinion that the said article, which consisted of concen- 
trated sour orange juice, was identical with the lemon and lime juice 
of commerce, all being derived fh>m different species of citrus not 
edible as fruits, and therefore that it was liable, under and by virtue 
of the assimilating clause in the tariff, to duty at the rate of 10 per 
centum ad valorem, as claimed by the importers. 

In this opinion it appears, from the enclosure of your letter, that the 
appraiser and the medical experts in his ofQce concur. 

You are therefore authorized to ac^just the entry accordingly. 
I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BBISTOW, 

Secretary. 

OOLLEOTOB o^ OuSTQMS, New Torh. 
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(2346.) 
Steamvesseh owned by State — Inspection of. 

Treasury Department, July 14, 1875. 

Sir : I am iu receipt of your letter of the 9th instant, transmitting a 
letter from John T. Ford, Esq., urging the exemption from payment of 
inspection fees of the State icewsteamer "Maryland," (now holding a 
certificate as a towing steamer,) the free use of which has been ten- 
dei'ed by the State to a society for furnishing "free excursions for poor 
mothers and sick infants." 

In forwarding the letter of Mr. Ford, you recommend that, if prac. 
ticable, the carriage of passengers on the steamer referred to may be 
authorized by endorsement on her present certificate by the United 
States inspectors, if the necessary provisions as to life-preservers, &o., 
are found to conform to the law. 

In reply, I have to inform you that, under the law, no steam-vessel 
is permitted to carry passengers unless in possession of a certificate of 
inspection as a passenger steamer. 

The rules of the board of supervising inspectors, as well as the law 
itself, likewise prohibit the issue of an excursion permit by the inspec- 
tors to any steamer not holding such passenger certificate. 

Again, the payment of certain inspection fees is required by the law 
before a certificate of inspection can be given by a collector of customs 
to any steamer. 

In view, therefore, of the explicit requirements of the law on the 
points indicated above, this Department has no jurisdiction in the 
case submitted by you. 

Very respectfully, 

CHAS. F. COKANT, 

Assistant Secretary, 
Collector op Customs, Baltimore^ Md, 



(2347.) 
Special Agents, 



Treasury Department, 
Office of the Solicitor of the Treasury j 

Washington^ D. (7., July 15, 1875. 

Sir: By authority of the Secretary of the Treasury, contained in a 
letter of the 13th instant, • • • I assume, under his general 
direction, the control of the special agents of the Treasury, appointed 
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in parsuance of section "2649 of the Revised Statutes of the United 
States for the pariK)se of examining the books, papers, and accounts of 
collectors and other officers of customs, and for the prevention and 
detection of frauds on the customs revenue. 
• • • • • • 

Section 376 of the Revised Statutes provides that the Solicitor of 
the Treasury, under the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
shall take cognizance of all frauds or attempted frauds upon the rev- 
enue, and shall exercise a general supervision over the measures for 
their prosecution and detection, and for the prosecution of all persons 
charged with the commission thereof; and section 3083 provides that, 
whenever any seizure shall be made for the purpose of enforcing any 
forfeiture, the collector or other person causing such seizure to be 
made shall immediately give information thereof to the Solicitor of the 
Treasury. 

You will, accordingly, report promptly to this office all cases of 
frauds coming within your official knowledge in your administration of 
the customs laws, as well as all seizures. 

Your attention is invited anew to the printed instructions of this 
office for district attorneys, collectors of customs, and other officers. 
Very respectfully, 

BLUFORD WILSON, 

Solicitor of the Treasury, 

OOLLEGTOBS OP CUSTOMS. 



(2348.) 
Heum Timber — Duty on. 

Treasury Department, July 16, 1875. 

Sir: Your communication of the 29th ultimo,. asking that Messrs. 
J. B. Crook & Co. be relieved from payment of duties on a certain so- 
called " green-heart'' log of wood, imported by them at New York, per 
'^Maresca," on the 8th of April last, was duly received. 

In reply, I have to state that, on reference of your communication 
to the collector of customs at New York, that officer reports that the 
appraiser returned the article in question, ^' block of wood, not other- 
wise provided for, hewn only," and upon reconsideration affirms his 
report — duty at the rate of 20 per cent, ad valorem having been assessed 
under Schedule K, Revised Statutes. 
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This log of wood haviag baea Uewa, it cauuot be classified as ander- 

stood to be claimed by you uader the provision of the free Ust for << logs 

and round unmanafactured timber." 

From all the information before the Department, the action of the 

appraiser in the premises is considered correct, and the assessment of 

duty in pursuance thereof is sustained. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BEISTOW, 

Secretary, 
J. B. Taylob, Esq., 

Attorney at Lawj New York. 



(2349.) 

Date of Importation of Goods forwarded on Immediate TransporfoHOn 

Bonds. 

Treasury Department, July 16, 1875. 

Sir : Your letter of the 28th of May last is received, transmitting 
the appeal (3190 d) of Gleorge O. Smith from your decision assessing 
additional duty of 10 per centum on certain goods withdrawn from your 
port within one year from the date of arrival there under immediate 
transportation bond from Kew York, but not within one year from date 
of original importation into Kew York.. 

The question involved is, as to whether the year, under which mer- 
chandise in bonded warehouse can be withdrawn without the payment 
of the additional duty under section 2970 of the Be vised Statutes, 
commences, in cases like the present, (where the goods are imported 
for the purpose of being forwarded under immediate transportation 
bonds to another port in accordance with sections 2990, &c., of the 
Be vised Statutes,) from the date of the first arrival in the TJnited 
States, or from the date of the arrival of the goods at the port of des- 
tination where they are warehoused and duly examined and appraised. 

This question was virtually settled by the DepftHanent by its circular of 
the 12th instant, wherein, quoting from an opinidti <^ the IT. S. Attorney 
General, and concurring therein, it is held that Ihe date of the arrival 
of goods, imported as aforesaid, at the final port of destination is, 
within the- meaning of the law, the date of importation from which 
the computation of time should commence with reference to allowances 
for damage occurring during the voyage of importation. 

Such being the case, and applying the principle therein enunciated, 
it is only necessary to say that the goods in questioit, having been 
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withdrawn from boncl Within one year from the date of their arrival at 
your port under immediate transportation bond, were not subject to 
the additional duty of 10 per centum aforesaid. 
You are therefore instincted to adjust the entry accordingly. 

I am, very respectfully, 
By order: CHAS. F. CONANT, 

Asmstant Secretary. 
GoLLSOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Boston, Mass. 



(2350.) 
Ourren4nf of Cuba. 
TsBASUBY Dbpabtmbnt, July 17, 1875. 

SiB: Your letter of the 2d ultimo was duly received, importing upon 
the appeal (7635 h) of S. Hernsheim & Bro. from the amount of duty 
assessed by you on certain cigars imported by them from Ouba, per 
steamer ^^G. W. Lord," the question involved in the appeal being the 
correct valuation of the currency in which the invoice was made out. 

You report that the invoice currency is the Spanish gold dollar, 
which you took at a valuation of one hundred cents. An examination 
of the invoice, however, shows that the currency is represented only by 
the dollar-mark, thus, $. I understand that the Spanish gold dollar, 
valued at one hundred cents, is not the monetary unit of value in the 
Island of Cuba, but that such unit of value is the peso, the valuation 
of which is fixed by the circular of this Department of January 1, 1875, 
at 92.5 cents United States money. >< Peso" is understood to be the Span- 
ish word for dollar, and the peso is, therefore, often represented by the 
dollar-mark, {^.) 

In this view of the facts, no consular certificate of the value of the 
gold peso is necessary to determine the dutiable value of goods in- 
voiced therein, but it is to be taken at the value fixed by said circular, 
viz: 9^.5 ceints. 

If the invoice currency is paper pesos, the certificate of value be- 
oomes necessary to determine its value relatively to the gold standard. 

Invoices of goods from Cuba, in which the currency is represented 
only by the dollar mark, may, therefore, be accepted as made out in 
X>esos, and the dutiable value be ascertained in accordance therewith. 

The entry of Messrs. Hernsheim & Bro. will, therefore, be readjusted 

accordingly, and the invoice submitted is herewith returned. 

I am, very respectfully, 

CHAS. F. CONAJJTT, 

Acting Secretary. 
C0i«LB0tOB OF Customs, New Orleans. 
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(2361.) 

Dog Soap — Classification of, 

Teeasuby Depabtment, July 17, 1875. 

Sm: Yoar letter of the 15th instant is received, further reporting on 
the appeal (5479 c) of Arnold & McJJary from your decision assessing^ 
daty at the rate of 50 per centum ad valorem on certain Naldire's Dog 
Soap, imported per "Denmark,'' September 12, 1874. 

It appears that duty at the rate aforesaid was assessed on the said 
soap by classifying it as a. proprietary medicine, while the appellants 
claim that it is a perfumed soap, and therefore only dutiable at the 
rate of 10 cents per pound and 25 per centum ad valorem. 

Upon investigation of the matter, the Department concurs with the 
appraiser in the opinion that the soap, although it possesses properties 
for destroying fleas and other vermin on dogs, cannot be considered a 
patent or proprietary medicine, and, therefore, as it is nothing but a 
perfumed soap, that it is liable to duty as such at the rates of 10 centa 
per pound and 25 per centum ad valorem, as claimed by the importers. 

You are therefore authorized to reliquidate the entry accordingly. 
I am, very respectfully, 

OHAS. F. CONANT, 



Acting Secretary. 



OOLLECTOE OP CUSTOMS, Ifcw Tork. 



(2362.) 
Embroidered Wool Polonaise PaMems-r-OUissifieatum of. 

Teeasuet Depaetment, July 19, 1875. 

Sie: Your letter of the 16th instant is received, transmitting the 
appeal (45 d) of Homer Colladay & Go. from your decision assessing 
duty at the rates of 50 cents per pound and 35 per centum ad valorem 
(less 10 per centum) on certain embroidered wool polonaise pattema 
imported per " Kenilworth," October 12, 1874, which they claim to be 
dutiable at the rate of 35 per centum ad valorem (less 10 per centum) 
as embroideries. 

The goods in question, although embroidered to some extent, being 
manufactures of wool, were properly classified as such, under the pro- 
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yision (Heyl, 1162) for << manafactnres of wool of every descnption 
made wholly or in part of wool,^ in accordance With the principle 
enunciated in Department's decision of September 7, 1874, (Synopsis 
1942,) and, consequently, the claim of the importers to enter them as 
"embroideries'' must be rejected. 
Your decision is therefore affirmed. 

I amy very respectfully, 
By order: C. F. BURNAM, 

Aaat Secretary. 
COLLEOTOB OP CUSTOMS, Philadelphia^ Pa. 



(2363.) 

Baggage arriving on the North, Northeastern, a/nd Northwestern 

Frontiers, 

Tbeasuby DEPABTMiaYT, July 19, 1875. 

In order to avoid examination at the port of arrival, all passengers^ 
baggage and express packages passing in transit through Canada, 
from one port to another of the United States, will be transported in 
cars sealed at the port of departure from the United States. 

All other baggage and express matter coming from Canada, except 
such as shall be contained in consular sealed cars, will be carefully ex- 
amined at the first port of arrival in the United States, and, if found 
necessary for a thorough examination, it will be unladen. The exami- 
nation will, if practicable, be made under the personal supervision of 
a deputy collector, and collectors will detail as large a force of inspec- 
tors as possible to e^h arriving ^rain, in order to avoid unnecessary 
delay thereof. 

The examinations heretofore authorized to be made at Montreal and 
other places in Canada are hereby discontinued. 

CHAS. P. CONANT, 

Acting Secretary, 

Collectors op Customs on North, Northeastern, and Northwestern 
Frontiers. 
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(2354.) 

Boohs for Religious Societies — Free. 

Tbeasuby Department, July 20, 1875. 

Sib : I am in receipt of yoar letter of the 14th instant, submitting a 
8i>ecial report of the appraiser on the application of Eev. B. Pick, of 
Eochester, New York, for the free entry of certain books and pamph- 
lets, imported for the nse of a certain missionary society connected 
with his church. 

The appraiser states that the goods were returned as printed matter, 
and consist of pamphlet reports and unbound tracts, and that neither, 
in his opinion, were entitled to free entry as books printed over twenty 
years, or as books imported for thd use of a religious society. 

The appraiser does not state the reasons for his opinion, but it is 
presumed that he regards the pamphlets and tracts as not being 
^< books " in the proper sense of that term. 

If such be^the fact, I would state that the Department is disposed to 
give a more liberal interpretation to the term in the present case, and 
to allow the said pamphlets and tracts to be entered free of duty, if 
you perceive no objection to that course other than that above in- 
dicated. (See Synopsis, 1206.) 

You will therefore please be governed accordingly, and take steps, if 
necessary, for refunding the duties thereon, reporting your action to 
the Department. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BBiSTOW, 

Seeretary. 

OOLLBOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Ifew Yfirk. 



(2355.) 

Books for Beneficial Societies — Dutiable. 

Tbbasuby Depabtment, Jfdy 20, 1875. 

Sib: I have to acknowledge the receipt of the communication 
addressed by you, under date of the 7th instant, to the Secretary of 
State, and by him referred to this Department, in which it is requested^ 
in behalf of the Independent Order of Good Templars of Canada, 
that they may introduce into this country, without payment of duty, 
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certain printed matter, being the published minutes of the proceed- 
ings of that order intended for gratuitous distribution. 

In reply I beg leave to state that the duty prescribed by law for 
such printed matter is (wenty-five per centum ad valorem, and, not- 
withstanding the fact that the publication to which you refer is 
intended to be gratuitous, yet, as there is no provision in the free list 
under which the same can be exempted from the duty prescribed for 
printed matter, the Department has no authority to grant your request. 
I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW. 

Secretary, 
Mr. W. S. Williams, 

B. W. 0. 8.^ L 0. Good Teinplara^ 

yapaneej Ontario^ Canada. 



.(2356;) 
Meats Preserved in Tin Cans — Classification of. 

Tbeasuby Depabtment, July 21, 1875. 

Sm: Your letter of the 16th of March last is received, transmitting 
the appeal (1167 d) of Bichards & Harrison from your decision assess- 
ing duty at the rate of 35 per cent, ad valorem on certain so-called 
Bologna sausages, imported per '^Cordillera '^ January 13, 1875, which 
the importers claim to be exempt from duty. 

Upon an investigation of the matter, and an examination of samples, 
it appears that the merchandise in question, which consists of meats 
put up and preserved in thin slices in tin cans, is similar in character 
to that which, by Department's decision of May 23, 1874, addressed to 
you, was held to be not exempt from duty as Bologna sausage, but 
dutiable at the rate of 35 per cent, ad valorem, under the provision in 
Schedule P of the Bevised Statutes for " prepared • • • meats, 
* • • sealed or unsealed, in cans or otherwise." 

Your decision is therefore afQrmed. 

1 am, very respectfully, 

By order: C. F. BURNAM, 

Assistant Secretary. 
OolleotoBkOF GtJSTOMS, San Franoisoo^ Gal. 
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(2367.) 

C^ods Withdrmon from Custody of Ouatoma Officers not entitled to Benefit 
of DrawhacJc on Exportation, 

Tbbasuby Dbpabtmbnt, July 21, 1875. 

SiE: Yourletterof the 28th ultimo was duly received, reporting further 
upon the application of Messrs. Hastings & Montague, for permission 
to restore to your custody, for exportation in bond, certain* old woollen 
rags, which had been delivered to them upon a free perniit, but which 
were subsequently found to be liable to a duty of 12 cents per pound. 

Upon a review of the case, it is observed that section 2978 of the 
Eevised Statutes provides that no merchandise subject to duty shall be 
entered for drawback or exported for drawback after it is withdrawn 
fxom. the custody of the officers of the customs, and that section 2979 
permits the exportation of imported goods in bond, upon which duties 
have not been paid, only in accordance with the manner required by 
the laws relating to the exportation of goods for benefit of drawback. 

Under these provisions of law, the right to export in bond imported 
goods, is cut off after their removal from the custody of the officers of 
the customs; and as, in the present case, the goods have been removed 
from the custody of the customs officers, and delivered to the importer, 
I feel compelled to deny their request. 

The invoice submitted is herewith returned. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BEISTOW, 

Secretary. 
OOLLBOTOB OF OuSTOMS, Boston, Ma88. 



. (2358.) 
Cloth Gloves — Duty on. 

Treasury Department, July 21, 1875. 

Sir: I am in receipt of your letter of December 26, 1874, submitting 
the following appeals from your assessment of duty at the rate of 50 
cents per pound and 40 per centum ad valorem, less 10 per centum, on 
certain cloth gloves embraced therein. 
* * * * * > * • 

In regard thereto, I would state that the Department is of opinion 
that cloth gloves, of wool or worsted, should be classified for duty at 
the rate above mentioned, under the provisions of section 2504, Sched- 
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ule L, Bevised Statates, of June 22, 1874, for "wearing apparel of 

every description, * * composed wholly or in part of wool, worsted, 

ftc," (except knit goods,) and your decision is therefore affirmed. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BBISTOW, 

Secretary, 
CoLLBOTOR OF CUSTOMS, Philadelphia^ Pa. 



(2359.) 
Customs Seals. 

Treasury Department, July 22, 1875. 

Sirs: The Department havinp: approved the "Safety Lead Seal,'' 
and ordered the same to be used hereafter in cording and sealing mer- 
ehandise for transportation in bond under tlie customs latos oftlie United 
States, a supply of seals and presses for use in your collection district 
will, under the direction of the Department, be forwarded to your port 
by the New York Cording and Sealing Company of the City of New 
York, the receipt of which you will promptly acknowledge, in writing, 
both to said company and to the Department. You will also, at the 
same time, inform the company and the Department of the number of 
pounds of old seals remaining on hand in your district, and await fur- 
ther instructions relative to the disposition thereof. 

On receipt of seals and presses as aforesaid, or upon requisitions 
hereafter made, you are authorized to pay the charges thereon ; to 
purchase, from time to time, the necessary cord for use in connection 
therewith ; and to charge, in your expense account, the amounts so 
paid. 

Hereafter, all seals and presses will be furnished by the Department, 
and the cording and sealing will be done only by employes of the cus- 
toms service at the respective ports. For each seal, including the cord 
and the service of attaching the same to the package, you are instructed 
to collect a fee of eight cents, and account therefor in your returns to 
the Department. 

Bequisitions for seals and sealing presses will be forwarded to this 
office. 

Very respectfully, 

B. H. BBISTOW, 

Secretary. 
Collectors of Customs and others. 
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(2360.) 

Oaths of Subdrdinate Offlcers. 

Tei^suby Depaetmbnt, 
Office of Commissioner of Customs^ 

Washington^ B. 0., July 22, 1875. 

SiBS : Yoar attentloD is called to section 11, act of February 8, 1875, 

which is as follows : 

" That the oaths now required to be taken by subordinate oflBcers of 
the customs may be taken before the collector of the customs in the 
district in which they are appointed, or before any officer authorized 
to administer oaths generally ; and the oaths shall be taken in dupli- 
cate, one copy to be transmitted' to the Commissioner of Customs, and 
the other to be filed with the collector of customs for th<B district in 
which the officer appointed aots. And in default of taking such oath 
or transmitting a certificate thereof, or filing the same with the collec- 
tor, the party failing shall forfeit and pay the sum of two hundred 
dollars, to be recovered, with cost of suit, in any court of competent 
jurisdiction to the use of the United States." 

In all cases where the oaths above mentioned are administered by a^ 
person authorized to administer oaths generally, such authority, nnlesft 
under seal, must be certified by a court of competent jurisdiction. 

Very respectfully, 

H. C. JOHNSON, 
Commissioner of Customs. 

OOLLBOTOBS OF CUSTOMS AND OTHBBS. 



(2361.) 
Machinery composed in part of Steel^Classiflcation of. 

Tbbasuby Depabtbiknt, Jiwiy 22, 1876. 

Sib : Your letter of the 17th ultimo was duly received, submitting 
the appeal (3504 d) of Messrs. Kausche & Downing from your assess- 
ment of duty at the rate of 45 per cent, ad vs^lorem on certain machin- 
ery imported by them per the '' Wisconsin,'' March 24, 1875. 

By the special report of the appraiser enclosed with your letter, it 
appears that a portion of the machinery in question was composed of 
steel, and a portion of iron; that the steel portion was separately 
packed, and the weight thereof separately stated in the invoice, bat 
that no separate statement of the value of the steel portion was' made 
in said invoice, and upon this state of facts, the entry of the whole 
machinery was liquidated at 45 per cent, ad valorem, upon the ground 
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that the invoice did not conform to the Department's decision dated 
June 22, 1872, in that the invoice did not present, in detail, the valae 
of the different portions of the machinery. 

This case is somewhat analogous to that of the Hartford Carpet 
Company upon which you reported by letter of Jojae 5 last. Suit 
having been instituted to enforce payment of additional duties in that 
case, the papers were referred to the district attorney at New York/ 
and subsequently to the Soliciix)r of the Treasury, for his opinion as to 
the propriety of enforcing payment of said claim. 

Under date of the 7th instant, the Solicitor of the Treasury^ con- 
curring in the view entertained by the district attorney, viz: that the 
importation was to be regarded as an entirety, and that, inasmuch a^ a 
portion of it was steel, a dut^ of 45 per cent, ad valorem necessarily 
accrued on the whole, recommended the enforcement of 'the claim. A 
copy of the Solicitor's letter is herewith enclosed. 

Under these circumstances a letter was addressed by the Depart- 
ment to Mr. Beune Martin, agent of the Hartford Carpet Company, 
under date of the 12th instant, denying their application for relief from 
payment of the additional duties claimed. A copy of this letter is also 
herewith enclosed. 

In accordance with the views thus laicL down, the Department, until 
the questibn shall be legally determined otherwise, rules that all 
machinery which is an entirety, and is composed in part of steel, shall 
be chargeable with duty at 45 per cent ad valorem as a^anufiBbeture 
in part of steel. 

Such having been the rate of duty assessed by you in this case, 
your decision is hereby affirmed. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BEISTOW, 

CousBOTOE OF CUSTOMS, New York, 



(2362.) 
Weights and MecumreB of Metric System, 

TBEAStikT Department,. JiiZy 22, 1875. 

Sib: I am in receipt of your letter of the 20th instant, enclosing one 
from the naval ofllcer, in regard to the weight of the French kilo, which 
should be taken in computing the quantity of imported goods liable to 
duty. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



266 

In reply I have to say,' that it is the opinion of the Department that 
where the weights and measures of the metric system, as laid down in 
secUon 3570 of the Revised Statutes, are used in invoices, the equiva- 
lents of such weights, also given in the same section, should in all 
cases be taken for custom-house purposes, without regard to previously- 
accepted equivalents for the same, and whether the weights thus indi^ 
cated are greater or less than those previously recognized. 

This will give a stable and uniform rule of action in such cases, which 
can be enforced without deviation at all the ports of the United States, 
and you will, therefore, be governed accordingly. 

You will please furnish the naval officer at your port with a copy of 

this letter. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B.H.BBISTOW, 

Secretary. 
GoLLEOTOB OP CUSTOMS, New York. 



(2363.) 
Coal — Classification of, 

Tbbasuby Depabtmbnt, July 23, 1876. 

Sm: I am in receipt of your letter of the 19th instaiUt, in which you 
state that Messrs. G. & J. T. Donnell are expecting a cargo of screen- 
ings of bituminous coal, from Pictou, N. S., which they claim should 
be admitted at a duty of 40 cents per ton, and that they request infor- 
mation as to ^< whether the half-inch screen, referred to in the tariff act, 
if made with longitudinal bars, without cross bars, would answer the 
law; also whether, if two-thirds or more than one-half of the cargo 
consists of screenings and dust which will pass through the screen, 
the whole cargo is to be held liable to the duty of 75 cents per ton." 

Schedule M of Title 33 of the Revised Statutes provides as^fbllows : 

^< Slack, coal, or culm, such as will pass through a half-inch screen, 
40 cents per^h of 28 bushels, 80 pounds to the bushel; bituminous 
coal and shale, 75 cents per ton of 28 bushels, 80 pounds to the bushel." 

It is the opinion of this Department that the half-inch screen referred 
to in the law was intended to be the same description of screen as was 
generally used for the purpose of screening such coal at the time of 
the passage of the act of 1872, from which the provision in the Bevised 
Statutes was taken, which is understood to have had longitudinal and 
cross bars. If this understanding be correct, the coal must be such as 
would pass through that description of screen. 
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lU' regard to the farther inqairy as to the mixed character of the 
cargo, I have to say that Synopsis of Decisions for 1870, No. 667, 
states; that the Department understands ^Vcnlm of coal" to be screen- 
ings uf fine dust of anthracite or bitaminoas coal, and it mast '^be 
shipped from the foreign conn try ia that condition, unmixed to any 
appreciable extent with other coal, in order .to be entitled to entry at 
25 per cent, and must be invoiced as such.'' This ruling has hereto- 
fore governed in the classification for. duty of the " culm of coal.'^ 

The Department adheres to the opinion thus expressed, and holds 

that, in case any importation is found to contain any considerable 

quantity of coal not properly ^^culm of coal," as described in the law, 

the whole importation, if bituminous coal, should be charged with the 

higher duty of 75 cents per ton. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 
GOLLEOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Bath, Maine. 



(2364.) 
Insect Fowder—Duty on. 

Treasury Department, July 23, 1875. 

Sir: Tour letter of the 19th instant is rtoeived, transmitting the 
appeal (4569 d) of John McKesson from your decision assessing duty 
at the rate of 20 per centum ad valorem on certain insect powder, im- 
porte(^ per "Gloria," April 22, 1875, which the importer claims to be 
exempt from duty under the provision in the " free list'' for " flowers, 
• * •^ in a crude state for medicinal purposes.'' ' 

It is understood that the insect powder in question is a prepared and 
manufactured article, fit for use in the condition in which it is imported. 
It is, therefore, even if originally made from ihedicinal flowers, as al- 
leged, not such flowers in a crude state, aud, therefore, does not come 
within the *said provision of law, but, not being otherwise provided for, 
is dutiable, at the rate as assessed by you, as a non-enumerated manu- 
fi^tured article. 
Your decision is therefore affirmed. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 
Collector op Customs, New York. 
20 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



268 

(2366.) 
Goods entered by Pro Forma Invoice lidble to Penal Duty. 

Treasury Department, July 24, 1875. 

Sir : I am in receipt of yoar letter of the 14th instant, reporting 
your action in assessing the 20 per centum additional duty a>uthorized 
by section 2900 of the Eevised Statutes, on a certain iinportation of 
paper, per "Siberia," from Liverpool, made by Mr. Frank Rowell. 

It appears that this case is one where the goods were entered upon 
pro forma invoice, under the act of June 22, 1874, and that the 
appraiser raised the value more than 10 per centum above that de- 
clared in the entry. While stating that such has been your general 
practice, you suggest a doubt whether the 20 per<^nt. additional duty 
properly attaches in a case of this kind. 

In reply, I have to state that the fact that the goods were entered 
upon pro forma invoice does not, in the view of the Department, take 
the case out of the operation of section 2900 of the Revised Statutes. 
This section states the condition under which the 20 per centum addi- 
tional duty attaches, as being when " such appraised value shall exceed 
by 10 pei* cent, or more the value so declared in the entry." 

Although the words " so declared" seem to refer to a declaration of 
value made in an entry upon certified invoice, as appears by reference 
to the former part of the section, the Department, for the purposes of 
the case, considers the pro forma invoice authorized by the act of June 
22, 1874, as an equivalent for a certified invoice. 

In view of the premises, your action in the case in question is deemed 
correct, and is therefore confirmed. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRI8TOW, 

CoiiiiEOTOR OF Customs, Boston, Mass. 



(2366.) 
Stereoscopes cmd Views for Exhibition in the United States — Dutiatble. 

Treasury Department, July 24, 1876. 

Sir: I am in receipt of your letter of the 22d instant, reporting upon 
the application of Messrs. A. Holler & Co., for the admission, free of 
duty, of certain stereoscopes and stereoscopic views, old gas fixtures, 
a music-box, and certain other articles invoiced as personal effects. 
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It appears that these articles^ belong to Messrs. Nelson & Haselgren, 
who have jast arrived from Europe, and that the. stereoscopes and pic- 
tures, which form the greater part of the articles^ mentioned in the in- 
voice, are intended for exhibition in the United States. 

Free entry is claimed upon two grounds: first, that they are profes- 
sional instruments or tools of trade of persons arriving in the United 
States; and, secondly, that they are articles of American manufacture* 
Upon the latter point no proof whatever is presented either in the 
manner required by the Eegulations or otherwise, consequently the 
claim for free entry upon that ground must be rejected. 

I am also of opinion that these articles cannot properly be considered 
as tools of trade, occupation, or employment, of persons arriving in 
the United States within the meaning of the law. 

The case is analogous, in some respects, to thatof Dr. L. J. Jordan, 
who imported into your port, in the year 1870, a large quantity of 
anatomical models for exhibition in New York, and for which the 'De- 
partment denied free entry by its letter to you of June 25, 1870. 

The application for free entry of the articles in question ii^ therefore 
denied. 

With reference to the few articles in the invoice which may fairly be 
considered personal effects, the usual course will be taken, viz,* to re^ 
quire the oath of the owner before admitting them to free entry; other- 
wise they will be chargeable with duty. 
• • * • * • *.• 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary, 
Collector of Customs, Ifew York, 



(23C7.) 
Wines — Classification of. 

Treasury Department, July 27, 1875. 

Sir : Referring to your letter of the 28th ult., enclosing a report from 
the appraiser at your port, on the question presented in the letter of Mr. 
J. D. Arquimbau of March 24th last, relative to the proper rate of duty 
on certain 160 cases of wine imported by him per steamship "Assyria,'^ 
I have to state that the Department, having received reports from the 
appraisers at New York, Boston, Philadelphia, and Baltimore, has 
arrived at the conclusion that the question is one of fact to be . deter- 
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mined by the appraisers on due examination, the following general 
principles being applicable thereto : 

It appears that portions of the wine in question were described on 
their respective labels as ^'spamante" or foaming wines, and that 
these, as well as others not so described, were fonnd to be highly, 
though. not artificially, charged with carbonic-acid gas, and to snch an 
extent, in most cases, as to expel the cork, especially npon agitating 
the bottle. This result, it appears, is due to fermentation after bottling, 
to gnard against which the same- precautions are necessary as in the 
bottling of champagnes. Hence they are put up substantially in the 
same manner, and present, on opening, the same general appearance. 
The Department, therefore, is of opinion that, under such circum- 
stances, wine . exhibiting the characteristics referred to, must be 
regarded as assimilating to champagne, and must necessarily be 
classified as '^ sparkling "wines, it being immaterial, so far as the 
question of classification is concerned, whether the characteristics in 
which the^ resemble champagne are due to natural or to artificial causes. 

Upon the question as to the proper rate of duty on "vermuth," 
also presented in the letter of Mr. Arquimban, I have to say that the 
- provision of the act of June 6, 1872, making the duty on vermuth the 
same as that iipon wines of the same cost, having been incorporated in 
the consolidated tariff as enacted in the Revised Statutes, has, in the 
opinion of this Department, thereby become a continuing or perma- 
nent provision, applicable under any rate of duty chargeable on wines 
by existing law, and consequently that the proper rate of duty on ver- 
muth is that imposed by the act of February 8, 1875, on still wines of 
the same cost. 

As a consequence of this rule, vermuth which remained in bond or 
on shipboard within the limits of any port of entry, duties unpaid, at 
the time said act took effect, is, under section 3, liable only to the duty 
imposed by that act on still wines. 

You will therefore be governed accordingly. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H, BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 
OoLLEOTOB OF CUSTOMS, New TorJc. 



(2368.) 

Penal dutf of 100 per cent, on Omitted Commission Charges. 

Tbeasuby Dbpabtment, July 28, 1876. 

Sm: Your letter of the 23d instant is received, in relation to your 
action in adding the penalty of 100 per centum on the commission of' 
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2i per centum added on the entry of certain earthenware made at yoar 
port by Peter Wright & Sons, per "B. Shunj'' from Liverpool. 

It appears from your statement that the said commission was duly 
added by the importers on the entry, but that, because it was not si>eci- 
f ed in the invoice, you claimed that the penalty prescribed by section 
14 of the act of June 22, 1874, attached thereto. 

By reference to the said section of law, you will find that the collec- 
tor is only authorized to add the penalty of 100 per centum of the 
charges and coibmissions added, when such charges ^and commissions 
are added by ^^ the collector or appraiser" after entry. 

In the caae in question, therefore, as the proper commission was vol- 
untarily added by the importers themselves, in their entry of thegoods, 
it is clear that the penalty did not apply. 

You are therefore directed to reliquidate the entry accordingly. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. fl. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 
OoLLEGTOB OF GusTOMS, Mobile^ Ala. 



(23690 
jYetr Implements imported by Immigrants for use after Arrival — Dutiable. 

Tbbasuby Dbpabtment, July 28, 1875. 

Sib : I am in receipt of y^ur letter of the 24th instant, reporting on 
the application of Mr. Charles Bouchefor the free entry of certain fifteen 
packages of implements, &c., consigned to him by Mr. George Edou, 
and claimed to be exempt from duty as the '^ professional implements " 
of a person arriving in the United States. 

From the statement of Mr. Bduche, it appears that Mr. Edon, the 
owner of the said implements, is a baker by occupation, and being 
about to emigrate to the United States, he purchased the implements 
referred to (which are all new) for the purpose of carrying on the same 
business hdtre. 

In regard thereto, I tv^ould stat'C that, as the implements in question 
have never been in use abroad, and are imported for use in a manufac- 
turing establishment, they are not entitled to exemption from duty 
under the provisions of section 2505 Kevised Statutes, and your assess- 
ment of duty thereon is hereby approved. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 
OOLLBCTOB OF CUSTOMS, New Yorlc. 
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(2370.) 

Nitre Oake^Glassificaiionof. 

Trbasubt Dbpabtmekt, July 29, 1876. 

Sib: Your letter of the 15th instaintis received, reporting in relation 
to your action in admitting to entry free of duty certain so-called nitre 
cake, imi)orted from Canada. 

It appears from the statement of the manufacturers in Canada, your 
report, and an investigation of the matter, that the article in question 
is the product or refiise of nitrate of soda, after it has been u^ed in the 
manufacture of oil of vitriol ; that, by virtue of such manufacture, it 
has ceased to be the nitrate of soda of commerce, either in quality, 
appearance, or the use to which applied; and that, altliough it may be 
sometimes used in the manufacture of fertilizers, it is capable of being 
apd is principally used in the manufacture of glauber salts and soda 
ash. 

Under these circumstances, the Department must decide that your 
action in admitting said nitre cake to free entry was incorrect, and 
that the article is dutiable at the rate of 20 per centum ad valorem ims 
a non-enumerated manufactured article. 

You are therefore directed to change your practice accordidj^ly, and 

also to call upon the importers of such articles, erroneously admitted 

free of duty, for the payment of the proi>er duty thereon. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BBISTOW, V 

Seoretarfi^, 
COLLBOTOB OF CUSTOMS, SuspefMwn Bridge^ N. Y, 



(2371.) 
Ma4fhineryfQrJlianufa(^r€8jra^ the Fibre of the Ramie^ JuUy or Flax. 

Tbkasxjby Depabtment, July 30, 1876. 

SiB: Your detter of the 27th instant was duly received, enclosing 
report of the appraiser at your port in the matter of the free irnporta- 
tion of machinery for the manufacture of goods from the fibre of the 
ramie, jute, or flax. 

The act of Feburary 8, 1875, upon this subject, provides as follows: 
<<That all machinery not now manufactured in the United States, 
adapted exclusively to manufactures from the fibre of the ramie, jute, 
or flax, may be admitted into the United States free of duty for- tWo 
years* from the flrst of July, 1875.'' 
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The Department agrees with the opinioQ expressed by the appraiser 
that it is not piucticable to make any regulation governing the free 
importatioii of saeh machinery, but that, upon arrivalof any maehjin- 
ery, claimed to be &ee of duty nnder said law, it must be carefully elz- 
amined and diligent inquiry made with reference to the non-manufac- 
ture of similar machinery in the United States at the time of the 
passage of said act; also, with reference to its being adapted exduf 
sively for manufactures from the fibre of the plants referred to. 

In any given case, where the result of such examination and inquiry 
is not entirely satisfactory, or any doubt exists in the minds of the 
customs officers, a full report of the facts should be made to the De- 
partment, whereupon the case will receive due consideration. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B.aBEISTOW, 

Secretary. 
CoLLBOTOB OP CUSTOMS, New York, 



(2372.) 

Oaviare-^Olojmficaitum of. 

Tbeasuby Depabtmbnt, Julf 3Q, 1875. 

SiiB : In reply to your letter of the 9th instant, requesting to be in- 
formed as to the proper rate of duty chargeable on caviare, (fish eggs,) 
I have to state that it is understood that this article is usually imported 
in cans containing one or two pounds, and it is the opinion of the De- 
partment that it is properly chargeable with 35 per cent, ad valorem 
duty,, as assimilating to prepared fish, nnder that clause of the Bevised 
Statutes contained in paragraph 1092, HeyPs U. S. Tariff. 
Very respectfully, 



COLLECTOB OP CUSTOMS, Erie^ Pa. 



C. F. BURNAM, 
AsHatafit Secretary. 



(2373 ) . 

Cattle from Spain — Importation of. 

Tbeasuby Depabtment, July 31, 1875. 

The Department hasreceived, through the Secretary of State, a de- 
spatch from the United States consul at Malaga, Spain, dated the 3d 
instant, in which it is stated that the. hoof and mouth disease is pre- 
valent in that consular district among cattle, sheep, and goats. 
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Beferring to section .2493 of the Eevised Statates, collectors aud 

other officers of the customs are instrncted that the importation of 

neat cattle and the hides of neat cattle into the United States from 

Spain is prohibited until otherwise ordered. 

0. F. BURNAM, 

Acting Secretary. 

COLLBCTOBS UP CUSTOMS AND OTHBES. 



(2374.) 
Linen Lap Bohee^ with Worsted Strips — Duty on, 

Tbbasuby Dbpabtmbnt, July 31, 1876. 

Sib: Your letter of the 19th instant is received, further reporting 
upon the appeal (2648(2) of George Hughes & Go. from your decision 
assessing duty at the rates of 50 cents per pound and 35 per centum 
ad valorem on certain linen lap robes, with worsted strips, imported 
per ^^ Republic " in April last, which the importers claim should only 
pay duty as manufactures of flax. 

Upon an investigation of the matter and an inspection of samples^ 
it appears that the goods in question consist of lap robes, manufactured 
principally of flax,, but with strips of worsted running near the borders 
and at intervals of about four inches throughout their lengths, such 
worsted portion not simply ornamenting the robes but forming an inte- 
gral and substantial portion thereof, and adding very materially to 
their appearance and value. 

Under these circumstances, the Department decides that the claim 
of the importers must be rejected, and that the said goods are liable to 
the rates of duty prescribed (Heyl, 1163) for ^^ all manufiBustures of 
every description composed wholly or in part of worsted," which in 
this case, as the appraiser reports the value to be over 60 and under 80 
cents per pound, wotdd be 40 cents per pound and 35 per centum ad 
valorem, and not 50 cents per pound and 35 per centum ad valorem^ 
as assessed by you. 

With the exception of the error so specified, which you are author- 
ized to' adjust, your decision is hereby affirmed. 

The general principle of this decision will also apply to the entry of 
such goods specified in the appeal (3202(2) of Arnold, Goustable & Go , 
per ^' Scotia," May 6, 1875, which was transmitted by you on the 24ta 
ultimo. 

I Bm, very respectfully. 



GoLLBGTOB OP GusTOMS, New York. 



G. P. BURNAM, 
Acting Secretary. 
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TO OOLLEOTORS OF CUSTOMS. 



TBBASXJBY DSPABTMBNTy 

Washingtony D. C\j September 1, 1875. 
The following Decisions of the Department for the month of Ao^st, 
X875y upon the constmction to be given to Acts of Congress xelating 
to the Tariff, iN'avigation, and other subjects, are published here 
with for the information and guidance of Officers of the Customs. 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary, 



(2375.) 
Importation throngh the Mail. 

The following regulation of the Post OfBce Department, having tieeo 
amended with the concurrence of the Treasury Department, is now 
published for the information of customs ofScers : 

OFFICIAL. 

An amended regulation in order to further protect the customs reven^ 

from frauds practised through the mails. 

Post Office Dbpartmbnt, 

Washington, D. C,j July 9y 1S75. 

Orderedj That scfction 52, chapter 3, of the Begulations of the Post 

Office Departmient, issued by authority of the Postmaster General, on 

the 5th of April, 1873, as modified by the order of the Postmaster 

General of January 3, 1874, be modified and amended so as to read iui 

follows: 

Section 52. When letters, sealed lyackages, or packages the wrapr 
pers of which cannot be removed without destroying them, from a 
foreign country, are received through the mails at any post office, and 
the postmaster has reason to believe that sueh letters or packages t^n- 
tain articles liable to customs duty, he shall immediately notify the 
customs officer of thie district in which his office is located, u the cus- 
toms officer desigiiated by the Secretary of the Treasury to have 
access to the several post offices to' examine the mails arriving from 
foreign countries, of the receipt of such letters or packages, and the 
names of the })ersons to whom the same are addressed, and retain such 
letters or packages b reasonable time, for the purpose of allowing such 
21 
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castoras officer to examine tbetn. Letters, registered or ordinary, or 
sealed packages, or ])ackages the wrappers of whicli cannot be opened 
without destroying them, can only be opened by the parties addressed; 
and when such letters or packages are received at the oiiice of destina- 
tion, stamped as hereinafter provided, the parties addressed should be 
notified by the postmaster at the office of delivery that such a letter or 
package has been, received at his office, believed to contain articles 
liable to duty, and that the same will be returned to the office of the 
country from whence it came, unless the person to whom it is addressed 
shall appear at the post office at a time in the said notice to be desig- 
nated, not exceeding twenty days from the date of said notice, and 
receive and open the said letter or package in the presence of an offi- 
cer of the customs; and postmasters are hereby instructed and directed 
to extend to custom-house officers all proper facilities, and permit cus- 
toms officers specially designated for that purpose by the Secretary of 
the Treasury to have access at all times to their respective offices, for 
the purpose of examining mail-matter received from foreign. countries, 
in order to protect the customs revenue from frauds practised through 
the mails: Provided, hoicever^ That nothing herein contained shall 
authorize or allow customs officers to seize or take possession of any 
letter or package whilst the same is in the custody of a postmaster, nor 
until and after the same has been delivered to the i)erson to whom it is 
addressed, unless the package, when examined, is found to contain 
articles liable to customs duty : And provided further, That no letter 
or package which is believed to contain articles liable to duty shall be 
detained at^an intermediate office, when the discovery inducing that 
belief is made at such office more than twenty-four hours, nor at the 
office of delivery a longer period of time than may be necessary for the 
person to whom such letter or package may be addressed to appear, 
After the notice hereinbefore provided has been given ; but when an 
unsealed package is found, on examination, to contain an^ article or 
articles liable to customs duty, it should be delivered to the proper 
officer of the customs, and the postmaster should inform the person to 
whom it is addressed of its arrival in the mails and its delivery to the 
customs officer; and it shall be the duty of the postmaster at an office 
at which a letter or sealed package (addressed to an interior office) 
suspected of containing articles liable to customs duty shall arrive in 
the mails from a foreign country, before forwarding such letter or 
package to the office of destination, to cause the envelope or wrapper 
thereof to be plainly stamped across its face with the words, <^ suspected 
liable to customs duty." 

MARSHALL JEWELL, 

Postmaster OenenU, 



. (2376.) 
Dutiable Value may include Fra^ctional Parts of a Dollar, 

Tebasuby Department, August 2, 1875. 

Sib: In reply to your letter of the 20th ultimo, requesting informa- 
tion as to whether there is " any law or regulation of the Treasury 
Department requiring the dutiable value of merchandise to be ex- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



277 

pressed in sums of even dollars on importations of the same, or 
wh^her an entry may correctly express the same in fractional parts 
of the dollar,'' I have to state that I know of no law or regulation 
upon the subject, and, in the absence thereof, the Department holds 
that entries may correctly express .the dutiable value in fractional 
parts of a dollar. 

I am, very respectfully, 

CHAS. F. CON ANT, 

Assistant Secretary. 
CoLLBCTOE OP CUSTOMS, BrowusvUle, Texas. 



(2877.) 
Chemical Earthenwares — Duty on. 

Treasury Deparoebnt, August d, 1875. 

Sir: Your letter of the 28th ultimo is received, reporting on the 
appeal (3072 d) of B. Westermann & Co. from your decision assessing 
duty at the rate of 40 per centum ad valorem on certain earthen 
scorifiers or crucibles, imported per "Gellert," June 9, and "Pom- 
merania," June 2, 1875, which the importers claim to be only dutiable 
at the rate of 25 per cent, ad valorem, under the provision (Heyl, 933) 
for " brown earthenware." 

It appears from the appraiser's report, and an examination of 
samples, that the goods in question are made from a material of very 
fine quality, and belong to a class of manufactures which are known 
as ^^ chemical earthenwares," to distinguish them from the common 
earthenwares of commerce, which are made of inferior clay, and are 
usually glazed on one or both sides. 

Under these circumstances, the Department decides that the appeal 
is not well taken. 

Your decision is therefore affirmed. 

I am, very respectfully, 

0. F. BURNAM, 



Acting Secretary, 



COLLEOTOR OF CUSTOMS, Ncw York. 
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(2378.) 
Immediate Transportation BondS'-^Cancellation of. 

Treasury Department, August 4, 1875. 

Sir: I am in receipt of yoar report, of the 16th instant, upon the 
application of A. Baldwin & Go. for the cancellation of their immediate 
transportation bond, No. 1804. 

It appears that you refused cancellation of this bond, for the reason 
that the certificate of delivery, (Form 163, Customs Begulations,) 
received from the port of destination, does not set forth that the goods 
<' were either entered for* consumption and the duties paid,, or ware- 
house and bond given for the duties," it being stated, in lien thereof, 
that, the goods were duly delivered to the proper officers, and are 
"unclaimed." 

In reply, I have to state that the condition of the immediate trans-* 
portation bond (Form No. 156, of Customs Begulations) requires not 
only the delivery of the goods to the collector at the port of destina- 
tion,' but also that his certificate of such delivery shall be deposited 
with the collector at the port of original importation; and, further- 
more, that the obligors shall comply in all respects with the laws and 
regulations: relating to the transportation of such merchandise. 

The regulations require that such goods, on arrival at the port of 
destiuatiou, shall be entered for consumption or for warehouse, and 
that a statement to that effect shall be embodied In the certificate of 
delivery, (Form No. 163.) 

It is thus apparent that the condition of the bond is not satisfied 
unless entry is made, as above stated, at the port of destination, and 
the evidence of such state of facts is embodied in the certificate of 
delivery produced for the purpose of procuring cancellation of the 
bond. 

In view of the foregoing, it is manifest that your action in declining 
to cancel said bond, under the circumstances detailed, was correct. 

At the proper timfe after maturity you are instructed to report this 
bond for prosecution, unless in the meantime a certificate of delivery in 
regular form is produced or an extension procured, and like action 
will be taken as regards other bonds similarly circumstanced. 
1 am, very respectfully, 

C. F. BtJRNAM, 



Collector of Customs, New York. 



Acting Secretary. 
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(2379.) 
Dressed Dolls. 

Tbbasxtby Department, August 5, 1875. 

Sib: Your letter of the 22d ultimo is received, farther relating to 
the question submitted by Heyer Bros., as to the proper rate of duty 
on certain dolls imported int^o your port. 

These dolls, it appears, are what are known as ^^rag-^pHs," the same 
being made of rags, with painted faces, and dressed. 

They are evidently not 'Molls' wardrobes," as claimed by the ap- 
praiser, which were held by the Department to be dutiable as toys, 
but being dolls, and commercially known as such, they should be classi- 
fied at the rate of 35 per centum ad valorem, under the provision 
(Hey 1,1260) for "dolls.'' This is the practice which prevails at New 
Tork, on the importation of such goods. 

I am, very respectfully, 

C. F. BURlfAM, 



OOLLEGTOB OF OUSTOMS, BostOUj MosS. 



Acting Secretary. 



(2380.) 
Alcoholic Perfumery. 

Tbbasuby Depabtmbnt, August 7, 1876. 

SiB: Your letter of the 23d ultimo was duly received, submitting 
the appeal (No. 4773 d) of Messrs. J. & B. W. Block! from your decision 
exacting duty at the rate of $3 per gallon and 50 per centum ad 
valorem on certain perfumery imported by them, per the steamer 
"Italia," from Marseilles, into the port of New York, and shipped 
thence to your port under immediate transportation bond, (No. 2375,) 
the parties claiming that the article in question is liable only to a duty 
of 50 per centum ad valorem, under the provision in Schedule M con- 
tained in the first clause of paragraph 1268 of Heyl's Tariff for 1875. 

The appraiser reports the article as alcoholic perfumery, dutiable at 
$3 per gallon and 50 per centum ad valorem, under the clause next 
succeeding that under which claim for duty at 50 i)er cent, ad valorem 
is made. 

It is not denied that, in the perfumery in question, alcohol is the 
ingredient -iof chief value, and the duty charged by you, therefore, 
clearly attaches under the provision mentioned in Schedule M. 
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It 18 ascertained, upon inquiry, that the duty charged by you is that 

charged on similar importations at Uie port of New York. 

Your decision is hereby affirmed. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. iBitlSTOW, 

Secretary. 
OoLLBOTOB OP CUSTOMS, ChtoogOj Illinois, 



(2381.) 

&ood8 withdrawn from Warehouse to he used on VeseeU oonstrActing for 

Foreign Trade. 

Tbbasxtby Department, August 7, 1875. 

SiB: Your letter of the 28th ultimo is received, transmitting the 
appeal (4846^) of E. C. Sonle from your decision exacting duty on 
certain wire rope, withdrawn from bond at your port, which the 
importer claims to be exempt from duty, because it is intended, as 
alleged, to be used in the equipment of a vessel now being constructed 
for the foreign trade. 

Section 2513 of the Revised Statutes allows certain specified articles 
to be withdrawn from bond free of duty wheo intended for use in 
the construction or equipment of vessels to be employed in the foreign 
trade, but among such articles wire rope is not included. 

The Department must therefore decide that the said wire rope is 
not entitled to the benefits prescribed by the said section of law, 
which must be held to be applicable only to the articles si>ecifically 
mentioned therein. 

Your decision is therefore affirmed. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 
GoLLBGTOB OP CUSTOMS, Portland, Maine. 



(2382.). 
Transfers of Government Property. 

tJeeasuby Depabtmbnt, August 7, 1876. 

Sib: I. The Department being advised that certain custodians 
assume authority to transfer furniture, fixtures, &c., from one office 
to another, (contrary to the regulations of this Department, rendering 
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it impracticable to keep a correct record of the same,) you are hereby- 
informed that strict conformity to the regulations will be required of 
custodians, and such transfers must not, under any circumstances^ be 
made, unless previonsly authorized by this Department. 

II. Department Circular of May 8, 1869, is modified in the following 
particular, viz : You will be required to render semi-annual returns to 
the Supervising Architect, instead of quarterly as heretofore — the first 
return to be made on December 31, 1876. 

III. You will mail your returns promptly on the 1st of January and 
1st of July of each year. 

B. H. BRISTOW, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Officers, Custodians of Govbbnmbnt Propbbty. 



(2383.) 
Pattern Cards. 

Teeasuby Department, Auguetl, 1876. 

Sib: Your letter of the 28th ultimo was duly received, submitting 
the appeal (No. 3191 d) of Messrs. C. F. Hovey & Co., from your de- 
cision assessing duty on certain pattern cards included in an invoice 
of goods per steamer '* China,'' from Liverpool, England, February 
27, 1875. 

These pattern cards, it appears, exhibited small samples of the good8 
contained in the cases, and it is claimed by the importers that such 
samples have no mercantile value, and are not intended for sale, but 
merely to show the contents of the cases represented by them, and are 
therefore not liable to duty. 

Separate charges, however, are made on the invoice for these pattern 
cards, amounting in the one case to £1 9^. 9(2., and in the other to 
£2 8d.; and in the spe6ial report of the appraiser, giving his reasons 
for including these charges in the dutiable value, he states that he 
does not consider these pattern cards as properly coming within the 
designation of *^ samples not having commercial value," mentioned in 
articles 386 and 387 of the Begulations, which are therein declared to 
be not liable to duty. 

In this opinion the Department concurs; and in a letter dated De- 
cember 20, 1862, addressed to the collector of customs at your port, in 
a similar case, it was stated that the charge upon the invoice was to 
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be considered indubitable evidence of the commercial value of the pat- 
tern cards or samples, and therefore subject to duty. 

That decision properl}^ governs the present case, and your assess- 
ment of duty upon the invoice value of said pattern cards is therefore 
affirmed. 

I am, respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 

GOLLEOTOB OF CUSTOMS, BostOUj MoSS. 



(2384.) 
Malt Liquors in Bottles — Ganging of, 

Teeasuby Department, August 7, 1875. 

Sib: Under date of January 19, 1867, the Department, in reply to a 
letter from fiie collector of customs at Wilmington, N. C, requesting 
instructions in relation to the assessment of duty on an importation of 
bottled ale and porter, directed the collector at that port to assess the 
duty ia conformity with the practice at the port of New York. The 
New York collector reported that the practice of his office was ** gov- 
erned by the report of the appraisers, who usually return 12 quart 
bottles as equal to 2} gallons, and 12 pint bottles as equal to 1^ gal- 
lons. If the bottles are of usual size the contents are measured b^^ 
them^ 

By a report recently received from Special Agent Goddard, it 
appears that at your port, where " it has been the practice to ascertain 
the quantity by actual gauge, it has been found that the quantity con- 
tained in 100 barrels of quart bottles exceeds that estimated under the 
provisions of the letter above referred to, about 112 J gallons, the pints 
also overrunning, about the same proportion.'' 

The report of Special Agent Goddard, having been referred to the 
collector at New York, has been returned by him, accompanied with 

the following special report from the appraiser at that port. . 
♦.'-♦ ♦. * •. • « 

"I am of the opinion, however, as at present advised, that this 
variation between the actual or true average gauge, and the present 
^estimated' average gauge, is fully equal to the difference stated in the 
letter of Mr, Special Agent Goddard; and it seems probable, from my 
investigations thus far, that the true average contents of the 'pint' and 
* quart' bottles of ale and porter will be found to be nearly or quite IJ 
^.nd 2J gallons, respectively, to the dozen." 
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In view of these facts, the iostrnctions contained in the letter of 
January 19, 1867, are hereby modified, with regai'd to the then esti- 
mated average gange, and the present average gaage as reported ]>y 
the appraiser at New York is substituted in lieu thereof, unless an 
actual gauge shows a different result. 
You will be governed accordingly. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BEISTOW, 

Secretary. 
OoLLBOTOB OP CUSTOMS, iSfon IVanciico, Gal. 



(2385.) 

Flaster Statuary for Churches. 

Tbeasubt Depabtmbnt, August 9, 1875. 

Sib: Your letter of the 27th ultimo is received^ transmitting the ap- 
peal (4820 (2) of H, Herder from your decision, assessing duty on certain 
plaster figures imported into your port, via New York, under immediate 
transportation bond, which the importer claims to be exempt from duty 
as statuary specially imported for the use of churches. 

The articles in question appear fh>m your report to be figures made, 
of composition plaster and painted, representing our Saviour and seve- 
,ral of the saints, for use in the decoration of Roman Gatholic churches, 
which, notwithstanding they may, .as alleged, be manufactured at an 
artistic institute, cannot with any propriety be considered as coming 
within the provision for '^statuary" as used in the tariff acts, as such 
term is therein construed (Heyl, 1349) <^to include the professiohal 
productions of a statuary or of a sculptor only." 

The Department, therefore, decides that the appeal is not well taken, 
and that your action in assessing duties on the said plaster figures was 
correct and proper. 

Your decision is affirmed. 

I am, very respectfully, 

0. F. BURNAM, 

Acting Secretary. 

SUBVBYOE OP OUSTOMS, St'LoUXSy Mo. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



284 

(2386.) 
Kaleidoscopes — Classification of. 

Tbbasuey Department, Augivst 9, 1875. 

Sra: Your letter of the Slst ultimo was duly received, submittiug 
the appeal (No. 4880 d) of Messrs. Strasburger, Pfeiffer & Co. from 
your assessment of duty at the rate of 50 per cent, ad valorem on cer- 
tain kaleidoscope's imported by them, per the "Wieland," March 13, 
1875. 

You report that the appraiser classified the goods "glass toys," and 
that duty was assessed thereon at the above rate accordingly. 

in the opinion of the Department this classification and rate of duty 
is the proper on^T under the law, and your decision is therefore affirmed. 
I am, very respectfully, 
By order: CHAS. F. CONANT, 

Assistant Secretary. 
CoLLEOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Ncw YorJc. 



(2387.) 
Smuggling in Fishing Craft. 

Teeasuby Depabtmbnt, August 11, 1876. 

This Department is in receipt of information showing that vessels 
and boats upon the lakes of the northern, northeastern, and north- 
western frontiers of the United States, ostensibly engaged in fishing, 
have been used to smuggle Canadian liquors and other merchandise 
into this country. As, from the nature of the employment of such 
craft, their approach to any point in the CTnited States is unlikely to 
excite suspicion of unlawful intent, ofticeri^ of the customs on said 
frontiers are directed to exercise special vigilance to prevent infrac- 
tions by them of the laws relating to the importation of goods, wares, 
and merchandise, and to secure a strict observance, by all concerned, 
of the instructions upon the subject of smuggling in boats, carriages, 
&c., from adjacent territory, contained in Circular of this Department 
dated October 7, 1872. 

Very respectfully, 

C. F. BUENAM, 

Acting Secretary, 

OOLLBCTOBS OP CUSTOMS AND OTHEBS. 
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(2388.) 
Teams of Emigrants, 

Treasury Department, Ati^w*t 12, 1876. 

Sir : Your letter of the 10th of May last is received, transmittiug 
the appeal (2775 d) of Thomasi Fergason from your decision assessing 
duty on two horses, harnesses, and robes, which the party claims to 
be exempt from duty on the ground that they are his personal efifects, 
old and in use, brought with him on emigrating to the United States. 

It appears that the horses in question were raised by Mr. Ferguson 
on his farm in Canada, and were brought with him to use on a farm 
near Chester, Michigan, where he intends settling, and also that the 
other articles are his personal efifects, old and in use. 

Under these circumstances, the Department decides that the horses, 
as well as the said articles, being personal efifects, old and in use, and 
necessary for the prosecution of the trade or occupation of the immi- 
grant, are entitled to ft*ee entry, as well under the general provision 
(Heyl, 1793) for << personal efifects,^ &c., as under the provision (Heyl^ 
1473) for "teams of animals, including their harness and tackle," when 
brought by immigrants. 

You are therefore authorized to adjust the entry accordingly, and 
to take the necessary steps for refunding the duties erroneously 
exacted. 

I am, very respectfully, 

C. F. BUBNAM, 



Collector of Customs, Detroitj Mich. 



AeUng Secretary. 



(2389.) 

Protests and Appeals. 

Treasxtrt Department, August 13, 187^5. 
The attention of collectors and other, ofl&cers of the custom^ is speci- 
ally called to sections 2931 and 2932 of the Bevisidd Statutes, relative 
to protests and appeals to be taken by importers against alleged 
excessive assessments of duty, and, for the~^general information of 
importers and others concerned, the sections referred to are herewith 
published, as followjs: 

"Section 2931. On the entry of any vessel, or of any merchandise, 
the decision of the collector of customs at the port of importation «Lnd 
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entry, as to tbe rate and amount of duties to be paid on the tonnage 
of such vessel or on such merchandise, and the dutiable costs and 
charges thereon, shall be final and conclusive against all persons in- 
terested therein, unless the owner, master, commander, or consignee 
of such vessel, in the case of .duties levied on tonnage, or the owner, 
importer, consignee, or agent of the merchandise, in the case of duties 
levied on merchandise, or tbe costs and charges thereon, shall, within 
ten days after the ascertainment and liquidation of the duties by the 
proper officers of the customs, as well in cases of merchandise entered 
in bond as, for consumption, give notice in writing to the collector on 
each entry, if dissatisfied with his decision, setting forth therein, dis- 
tinctly and specifically, the grounds of his objection thereto, and shall 
within thirty days after the date of such ascertainment and liquidation, 
appeal therefroin to the Secretary of the Treasury. The decision of 
the Secretary on such appeal shall be final and conclusive; and such 
^'essel, or merchandise, or costs and charges, shall be liable to duty 
accordingly, unless suit shall be brought within ninety days after the 
decision of the Secretary of the Treasury on such appeal for any duties^ 
which shall have been paid before the date of such decision on such 
vessel, or on such merchandise, or costs or charges, or within ninety 
days after the payment of duties paid after the decision of the Secre- 
tary. No suit shall be maintained in any court for the recovery of any 
duties alleged to have been erroneously or illegally exacted, until the 
decision of the Secretary of the Treasury shall have been first had on 
such appeal, unless the decision of the Secretary shall be delayed more 
than ninety days from the date of such api»eal in case of an entry at 
any port ea«t of the Rocky mountains, or more than five months in 
case of an entry west of those mountains. 

"Section 2932. The decision of the respective collectors of customs 
as to all fees, charges, and exactions of whatever character, other than 
those relating to' the rate and amount of duties to be paid on the ton- 
nage of any vessel, or on merchandise and the dutiable costs and 
charges thereon, claimed by them, or by any of the officers under them, 
in the perlbrmance of their official duty, shall be final and conclusive 
against all persons interested in such fees, charges, or exactions, unless 
the like notice that an appeal will be taken from such decision to the 
Secretaty of the Treasury shall be given within ten days from the 
making of such decision, and unless such apiwal shall actually be 
taken within thirty days from the making of such decision; and the 
decision of the Secretary of tlie Treasury shall be final and conclusive 
upon the matter so appealed, unless suit shall be brought for the re- 
covery of such fees, charges, or exactions, within the period as pr<>- 
vided for in the preceding section in regard to duties. No suit shall 
be maintained in any court for the recovery of any such fees, costs, 
and charges, alleged to have been erroneously or illegally exacted, 
until the decision of the Secretary of the Treasury shall have been first 
had on such appeal, unless such decision of the Secretary shall be 
delayed more than ninety days from the date of such appeal in case of 
an entry at any port east of the Rocky mountains, or more than five 
motiths in case, of an entry west of those mountains." 

These sections of law prescribe the only way in which importers can 
secure a review, by the Department, of the action of customs officers 
in deciding upon rates of duty. 
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Protests must be made in duplicate addressed to tlie coUeclor or 
surveyor making the assessment, and, as well as appeals, should be 
filed with such officer, the appeal, and one copy of the protest, to be 
by him forwarded to the Department. 

It occasionally happens that appellants transmit their appeals directly 
to the Dei>artment, which are then necessarily returned to the collec- 
tor for report. In reporting upon such appeals, as also upon those 
originally fijed with customs officers, they will be careful in all cases 
to state whether protest and appeal have been taken within the time 
required by law, and to see that the date of liquidation of the entry is 
endorsed upon each appeal before transmission to the Department. 

Care will also be taken, in submitting or reporting upon appeals, to 
state the character of the goods involved, with sufficient clearness to 
enable the Department to act understandingly in deciding such appeals. 

It will be observed that section 2931, before quoted, requires that 
the protest shoulcl set forth specifically the grounds of the objection to 
the duty assessed, and in pursuance thereof it is held by the Depart- 
ment that protests should stated clearly and distinctly the grounds 
thereof, and the nature and extent of the claim made by the importers 
with reference to the classification of the merchandise to which the 
same relates, and the rate of duty which should in their opinion be 
assessed thereon. 

When a protest is defective in any of these particulars, the importers 
should be requested to amend the same, and to that end the protest 
should l>e duly examined by the customs officers at the time of filing. 
The appeal may, at the option of the importer, be filed concurrently 
with the protest. 



C. F. BURNAM, 

Aeting Secretary. 



COLLECTOBS OP CUSTOMS AND OTHERS. 



(2390.) 
Cabinet Woods, sawed and split. 

Treasury Department, Avgvst 13, 1875. 

Sir: I am in receipt of your report of the 7th. instant, with the 
accompanying reports from the appraiser's office, in response to the 
inquiry, in Department's letter of the 2d ipstant, as to whether it is 
your practice to classify mahogany and cedar logs, which have been 
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sawed aud split merely f<^ conveuience in handlipg and stowage in the 
importing vessel, as manufactured or unmanufactured wood. 

The assistant appraiser reports to your office that when logs have 
been cut "through and through" — that is to say, from end to end — or 
have been halved or quartered into sizes solely with a view to economy 
in handling or stowing, it has been the practice of his office to classify 
them as "cabinet wood, unmanufactured, free." 

You suggest, however, in your letter of transmittal, that such prac- 
tice would seem to be at variance with the ruling found in Synopsis 
No. 1412, admitting free, under the provision of the tariff for "cabinet 
woods, unmanufactured," cedar logs from six to sixteen feet long, not 
manufactured in any respect further than having the sides roughly 
hewn for the purpose of convenience in handling and in transportation. 

After a full consideration of the subject, the Department has arrived 
at the conclusion that such logs, when halved or quartered by being 
cut through from end to end in the manner indicated in the appraiser's 
rei>ort, are advanced beyond the condition of unmanufactured cabinet 
wood, and cannot, therefore, be admitted to free entry as such. 

Any process of cutting or sawing to which such logs may be sub- 
mitted, other than that specified in the decision above referred to, must 
be considered as taking the article out of the category of "cabinet 
wood, unmanufactured." 

You will please be governed accordingly. 
, I am, very respectfully, 

C. F. BUEJfAM, 



Collector of Customs, New York. 



Acting Secretary. 



(2391.) 
Value of Aiistricm Florin. 
Treasury Department, August 14, 1875. 

Sir: Respectfully referring to Department's letters of November 2, 
1874, and February 25, 1875, reversing your decision on appeals (Nos. 
334 c, 1562 c, 8138 c, 8643 c, 8644 c, and 9286 c) of Mr. G. Cramer, from 
your assessment of duty on merchandii^e imported by him, which ap- 
peals involved the question of the proper value of the Austrian paper 
florin, in which currency the invoice of the merchandise embraced 
therein was made out, I have to state that the Au^rian florin is, as 
you are aware, a silver coin, and for a long time it was the custom in 
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making out consqlar certificates of the depreciation of the papcir florin 
to take the value relatively ix) the silver coin which the paper florin 
represented. 

On the 2d of November, 1874, this Department addi^essed a letter to 
the Secretary of State, requesting him to instruct consuls that certifi- 
cates of the value of the depreciated Austrian paper florin should be 
made upon the basis of the value of such paper currency relatively to 
the value of the 8-florin gold piece of Austria, as compared with the 
gold coin of the United States. 

Mr. Cramer requests that instructions be given to consular oflftcers 
to issue new certificates based upon the value of the 8-florin gold piece, 
or invoices certified prior to the receipt by such consular officers of the 
instructions referred to.- 

Upon due consideration of the matter, this Depa.rtment is of opinion 
that consuls may properly grant such certificates, based upon the value 
of the 8-florin gold piece, upon invoices certified on and after the date 
of the issuance of said instructions, to wit, November 2, 1874, and that 
upon the receipt by you of such certificates, entries covered by due 
protest and appeal should be reliquidated accordingly by invoices. 

The rule laid down herein is the limit of relief which can properly 
be granted in such cases, and the Department of State will be requested 
to instruct consular officers to issue such new certificates upon proper 
application therefor. 

The invoices covered by the appeals of Mr. Cramer, which were de- 
cided the 6th of November l^t, were of course certified prior to the 
said date of November 2, and are consequently excluded from the rule 
herein laid down. 

On examination of the appeal 8138 c, decided February 25, 1875, it is 
found that^he entries covered therein were made on the 7th of Novem- 
ber, 1874, and it follows that in that case also the invoices were certified 
prior to said date of November 2 ; and the instructions contained in 
the said letters of November 2, 1874, and February 25, 1875, directing 
a reversal of your assessment of duty upon the value of the paper florin 
relatively to the value of the silver florin, are accordingly reversed; 
provided the reliquidation and consequent refund of duty therein di- 
rected has not yet been carried into effect, which the Department un- 
derstands to be the fact. 

I am, very respectfully, 

O. F. BUENAM, 

Acting Secretarv 
Collector op Customs, yew Tark. 
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(2392.) 

Italian Cloths. 

Tbbasuby Department. August 18, 1875. 

Sib: The Department has had under consideration for sometime 
past the question whether certain classes of goods describied as ** strii>ed 
and fancy Italians" are, as claimed by Importers, entitled to classifi- 
cation either as "women's aud children's dress goods," or as "real or 
imitation Italian cloths," thus subjecting them to square-yard and ad- 
valorem duty, or whether they should continue to be classified under 
the decision of the De'imrtment, dated August 29, 1874, (Synopsis 
1922,) as "manufactures of worsted not otherwise provided for," thus 
subjecting them to a duty per pound and ad 'valorem. 

A number of appeals involving the question were decided by the 
Department's letter to you of the 14th of Jannary last, holding such 
goods liable to duty as manufactures of worsted, among which, how- 
ever, were two (Nos. 5575c and 6247 <?) on certain merchandise imported 
by Hermann & Co., the decision as to which was afterwards by letter 
dated January 18, 1875, reversed, on the ground that, as matter of fact, 
the goods embraced in those particular appeals were the Italian cloths 
of commerce, and as such specifically provided for in the tariff. 
Through a misapprehension of the tenor of the letter of January 18, 
as it subsequently appeared, the Department was understood to have 
receded from the position which it had taken in the decision Of August 
29, with reference to the class of goods known as striped and fancy 
Italians. This misapprehension was corrected by a circular letter ad- 
dressed to the collectors at the principal ports under date of April 1, 
1875, and published in the monthly record of decisions as Ko. 2173. 
In View of the circumstances, and of the large number of appeals in- 
volved, it was deemed proper by the Department to institute further 
inquiries, with a view of arriving, if practicable, at some general prin- 
ciples of classification which might be applied to the several descrip- 
tions of goods claimed to be "real or imitation Italians." . 

Eeports were accordingly requested, and have been i^eived from 
the principal ports, presenting the results of the further investigations 
made by the cfhiet customs officers, together with their views on the 
questions involved. 

With reference to the distinguishing characteristics of real and imi- 
tation Italian cloths, the evidence shows that, originally, the only real 
"Italians" were a plain twilled fabric, having a worsted warp with silk 
filling, while in th<fe imitation the warp was of cotton and the filling of 
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worsted, the cost of production of tlie latter being much less than that 
of the former. These seem, to have been the distinguishing features 
of real and imitation <^ Italians," when the act of March 2, 1807, im- 
posing certain duties on wool and manufactures thereof, was passed; 
but it further appears that the importation of the ^^real" article, com- 
posed only of silk and worsted, has ceased, while the article composed 
of cotton and worsted, formerly known as the "imitation," has super- 
seded the other, and become in turn the real Italian cloths of com- 
merce, although in some few instances Italians, composed entirely of 
worsted, were imported. • .• • • 

Besides the article composed of cotton and worsted, known formerly 
as "imitatipn," and subsequently as "real" Italians, there is, it seems, 
another composed wholly of cotton, but woven in the manner peculiar 
to Italian cloth, which is said to be commercially recognized as imita- 
tion Italians. This description of goods is, however, clearly excluded 
from classification nnd<er the provision for Italian cloths, as both the 
act of March 2, 1867, and Schedule L of the Bevised Statutes embrace 
only such real or imitation Italian cloths as are composed wholly or 
in part of wool, worsted, the hair of the Alpaca goat, or other like 
animals. Goods made wholly of cotton, although claimed to be imi- 
tation Italian cloths, are therefore liable to duty under Schedule A. 

With reference to the article described as "striped or fancy Italians," 
it may be stated that the evidence before the Department tends very 
strongly to show that at the time of the passage of the act of 1867 none 
of such goods were commercially recognized as belonging to the cate- 
gory of "Italian cloths." The fact that they were afterwards given 
that designation cannot have the effect of bringing them within the 
specific provision of the tariff relating to real or imitation Italian 
cloths — a designation which, when the act was passed, had a distinct, 
well-defined application, but which, in view of the intent of the act 
referred to, cannot reasonably be extended to goods then wholly 
unknown by that name. 

In the coni^tructiod of tariff acts imposing duties upon merchandise 
according to the commercial designation thereof, the designation in 
force at the time of the passage of the act must be regarded, and not 
that afterward acquired. A contrary rule would enable importers to 
vary old, or create new, trade designations at their pleasure, and thus 
frequently render the provisions of the tariff of uncertain application. 

The Department, in view of all the facts before it, is of opinion that 
the rule prescribed by the decision of August 29, 1874, above referred 
to, is, on the whole, strictly in accordance with the intent of the origi- 
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nal act as reproduced in the revised tariff of Juue 22, 1874, and hence 
that the article commercially known as "striped or fancy Italians," if 
containing worsted, is dutiable as a manufacture of worsted not other- 
wise provided for, but, if containing no worsted and made wholly of 
cotton, is dutiable as a manufacture of cotton. 

It may be proper, in this connection, to refer to the fact that some 
varieties of the goods in question, when imported by dry-goods houses, 
have been admitted as dress goods liable to square-yard and ad-valorem 
duty, (Heyl, 1166,) while the same description of goods, or goods closely 
analagous thereto, when imported by tailoring houses, have been 
charged with duty per. pound and a4 valorem, as manufactures of 
worsted, (Heyl, 1163.) For the sake of uniformity, therefore, the 
apparent object of the importation, whether for use as dress goods, or 
for coat linings and other like 'purposes, will hereafter be disregarded, 
and the classification will be treated simply as a question of fact, in 
accordance with the views hereinbefore expressed. 

You are requested to furnish the appraiser at your port with a copy 
of these instructions for hii^ information and guidance. 
I am, very respectfully, 

C. F. BUENAM, 



CoLLEGTOB OP CUSTOMS, Netc Yorh 



Acting Secretary. 



(2393.) 

Discontinuance of Return of Duties collected on Articles not enteted by 

Certified Invoice, 

Treasuby Department, Atigust 18, 1876. 

Sirs : Referring to instructions of November 6, 1874, enclosing Form 
No. 309J, for " return of duties collected on articles not entered by 
certified invoice," you are hereby instructed to discontinue, irom and 
after the receipt hereof, the forwarding of such returns to the Secretary 
of the Treasury. You will, however, require your subordinates at the 
several stations, including ferries and other outposts, within your dis- 
trict, if any, where duties are collected on articles of small value, to 
use the said form in making returns to your office. 
I am, very respectfully, 

C.F. BUENAM, 

Acting Secretary. 
COLLEOTORS OP CUSTOMS, Ogdensburgh, N. Y., and other ports. 
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(2394.) 
Fees for Entry Coastwise* 

Treasuby Department, August 19, 1875. 

Sir : I have received your letter of the 13th instant, inquiring what 
construction should be given to section 2G54 of the Revised Statutes, 
which provides for the collection of a fee for the. entry of a vessel. 
You remark that it does not seem probable that it was intended that 
a fee of $2 50 should be charged for entrance coastwise, yet, in your 
opinion, the section covers all entries. 

You are informed, in reply, that the. fee mentioned is not to be ex- 
acted on the entry of a vessel coastwise. The fee in such a case would 
be 25 cents for a licensed vessel under 50 tons and 50 cents for one 
over, and for a registered vessel, $1. 

The section referred to above does not embrace coastwise entries. 

Very respectfully, 

CHAS. F. CONANT, 

Ajssistant Secretary, 
Collector op Customs, Fernandina, Fla. 



(2395.) 
- Earthenware Matchsafes — Olasiifleathn of. 

Trbasitry Department, August 19, 1875. 

Sir : Your letter of the 14th iustaut is received, further in regard to 
the protest of Mr. J. A. Mohlenhoff against your assessment of duty, 
at the rate of 75 per centum ad valorem, on certain articles imported 
by him, classified by you as *^ smokers' articles," and transmitting the 
a])peal of said party (4756 d) upon the question. 

An examination of the samples transmitted shows that they are 
made of earthenware, gilt and colored, and are, or may be, used as 
mantel ornaments, one of them having the figure of a dog upon it, and 
the other representing a sheaf of grain, while both have a small recep- . 
tacle which, although adapted to the use of holding tapers or cigars, 
may also be used for holding small miscellaneous articles. Both have 
also a small tray, which maf^ be optionally used as a receptacle for the 
ashes of cigars, remnants of matches, &c. 

These articles were classified by you under that clause of Schedule 
M of the Beyised Statutes which imposes a duty of 75 per cent, ad 
valorem on ^' pipe-cases, pipe-stems, tips, mouth-pieces, and metallic 
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moautings for pipes, aud all other parts of pipes, or pipe-fixtares, and 
all smokers^ articles.^ 

The Department is of opinion that the class of Articles to be included 
under the term <' all smokers' articles " is indicated, to a considerable 
extent, by the enameration which precedes it, and that articles, such 
as are the subject of the present appeal, which are a<fapted for other 
uses besides that of smokers, and hence cannot be regarded as strictly 
<' smokers' articles," are not embraced therein. 

Upon inquiry at the port of New York, it is ascertained that similar 
articles are there classified as colored and glazed earthenware, liable 
to duty at the rate of 40 per cent, ad valorem ; and the Department, 
after careful consideration, decides that such classification and rate of 
duty is correct. You will, therefore, readjust the entry accordingly, 
protest and appeal having been taken within the time prescribed by law^ 



SuEVBYOR OP Customs, Cindnnatiy Ohio. 



I am, very respectfully. 

Acting Secretary. 



O. F. BUENAIVC,, 



(2396.) 
Counting of Slates. 

Treasury Department, August 20, 1876. 

Sir : Keferriug to Department's letter to you, dated the 7th ultimo, 
in relation to the appeal (3S16d) of A. K. Miller & Co., concerning cer- 
tain slates, imported from England per '* Cordova^" June 11, 1875, 
which the importers claim should be assessed with duty by counting 
twelve hundred (1200) as a thousand (1000) slates, I have to say that, 
since the date of such letter, the importers have presented proofs, con- 
sisting of English price lists and certificates from importers engaged 
in the business of importing slates, from which it satisfactorily appears 
that their claim is correct, aud that it is the custom of the trade to 
consider twelve hundre<i (1200) slates as a thousand, (1000,) the price- 
lists specifying price per M of 1200 slates. 

Under these circumstances, the Department decides that the appeal 
is well taken, aud that the importers are entitled to an adjustment of 
their entry on the basis of such established custom, which, it may be 
remarked, is similar to that which has been so long in vogue in the 

earthenware trade. 

I am, very respectfully, 

C. F. BUENAM, 

Acting Secretary. 
Collector op Customs, New Orleans, La. 
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(231^7.) 
Tannage Dues on German Vessels. 

Treasury Department, August 20, 1875. 

Sir: I have received your letter of the 17th inst, submitting appealls 
by Messrs. Oelrichs & Co. frbm your decision levying dues on the ton- 
nage of the following-named vessels, viz : 

Steamships "l^eckar,» July 3, 1875; " Mose V July 10, 1876; "Do- 
nan," July 17, 1875; " Main," July 24, 1875 ; " Eheim,^ July 30, 1876, 
and " Oder," August 6, 1875, fiom Bremen. 

The grounds of objection to your decision, set forth in the printed 
protests ficcompanying the appeals, (to-'viit: 1. That said dues are 
levied in violation and contravention of existing treaty stiplations and 
regulations between this country and Bremen. 2. " That under existing 
treaty stipulations, the nation under whose flag the above-named ves- 
sels sail, is placed on the footing of the most favored nation, and can- 
not, under said treaty, be required to pay any higher duties or charges 
than are paid by the vessels of the most favored nation,'') are not 
considered by the Department as affording any valid reason why the 
tax should not have been collected. Your decision, therefore, is 
affirmed. 

In regard to the protests, it may be remarked, that it i.s somewhat 

doubtful whether a court would decide them to be in conformity to 

law, which requires that the grounds of objection shall be set forth 

therein distinctly and specifically. 

Very respectfully, 

CHAS. F. CO^^ANT, 

Assistant Secretary. 
CoLLEOtOR OP Customs, I^ew Yark. 



(2398.) 

Deposit of Registers in Cuba. 

Treasury Department, August 21, 1875. 
Sir: I am in receipt of your letter of the 12th instant, enclosing the 
evidence on which the brig " Harry Virden" was permitted to enter 
without producing the certificate of registrj^, which the master had left 
in the hands of the captain of the port of Tumas de Zaza, and refust^d 
also to pay a fine of $50 for alleged violation of the port regulations. 
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You stat^ that the master doea not appear to have been at faalt; and 
suggest that aathority be given to the collector at Philadelphia to 
issue a duplicate register. 

The papers in the case were transmitted to the Secretary of State, 
/with the request that he would take such action as he might deem 
proi)ei:. 

The -4cti^g Secretary of State has forwarded to the Department the 
register and crew list of this vessel, herewith enclosedi, which the 
master deposited with the captain of the port of Zaza, together with a 
copgf of a dispatch from the coilsul general of the United States at 
Qavaoa, and a translation of a communication from the commandant 
general of marine^ who returned the ship's papers. 

The consul general states that he has asked for further information, 
but will pay the fine himself, trusting to collect the money from the 
owners or the master on his return to Cuba. 

The Acting Secretary of State observes, however, that as there was 
no consular officer of the United States at the port in question, it does 
not 9>ppear that the deposit of the ship's papers in some appropriate 
plsbce w.as unusual, and that where a fine is imposed by the local 
anthorities, it must lead to difficulty and endless trouble, if the master 
of a vessel may, without application to the nearest consular officer, 
secretly sail from a port without his register or other documents, and 
obtain new ones on his arrival in the United States. It is true that 
many fines have been imposed in Cuba under circumstances which call 
for complaint and remonstrance, and it is possible that this may be 
among the number, but the captain of the vessel has chosen to take 
the law into his own hands and such course can hardly fail to increase 
the difficulties of intercourse with Cuba, and embarrass other masters 
of vessels. 

Until the whole of the facts in the case have been ascertained, the 
Department cannot determine the action to.be taken. Meantime, as 
the proceedings of the master in taking his vessel out of port during 
the night, when he had been requested to come on shore to get his 
ship's papers, are not to be justified, it seems proper, if the vessel is 
still in your port, that you should call upon him for an explanation in 
the light of the present communication, which, if not satisfactory, may, 
enable you to take such steps as you think right under the circum- 
stances. 

Very respectfully. 



OoLLBOTOiB OF CUSTOMS, New York., 



C. F. BUENAM, 

Acting Secretary. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



297 

(2399.) 

Alien, Tannage Dues. 

Tbsasuby Dbpabtmbnt, August 23, 1875. 

Bib: Beferring to Department's letter of the 7th instant, stating that 

the alien tonnage dnes to be levied on nnidocnmeDted vessels, under 

section 4371 of the Bevised Statutes, would be 30 cents per ton, I have 

to inform you that the question involved has been submitted to the 

Attotuey General, and that it is his opinion that such vessels are 

liable to tonnage dues (including light money) aioiountiing to fl.30 

per ton. In this opinion the Department acquieisoes. 

Very respectfhlly, 

C. FiBUBNAM, 
Aeting Sedretary. 
CoLLBOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Providmoe^ E. L 



(2400.) 
StotM Muslins — Duty en. 
Tbeasuby Depabtmbnt, August 23, 1875. 
SiB: Your letters of the 3d of Aprillast are received, transmitting 
the appeals (1460 12 and 1461 d ) of Hodges Bros, from your decision 
assessing duty at the rate of 5^ cents per square yjuxl on certain so- 
called Swiss muslins imported per <<19^ova Scotian," kf arch 15^ and 
« Caspian^" February 19, 1875. 

. It appears from the special reports of the appraiser that the goods 
which are the subject of these appeals are thin manufitM^tures of cot- 
ton, bleached, counting less than 100 threads to the square inch and 

weighing less than 5^ ounces per square yard, the same being some- 
what similar in character to the cotton tarlatans which were the sub- 
ject of Department's decision of May 27, 1875, ^Synopsis 2268,) and 
June 15, 1875, (Synopsis 2298,) and also assimilating to the ^'tissues, 
open linings," &c., specified in the decision of August 28, 1874, 
(Synopsis 1919,) 

The Department, therefore, decides that the said appeals are well 
taken, and that the goods in question, as they do not come within the 
special provisions in the first two clauses of Schedule A of the revised 
tariff, ai*e liable to duty at the rate of 35 per centum, under the con> 
eluding clause of such schedule, for <^all other manufactures of cotton 
not otherwise provided for." 

You are therefore authorized to adjust the entries accordingly. 

• • . • -• • • • 

I am, very respectfully, 

0. F. BUBNAM, 

Acting Seeretary. 
CoLLBOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Baltimore^ Md. 
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(2401.) 
Value of the Portugese Milreis, 

Treasury Department, August 24, 1875. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 19th instant, enclosing copy of a despatch from the United States 
consul at Ftinchal, in which, referring to the circular of this Dep?irt- 
ment of January 1, 1875, proclaiming the values of certain foreign 
coins, he calls attention to the difference in the value of the railreis of 
Continental Portugal from that of Madeira and the Azores, as com- 
pared with United States money. 

The value of the milreis of Portugal is stated in the circular of Janu- 
ary 1, 1875, at $1.08,4. Neither the value of the milreis of Madeira 
nor of the Azores is given in said circular, but, by instructions of this 
Department to customs officers, it is held that whenever invoices are 
made out in foreign currencies not specified in said circular, such cur- 
rency shall be reduced to United States money at the various custom- 
houses, at the values previously in force under the regulations of the 
Department, whenever such regulations are applicable. 

The value given to the milreis of the Azores prior to the issuance of 
the circular of thi^ Department of January 1, 1874, was $0.83,5, and 
of the milreis of Madeira $1 United States money. 

The consul states that the value of the milreis of Madeira is equiv- 
alent to $1 United States gold. That value is now accepted at the 
custom-houses in the reduction of invoices made out in such currency 
as a basis for assessment of duty; and this Department agrees with 
the opinion of the consul that it will be proper to continue the prac- 
tice of expressing in such invoices the fact that the milreis of Madeira 
is equivalent to $1 United States gold, and in invoices made out in mil- 
reis of the Azores the corresponding value of $0.83,5 should be like- 
wise stated. 

The circular requiring separate certificates in cases of depreciated 
paper currency is not applicable to the case in point. 
I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 

Hon. John L. Oadwalader, 

Acting Secretary of State, Washington^ D, 0, 
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(2402.) 
JSntries of Baggage h^ Passengers arriving on Ocean Ste^mere. 

Tbeasuby Depabtmbnt, August 24^ 1875. 

Id accordance with the provisioiis of section 2799 of the Revised 
Statutes, persons who arrive in the United States will be required to 
make due entry of their wearing apparel in actual use, and other per- 
sonal effects, (not merchandise,) professional books, implements, in- 
struments, and tools of trade, occupation, or employment, and to take 
bnd subscribe the oath prescribed by said section. This entry may 
contain only a general description, as, for instance, ^' wearing apparel,'^ 
"professional books," "implements," &c., indicating, however, the na- 
ture of the occupation, profession, or trade in which such books, im- 
plements, &c., are used. 

A separate entry must also b^ made of all dutiable articles, if any, 
contained in each passenger's baggage, to which the oath of the pas- 
senger must be annexed, as required by sections 9 and IQ of the act of 
June 22, 1874. This entry must specify each article, or, wherie there 
are more than one of the same kind or description, the exact quantity, 
in such manner that the same ihay be readily identified, and the " ac- 
tual cost or foreign market value" carried into the appropriate column, 
opposite each item of the description. The rate and amount of duties 
will be stated in the respective columns by the customs officers. 

Surveyors of customs will see that a baggage entry is made by each 
cabin passenger and filed in the custom-house. The entries will be ex- 
amined in the surveyor's office and checked off by the passenger lists 
of steamers before filing. If an entry shall be missing, due inquiry 
will be made concerning the same, and the inspector whp examined 
the baggage will be held primarily accountable for such missing entry. 

Unauthorized persons will in no case be allowed to remove baggage 
entries from the files. 

Collectors of customs will be supplied with blank forms of baggage 
entries, and are directed to afford every possible facility to passengers 
to obtain information in regard to the requirements of law and regu- 
lations for the entry of baggage. 

To this end, a sufficient number of blank forms will be furnished by 
the surveyor to steamers upon their clearance from the United States 
for European ports, to be used in making entry of passengers' baggage 
upon the return trip; and the officers of such steamers are hereby 
respectfully requested to co-operate with the Department in its efforts 
to carry out the law by delivering to each passenger on the return trip 
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one or more of said blanks, as may be needed, in order that there may 
be abandaut opportunity for filling up the same prior to the arrival of 
the vessel in port. On the back of these forms will be found the pro- 
visions of the statute relating to we0.ring apparel and other personal 
effects. 

In view of the importance of an exact observance of the statutory 
provisions for collecting duties on importations subject thereto, cus- 
toms officers are urged to use their best efforts for a rigid and impar- 
tial adherence to the rules above prescribed. 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 

COLLSOTOBS OF CUSTOMS AKD OTHERS. 



(2403.) 
Vehicles bringing Paseengerg and Merchandise from Canada. 

TSBASXJRY DsPABTMBNT, August 25, 1875. 

Sib : I am in receipt of your letter of the 30th ultimo, inquiring 
whether horses and (carriages used exclusively for the conveyance of 
merchandise or passengers from Canada into the United States, and 
intended to be immediately returned to Canada after delivery of the 
merchandise or passengers at the place of destination, are subject to 
entry and payment of duty. 

In reply, I have to state that Department's circular of June 12, 1875, 
(Synopsis 2293,) is construed as rescinding only that portion of the 
instructions of December 8, 1866, authorizing the free entry of animals 
for temporary use in aid of trade and manufactures. 

In all other respects said circular of December 8, 1866, and all other 
regulations and instnictions not heretofore specially revoked, in rela- 
tion to the free entry of animals and the vehicles to which they are 
attached, when brought into any of the ports of the United States on 
the northern frontier, will be considered as still in force. 
I am, very respectfully,' 

B. H. BEISTOW, 

Secretary. 

CoLLBOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Bathy Maine. 
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(2404.) 
Admeaaureniehi of Foreign Vessels. 

Trbasuby Dbpabtment, Aufftist 25, 1876. 

Sib: I am in receipt of yoar letter of the 23d inst., relative to the 
refund of tonnage tax on the Austrian bark " Luigi." 

It appears that this vessel paid tonnage at San Francisco, May 13, 
1^74, on 390 tons, amounting to $117. Upon her arrival at your port 
April 13, 1875, and the master being unable to produce the certificate 
of the payment at San Francisco, you exacted the tax upon 431 tons — 
her admeasurement as shown by the surveyor's books since 1871 ; but 
since then the surveyor has rated her as of 407.91 tons, taking her new 
Austrian admeasurement and adding to it cabin space which had been 
omitted. And you ask if you should treat the collection at San Fran- 
cisco as incomplete, and retain the difference, and what general rule 
you shall observe in isuch cases. 

I reply that, when the tonnage tax on a vessel has been underpaid 
at another port, and you should discover such underpayment, the dif- 
ference should be collected if you have the opportunity to do so. 

In the case of the '^ Luigi," the Department understands it to be as 

follows, viz : In the absence of the certificate of the payment of tonnage 

tax at San Francisco, you collected the tax as $129.30, for the refund 

of which Slocovich &, Co. apply. The sum. which you should have 

collected, as shown when the true tonnage of the vessel was ascertained, 

was $122.40, and a similar amount should have been collected at San 

Francisco. In refunding the money, you propose to retain $5.40 to 

make up the deficiency at San Francisco, and return Slocovich & Co* 

the diflferenc^, viz., $123.90. This you appear to have done by the 

figures in the certified statement transmitted in your letter of the 11th 

May last, and the Department approves your action in the premises. 

Very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary, 
Collector of Customs, New York. 



(2405.) 

Filter Linefi — Clussification of. 

Treasury Department, August 26, 1876. 
Sir: Your letter of the 16th instant is receiyed, submitting the ap- 
peal (No. 4672 d) of Julius Steglich from youf assessment of duty at 
the rate of 40 per cent ad valorem on certain filter linen, so called, 
imported by him, per the " Frisia," May 19, 1875. 
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The entry is claimed for the merchandise in question under section 
2510, Bevised Statutes, on the ground that it is intended to be used 
with beet-sitgar machinery. 

The'apprais^r^ however, reports that the goods are in the piece, and 
may or may not be used for the purposes claimed. 

The question involved in this case was decided by Department's 
letter of the 30th of June last addressed to you, in which it was held 
that linen imported in that condition cannot be regarded as machinery, 

and hence is not .exempt from duty. 

• ■•♦ .»■ •- • • • 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 
. OoLLBCTOB OP CUSTOMS, New York. 



(2406) 
Timber^ Squared or Hewn — Duty on. 

Tbbasu^y Department, August 26, 1875. 

SiE: The Department is in receipt of a letter of this date from 
W. F. Myers & Co., inquiring as, to the duty on rough-hewn square 
pine timber. 

With reference thereto, I would state that the question as to the 
proper dutiable classification of timber squared or sided by hewing 
(not sawed) having been referred to the Attorney General for his 
opinion, that officer, on the 4th instant, replied to the effect that, in his 
View, such merchandise should be classified under the provision of 
Schedule K of thie codified tariff for *^ timber square or sided, not other- 
wise provided for, one cent per cubic foof 

The Attorney General further expresses the opinion that where 
timber is hewn according to the natural taper of the tree, and is not 
known in a commercial sense as squared^ it should be considered as 
timb^ hewn, and be classified under the provision therefor in Schedule 
K of th0 tariff, at a duty of 20 per cent^ ad valorem; also, that the 
same classification for duty should be applied to all unsquared timber 
hown, if any such be known to commerce. 

The Department concurs in the foregoing views, and instructs you 
to govern youj^ action accordingly. 

In this connection I deem it proper to dtate, in order to avoid any 
misapprehension of the Department's decision of July 16, 1876, (Synop- 
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sis 2348,) that the article covered by said decision was classified under 

the provision of Schedule K of the tariff for " wood manufactured, not 

otherwise provided for," and not, as might, perhaps, in the absence of 

explanation, be inferred, under the first paragraph of said schedule 

providing for " timber hewn." 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 
Collector op Customs, Bovs^s Point, N, r. 



(2407.) 
Small 0Ui88 Mirror Plates — Duty on. 

TriSasuby Department, August 20, 1875. 

Sir : Your letter of the IGth instant is received, transmitting .the 
appeal (5044 d) of the Florence Manufacturing Company, from your de- 
cision assessing duty, at the rate of 40 per centum ad valorem, (less 10 
per cent.,) on certain mirror plates, imported per " America," January 
13, 1875, which the importers claim to be liable to duty, by the square 
foot, as polished glass or looking-glass plates. 

It appears from your report that the articles in question consist of 
small mirrors, not framed, invoiced at a size of 6| inches by 4J inches, 
the same being identical in character with those which the Depart- 
ment, by its decision, dated March 12, 1875, (not published,) held to be 
liable to duty at the rat^ aforesaid under the provision in Schedule B 
of the Revised Statutes, (Heyl, 947,) for " all articles of glass cut * • 
and silvered.'' 

Your decision is therefore affirmed. 

I am, very respectfully, 
By order: C. F. BURNAM, 

Assistant Secretary. 

Collector op Customs, New York. 



(2408.) 
Issue of Enrolment. 

Treasury Department, August 26, 1875. 

Sir : I am in receipt of your letter of the 20th inst., reporting the 
facts relating to the issue of a permanent enrolment at your port to 
the schooner " Comet," on the 20th May, 1874. 
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It appears that that docament was irregalarly issaed, and withont 
tue aathority of the Department ; bnt you have failed to discover on 
what grounds the aetion of your predecessor was taken. 

Your attention is directed to the last paragraph of article 19 of the 
Bevised Hegnlatioos. Gases like the present should be referred to the 
Department, and the receipt of instructions awaited, before being dis- 
posed of. 

Very respectfully, 



GoiXBOTOB OF GuSTOMS, Brosheor^ La. 



0. F. BmtNAM, 
AssUtant Secretary. 



(2409.) 
JMies an Foreign Material need in Shipe. 

TBBASxntY Depabtment, Auguet 26, 1875. 

Sib : I have received your letter of the 21st of July last, transmit- 
ting protest and appeal of A. Grawford, master of the American 
schooner ^ Staghound," in reference to your action in levying duties on 
certain sheathing metal withdrawn from bond under the provisions of 
the act of June 6, 1872, and placed on said vessel while she was en- 
gaged in the foreign trade. The facts appear to be that the schooner 
was put under an enrolment and license and chartered toj^o to Alaska; 
that on her return voyage she took in lumber at Port Ludlow, W. T., 
for San Francisco; and that she was unavoidably and in good fsAth 
detained beyond the time permitted for such vessels to engage in the 
coasting trade. 

In consideration of the facts the Department concludes that your 
action was e^oneous in collecting the duties aforesaid; and, if still in 

your possession, they will be returned to the appellant. 

• • • • . • • • 

Very respectfully, 

B. H. BBI8T0W, 

Seeretary. 
GOLLBOTOB OF GuSTOMS, 8an Francieooj €al 
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(2410.) 
Salt Withdrawn from Warehouse for Curing Fi$h of American Fisheries. 

Tbeasubt Department, August 27, 1875. 

Sib : I am in receipt of your report of the 10th itistatit, relative to 
certain alleged irregularities in the withdrawal of salt, without pay- 
ment of duty, for the declared purpose of cnring fish, *the product of 
American fisheries, and asking instructions as to the course to be pur- 
sued, where only a portion of the salt so withdrawn is actually used 
for such purpose. 

In reply, I have to state that all such withdrawals of salf must be 
accounted for as used on shore for the purposes alleged, otherwise 
duties will be collected on the same, or such portion thereof not shc^wn 
to have been so used, and, if necessary, recourse ^ill be had to the ' 
bond given on withdrawal (Form Wd) for the enforcement of such 
claim. 

I am, very respectfully, 

OHAS. F. CONAKT, 

Assistant Secretary. 

COLLBOTOB OF CUSTOMS, BoSton^ MosS. 



(2411.) 

s 

Untry and Clearance of Small Boats. 

Treasury Department, August 27, 1876. 

Sir: I have received your letter of the .16th of June, inquiring 
whether fees for entry and clearance should be received from the mas- 
ters of boats under five tons burden, trading with Canada). 

You are infonned, in reply, that from reports received from various 
collectors of customs, it ai>pear8 to be tlie general practice to levy such 
fees; and that the practice is approved by the Department. 
Very re8i>ectfnlly, 

CHAS. F. CONANT, 

Assistant Secretary 
Collector OP Customs, Ostcego, N. Y. 
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• (2412,) 
Issue cf Enrolment avid License, 

Treasury Department, August 21 y 1876. 
Sm: This. Department is in receipt of information showing that, on 
the surrender of the enrolment and license of the schooner " Ogeechee," 
of Stonington, Conn., you issued a temporary enrolment and license. 

If such was your action, you are informed that it was wrong, and 
should not be repeated. 

Proceedings should have "been* taken either under the act of April 
17, 1874, or under article 46 of the Eegulations of 1874. — (See also 
Synopsis of Decisions, liTos. 1143 and 1283.) 

Very resi)ectfully, 

CHAS. F. CONANT, 

Assistant Secretary, 
Collector op Customs, Beaufort^ N. C. 



(2413.) 
Begistry of Foreign Vessel. 

Treasury Department, August 27, 1876. 

Sir: I hare received your letter of the 17th inst., stating that Mr. 
John PiidgeoD has made application to you for marine papers for the 
Canadian-built steamer '^ Michigan," claiming .them under the pro- 
visions of an act of Congress approved April 26, 1866, which 
authorize the issue of sach documents. It appears that at the time 
of the passage of that act, the vessel was owned by Mr. Pridgeon and 
William K. Muir, American citizens, who neglected to procure the 
American register authorized, and sold the vessel to psurties in Canada, 
where she has been owned, until purchased recently by Mr. Pridgeon, 
who demands that she shall be enrolled and licensed at your port. 

In reply to your request for a decision whether the vessel is entitled 
to be registered, you are informed that the conditions under which 
Congress granted the privilege of registry have been changed.by the in- 
tervening foreign ownership. Had documents been obtained under the 
statute cited, previous to the sale abroad, she would not now be en- 
titled to registry. In the opinion of the Department her present posi- 
tion is no better, and she cannot be registered, or enrolled, except 
under special authority of Congress, given anew. 

Very respectfully, 

CHAS. F. CONANT, 

Assistant Secretary. 

Collector op Customs, Detroit^ Mich. 
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(2414.) 
Bebate of Duties an Material used in Ships. 

TBEASTTBY DEPABTMSNTy JLtl^flMt 27, 1875. 

SiBS: I have received your letter of tbe 8th altimo, inqninng whether 
the year mentioned in section 2513 of the Revised Statutes, authorise 
ing. the importation, free of duty, of certain material to be used in ship- 
building, is a <^ calendar year," or a year of twelve months from any 
given period ; and whether a vessel which clears foreign in ballast, 
but on arriving at another domestic port, takes in cargo and returns 
to the place whence she cleared, is engaged in the coasting trade, from 
the time of such clearance. 

To the first question, I reply that it was the intention of the law to 
prevent the voluntary employment of a vessel in the coasting trade, 
under the section cited, for more than two months in a year, commenc- 
ing from the date of the allowance of the rebate of duties on the 
imported material used in her construction, as- marked on her register ; 
and, to the second, I answer that a vessel sailing as described would 
be engaged in the coasting trade from the commencement of the first 
voyage, and should the length of the voyages, from port to port, 
exceed, in the aggregate, two months, duties would be payable on the 
foreign material used under the statute. 

Very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 
Messrs. Pope & Talbott, San Franoisooj Gal. 



(2415.) 

Covered Strings for Musical Instruments — Duty on. 

' Tbeasuby Depabtment, August 28, 1876. 
Sib : The Department, on the 7th of September, 1874, decided (not 
published) that musical strings of gut covered with metal were dutia- 
ble at the rate of 30 per centum ad valorem, as p^^rts of musical 
instruments, and on October 15, 1874, afiirmed such decision, at the 
same time remarking that, as these strings were essential parts of 
musical instruments, ready for use, they should pay no higher duty 
than the instruments finished. Such decision being still in force, you 
are directed to apply the same to the folio wiiig appeals not heretofore • 

acted on. 

# ' • ^ * * • • 

The Department, also, is of olpinion that tbe principal enunciated in 
such . decision should govern the classification of musical strings of 
23 
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gut covered with silk, and, coDseqaently, that gaitar strings of gut 
and silk are only dutiable at 30 per oentum as aforesaid. 

The appeal (193CC) of Heyer Bro., transmitted by you on the 17th ol 
February, 1875, on entry per "Main," September 5, 1874, is therefore 
sustained, and you are authorized to adjust the entry accordingly. 

Very respectfully. 
By order: O. F. BURNAM, 



Assistant Secretary. 



OoLLBOTOR OP CUSTOMS, New York. 



(2416.) 
Ungravings — Duty on, 

TbbaS[UBY Dspabtment, Augtist 28, 1875. 

Sm: Your letter of the 25th instant is received, transmitting the 
appeal (No. 5273^) of J. M. P. Price from your decision assessing duty, 
at the rate of twenty-five (25) per centum ad valorem, on certain 
engravings, imported per "Illinois," June 1, 1875, which the importer 
claims to be exempt from duty under the provision (Heyl, 1510) for 
"books which shall have been printed and manufactured more than 
twenty years at the djtte of importation.'' 

It appears that the engravings in question, although old, are not 
bound in book form, and cannot, in any view whatever, be considered 
as books. 

The Department therefore must reject the claim of the importer, and 
affirm your decision. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 



OoLLSOTOB OP Customs, Philadelphia^ Pa. 



Secretary. 



(2417.) 
Powers of Attorney, 

Tbeasubt Dspabtment, August 28, 1875. 

Sib : I am in receipt of your letter of the 9th instant, inquiring — 
(1,) whether, in view of Department's instructions as to the execution 
of custom-house bonds, one resideut member of a firm can authorize 
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another resident member to execute such bonds in his behalf; (2,) in 
view of Department circular of August 28, 1873, where goods are owned 
by parties abroad and certified to, by oath, before United States consul, 
and consigned to a Arm resident at your port, can such firm constitute 
an attorney to represent them in entering the merchandise at the 
custom-house ; and, (3,) in carrying out the instructions above referred 
to, how are partners in oammendam to be treated f 

In reply, I have to state that the first point of inquiry is answered 
in the affirmative; as to the second, I would state that an attorney can 
act in behalf of such consignees, in making, entry, only in case of their 
absence from the port where such entry is made ; and as to the third, 
that, in the view of the Department, partners in commendam are to be 
considered, so far as the Customs Kegulatious are concerned, as stand- 
ing upon the same tooting as full partners in a firm. 
I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BBISTOW, 

Secretary, 

Collector of Customs, New Orleans^ La. 



(2418.) 
Large Harmanicas — Classification of. 

Treasury Department, August 28, 1876. 

Sir: Your letter of the 15th of May last is received, transmitting the 
appeal (2819 <!) of Wiegmann & Wintei's from your decision assessing 
duty at the rate of 60 per cent, ad valorem (as toys) on certain har- 
monicas, imported per ^< Weser," April 23, 1876, which the importers 
claim to be dutiable at the rate of 30 per cent, ad valorem, as musical 
instruments. 

From the statement of the importers and an examination of a sample 
it appears that the said articles (harmonicas or mouth organs) are of large 
size, with perfect and complete scales of notes, so that tunes can be 
played thereon, and that although used to some extent by children, 
they are used by grown up boys and girls, as well as adults, as musical 
instruments. It also appears that the articles are similar to the har- 
monicas, which by Department's decision of March 31, 1873, (addressed 
to the collector at New York, and not published,) were held to be 
properly classified as musical instruments at a duty of 30 per cent, ad 
valorem. 
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Under these circuttistaiices the api>eal is sustained, and yon are 
authorized to adjust the entry accordingly. 

Of course it will be understood that this decision does not affect the 
classiii'oation of the very small mouth organs^ which are bought and 
soldj and which have heretofore been classified as toys. 
I am,. very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 



GoLLBOipBS OP Customs, Philadelphia^ Pa. 



Secretary. 



(2419.) 
Encaustic Tiles — Classification of. 

Treasury Department, August 28, 1875. 

Sir : Tour letter of the 26th instant is received, further reporting on 
the appeal (4805 d) of L. F. & A. Beckwith from your decision assessing 
duty at the rate of 35 per centum ad valorem on certain (so-called) 
paving tfles imported per "C. F. Funch,'' February 4, 1875, which the 
impoiters claim to be on^ dutiable atthe rate of 20 per centum ad 
valorem, under the provision in Schedule M of the Eevised Statutes 
(HeyJ, 1213) for "paving tile hot otherwise provided for.'^ 

It appears from the special report of the appraiser, and an examina- 
tion of samples, that the merchandise in question, which is called the 
<' Mittlach Tile," is not the ordinary paving tile of commerce, but 
"anoau^ttc" tile, in that it consists of tiles in which designs are pro- 
duced by fusing in other colors than those which form the color of the 
ground, it also being similar in all respects (except that it is manu- 
factured of coarser )naterial) to the English encaustic tile, which the 
importers admit is dutiable at the rate of 35 per centum ad valorem. 

Under these circumstances, and as "encaustic tile^ is specially 
enumerated (Heyl, 1266) at the rate 6f duty as assessed by you, the claim 
of the importers must be rejected. 

Your decision is affirmed. 

I am, very respectfhlly, 

B. H. BBISTOW, 

Secretary. 
Collector op Customs, New York. 
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(2420.) 
Shipments under Treaty of Washington. 

Tbeasuby DbpAbtment, August 30, 1875. 

Bib : I have received your letter of the 23d instant, stating that the 
Grand Trunk Bailway Company of Canada desire to ship flour and 
other merchandise in their steamers from Duluth, Minnesota, to Sarnia, 
Canada, and thence by rail via Port Huron to Detroit. At Sarnia the 
merchandise would be reloaded into cars in the company's yard, 
and pass over the ferry into the IJnited States at Port Huron, which 
prooeeding, the directors claim, would meet the requirements of article 
XXX of the treaty of Washington, relative to the carriage by land 
in Canada, of merchandise destined from one port or place in the 
United States to another port or place therein. They also claim that 
under article 19 of the regulations of March 30, 1875, they have the 
same right to ship freight to Detroit in the manner proposed, that tliey 
have to send it to Island Pond or St. Albans. . 

In reply to your request for immediate instructions, you are informed 
that it appears to the Department that such shipments were not con- 
templated by the treaty or the regulations aforesaid ; that they would 
be an infringement on the right to engage in the coasting trade of the 
United States given by law exclusively to American vessels; and that 
they are forbidden by section 3110 of the Revised Statutes, which 
provides, under seve(re penalties, that ^<no goods, wares, or merchan- 
dise shall, at any port or place in the United States on the northern, 
northeastern, or northwestern frontiers thereof, be laden upon any 
vessel belonging wholly or in part to a subject or subjects of a foreign 
country or countries, to be taken thence to a foreign port or place, to 
be reladen or reshipped to any other port or place in the United States," 
with intent to evade the coasting laws. 

There could be no claim to a right to land the goods at Port Huron ; 
and landing them merely across the river in Canada, and transporting 
. them to that port over the ferry, does not seem to materially alter the 
case. 

Very respectfully, 

B. H. BBISTOW, 

Secretary. 

CdXEOTOB OF Customs, Port Huron^ Mieh. 
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(2421.) 

Saspital Duei to he ooUectedJbr at least one seama/nfar the entire period 

of license. 

Tbbasuby Depabtment, August 31, 1875. 

SiB: With referenoe to the appeals of James Black and John J. 
Ackerly, opposing the assessment of hospital <}a6s against the schooner 
<< Margaret Maybee^and the steamer <^ Ellen," yon are advised that 
the Solicitor >of the Treasury has rendered the following opinion: 

'< I am satisfied that the assessment of a liospital tax, for at least 
one seaman, during the continuance of a license, is correct, and I think 
the action of the collector should receive the approval.of the Secretary 
of the Treasury in the absence of satisfactory proof to show that no 
person was in fact employed on the vessel. 

^^ The collector is forbidden by law to grant new documents to a ves- 
sel unless the master shall first have rendered a true account of the 
number of seamen and the time they have been employed, and shall 
h'ave paid to him the hospital dues, which are forty cents per month 
for each seaman. * * * In the absence of proof to the contrary, 
I think it but fadr to presume that some person is employed on board 
a vessel at all times. 

<* It is claimed that the vessel [Margaret May bee] was sunk on or 
about the 12th day of October, 18t2, and was not raised until Decem- 
ber, 1874. If this allegation can be substantiated, or the presumption 
referred to removed by satisfactory evidence, the hospital dues as- 
sessed in this case should not be collected, otherwise they should." 

You are, therefore, hereby directed to collect hospital dues for at 
least one seaman from each vessel for the entire period of her license, 
unless satisi^tory evidence be produced that no person was in fact 
employed during that time. 

, EespectfuUy, 

0. F. BURNAM, 
Assistant Secretary. 
OoLLBOTOB OP CUSTOMS, New York. 
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TO OOLLEOTOES OF CUSTOMS. 



Trbasubt Depabtmsnt, 

Washington, D. C, October 4, 1876. 
The following Decisions of the Department for the month of Septem- 
ber, 1875, upon the constraction to be given to Acts of Congress relating 
to the V Tariff, iN'avigation, and other subjects, are published here- 
with for the information and gnidance of Officers of the Customs. 

OHAS. F. OONANT, 

Acting Secretary. 



(2422.) 
Bone Orea^e — Duty on. 

Tbbasuby Dbpabtment, Septmnber 1, 1875. 

Sm : Your letter of the 27th instant is received, ftirther reporting on 
the appeal (So. 4416 d) of James Higgins & Co., from your decision 
assessing duty at the rate of ten (10) per centum ad valorem, on certain 
so-called soap fat, imported by them into your port from Liverpool via 
Boston. 

It appears from the special report of the appraiser that the merchan- 
chandise in question is an article commercially known as '^ bone grease," 
(the same being the grease obtained in the boiling of animal bones,) 
which, although used to some extent in the manufacture of soap for 
calico printers' use, is fit, and is used, for other purposes, among which 
may be mentioned the manufacture of a species of oil and low-priced 
candles. 

Under these circumstances, the Department decides that the article 
is not exempt from duty, as claimed by the importers, under the pro- 
vision for <<soap stocks^" (which term applies to such material as is fit 
only for the manufacture of soap,) but is dutiable at the rate of ten (10) 
per centum ad valorem, under the provision in Schedule M (Heyl, 
1290) for '< grease, all not specified." 

Your decision is affirmed. 

I am, very respectfully. 
By order: 0. F. BURNAM, 

Assistant Secretary. 
OoLLEOTOB OP CUSTOMS, Providcnce. B. I. 
24 
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(2423.) 
Inspection of Steam-vessels. 

Tbbasuby Department, September 1, 1876. 
Sm : Eeferring to your letter of the 26th Ultimo, in which, for certain 
reasons therein specified, yoii ask that yon be anthorized to issne to 
the l6cal inspectors of your district a general .order directing them to 
permit steamers inspected by them, to be used exclusively for towing 
and carrying of freight on the Mississippi and its tributaries, to carry 
such a steam pressure, within the limits prescribed in an act of Con- 
gress of January 6, 1874, as in their judgment may be safe, you are 
informed that such a procedure would be unlawful, as delegating to 
oth^s an authority vested in you alone by the act above referred to. 
Very respectfhlly, 

B. H. BEISTOW, 

Secretary. 
SuPERVisiNa Inspector op Steamboats, Pittsburg^ Pa. 



(2424.) 
Oans containing Caustic Soda. 

Treasury Department, September 2, 1876. 

Sir : Tour letter of the 11th instant is received, reporting in ]:^elat];on 
to the question whether small one-pound tins, or iron drums, or cans 
containing caustic soda, (which pays a specific duty of 1^ cents per 
pound,) are liable to a duty separate from the ciontents. 

It appears, upon investigation, that caustic soda is imported in two 
different modes, one of them being in large iron drums, containing 
from 500 to 000 pounds weight, and the other in small tin cans or 
drums, containing one pound each. The former practice prevails at 
your port, while the latter is in vogue at Philadelphia and Baltimore. 

It is also ascertainied that caustic soda is. sold in small tins or 
drums, (which are necessary for its preservation,) and that such 
coverings, after the contents are removed, are of no commercial value, 
and are not available for other uses. 

Under all the circumstances, it would seem that the said small tins 
or drums are not unusual coverings for the transportation of caustic 
soda, and do not possess any appreciable commercial value when 
separated from the contents, and therefore, as caustic soda pays a 
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specific daty, that they are not liable to a set)arate duty, in accordance 

with the second paragraph of Article 437 of the Gastoms Begalations. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 
OoLLEOTOB OP CUSTOMS, New York. 



(2425.) 
Silk Umhroideries. 



Treasury Department, September 3, 1875. 

• Sir: I am in receipt of your letter of the 3l8t ultimo, submitting a 
special report from the appraiser on the appeal (No. 3229 c) of Mes^s. 
W. H. Horstman & Co. from your assessment of duty at the rate of 
60 per cent, ad valorem on certain embroideries imported by them, per 
*' Hammonia,'? September 4j 1874. 

it appearing from said report that the articles in question are slip- 
per patterns, of silk velvet, embroidered with silk chenille, and that 
they were classified for duty at the rate of 60 per cent, ad.^valorem, 
under Department's ruling of April 20, 1866, your decision is hereby 
affirmed. 

1 am, very respectfully, 

C. F. BURNAM, 



CoLLEOTOR OP CUSTOMS, New York. 



Acting Secretary. 



(2426.) 
(Jarholic Acid Sheep-wash — ClasHfication of. 

Treasury Department, September 3, 1875. 

Sir: Mr. James P. Bamett has appealed (ISo. 4879^) from your 
decision assessing duty at the rate of 20 per cent, ad valorem on cer- 
tain 80-<»lled " carbolic acid,'' imported per " Helvetia," May 29, 1876, 
the appellant claiming that said merchandise is entitled to free entry 
as an acid used for chemical and manufacturing purposes. 

It appears from the special report of the appraiser that the mer- 
chandise in question is not '^ carbolic acid," although that article is 
one of its ingredients, but that it is known as *' Calvert's carbolic acid 
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sheep-wash," an article which is used to destroy vermin on animals, 
and to cure certain diseases of the skin to which they are subject. 

There being no special provision in the tariff for this article, you 
assessed it for duty as above, as a non-enumerated manufactured 
article. 

In view of the premises, your decision is considered correct, and. the 
same is therefore affirmed. 

I am, very respectftdly, 

C. F. BUENAM, 



CoLLBOTOB OF CUSTOMS, New York, 



Acting Secretary, 



(2427.) 
Violin Cases — Duty on, 

Trbasuby Department, September 4, 1876. 

Sib: I am in receipt of your report of the 6th of July, 1875, trans- 
mitting the appeal (No. 3887 d) of Mr. M. Slater, of New York, from 
your decision assessing duty at the rate of thirty-flve (35) per centum 
ad valorem on certain violin cases, imported per ^^ Gauss," April 12, 
1875. 

The appellant claims that said goods, which are imported separately 
from the violins, are entitled to entry at the rate of thirty (30) per 
centum ad valorem, as provided for ^^ musical instruments" in Schedule 
M, section 2504, Bevised Statutes. 

Oases for violins do not constitute a part of the instruments^ but are 
separate and distinct from them, and hence are subject to duty as manu- 
factures of wood, as provided in Schedule K, section 2504, Bevised 
Statutes. 

Your decision is therefore affirmed, and the appeal dismissed. 

I am, very respectfully, 

0. F. BUBNAM, 

COLLEOTOK OF CUSTOMS, New York. 



Acting Secretary, 



(2428.) 

Dry Wood Pulp for making Papers-Classification of 

T&EABJTELY Dbpaktment, September 4, 1875. 
Sm : I am in receipt of your report of the 18th of July, 1875, trans- 
mitting the appeal (No. 4473 <i) of S. D. Warren & Co., of Boston, 
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Mass., Irom your decision assessing duty at the rate of 20 per centum 
ad valorem on certain dry wood pulp so-called, imported per ** Huron" 
from Leghorn. The appellants claiming that the article is entitled to 
free entry under the clause of section 2505, Eevised Statutes, which 
exempts from duty '' woods, poplar, and other woods, for the manufac- 
ture of paper.'' 

Although this article, which is in the form of a powder, may be 
wood, intended for the manufacture of paper, it is evident, from the 
sample submitted, that it is in such an advanced state of manufacture 
that it cannot be classified as wood, under the provision aforesaid. 

The Department has settled in decision (S. 8. 1053) of March 13, 1872, 
that wood pulp, so-called, an article of dried pulp, in sheets, manufac- 
tured of wood or other material, cannot be exempted from duty, but 
is liable to duty at 20 per cent, ad valorem, under the special provision 
for "dried pulp'' contained in the act of March 2, 1861, now embodied 
in Schedule M of the Bevised Statutes. 

The case under consideration differs from this only in the fact that 
it is not in sheets } it is dried pulp, nevertheless, and subject to duty 
at the rate of 20 per cent, ad valorem. 

Your decision is therefore affirmed. 

I am, very respectfully, 

0. F. BURNAM, 

Acting Secretary. 

COLLEOTOB OF CUSTOMS, BoetOUj MOM, 



(2429.) 

Camels Hair Raw — Classification of, 

Tbbasuby Dbpabtmbnt, September 6, 1875. 

Sib : Messrs. L. G. Chase & Co. have appealed (2220 c) from your 
decision assessing duty at the rate of 10 per cent, ad valorem, (less 10 
per cent.,) as a non-enumerated unmanufactured article, on certain 
raw camels' hair, imported by them per " Lord Clive," from Liverpool, 
England, in October last, the appellants claiming that the same is 
exempt from duty under the provision of the act of March 2, 1861, for 
'^ hair of all kinds, uncleaned and uhmanufactured." 

With reference thereto, I have to state that inasmuch as the pro- 
vision of the act of 1861, under which the appellants claim that these 
goods are exempt from duty is not found in the Bevised Statutes, 
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other portions of said act being reprodnced therein, such provision 
must therefore be considered as no longer in force, and the goods in 
question, not being elsewhere specially provided for, must be remitted 
to the general provision of the tariff for non-enumerated unmanufac- 
tured articles. Your decision on this appeal is therefore affirmed. 

In this connection I will add that it has been held by officers of the 
customs at some of the ports that merchandise of this description is 
chargeable with duty under the provision of Schedule L,^ section .2504 
of the Eevised Statutes, (reproduced from the act of March 2, 1867,) 
for all wool, hair of the alpaca, goat, or other like animals. 

On the other hand, some importers claim that such description of 
goods is exempt from duty under the provision in the free list of the 
Revised Statutes, for '* hair, all horse, cattle, cleaned or uncleaned, 
drawn or undrawn, but unmanufactured," taken from the act of June 
6, 1872. 

The Departmient held, prior the passage of the Revised Statutes, 
■that merchandise like that in question was neither of a character 
similar to the hair of the alpaca, or goat, within the purview of the 
act of March 2, 1867, nor " cattle hair," so as to bring it under the pro- 
vision of the act of 1872, above cited. 

The Department is of opinion that the reason which led it to the 
conclusion that, prior to the passage of the Revised Statutes, this 
description of merchandise could not be classified under the provision 
of the a<3t of 1867, or that of the act of 1872, above referred to, operates 
with equal force to exclude it from either of these provisions as found 
incorporated in the Revised Statutes, irrespective of the fact that the 
provision of the act of 1861, under wliich it was formerly classified, is 
no longer in force. 

The Department therefore concludes that the article in question is 
unenumerated, and that, being unmanufactured, it must be classified 
as above stated. 

1 am, very respectfully, 

C. P. BURNAM, 

Acting Secretary. 

OOLLBOTOB OF CUSTOMS, BostOflj MosS. 
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(2430,) 
Distribution of the Seaman^a Time-book, 

Tbeasubt Department, September 8, 1876. 

Under section 2 of the act of March 3, 1876, the master or owner of 
each enrolled or licensed vessel is required to have and keep on board 
a Seaman's Time-book, and a penalty of fifty dollars is imposed in 
case. of failure to comply with this requirement It is believed that 
the distribution of the Seaman's Time-book upon application for re- 
newal of license or enrolment is insufficient to render a proper observ- 
ance of the law practicable in all cases, and you are, therefore, hereby 
directed to furnish, us early cls possible^ the master or owner of each en- 
rolled or licensed vessel documented in your district — not already pro- 
vided therewith — a copy of the Seaman's Time-book. 

Respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 
Customs Offiobes. 



(2431.) 
Sawed Lumber — Duty on. 

Tbeasuey DEPAET^iENT, September S^ 1876. 

Sib : Referring to Department's letter of the 1st instant, in relation 
to the duty on sawed lumber, I woul4 state, for your more complete 
information in the premises, that the Attorney (General has given an 
opinion to the effect that aU sawed timber should be classified for duty 
under the provision of Schedule K of the Codified Tariff, for << sawed 
boards, planks, deals, and other lumber, of hemlock, white wood, syca- 
more, and basswood," if of any one of these kinds of woods, at the rate 
of one dollar per thousand feet, board measure ; but if made from any 
other variety, of wood, that it should be classified under the provision 
of said Schedule K for '^ all other varieties of saWed lumber," at the 
rate of two dollars per thousand feet, board measure. 

This Department concurs in these views, and instructs you to assess 

duty on sawed lumber accordingly. 

I am, very respectftdly, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 
GoLLBOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Burlingtonj Vt. 
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(2432.) 
American Organs returned from abroad, 

Tbeasuby Dbpabtmbnt, September 9, 1875. 

Gentlemen : I am in receipt of your letter of the 4:th instant, in 
which you state that a certain organ, alleged to be of American man- 
ufacture, has been consigned to you per " Carrima'' from Biermuda, 
to l)e repaired, and inquire if it can be delivered to you without the 
payment of duties. 

In reply I would inform you that the provision of law allowing the 
entry in bond of machinery for repairs has been decided by the De- 
partment to be inapplicable to organs ; but if satisfactory evidence is 
presented to the collector that the organ referred to is of American 
manufacture, and that it is returnM in substantially the same condi- 
tion as when exported, the Department sees no objection to allowing 
it to be entered free of duty. 

There would seem to be no objection to the exportation of the said 
organ. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BEISTOW, 

Secretary. 
Messrs. Middleton & Co., 

No. 40, Exchange PlacCj New York. 



(2433.) 
Defaced Marine Documents — How to be replaced. 

Tbeasuby Dbpabtment, September 9, 1875. 

Sib : I have received your letter of the 3d instant, stating that ap- 
plications have been made to you for new enrolments to replace others 
issued many years ago, and which by long use have become defaced; 
and that, as you know of no law or regulation allowing you to make 
the change, you desire authority from this Department to comply with 
such applications. 

You are informed, in reply, that, in such cases, proceedings should 
be taken similar to those prescribed for cases where papers are lost to 
the owner's control by reason of being illegally withheld from his pos- 
session. (See Art. 82, Eegulations of 1874.) 

Very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 
Oollbotob op Customs, Detroit^ Mich. 
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(2434.) 
Crude Falm-OU 8oap — Duty on, 

Tbbasitst Dbpabtmsnt, September 10, 1875. 

Sib: Your letter of the 10th ultimo is received, reporting on the ap- 
peal (4757 <2) of E. S. Morris & Go., from yoar decision assessing duty 
at the rates of one cent per pound, and 30 (not 35 as erroneously stated 
by you) per centum ad valorem on certain so-called saponified palm 
oi], imparted per ^< Ohio,'' July 6, 1875, which is claimed to be exempt 
from duty as grease for soap stock. 

Upon an investigation of the matter and an examination of samples, 
it appears that the article in question is not an oil or a grease, as 
claimed, but is in &ct a soap which is obtained by the reaction of palm 
oil with caustic soda. It possesses all the qualities and characteristics 
(the slightly alkaline taste and the deterging property) of soap, and 
has, in addition, the faint violet odor which is peculiar to soap made 
from palm oil. It is also entirely soluble in alcohol and in water, and 
the saponification or union of the oil and the alkali is so complete that 
no trace of freex>il or free alkali remains. 

Such being the case, the Department decides that the said article, 
being a soap, is dutiable at the rates aforesaid, under the provision in 
Schedule M of the Bevised Statutes (Heyl, 1421) for «<soap not oth- 
wise provided for.'* 

Your decision is afiftrmed. 

I am, very resi>ectftilly, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Seeretaary. 

OoLLBOTOB OF CUSTOMS, PMlade^hio^ Pa. 



(2435.) 
Tin Cans to be eaffported and retwmed filled wW^ FiBh^Buty <m. 

Tbeabubt Depabtmbnt, September 10, 1875. 

Sib : I am in receipt of your letter of the 4th instant, in which you 
state that the Portland Packing Company have a quantity of tin cans, 
manufactured by them from duty-paid tin, which they desire to export 
to the British Provinces, to be filled with fidi and returned to your 
port, and yon inquire whether, in view of the &ct that the fish are free 
of duty and the cans are the usual covering for that kind of merchan- 
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dise, the said cans may be admitted free of duty on their return to the 
United States. In regard thereto I would inform you, that the said 
cans are specially provided for in section 4, act February 8, 1876, 
which provides ^' that cans or packages made of tin or other material, 
containing fish of any kind^ admitted free of duty under (my existing law 
or treaty, not exceeding one quart in contents, shall be subject to a 
duty of one cent and a half on each can or package; and when exceed- 
ing one quart, shall be subject to an additional duty of one cent and a 
half for each additional quart or fractional part thereof," and are there- 
by excluded from admission free of duty as " usual coverings or pack- 
ages.'' 

Tin cans exported empty and returned filled with foreign products 
are not embraced in the provision of section 9, act of February 8, 1876, 
which allows the. free entry of certain American manufactures under 
such circumstances, and the cans in question cannot be admitted free 
under the general provision for the free entry of *• articles the growth, 
product, and manufacture of the United States,'' as they would not be 
<' returned in the same condition as exported." 

The said cans, therefore, would: be liable to ^uty on their return, 
under the provision of law first quoted, 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 

CoLLBOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Portland, Maine, 



(2436.) 
Cast-steel Axles — Duty on, 

Treabtjby Depabtmbnt, September 11, 1875. 

Sra: Messrs. Naylor & Co. have appealed (2861 <l, 2862 d, 2863^) from 
your decisions assessing duty at the rate of 46 per cent, ad valorem on 
certain cast-steel axles imported by them, per " Ohio," April 6, 1875 ; 
"Pennsylvania," March 25, 1876; and ^* Kenil worth," March 15, 1875; 
the appellants claiming that the merchandise in question is subject to 
duty at the rate of two and a half cents per pound, under the rule of 
Construction laid down in a recent decision of the United States dis- 
trict court in the city of New York, in the case of Thomas Prossen agjt. 
C. A. Arthur, collector of customs, said action being for refund of duty 
on steel locomotive tires. 
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With reference thereto I have to state, that the Department has con- 
cluded to adhere to its original position, that merchandise like that in 
question shall be classified as manufactures of steel, and has accord- 
ingly given instructions that the case referred to be carried to the 
Supreme Court of the United States for review. 

It appearing that the ' appraiser returned the goods in question as 

cast-steel axles, your action in the premises is hereby af&rmed. 

• • • • • • • 

. I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 
GoLLBOTOB OP CUSTOMS, FUlodelphia^ Pa. 



(2437.) 
Hos^itaJrdues Returns, 

Treasuat Depabtment, September 13, 1876. 

The following regulations governing the mode of rendering hospital- 
dues returns are hereby established : 

1. Hospital-dues returns must be made out upon the blank forms 
prescribed by the Regulations for the Marine-Hospital Servioej 1873; 
and yon are hereby directed to destroy such printed forms in your 
possession as do not contain the proper blanks for all the information 
required. 

2. All the blanks in the forms must be properly filled out. 

. 3. The names of the seamen employed, together with the several 
dates of their employment and discharge, must be given in their 
appropriate columns, and the aggregate time during which each sea- 
man has been employed by the vessel will be computed from such 
dates and carried out in the proper column opposite his name. 

4. The names of the seamen, and the dates of their employment 
and discharge, must be verified by comparison with the crew-list in 
the case of registered vessels, and with the seaman's time-book in the 
case of enrolled and licensed vessels. 

Respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary, 
Customs Officers and others. 
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(2438.) 
Wire Gauge, 

Tbeasubt Department, September 14, 1875. 

Sm : Your letter of the 11th ultimo is received, transmitting the 
appeal (No. 5036<2) of Henry Ghannon & Co. from your decision 
assessing duty on certain wire rope, by estimating the gauge of the 
wire by the English standard wire gauge, the importers alleging 
that such merchandise should be gauged by the (so-called) United 
States standard wire gauge, which differs materially from the English 
standard. 

Upon investigating the matter, it appears that the claim of the 
importers is erroneous, as no standard gauge has ever been adopted 
by the United States Government; and, as the English, or '^Stubb's 
Birmingham" wire gauge, is the standard which is used, (as stated by 
the appraiser at Kew York,) not only throughout the United States, 
but the world, in gauging Birmingham wire, your decision is therefore 
affirmed. 

In this connection the Department would state that it has ascer- 
tained, during its investig$btion of the question, that the '< Brown and 
Sharp Manufacturing Company,^ of Providence, Ehode Island, have 
a gauge called the << American standard wire gauge," adopted by the 
American brass manufacturers, which, if used, would be disadvan- 
tageous to importers of wire, as, in reliEbtion to the decimal parts of 
an inch, its No. 16 is .05082, which would be about equal to the Bir- 
mingham gauge No. 18, which is .049. This is probably the so-called 
United States standard wire gauge referred to by the appellants. 

The English, or Birmingham gauge, however, will be used until you 

are further advised in the premises. 

I am, very respectfully, 

OHAS. F. CONANT, 

Assiatant Secretary. 

OOLLEOTOB OF CUSTOMS, GhicogOy III 



(2439.) 

Sorsee and YehicUe temporarily brought into the United Btatee, 

Tbeasubt Dbpabtmbnt, September 15, 1875. 

SiB: I am in receipt of your report of the 4th instant upon the com- 
munication submitted by Mr. Joseph Tardif, of St. Victor de Tring, 
Canada, asking to be informed if a horse brought by him into the Uni- 
ted States, to be immediately returned, is subject to duty. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



325 

In reply, I woald state that Department letter to yon of the 25th 
ultimo, construing its circular of June 12, 1875, and informing you that 
the latter circular was intended only to rescind that portion of the cir- 
cular of 1866 which allowed animals to be brought into this country 
from Canada, without payment of duty, for temporary employment in 
aid of trade or manufacturers, as for instance in the logging and lum- 
bering business, still leaves in force that portion of the latter circular 
authorizing free admission of animals, with the vehicles to which they 
are attached, when brought into the United States exclusively for the 
purpose of conveying the parties bringing them, or such merchandise 
as they may have, to their places of destination in the United States, 
such animals and vehicles to be immediately thereafter returned to 
Canada. 

If, therefore, the applicant desires to bring his horse into this coun- 
try for this latter purpose alone, and with the intention of returning 
the same to Canada, free entry of such horse will be allowed under the 
condition prescribed in that portion of said circular of 1866 still in 
force, otherwise duties will be exacted. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BEISTOW, 

8eereta/ry. 
COLLBOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Bath^ Mai/M. 



(2440.) 
Amerioan Maehinery returned from abroad for repairs, 

Tbbasubt Department, September 15, 1875. 

Sib : I Am in receipt of the application (forwarded by you under date 
of the 9th instant) of Mr. William Huntemann, master of the British 
schooner "Constance,'^ for permission to land, without the payment of 
duty, a certain clock, which was purchased at your port of Mr. M. 
Schroler, in July last, and exported to Puerto, Cortez Bay, Honduras, 
and is now returned for repairs under the guarantee of the seller. 

In reply, I would state that the Department sees no objection to 
allowing the said clock to be entered in bond as << machinery for 
repair,'' under the provisions of section 2511 Bevised Statutes of June 
22, 1874, (see Synopsis No. 652,) and you will therefore be governed 

accordingly. 

I am, very respectfully, 

CHAS. F. CONANT, 

Aisistant Secretary. 
CoLLEOTOB OP CUSTOMS, New Orleans^ La. 
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(2441.) 
Date of Importation of Unclaimed Goods. 

Tbeastjby Defabtmbnt, September 16, 1876. 

Sib : I am iu receipt of your report of the 3d instant, inquiring what 
is to be considered the date of importation for the purpose of fixing 
the point of time from which the period of one year shall run, after the 
expiration of which unclaimed goods are to be sold, as alst) the period 
of three years after the expiration of which goods in warehouse are 
to be in like manner disposed of, reference being made by you to 
Department decisions of July 12 and 16, 1876, Synopsis !No. 2339 and 
No. 2349. 

In reply, I have to state that said decisions of the Department relate 
only to goods transported without appraisement under the act of July 
14,1870. 

Where goods are regularly examined and appraised at the port of 
first arrival, and thereafter shipped in bond to another port, the time 
at the expiration of Which they are to be sold as unclaimed, or as 
abandoned to the Government, will be considered tis running from the 
date of their first arrival in this country. 

You will govern your action accordingly. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 
OoLLEOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Buluth, Minn. 



(2442.) 
Use of Inks. 

Tbeasuby Depabtment, September 16, 1876. 

It having come to the notice of this Department that many of its 
officers and employes are in the habit of using volatile and unstable 
inks on official records, and in the preparation of official correspond- 
ence, a practice which must result in serious consequences to the pub- 
lic service by the fading out and destruction of important records : 

It is therefore ordered, that no inks, or substitutes for inks, shall 
hereafter be used by officers or employes of this Department, except 
such as are furnished or authorised by the Department. 

Blue ink must not be used in writing ])ermanent records or letters 
iut^nded for preservation. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



327 

All officers receiving their supplies of ink and mucilage from the 
Treasury Department, must order the same during the warm weather, 
so as to avoid freezing while in transit. 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary, 
Opfiobbs, Agents, and Employees, Trbasuby Dbpabitoint. 



(2443.) 
Premium on Exchange, 

Treasury Department, September 16, 1875. 

Sir : Your letter of the 25th ultimo is received, reporting on the 
appeal (5274 d) of C. F. Lennig from your decision assessing duty on 
certain goat skins, imported i)er " Eederland," in July last, without 
the allowance of an alleged discount specified in the invoice. 

It appears, upon an inspection of the invoice, that the said discount 
consists of an allowance for premium on sterling exchange. This you 
refused to allow, as in your opinion it was not a discount within the 
commercial meaning of that term. 

The Department has heretofore decided that the cost of exchange 
is not an element of dutiable value, and, therefore, following out such 
principle, it must also hold that any premium received for exchange 
must be alike excluded in making up the dutiable value of the mer- 
chandise. 

"Xour decision is therefore affirmed, an<i the invoice returned herewith. 

I am, very respectfully, 

CHAS. F. CONANT, 

Assistant Secretary, 
Collector of Customs, Philadelphia, Pa, 



(2444.) 

Eebate of Duty on articles withdrawn from Warehouse for repairing 

vessels. 

Treasury Department, September 17, 1875. 

Sir : I am in receipt of your report of the 13th instant, upon the 
application of Messrs. Henry Hastings & Co. to be allowed a credit on 
their warehouse bond for duties on nineteen cases bf yellow metal. 
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employed, as alleged, in the repair of the ship '^ Midnight," in pnrsa- 
ance of section 2514 Bevised Statutes. 

It appears that all the proofs required by law and regulations of the 
Department have been furnished, tending to show that the merchan- 
dise in question is entitled to free entry as having been employed in 
the repair of an American vessel under said provision of law, except 
the requirement of Article 750 of the Customs Begulations, which pro- 
vides that the fact that rebate of duty has been allow:ed shall be 
endorsed on the register of the vessel. 

It further appears that the vessel is now at Hong Kong, and will not 
return to the United States until the coming winter. In view of the 
premises, I have tx) state that the Department cannot allow the desired 
credit to be given on the bond, as the endorsement has not been made 
upon the register of the vessel, which is the only notice to be furnished 
the collectors of the various ports of the United States where such 
vessels may touch, that rebate of duties has been allowed on the ma- 
terials employed in the repair of such vessel. 
• • • • - • • • 

I am, very respectfully, 

OHAS. F. CONANT, 

Assi^Uxnt Secretary. 
CoLLS!OTOB OF CUSTOMS, BoetonyMosi. 



(2445.) 
Officers of American Veesels. 

Tbbasuby Dbpabtment, September 20, 1875. 

Sm: I have received your letter of the 4th instant, relative to the 
application of Mr. C. B. Randall to be allowed to act as master of the 
schooner "Frank'' of your port. It appears from the evidence in the 
case presented to the Department, that Mr. Randall went to New 
Brunswick from Maine in 1864, to avoid the draft, and did not return 
to this country until after the close of the late war. In the meantime 
he was drafted, and did not report to a provost marshal, as required 
by the proclamation of the President, dated March 11, 1865. Mr. 
Longfellow, formerly collector of customs at Machias, therefore de- 
clined to enter his name upon the records of the custom-house, and on 
the ship's papers, as master, on the ground that under the provisions 
of section 1996 of the Revised Statutes, he could not act in that capa- 
city, being deprived by that section of his citizenship^ and the law re- 
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qairing that a master of a vessel of the Utaited States shall be a citizen 
of this country. This mling by Mr. Longfellow, yon state, has been 
continued to the present time, wherefore Mr. Randall has been com* 
polled to take out marine documents in the name of one of his (»^w, 
and to sail the vessel under those papers for the past.eight years. 

The section above cited provides that all persons <<who deserted the 
military" service of the United States, and did not return as mentioned 
in the proclamation above referred to, are deemed to have voluntarily 
forfeited their rights of citizenship as well as their right to become eit. 
izens; and section 1998 provides that every person who hereafter 
deserts the military service, or ^' goes beyond the limits of the United 
States with intent to avoid any draft into the military service," shall 
be liable to all the penalties and forfeitures of section 1996. Two 
offences are mentioned, namely, that of << desertion" and the going ^'be- 
yond the limits of the United States with intent," &c. In this case, if 
either offence has been committed, it is the latter. But so far as re- 
lates to that offence, the act of March 3, 1865, from which section 1998 
was copied, embraced in its terms only cases of persons who should 
leave the country after its passage. As Mr. Randall went to Kew 
Brunswick before that date, the Department decides that the facts 
stated above did not deprive him of any right he may have had to act 
as master of a vessel of the United States. You will be governed ac- 
cordingly. 

Very respectftdly, , 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 
Ck>LLBOTOB OF CUSTOMS, MochiaSj Maine. 



(2446.) 
Bioe Flour— OlassifioatUm of. 

Tbbasuby Dbpabtmbnt, September 20j 1875. 

Sni: I am in receipt of your letter of the 6th ultimo, transmitting 
the appeals (Nos. 5046 and 5649) of Messrs. Mee-Kinn, Duck Liing, 
Chung-Yune & Co., and Yuen-Wa & Co., of Portland, Oregon, from 
your decision assessing duty at the rate of 2^ cents per pound on rice 
flour. 

It appears from your report that you have classified rice flour, under 
section 2499 of the Revised Statutes, as 'Vdeaned rice." The appel- 
25 
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lants claim that it should be classified ander section 2516 as an nnenu- 
merated article, mauo&ctared in whole or in part, not otherwise pro- 
vided for, at the rate of 20 per cent ad valorem. Reference having 
been made to the ports of New York and San Francisco, it is ascer- 
tained that the practice at these ports is to classify rice flour, under 
section 2516, at an ad valorem duty of 20 per cent 

The Department, upon consideration of the question, holds that 
such practice is correct, and, therefore, you are hereby instructed to 
adjust the entries accordingly, and to forward the usual statements 
for a refund of the excess of duties erroneously exacted. 
I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BEISTOW, 

Secretary. 
GoLLBCTOB OF CUSTOMS, ForUand^ Oregon. 



(2447.) 
Oaniel^-Sair NaiU—Claesiftcation of. 

Tbbasuby Depabthent, B^temher 20, 1875. 

SiB: Your action in assessing duty under the wool schedule of the 
Codified Tariff (Schedule L) on the importations of camels'-hair noils, 
mentioned and described in the following schedule, is not sustained, 
the Department holding that said noils, being cleaned, are subject to 
duty under the provision of Schedule M of the Codified Tariff for " hair 
of all kinds, cleaned but unmanufactured, not otherwise provided for," 
at the rate of 10 per cent, ad valorem, less 10 per centum under sec- 
tion 2503 of the Revised Statutes, which was in full force at the time 
the importations in question were made. 

You will readjust the entries in question accordingly, and take the 
proper measures for refund of any excess of duties which may have 

been exacted. 

• • • • • • • 

. I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BEISTOW, 

Secretary. 
OoLLBOTOB OF CUSTOMS, New York. 
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(2448.) 
Me^eoL-^lhUy on. 

Tbeasuby DsPABTMENTy September 20, 1875. 

Sm: I am in receipt of your letter of the 27th altimo, relative to the 
rate of duty that shoald be assessed apon importations of '^mescay 
an Indian spiritaoas beverage distilled from maguey (a species of 
cactus) root. 

In reply^ I have to state that the article known as << mescal" is duti- 
able under the provision for ^< brandy and other spirits manufactured 
or distilled from grain or other materials, and not otherwise provided 
for, two dollars per proof gallon, and each and .every gauge or wine 
gallon of measurement must be counted as at least one proof gallon," 
contained in Schedule D, section 2504 Bevised Statutes. 
I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 
GoLLEOTOB OP OusTOMS, El Poso, Texos. 



(2449.) 
Landing Certiflcatea. 

Tbbasuby Depabtmbnt, September 23, 1875. 

Sib : I have, the honor to inform you that the United States consul at 
Kingston, Jamaica, has addressed a communication to.this Department, 
under date of the 8th instant, in which he states that merchants in 
Kingston, who import bonded goods from the United States, not un- 
frequently send a portion of such goods by the same vessel to a second 
port in the island, for which they present only one landing certificate 
for authentication. 

It further appears from said communication that such certificates, 
embracing the entire amount of goods landed at the two ports, are cer- 
tified to by the consular officer at the port where the last portion of 
the goods is landed, an informal clause being inserted therein setting 
forth that certain portions of the goods had been landed at another 
port 

The consul further states that in some instances separate landing 
certificates are submitted for the respective portions of the merchan- 
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dise landed at the different ports, and suggests that this latter is, in 

his judgment, the more correct practice. 

In this view this Department concurs, and respectftilly requests you 

to advise said consul accordingly. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary, 
Hon. Hamilton Fish, Secretary of State. 



(2460.) 
Domestic Tobocco — Ea^portation of. 

Tbbastjby Department, September 23^ 1S75. 

Sm : The attention of the Department having l>een called to the 
fact that much delay is occasioned at the frontier ports in procuring 
clearance certificates for exportation of domestic tobacco arriving for 
shipment to foreign countries, collectors of customs at such ports 
are Jbereby instructed to assume that all tobacco arriving at such ports 
is in bond, (unless found on inspection to have affixed thereto tax-paid 
stamps,) and to inspect the same, so as to have a foundation for grant- 
ing the usual clearance certificate. 

The inspection should be carefully made, and in all cases where 
packages have the appearance of having been tampered with or 
broken into, a rigid and thorough cixamination of the contents should 
be made. 

I am, very respectfully. 
By order : CHAS. P. OONANT, 

Assistant Secretary. 

GoLLBOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Cape Vincenty N.T. 



(2451.) 
GaXvanized-iron Wire--Damage AUowanee. 

Treasury Department, September 24, 1875. 

Sir: Your letter of the 14th instant is received, transmitting the 
application of A. S. Hallidee for damage allowance on the voyage of 
importation of eighty-three bales galvanized-iron wire, estimated by 
the appraiser at y6ur port at 30 per cent, and in reply I have to state, 
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that as the Bevlsed Statutes (Heyl, 1041) provide that <<no allowance 

or redaction of duties for partial loss or damage shall be hereafter 

made in consequence of rust of iron or steel," &c., your action in 

declining to allow such damage is hereby approved. 

I am, very respectfully, 

OHAS. F. OONANT, 

Assista/nt Secretary, 
GoiXEOTOBS OF Customs, Sa/n Frandscoj Cal. 



(2452.) 
Slipper Carpeting — Classifieatian of. 

Treasury Depabtmbnt, September 24, 1875. 

Sib: Your letter of July 27, last, was duly received, submitting the 
appeal (4969 d) of Messrs. Bauer, Tobriner & Co., fix)m your decision 
assessing duty at the rate of fifty cents per pound, and thirty-five per 
cent, ad valorem, on certain slipper carpeting imported by them under 
immediate transportation bond, April 6, 1876, the appellants claiming 
to enter the same at the rate of 40 per centum ad valorem, as *^ carpets'' 
or "carpeting.'' 

The article in question appears to be a manufacture of worsted re- 
sembling carpeting in appearance, but of a lighter texture, and is used 
for the manufacture of shoes or slippers. It is unfit for use as carpets 
or carpeting, and in the opinion of the Department was properly clas- 
sified as a manufacture of worsted not otherwise provided for, at the 
rate above mentioned. Your decision is therefore affirmed. 
I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 



GoLLEOTOB OF CUSTOMS, San iVoncMoo, Oal 



Secretary. 



(2463.) 
Consular Fees on Invoices. 

Tbbasuby Dbpabthbnt, September 25, 1875. 

Snt: Your letter X>f the 22d instant is received, inquiring what 
amount, consuls of the United States in England '^ are authorized 
to charge for each consular invoice of goods presented by them." 
You state that in other countries — ^Belgium for instance— the consul 
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charges $2 50 in gold, while in England an additional charge of 
St. 6d. sterling is made for a commissioner's fee. 

Yon are informed, in reply, that the regulation of this Qovernment 
upon the. subject is, that where a veriflcatiou of an invoice by oath 
or afGbiDation of the owner, shipper, mann&ctnrer, or agent is deemed 
necessary by the consular officer, the affiant may, in countries where 
an oath, to be of legal force, must be taken before a local magistrate 
or other officer, take the same before any such officer. The language 
and form of the oath, if taken by foreigners, should be those of their 
country. 

In England it is understood that the oath is usually taken before 

a commissioner, oyer tlie amount of whose fee this Department has 

no control. 

Very respectfully, 

0HA8. F. OONAlirr, 

Acting Secretary. 
Messrs. BUTTBBWOBTBT & Smallby, ' 

266 Water street^ New York. 



(2454.) 
Penal Duty an Goods advanced by Appraisers, 

Trsasusy Dbpabtment, September 30, lt75. 

Snt : I am in receipt of your report of the 25th instant, upon the 
application of Messrs. Abbott & Howard, requesting remission of a 
penal duty of 20 per cent, ad valorem imposed by you on certain 
importations of cast steel, per << Minnesota,'' April 10, 1873, and << Man- 
hattan," April 22, 1873. 

It appears that the appraiser advanced the value of the goods in 
question 10 per cent, and that such advance was sustained on reap- 
praisement. 

In reply, I have to state that the classification of the merchandise in 

question for duty, being governed by its value, the case comes within 

the provisions of section 2909 of the Bevised Statutes authorizing, the 

exaction of the penal duty under such circumstances; and your action 

in the premises is therefore hereby confirmed. 

I am, very respectfully, 

CHAS. F. OONANT, 

Acting Secretary. 
OoLLBOTOB OP CUSTOMS, JV^etT Tori. 
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(2455.) 
Wool WoiUe WMnnff—Du^ on. 

Tbbasuby Depabtmbnt, September 30, 1875. 

Sib : Messrs. Faxon, Elms & €o. have appealed (1119<I) from yonr 
assessment of dnty at the rate of 50 cents per poand and 35 per cent. 
ad valorem (less 10 per centam) on their importation of part of a case 
of " wool elastic webbing," per " Hecla," February 23, 1874. 

It appears that the article in question is an elastic fabric composed 
of worsted, cotton, and rubber, and is employed in the manufEM^tnre of 
what are termed ^'Gongress booth," and that you assessied duty thereon 
as aforesaid, under the provision of Schedule L of the Codified Tariff 
for manufactures in part of worsted. 

The appellants, however, claim that these goods are subject to duty 
under the provisions of Schedule M of the Codified Tariff (Heyl, 1308) 
for webbing composed in part of India rubber, at the rate of 35 per 
cent., less 10 per cent, as having been imported prior to the pas- 
sage of the act of March 3, 1875. 

In the view of the Department these goods may properly be con- 
sidered a webbing, which leaves to be determined the question whether 
they are dutiable under the provision of said Schedule L (Heyl, 1168) 
for webbings in part of worsted, or under that of said Schedule M 
for webbings in part of India rubber, (Heyl, 1308.) 

While these goods might be classified under either of these latter 
provisions in the absence of the other, the Department is of opinion, 
in view of the fiftct that the provision above referred to for webbings 
in part of India rubber applies to such goods only as are not otherwise 
provided for, that the goods in question should be assessed for duty 
under said provision of Schedule L for webbings in part of worsted, 
at the rate of 50 cents per pound and 50 per centum ad valorem, less 
10 per centum, as having been imported prior to the passage of the act 
of March 3, 1875. 

You will readjust the entry in question in accordance with the fore- 
going views, and take the proper measures to collect any deficiency of 
duties that may be found due. 

In accordance with your request, the invoice submitted is herewith 
returned. 

I am, very respectfully, 

CHAS. F. CONANT, 

Acting Secretary. 

COLLEOTOB OF CtTSTOHS Boston, MoSS, 
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(2466.) 
Scotch Oranite Monumenta— Invoices of. 

Treastjby Department, September 30, 1875. 

Sib : I transmit herewith, fdr yoar information, a copy of a letter 
this day addressed to the ^Department of State, relative to the invoicing 
of Scotch granite monuments, imported from Dundee, Scotland. 

The circnlar of the IT. S. consular agent at Aberdeen, therein re- 
ferred to, which requires that all invoices certified by him must have 
attached to each copy, tracings with the dimensions of the monuments 
embraced therein, and the number of pieces composing each monument, 
meets the approval of this Department, and yon will therefore accept 
only such invoices as comply with the requirements of said circular. 

I am, very respectfhlly, 

OHAS. F. CONANT, 

Acting Secretary. 
IT. S. Appbaisbb, New York. 

[ Copy of letter aboye mentioned.] • 

Tbbasubt Dbpabtment, 
Washingtanj D. C, September 30, 1875. 

Sib : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your commu- 
nication of the 15th instant, transmitting despatch No. 93, from the 
United States consul at Dundee, Scotland, and other documents, rela- 
tive to invoicing Scotch granite monuments, imported from Aberdeen, 
Scotland, into the United States. 

It appears that, under the instructions of said consul, the United 
States consular agent at Aberdeen has promulgated the following 
circular relative to the manner in which such invoices shall be made out : 

^< Pursuant to despatch from the Department of State at Washington, 
and instructions fix)m the United States consul at Dundee, I beg to 
advise you that, on and afrer Ist September next, all invoices certified 
by me must have attiK^hed to each copy (in triplicate) tracings, with 
dimensions of the monuments embraced therein, and the number of 
pieces composing each monument, the same to be referred to and 
signed as relative thereto." 

With reference thereto, I have to state that the observance of such 
circular instructions by shippers of such merchandise from Scotland 

will, in the view of this Department, subserve a useful purpose in con- 
nection with the examination and appraisal of such goods, for the pur- 
pose of determining the dutiable value thereof. 
I am, very respectfully, 

CHAS. F. CONAOT, 

At^M^ Secretary. 
Hon. HAMiiiTON Fish, 

Secretary o/StatCj Waehingtonj D. 0. 
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TO OOLLEOTORS OF CUSTOMS. 



Treasury Departmbht,* 

Washingtany D. iJ.^ November 2, 1875. 
The following Decisions of the Department for the month of Octo- 
ber, 1875, upon the construction to be given to Acts of Congr^s relating 
to the Tariff, Navigation, and other subjects, are published here- 
with for the information and guidance of Officers of the Customs. 

B. H. BEIBTOW, 

Secretary. 



(2457.) 
Importatvn of Cattle Jrom Cadiz, 

Treasury Department, October 1, 1875. 

Sir : This Department having received through the Department of 
State a copy of a dispatch from the United States* consul at Cadiz, 
Spain, dated the 1st ultimo, reporting the entire disappearance of the 
hoof and mouth disease among cattle, sheep, and goats in the province 
of Cadiz, directs that future importations firbm that province be re- 
lieved from the prohibition contained in the circular of this Depart- 
ment of July 31, 1875. 

I am, very respectfully, 

CHAS. F. COKAKT, 



Collector of Customs, Philadelphia, Fa. 



Acting Secretary. 



(2458.) 
Marking of Damaged Ooods. 

Treasury Department, October 5, 1875. 

The rules prescribed by the Department oh the 5th of April, 1872, for 
preserving the identity of goods entered in bond, upon which allow- 
ance of damage may be made, are hereby amended, as follows : 

BuLE 1. — Before the damage warrant shall be signed, the with- 
26 
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drawal entry clerk shall be required to plaee the words *• damage 
application made," (with date,) in red ink, across the bond account in 
the ledger. 

BuLE 2. — The damage return made by the appraiser shall describe 
specifically the goods, or packages of goods, upon which damage has 
been allowed, by setting forth the respective marks and numbers on 
such packages. 

If, however, no distinguishing marks, numbers, or devices shall be 
found on any damaged articles or packages, by which each of them 
can be identified, or where goods are marked and numbered as it is 
termed in ^^ chops," one mark or number covering a certain number of 
packages, it . shall be the duty of the of&cer examining for damage 
allowance to cause serial numbers to be placed on such articles or 
packages, (except in cases of wrecked goods, and where the whole 
invoiced quantity shall, upon .examination, be found to be damaged,) 
which numbers shall be carried on the damage return, and described 
therein as the ^^ examiner's damage-allowance number." Where the 
packages are marked and numbered in /' chops," especial care will be 
taken that the examiner's damage-allowance numbers shall be so 
placed on the packages that they will not be confounded with the 
shippers' numbers. 

BuLE 3. — The appraiser will make his damage return in duplicate 
to the collector, who shall thereupon transmit one copy thereof to the 
storekeeper having charge of the warj^house where the goods covered 
by such damage return are istored. 

Bulb 4. — It shall be the duty of the storekeeper receiving such 
damage returns to file the same, first giving them serial numbers. 
The storekeeper will also note on his books the fact that damage has 
been allowed on an invoice of goods, where such is the case, as also 
the number of the damage return on his files. 

BULE 6. — ^The original warehouse entry, when liquidated, must show 
specifically the different articles or packages on which damage has 
been allowed. 

Bulb 6. — Where damage has been allowed on an importation of 
goods, or any part thereof, every permit for the withdrawal from ware- 
house of only a part of such importation shall exhibit, by items, on 
what goods, if any, covered by such permit, damage has been allowed, 
^he percentage of damage need not, however, be stated in the permit. 

BxTLE 7. — Export entries and export permits will be considered as 
covering only siound goods, unless the contrary shall specially appear. 

BuLE 8. — ^The export clerk, before passing a withdrawal entry for 
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export, shall require that snch eatry shall describe the goods by the 
marks and nambers on the packages in detail, and will also particn- 
larly observe whether the words ^^ damage application made " are re- 
corded in the ledger account; and, should such be the case, he will 
procure the original liquidated warehouse entry, with the damage war- 
rant attached, and if, upon inspection of these documents, he shall 
ascertain that the export entry covers no goods upon which damage 
has been allowed, or, if covering damaged goods, that qnly such as are 
specified in the permit have been delivered for exportation, and, if the 
storekeeper's certificate, prescribed in Bule 9, has been receiveid by 
him, he will pass such entry ; otherwise, he will refuse to pass the same. 

EuLE 9. — The storekeeper, on receipt of a permit for delivery firom 
warehouse for exportation of only part of an importation, will ascer- 
tain, by reference to his books, whether any damage has been allowed 
on such importation, and, if such be the case,' he will take especial 
care, by reference to the duplicate damage return in his possession, 
that no goods, on which damage has been allowed, are delivered on 
snch permit, unless the permit shall call for damaged goods, in whic}i 
case he will see to it that only the particular goods so calliBd for are 
delivered. On request of the exporter, the storekeeper will forthwith 
furnish him a certificate of the delivery from warehouse of sound or 
damaged goods, as the case may be, describing the goods damaged by 
the marks and numbers in the damage return. 

It is particularly enjoined upon storekeepers and warehousemen that 
they are hot to deliver for exportation any goods upon which damage hat 
been allowedynn\e&s the permit shall call for damaged goods, identify- . 
ing them in the manner hereinbefore provided. 

Bule 10.— ^Packages containing goods on which damage allowance 
has been made, will not hereafter be stencilled with the word << dam- 
aged," or with the percentage of the damage, and all rules and regula- 
tions requiring such stencilling are hereby revoked. 

OHAS. F. CONANT, 

Acting Secretary. 

CoiJ:.B0f6BS AND OTHER OFFICBBS OF THE CUSTOMS. 



(2459.) 

Shoal Waters in the FaMfic Ocean. 

Treasury Department, October 5, 1876. 

The Surveyor of Customs at San Francisco, California, Giles H. Gray, 
reports to the Department, in a communication of the 14th ultimo, that 
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be was informed by Captain James G. Coffin, of the American schooner 
"Florence Bailey,'' on bis recent arrival at that port firom Tahiti, that, 
at one o'clock P. M. Sunday, August 15, he passed a shoal spot about 
two hundred feet square in latitude thirty-seven (i^7) degrees thirty-six 
(36) minutes North, longitude one hundred and twenty-five (125) de- 
grees eighteen (18) minutes West. The water was very clear, and 
every sea that came along broke on it. Its distance from the vessel 
was about one hundred yards, and the shoal was plainly visible. 

Collectors of customs are requested, so far as it may conveniently 
be done, to bring the substance of this communication to the notice of 
the masters of vessels navigating the Pacific. 

0HA8. F. OONANT, 



OOLLBOTOBS OF CUSTOMS AND OTHBBS. 



Acting Secretary. 



(2460.) 
Ganctdian Cattle in tranHt through the United States. 

Tbeasubt Depabtment, October 6, 1875. 

Sib : I am in receipt of your letter of the 31st ultimo, transmitting 
and reporting on the application of Messrs. Foster & Jones, for per- 
mission to ship Canadian cattle in bond from Montreal to Portland, 
there to be slaughtered and shipped across the seas, and to have 
their transportation and export bonds covering the cattle, entered for 
transit on their first arrival in this country, satisfied on production of 
the proper evidence showing that the beef and other products of the 
cattle when slaughtered have been duly exported. 

In reply, I have to state that the Department cannot allow any such 
practice, it being understood that the law authorizing the transporta- 
tion of merchandise in transit through this country contemplates that 
it shall remain in the same condition while passing over such route of 
transit, so that its identity may be preserved. 
I am, very respectfully, 

CHAS. F. CONANT, 

Acting Secretary. 

COLLBOTOB OF CUSTOMS, FortUmd^ Maine, 
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(2461.) 
Marks and Brands on Imported Liquors, 

Tbbasuby Depabtmbnt, October 6, 1875. 

Sib: I am in receipt of your letter of the 17th altimo, asking what 
marks and brands are necessary to show the tax paid on imported 
goods, liquors, &c. 

In reply, I have to state that all imported distilled spirits in casks 
are, upon l)eing landed, marked and branded, so as to show the name 
of the port, date of importation, rate of proof, and namber of gallons 
contained therein. Casks of imported wines are not marked or branded, 
the gange of contents and the ^^ outs" only are scored upon the casks. 
Where casks of wine or distilled spirits are withdrawn from bond for 
transportation, they are mai^ked before delivery as follows : " Port of 
New York, in bond for -. ." 

It is taken for presumptive evidence that duties are paid if the pack- 
ages are not in the custody of the Government officers. The marks 
referred to-as being placed upon the casks of imported distilled spirits 
do not furnish. the slightest proof that the contents were imported if 
the casks are out of the custody of the Government. 

Merchants at the port of New York, dealing in that class of mer- 
chandise, almost invariably purchase the same in bond, subject to 
duties. 

I am, very respectfiQly, 

OHAS. F. OONANT, 

Acting Secretary, 

GoLLEOTOB OF Intsbnal Bbybntje, Knoxville^ Tmn. 



(2462.) 

Oustoms-Beventie Flags — Display of, 

Tbbasuby Depabtmbnt, October 7, 1876. 

Article 1160, General Begulations, provides as follows : 

" The revenue flag of the United States, • • • also the flag of 
the United States, shall be hoisted over all custom-house buildings 
during the hours of business, except when stormy weather prevents 
the display of the flag." 

The attention of the Department has been called to the fact that, in 
some of the customs districts, said regulation is practically diregarded, 
or not regularly observed. 
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Collectors are therefore iDStracted that said regulation should be 
uniformly observed by the display of the revenue flag over the build- 
ing in which the customs office is situated, during business hours, ex- 
cept when the state of the weather is such as either to make it imprac- 
ticable to display the flag or to render the same liable to serious 
iiyury.. 

Collectors of districts not supplied with the revenue flag will make 
immediate requisition therefor upon this Department. Those having 
the flag of the United States only, will display the same as above 
required until furnished with a revenue flag. 

CHAS. F. CONANT, 



COLLEOTOBS OP CUSTOMS. 



Acting Secretary. 



(2463.) 
Silk OloaJa lined with Fur — Classification of. 

Tbbasubt Depabtment, October 9 j 1875. 

S;iB: The Department is in receipt of your further report dated the 
18th ult., en,closing a special report from the appraiser relative to the 
clasiflcation of certain mantles, composed of silk and fur, imported by 
Messrs. Berteaux & Eadon at New York. 

The mantles in question are reversible^ and may be worn with either 
the silk or the fur outside, although the fastenings indicate that the 
silk is originally intended as the outer side, and the fur, consequently^ 
as a lining. The importers in their specification say: *' The silk would 
probably be turned outwards in the promenade, while in the carriage 
or sleigh the wearer would prefer to exhibit the fur." 

The importers claim that the article is dutiable under, the provision 
in the tariff (Schedule M) for "fur, articles made of; caps, hats, muffs, 
and tippets of fur, and all other manufactures of fur, or of which fur 
shall he a component material, thirty-five per centum ad valorem." 

According to the first report of the appraiser, (dated August 23, 
1876,) the article is commercially known as a "silk cloak lined with 
ftir," w:hile the importers give the commercial designation as "fur-lined 
mantles," , • • • " the essential feature of the garment (a winter 
wrap) being the fur which gives to it its special utility and chief com- 
mercial and fashionable value." 

• Acquitting these statements to be correct, it would seem that the 
article in question is equitably entitled to classification under the "fur" 
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claase, as a manafactare in part of far, were it not for the fact that 
the claase evidently contemplates articles commercially and techni' 
cally known as Jvrs^ a descriptive term which it must be conceded, in 
the light of the importers own statement, is not properly applicable to 
the mantles in 'question. 

This is snbstantially the view taken by the appraiser on this branch 
of the case, and in such view the Department ^^oncurs. 

The question then remains, whether the simple fact that fur con- 
stitates a part of the garment is sufficient to bring it within the fur 
clause. 

In the consideration* of this question, the Department has to remark 
that if the fur lining were, in all cases, as claimed by the importers, 
<4n excess of the silk as to bulk, weight, and valtie,^ this fact would be, 
very properly, the controlling one, and the rate of duty for furs and 
manufactures thereof would consequently attach, as a general rule, 
to the article composed of silk and fur, and commercially known either 
as " silk cl9aks lined with fur," or as " fur-liiied mantles." The Depart- 
ment, however, has information which satisfies it that, as a matter of 
fact, the value of the furs so used does not always exceed the value of 
the silk of which the exterior of the garment is composed, but that 
inferior skins may be, and are, used in lining mantles made from silk, 
such silk being of a superior grade and exceeding the value of tiie furs. 

In such cases the Department is of the opinion that the duty appli- 
cable to such mantles would be that provided in Schedule H for ready- 
made clothing of which silk is the component material of chief value, 
viz., 60 per cent, ad valorem, or by the act of February 8, 1875, for 
" all goods, wares, and merchandise not therein otherwise provided for? 
of which silk is the component material of chief value, irrespective of 
the classification thereof for duty hy or under previous laws, or of their 
commercial designation,^ being the same rate, viz., 60 per cent, ad valo- 
rem^ It cannot be denied that the general tenor of tariff legislation, 
with reference to certain classes of materials, such as wool, worsted, 
and silk, is to impose a high rate or duty on articles either wholly or 
chiefly (with reference to value) composed thereof; hence, in the present 
case, if the silk be of chief value, the general intent of the traiff acts 
would be defeated by imposing a rate of duty primarily applicable to 
^^furs" only, simply because the skins of certain fur-bearing animals 
were used as^ in part, a component material. The conclusion at which 
the Department has arrived, therefore, with reference to the article in 
question, is that its classification must depend upon the relative value 
of the silk, (the external material of which the cloak or mantle is com- 
posed,) as compared with the skins with which it is lined; and if the 
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former exceed the latter in valae it must be subjected to a duty of 60 
per cent, ad valorem, bat' if not, the article may then be admitted at 
the lower rate of duty provided for manufactures in part of fur, viz., 
35 per cent, ad valorem. 

Where the value of the two materials is so nearly balanced as to 
render it doubtful which preponderates, the safe and proper course will 
be to give the benefit of the doubt to the Government, leaving the 
importer to his legal remedy by protest and appeal. 

You will be governed in the premises accordingly. 

Very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Seeretary. 
GOLLEOTOB OP GuSTOMS, N'cw Tork. 



(2464.) 
Mixed Goods. 



Tbeasuby Depabtment, Octo^ 9, 1875. 

SiB: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 6th 
ultimo, with its enclosure, in regard to the dutiable classification of 
velvets and ready-made clothing of which silk is the component mate- 
rial of chief value, but which contain twenty-five pertsent. or more, in 
value, of cotton, flax, wool, or worsted. 

In reply, I have to state that, upon a full reconsideration of the case, 
and in accordance with the views of the Attorney General, to whom 
the question was referred, the Department has arrived at the follow- 
ing conclusions : 

Ist. That by the proviso contained in the first section of the tariff and 
internal-revenue act of February 8, 1875, that act has no application 
whatever to the articles of merchandise in question. 

2d. That so far as such articles are concerned, to wit, those having 
twenty-five per cent, or over, in value, of cotton, flax, wool, or worsted, 
the law remains the same as if the said act of February 8, 1875, had 
not been passed. 

3d. That said articles must consequently be clasatified and assessed 
for duty under the provisions of Schedule H of the revised tariff 
act of Jui;e 22, 1874, respectively applicable thereto. 

Toil will therefore govern your action accordingly. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary, 
OoLLEOTOB OF OijSTOMS, New York. 
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(2465.) 
Steel Wood-sereics — OlaasiftoaHanof. 

Tbbasuby Depabtment, October 12, 1876. 

Sib : Beferring to your reports of Angnst 17 and 26, and September 
23, 1875, apon the qnestion presented by the appeal {4^S6d) of G. W. 
Brace, on an importation of'wobd-sorews manufactnred from so-called 
Bessemer steel, and classified as wood-screws subject to a specific duty 
per ponnd, according to lepgth, I have to state that after a careful con- 
sideration of the subject I have arrived at the conclusion hereinafter 
stated. 

The article commercially known as wood-screws has heretofore, it 
appears, been generally manufactured from iron. The question now 
presented is, whether wood-screws of Bessemer steel are to be treated 
as within the provision for "screws of any other metal than iron,'' con- 
tained in the clause in Schedule E of the tariff (Bevised Statutes, 
page 469) authorizing the admission of screws not embraced by the 
preceding clause at 35 per centum ad valorem. 

The appeal is based substantially upon two grounds, viz: 

First. That the . article in question is, as matter of fact, composed of 
a metal other than iron. 

Second. That the provision relating to screws other than those of 
iron, confines the specific duty on wood screws to those made of iron 
only. 

The two provisions of the tariff to which refereace is here made are 
in the following words : 

1028. "Screws, commonly called wood-screws, two inches or over in 
length: 6ight cents per pound; less than two inches, eleven cents per 
pound." 

1029. "Screws of any other metal than iron, and all other screws of 
iron, except wood-screws: thirty-five per centum a4 valorem.'^ 

The clause first cited relates wholly to wood-screws, so called. This, 
it appears, is a descriptive designation, based upon the objects or uses 
of the article, and not upon the material of which it is composed, no 
reference to which is made by the statute. 

The phraseology of the next succeeding clause is claimed by the ap- 
pellant to mean that iron wood-screws only are excepted from the ad 
valorem rate, and that a wood-screw made of steel, being composed of 
a metal other than iron, is consequently subject not to the specific, but 
to the ad valorem rate. 

This position is, in the judgment of the Department, unsound, for 
the reason that the statute having in the first place imposed a specific 
rate of duty upon " wood-screws,'' eo nomine^ without reference to the 
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material of which they are composed, the intent tihus clearly expressed 

should not be defeated by a construction of the general provision 

inconsistent therewith. 

The propriety of this view is further illustrated by reference to the 

specific provision for "bed-screws'^ in the same schedule, viz: two and 

a half cents per pound. If the words in the general provision, "all 

other screws of iron except wood-screws," were meant to except only 

iron wood-screws, then iron bed-screws would seem to be provided 

with two different rates of duty, one specific and the other ad valorem. 

The Department, however, has uniformly recognized the specific rate 

as applicable to the article known as " bed-screws," without regard to 

the material of which it is composed. The same rulcf is applicable to 

" wood-screws," and ybu will be governed accordingly. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 
GoLLBOTOB OF OusTOMS, New York. 



(2466.) 
Harmonicas — Olassificatwn of, 

Tbbasuby Department, October 12, 1875. 

Sir: I am in receipt of your report of the 25th ultimo, upon the 
api)eal (6109(7) of Mr. O. F. Zimmerman from your assessment of duty 
at the rate of 50 per cent, ad valorem, as toys, on a certain case (A. L., 
No. 880) of harmonicas imported per "Argonaut" from Bremen, 
August 9, 1875, the importer claiming that the same are dutiable as 
musical instruments at the rate of 30 per cent, ad valorem. 

The harmonicas in question are, as appears from the samples sub- 
mitted, of various sizes, and difiTer widely in their capacity for pro- 
ducing musical sounds. 

Upon a review of the whole question, the Department is of opinion 

that if these various descriptions of instruments are apparently for 

use as toy instruments, and are generally devoted to such uses, they 

should be classified for duty as toys, without regard to the fact that, 
occasionally, an expert may be found who can execute somewhat diffi- 
cult music thereon. 

In view of the premises, your action in assessing duty as aforesaid 
is sustained. 
Samples are herewith returned. 

Very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 
Collector of Customs, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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(2467.) 

Importation of Cattle jfrom Seville. 

Tbbasuby Dbpabtmbnt, October 13, 1876. 
This Department having received, through the Department of State, 
a copy of a dispatch j&x)m the United States vice-consul at Seville, 
Spain, dated the 18th ultimo, reporting the complete disappearance of 
the hoof and mouth disease among cattle, sheep, and pigs in the prov- 
ince of Seville, and in almost all the other province of Spain, directs 
that future importations firom the provinces of Seville be relieved fipom 
the prohibition contained in Department's circular of July 31, 1875. 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 

COLLEOTOBS OF OUSTOMS. 



(2468.) 

Deeigne and Engravings on Woody made by American oitizene residing 

abroad — Dutiable, 

Treasury Department, October 13, 1876. 

Sir: Messrs. George Stoker & Co. have {^pealed (|fJ|J:ii.) from 
your decision assessing duty at the several rates of 20 and 25 per centum 
ad valorem on certain so-called ^^ works of art," imported by them per 
steamer ^^ Main," June 3, 1874. 

The appellants claim that the said articles are entitled to free entry 
under the provision of section 22 of the act of July 14, 1870, (.the im- 
portation having been made prior to the passage of the Bevised Stat- 
utes,) which reads as follows: <^ Paintings, statuary, fountains, and 
other works of art, the production of American artistic ; provided that 
the fact of such production be verified by the certificate of any consul 
or minister of the United States, endorsed upon the written declara- 
tion of the artist." The same provision is re-enacted in the BcA^sed 
Statutes, the clause containing it being headed <^ works of art." 

It appears from the si>ecial report of the appraiser that the articles 
in question are engravings on wood, used in printing the ^'Aldine'^ 
newspaper, published in the city of New York, and drawings or de- 
signs on wood, sent to this country to be engraved, and then used in 
the same manner. 
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It thus appears that said articles are of two classes, namely, first, 
wood cuts, fully executed and ready for use, the designs for which were 
drawn upon the wood by American citizens residing abroad ; and, sec- 
ondly, drawings on wood, made by American citizens, the engraving 
of which, on the wood, remains to be executed after arrival in the 
United States. 

In regard to the articles embraced in the first class, I would state 
that the Department is of opinion that they are excluded from free 
entry under the law referred to for the following reasons : The enumer- 
ation of paintings, statuary, and fountains in the clause in the act 
mentioned indicates, to some extent, the character of the articles which 
are entitled to free entry under the phrase "other works of art" im- 
mediately following. Paintings, statuary, and fountains are all finished 
pioductions ready for use as such, and not simply the means by which 
an almost unlimited number of impressions constituting pictuj:«s could 
be produced, as is the case with the wood engravings in question. 

The Department therefore concludes that the term " works of art" 
cannot properly be applied to the article in question. In frirther sup- 
port of this view, it will be observed that the tariff admits paintings 
and statuary, not otherwise provided for, at the low rate of 10 per 
centum ad valorem, whereas engraved plates of wood or other material 
are dutiable at the rate of 25 per centum ad valorem. If such plates 
had been considered works of art, in the sense in which paintings and 
statuary are so considered, it may be presumed that the same encour- 
agement would have been given to their importation. 

Assuming this position to be correct, the Department cannot, how- 
ever much inclined to encourage American artists residing abroad, 
recognize engravings on wood as works of art within the purview of 
the statute. 

As a necessary consequence, the articles forming the second class 
above mentioned, which are in a less advanced state, will also be ex- 
cluded from free entry. 

The engravings on wood embraced in said importation are therefore 
properly chargeable with duty under the provision for "plates en- 
graved ♦ ♦ ♦ of wood or other material, twenty-five per cent, ad 
valorem,'' and the designs on wood, not engraved, at the rate of twenty 
per cent, ad valorem, as non-enumerated manufactured articles. 

Your action in the premises is therefore hereby affirmed. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BBISTOW, 

Secretary. 

COLLKOTOB OP CUSTOMS, NjBW YotTc. 
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(2469.) 

Measurement of 8mall Vessels. 

Treasury Department, October 14, 1876. 
Sir : I am in receipt of your letter of the 2l8t ultimo, relative to the 
memorandum of <^ Many citizens of Ocean county, N. J.,'' complain ing^ 
of the admeasurement of small vessels provided with movable shelters 
or cabins at your port. In view of all the facts in the case, and of the 
very ftiU description of the vessels given in your report, I have decided 
that the movable covering over a portion of the cockpit which, when 
in place, forms a temporary cabin, and is usually fastened with hooks 
to the ^ walk around," is not a permanent closed-in space, and the 
head room so formed should not be included in the gross tonnage of 
the vessel. 

You are directed to make the practice at your port conform to thift 
ruling. 

Very respectfully, 

B. H. BEISTOW, 

Secretary, 
OoLLBOTOR OF OusTOMfif, Perth Amboy^ N. J. 



(2470.) 
Valuation of Moneys of the Argentine Confederation. 

Treasury Department, October 15, 1876. 

Sir: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your report of the 31st of 
August last, as also a report from Mr. Appraiser Bice, in relation to the 
valuation to be placed upon the various moneys of the Argentine Con- 
federation. 

It appears there is a difference of opinion between your office and 
that of the appraiser as regards the basis of determining such valua- 
tion, the question being of special importance with reference to deter- 
mining the value and proper dutiable classification of South American 
wool. 

The invoice submitted by you appears to be extended in Argentine 
doubloons, and consequently should be considered, for the purpose of 
the case, as made out in that currency. The certificate of the consul, 
annexed thereto, places the value of such doubloons as equal to 16 
patacone dollars j a patacone dollar beiiig understood to be of the same 
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value as the peso fuerte, mentioned in Department's circalar of Janu- 
ary, 1875, and to which is assigned the value of one dollar of the United 
States currency. 

It further appears that, while your office holds that the value of the 
Argentine doubloon should be^ estimated upon the value of the i>eso 
fuerte, which would give such doubloon the value of 16 dollars, the. 
appraiser's office is of opinion that such doubloon should be taken 
at the valuation assigned to it by a former ruling of the Department, 
viz: $15.58. 

Before passing finally upon this question, the Department finds it 
necessary to confer with the Director of the Mint; in the meantime, 
however, in order that the rights of all concerned may be saved, the 
Department instructs you to take the value of the doubloon of the 
Argentine Eepublic as of (16 United States money, leaving the parties 
who may feel aggrieved by such action to make protest and take 
appeal to the Department. 

• #••••• 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BEI8TOW, 

Secretary, 

COLLEOTOE OF CUSTOMS, Boston, MoSS. 



(2471.) 
Salt mthdrawn from WareJumse for use in Fisheries. 

Treasury Department, October 16, 1875. 

Sir: Beferring to your report of the 31st of July last, in relation to 
certain alleged irregularities connected with the withdrawal of salt in 
bond, to be used in curing fish, the product of American fisheries, I 
have to request that whenever such withdrawals are made, you call 
the special attention of the parties, making entry, to the requirements 
of the existing regulations and instructions of the Department, viz: 
that such salt cannot be used for any other purpose than for actually 
curing fish used for food, and is consequently excluded from use in 
the salting: of seines, or the curing of porgies or other fish of that de- 
scription, which are not understood by the Department to be generally 
used as food. 

The form of the affidavit (So. 197 of the Customs Begulations of 
1874) required for the cancellation of a bond given in connection with 
such withdrawal of salt will be amended by inserting after the word 
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''same," in the fifth liue from the end of the affidavit as found in the 
Begnlations, the words "that no portion of sach salt has been used 
for salting seines, or in curing fish other than those commonly used 
for food.'' 

Upon application being made to the Department, blanks embodying 
this amendment will be transmitted for your use. 
I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRI8TOW, 

Secretary. 
COLLBOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Waldohoroughy Maine. 



- (2472.) 
Linen Damasks — Duty on. 

Treasury Department, October 16, 1876. 

GENTLiBMEN: I am in receipt of your communication of the 25th 
ultimo, in which you allege that the collector of customs at New York 
has revived a claim against you for additional duties on certain linen 
damasks, imported by you per "Macedonia,'' July 20, 1874. 

In reply thereto, I would state that, on the 28th of May last, this 
Department instructed the collector of customs at New York that such 
claim for additional duty should be enforced, rescinding its instructions 
of May 20, to which you refer. 

With reference thereto, I would further state that the Department's 
instructions of May 20, laist, were based upon the position which it 
had previously taken, that, where goods are withdrawn from the 
custody of the Government, under a ruling of the Department in force 
at the time of withdrawal^ and thereafter the Department finds it 
proper to adopt a construction of the statute which necessarily results 
in fixing a higher rate of duty, thus changing its previous construc- 
tion, no claim should be made against the importers for any additional 
duties growing out of such change. 

On further consideration of the case, however, the Department 
arrived at the conclusion that the goods havitig been imported after 
the passage of the Revised S.tatutes of June 22, 1874, which supersedes 
all former law£, and of course all former rulings of the Department in 
conflict with its provisions, the enactment of the new law should be 
considered as equivalent, for the purposes of the case, to the promul- 
gation of a new decision. 
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As the duty on liaen damasks was fixed by the Eevised Statutes at 
36 and 40 per cent, ad valorem, according as they are of greater or 
less value, the rates of 30 and 35 per cent, ad valorem which, under 
the construction of the Department of the pre-existing law, were pre- 
viously in force, are to be considered as superseded from and after June 
22, 1874, the date when the Revised Statutes were enacted. 

As your importation of damasks was made subsequently to the 

passage of the Eevised Statutes, it consequently became dutiable 

under its provisions. 

I ain, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 
Messrs. Jambs Elliott & Co., yetc Torh 



(2473.) 
Ohves hnit of Wool — Classification of. 

Treasury Department, October 20, 1876. 

Sir: I am in receipt of a letter from your predecessor, under date of 
the 26th ultimo, submitting the appeal (61264) of Messrs. Wm. Finkler 
& Sons from your assessment of duty at the rate of 50 cents per pound 
and 40 per cent, ad valorem on certain gloves imported by them, via 
New York, per "Klopstock," September 13, 1876, the appellants claim- 
ing to enter the same at the rate of 36 per cent, ad valorem, under 
Schedule M, section 2604 Revised Statutes, (Heyl, paragraph No. 1238.) 

It appears upon investigation and an examination of samples that 
the articles in question are knit goods of wool, made by hand into 
gloves, the material having been knit, not woven, like ordinary cloth, 
and the Department having decided, under date of January 28, 1871, 
in a letter addressed to the collector at Boston, (not published,) that 
gloves of this description should be classified for duty as ^'knit goods'^ 
according to their value per pound, under the provision therefor in 
Schedule L, section 2504 Revised Statutes, (Heyl, paragraph No. 1163,) 
you are directed to reliquidate the entry accordingly. 

The practice at the ports of New York and Boston conforms to this 
decision. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 

COLLEjOTOR OF CUSTOMS, ChicogOj III. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



353 

(2474.) 
Carpet Wools — Duty on. 

Tbbasuby Dbpartmbnt, October 21, 1875. 

Sib : I transmit herewith a communication, addressed by Special 
Agent Bingham, of your port, under date of the 7th instant, to the 
Solicitor of the Treasury, and by the latter officer referred to the De- 
partment, in which the question is raised as to what duty shall be 
assessed on carpet wools the cost of which, exclusive of charges at the 
port of shipment, is 12 cents or less per pound, but with the addition 
of such charges is over 12 cents per pound. 

Section 2907 of the Revised Statutes, taken from the act of July 28, 
1866, provides that certain charges shall be added to the foreign- 
market value of goods, in order to make dutiable value. 

Section 2908 of the Revised Statutes, taken from the same act, after 
providing that, in case such addition shall exceed ten per centum of 
the value declared in the entry, an additional duty shall be assessed, 
further provides as follows : ^' But nothing contained in this and the 
prei*.eding section shall apply to long-combing or carpet wools, costing 
12 cents or less per pound, unless the charges so added shall carry the 
cost above 12 cents per pound ; in which case, 1 cent per pound duty 
shall be added : Provided, That this and the preceding section shall 
not be construed as impairing the provisions relating to duties on the 
several classes of imported wools contained in section 2504, under 
Schedule L." 

The. schedule referred to, assessing duty qu the several classes of 
wool, provides in terms that the charges incurred at the foreign port 
of shipment shall not enter as an element into the dutiable value of 
such wools. This . provision is derived from the wool act of 1867 ; 
which act, at the time of its passage, was in terms a repeal of all prior 
provisions affixiixg duty upon wool, and consequently repealed the pro- 
visions of the act of July 28, 1866, (reproduced in section 2908 of the* 
Revised Statutes,) which authorized an addition of 1 cent per pound 
duty on combing and carpet wools where the charges carried the duti- 
able value above 12 cents per pound. 

These various provisions being, however, incorporated in the Revised 
Statutes, the question is now presented, whether the proviso in section 
2908 of the Revised Statutes shall be construed as preserving intact 
the provision of Schedule L for combing and carpet wools costing 
less than 12 cents per pound, thereby rendering nugatory the provision 
27 
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of section 2908 for additional duty of 1 cent per pound on wools of 
that cost and description. 

Upon a carefnl examination of the qnestiou, the Department is of 
opinion that such proviso must be construed as preserving the force of 
Schedule L of the Revised Statutes, subject, however, to the con- 
dition that if the charges added shall carry the value of such wools 
above 12 cents per pound, then 1 cent per pound additional duty shall 
be added. 
You will therefore govern your action accordingly. 
Bequesting return of enclosure, 

I am, very respectfully, 

OHAS. F. COKANT, 

Acting Secretary. 
OoLLBOTOB OP CUSTOMS^ Bostoriy Moss. 



(2475.) 
Naval Officers — Official Treatment of. 

Treasury Department, October 25, 1875. 

The Department is in receipt of information which leads it to believe 
that at some of the ports where there is a naval officer under the cus- 
toms system, that officer is frequently embarrassed by lack of timely 
information relative to matters requiring his official concurrence or 
action. 

Collectors of customs at ports where there are naval officers are 
therefore instructed, on receipt of any instructions from this Depart- 
ment, modifying the published regulations or decisions of the Depart- 
ment, and consequently in any manner affecting the naval officer in 
the discharge of his official duties, to communicate the same to him, 
by furnishing him as soon as practicable with a copy of the letter con- 
taining such instructions, and of any documents connected therewith, 
which may be necei^ary for the use of such officer in the discharge of 
his official duties. 

The same rule will be observed with reference to instructions .affect- 
ing surveyors. 

I am, very respectfully, 

OHAS. F. GONAUrr, 

Acting Secretary. 

GOLLBOTORS OF CUSTOMS. 
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(2476.) ■ 
Wooli — OlasHficatian far 'Duty. 

Tbeasxtby DBPiJtTMBirT, October 26, 1875. 

Sir : I enclose herewith a report from Special Agent J. W. Davis, 
addressed to the Solicitor of the Treasury, under date of the 12th in- 
stant, and referred by the latter officer to this Department, in relation 
to the matter of wool importations at yonr port. 

The first point made by Mr. Davis is, that a great many invoices of 
wool are passed at yonr port, where the currencies in which snch in- 
voices are m^de out are not taken at the respective values assigned to 
them, under the law, by the Secretary of Treasury. So far as this 
point relates to the peso f uerte and doubloon of the Argentine Bepub- 
lie, it is for the present disposed of by Department's instructions^ 
of the 15th instant. Whether the statement of Special Agent Davis 
was intended to have any broader application the Department is not 
informed, and may therefore flud it necessary to make this matter the 
subject of further correspondence with that officer. 

The second point raised in said report was disposed of in Depart- 
ment's instructions to you under date of the 21st instant. 

The third point is, in substance, that some invoices show a greater 
number of pounds of wool than is returned by the weighers ; the effect 
of which is, that if the invoice quantity is taken as correct and is di- 
vided into the total value, the price per pound will be reduced to 
twelve cents or less, with duty at three cents per pound ; whereas, 
upon the basis of the weigher's return, the price of the wool would be 
over twelve cents per pound, with duty at six cents per pound. 

It is understood that the importers claim that the excess of weight, 
as shown by the invoice, can be accounted for on the theory that there 
is a loss in the weight of the wool on the voyage of importation. 

Without considering at the present time what force should be given 
to this view, if the fact of such loss in weight were established, the 
Department is not disposed to accept it in the absence of any satisfoc- 
tory evidence to support it. On the contrary, it has been i:easonably 
supposed that if there be any change in the weight of wool on the 
voyage of importation, it is by way of increase otf account of the ab- 
sorption of moisture rather than decrease from other causes. 

Under these circumstances, the Department must assume' that the 
weigher's return is correct, and therefore instructs jou to assess duties 
on the basis of such return. 
• • • • • • •• • • 

I am. Very respectfully, . 

By order: 0. F. BURKAM, 



GOLLBOTOA OF CUSTOMS, BostOfly MoSS. 



Assistant Secretary. 
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(2477.) 
Colored Ootton Handkerchiefs in th^ Piece-^Duty on. 

Taeasuby Depabtmbnt, October 29, 1875. 

Sm: I am in receipt of yonr report of the 12th iustant, further in 
regard to the appeals described in the following schednle, from your 
action in assessing duty upon certain colored cotton handkerchiefs in 
the piece as countable cottons subject to square-yard duty, the appel- 
lants claiming that the article in question, although not separated into 
handkerchiefs, shonld be classified for duty as such under the pro\'ision 
of Schedule A of the Codified Tariff for manufactures of cotton not 

otherwise! provided for, at the rate of 35 per centum ad valorem. 

* •• • • • • « 

With reference thereto I would state that your action in assessing 
duty as aforesaid, being in accordance with the rulings of the Depart- 
ment in similar cases, is deemed correct, this position being strength- 
ened as regards the present case by the fact that the particular goods 
in question may be used for other purposes than as handkerchiefs. 
Your decision on the above appeals is therefore affirmed. 
I am,^ very respectfully, 

CHA8. F. CONANT, 

Acting Secretary, 

SUBVBYOB OF CUSTOMS, St Louis, Mo, 



(2478.) 
Canal-boats not required to be Documented. 

Tbbasubt Depabtmbnt, October 27, 1875. 

In order to remo\'e all doubt as to the proper construction of section 
4371 of the Revised Statutes and of the act of April 18, 1874, amend- 
ing the coasting act of February 18, 1793, the opinion of the Attx)rney 
General as to the liability of canal-boats thereunder has been given; 
and, with a view to make the practice uniform at all the ports of the 
United States at which such boats arrive, the opinion in question 
is hereby published for the information and guidance of officers of 
customs. 

B. H. BEISTOW, 

Secretary. 

OOLLEOTOBS OF CUSTOMS AND OTHEBS. 
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Department of Justice, 
Washingtany October 19, 1875. 

Sib : I have coDsidered the following qaestioD, submitted to me by 
Hon. 0. F. Bnrnam, Acting Secretary of the Treasury, ou the 23d of 
August last, in a letter of that date, namely, ^^ Whether, under section 
4371 Ke vised Statutes, and the act of April 18, 1874, amending the 
coasting act of February 18, 1793, vessels usually called canal-boats, 
of more than five tons burden, are required, like other vessels, to be 
documented as vessels of the United States if found trading from place 
to place in a district, or between different districts, ou navigable waters 
of the United States : provided, first, that such canal-boats do not enter 
a canal, or, second, that they trade in such a manner that the voyage 
is partly on a canal and partly on navigable waters of the United 



The meaning and effect of the act of April 18, 1874, cited above, in 
regard to the licensing of canal-boats, are more easily apprehended, 
and at the same time more correctly understood, by keeping in view 
the circumstances or conditions under which such boats were previously 
required by law to be licensed. 

It has been held by the Supreme Court of the United States that the 
acts of Congress tor the enrolment and license of vessels <^only require 
such enrolment and license for vessels employed u|)on the navigable 
waters of the United States.^ (See the case of The Montello, 11 Wall., 
411.) And in the case just referred to the court observed that if a 
river '^ is not of itself a highway for commerce with other States or 
foreign countries, or does not form such highway by its connection 
with other waters, and is only navigable between different places 
within the State, then it is not a navigable water of the United St.ativ>, 
but only a navigable water of a State," and those acts have no 
application. 

The same court has also held that, though the limitation of the 
power of Congress over commerce to commerce among the several 
States, with foreign nations, and with the Indian tribes, necessarily 
excludes from federal control all that commerce whicli is carried on 
entirely within the limits of a State, aftd which does not extend to or 
affect other States, yet that where a vessel plying exclusively between 
places in the same State, and only on the internal waters thereof, (the 
same being also navigable waters of the United States,) is employed in 
transporting merchandise of which a portion is destined to places in 
other States, or came from places without the State, such vessel is 
engaged in commerce between the States, and is subject to the enrol- 
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ment and iiceuse laws of Congress, though she may not be mnniug in 
connection with, or in continuation of, any line of vessels or railway 
leading to other States. (See the case of The Daniel Ball, 10 Wall., 
567.) 

From these authoritative decisions touching the application of the 
enrolment and license laws of Congress to vessels engaged in com- 
merce, it is very clear that, before the act of April 18, 1874, canal- 
boats came under the operation of those laws (there being no exemption 
in their favor, of which I am aware, prior to that act) when such boats 
were employed (1) on navigable waters of the United States — (2) as 
instruments of inter-State or foreign commerce, though plying between 
places and on waters wholly within the limits of a single State. On 
the other hand, such boats were not affected by those laws if em- 
ployed exclusively on the canals constructed by any State, since these 
cannot, as it would seem, be deemed navigable waters of the CTnited 
States, (see Veazie m. Moor, 14 How., 676 ;) nor if employed exclusively 
on the internal waters (t. «., on waters entirely within the territorial 
limits) of a State, unless these waters are also navigable waters of the 
United States; nor if employed exclusively within the territorial 
limits of a State, though on navigable waters of the United States, 
unless they were engaged in commerce between the States or with 
foreign nations. 

Becurring now to the act of April 18, 1874, 1 find that it provides as 
follows: ^^That the act to which this is a supplement shall not be so 
construed as to extend the provisions of the said act to canal-boats or 
boats employed on the internal waters or canals of any State; and all 
such boats, excepting only such as are provided with sails or propell- 
ing machinery of their own adapted to lake or coastwise navigation, 
and excepting such as are employed in trade with the Canadas, shall 
be exempt from the provisions of the said act, and from the payment 
of all customs and other fees under any act of Congress." 

It has already been shown that the statutory provisions referred to 
in this act, according to the construction theretofore placed upon them 
by the Supreme Court, did not apply to canal or other boats when 
employed exclusively on the»" internal waters'' of a State where the 
same are not also navigable waters of the United States; nor to such 
boats when employed exclusively on the "canals of any State," as 
these are not navigable waters of the United States. Hence boats 
thus employed could not have been within the contemplation of Con- 
gress in passing the act, for, with respect to them, the act has nothing 
to operate upon. The boats contemplated were obviously those which 
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are employed on navigable waters of the TTnited States as weU as on 
the canals or internal waters of a State. But since their employment 
in inter-State or foreign commerce on the navigable waters of the 
United States was that alone which rendered them sabject to the 
enrolment and license laws, this employment, it is conceived, was 
alone meant by Congress to be essentiaX to bring them within the act; 
as it must have been a matter of indifierence to that body whether a 
canal or other boat, engaged in sach navigation, was or was not also 
employed on a canal of any State, or on waters thereof, which are not 
navigable waters of the United States. I incline, therefore, to the view 
that a boat answering to the description of a canal-boat, not falling 
nnder either of the exceptions contained in the second clause of the 
act, and which is employed on navigable waters of the United StateSj 
comes within the act, as well where, in the trade in which it is engaged, 
it may never enter a canal of any State, as where its voyages are 
partly on such navigable waters and partly on a State canal. 

Furthermore, it seems to me that there is no restriction as to the 
locality of these waters— that is to say, whether they lie within the 
ititerior of a State, or exterior thereto. This is apparent from the 
exceptions introduced in the second clause of the act, which except 
from its benefits such boats as are provided with ^< sails or propelling 
machinery of their own adapted to lake or coastwise navigation/' and 
such boats as are ^* employed in trade with the CanadasJ' The reference 
to lake and coastwise navigation in the one case, and the particular 
trade mentioned in the other, show, I think, that the rule as to exemp- 
tion from enrolment and license, provided by the act, was not intended 
to be limited in its operation to waters within the interior of each 
State, but w,as designed to extend generally to any waters coming 
under the denomination of navigable waters of the United States, 
irrespective of their geographical location. 

Accordingly, to the question submitted to me, which is stated in the 
beginning of this communication, I give a negative answer. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 

EDWARDS PIERRBPONT, 

Attorney GeneraL 

Hon. B. H. Bristow, 

Secretary of the Treasury. 
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(2479.) 
Goods tvithdraton/rom Warehouse for Repair of Vessels. 

Tbeasuet Department, October 30, 1875. 

Sib : I am in receipt of yoar letter of the 25th instant, requesting 
Department's deeision in the case of a withdrawal entry made on the 
25th of June last, of ten coils of wire rope to he used, as alleged under 
oath, for the repair of the bark ^' Elsinore," which was passed at your 
port free of duty, under the provisions of section 2574, Etevised Statutes. 

You state that '' th^ vessel in question, when built in 1869, was skip- 
rigged, and at the time said entry was passed was in process of altera- 
tion to a bark, and it is claimed that the wire rope was withdrawn for 
repair, and not for construction or equipment." 

The Department is unable to decide, from the evidence before it, the 
question of &ct, as to whether the wire rope in question was used for 
the purpose, of repairs or for construction or equipment A change of 
the character of the vessel from ship-rigged to that of a bark might 
require new material for equipment not formerly used in its character 
of a ship, which could not be admitted free of duty, but if the coil rope 
withdrawn was actually used to make repairs, and to supply the place 
of old rope, it would fedl within the definition pf repairs, and be entitled 
to free entry. 

K, therefore, the ten coils of wire rope in question were used to 
supply the place of old worn-out rope in the equipment of the vessel 
in its new character in the way of repairs, itT would be entitled to fr«e 
entry ; otherwise, it would be subject to duty. 

You will therefore please ascertain this fact, and be governed in 
your action in the premises accordingly. 

I am, very respectfully, 

OHAS. F. OONANT, 

Acting Secretary. 

OoLLBOTOB OP CUSTOMS, Ncw TorJc. 
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TO COLLECTORS OF CCTSTOMS. 



Tbbasxjby Dbpartment, 

W€uhingfon, J>. C, Deeemher 1, 1876. 
The following Decisions of the Department for the month of No- 
vember, 1875, upon the constraction to be given to Acts of Congress 
relating to the Tariff, Navigation, and other subjects, are published 
herewith for the information and gaidance of Officers of the Oastoms. 

CHAS. F. OONANT, 

Acting Secretary. 



(2480.) 

[Omitted from the October Synopsis.] 

OoLf'Hair Ooods-^OlasHficatian of. 

Tbbasuby Depabtmbnt, October 19, 1875. 

Sib: Eeferring to previous correspondence concerning the proper 
classification of so-called calf hair goods, I have to state the conclu- 
sions reached by the Department after a thorough examinatign of the 
subject. 

The same question was before the Department in June, 1870, with 
reference to several varieties of goods composed of mixed materials, 
but alleged to contain no wool. The conclusion then reached is suffi- 
ciently set forth in the certificate which the Department adopted at 
that time, and published in the Synopsis for 1870, in the following 
form, the instructions governing the use thereof being also given : 

OEBTIFIOATE. 

<*It is hereby certified, that all of the goods described in the accom- 
panying invoices, of the value of £ , delivered to — ^, 

for shipment to the port of , in the United States, per ship 

, were manufactured by the undersigned in his works at ^ — ; 

that they are all made wholly of cow hair, calf hair, cotton, and vege- 
table fibres, and contain uq wool or worsted, or wool or worsted wai|te, 
either new or old, or shoddy. 

28 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



362 

"This certificate, duly sworn to before an officer competent to ad- 
minister oaths, whose capacity to act is attested by a United States 
consul, should be attached to the invoice to which it refers by seal 
and ribbon, may be accepted as proof of the character of the goods, and 
upon jiroduction of such certificate they may be classified as mauufac- 
tures of hair and cotton, dutiable at 35 )>er cent, ad valorem, unless by 
an examination of the goods such certificate is shown to be false." 

Under this certificate, it appears, all the varieties of so-called calf- 
hair goods have, from June, 1870, down to February, 1875, in the ma- 
jority of cases, been admitted as manufactures of hair, &c., at the rate 
of 35 per cent, ad valorem, thus relieving them from the specific duty 
of 50 cents per pound, in addition to the ad-valorem rate, to which, as 
manufactures in part of wool, they had theretofore be^n subject 

In February last, on a trial of the case of Hermann et al. vs, Arthur, 
at New York, brought to recover an alleged excess of duties on certain 
goods alleged. to be manufactures of cow or calf hair without any ad- 
mixture of wool, the question of fact necessarily came up, and the evi- 
dence adduced on the part of the Government tended very strongly to 
show that the class of merchandise generally known as calf-hair goods 
could not be manufactured without some admixture of wool or woollen 
material. The attention of the Department was immediately drawn 
by the United States attorney to the facts thus apparently developed, 
which, if confirmed, would show that the Government had for a series 
of years been deprived of a large proportion of its lawful dues, the dif- 
ference on the importations represented in said suit alone amounting 
to upwards of $11,000. 

Under these circumstances, the Department at once instructed yon, 
by letter of February^ 12, to suspend action upon all pending importa- 
tions of the class referred to, and to permit no adjustments at the pre- 
vious rate of duty, until further advised. 

Investigations wei'e then set on foot to determine, by proper tests, 
and with certainty, the character of the goods in question. The re- 
sults thus obtained not being deemed conclusive, the Secretary of the 
Treasury, in June last^ submitted the question, with samples,'to the 
National Academy of Scielices, under the provisions of the third sec- 
tion of the act of March 3, 1863, incorporating that institution, which 
makes it the duty of the Academy, "whenever called upon by any de- 
partment of the Government, to investigate, examine, experiment, and 
report upon any subject of science or art,?' but without any compensa- 
tion other than t\^e x>ayment of actual expenses. 

The report of Professor Joseph Heury, President of the Academy, 
has recently been received, transmitting the reports and sub-reports of 
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the Commission, consisting of members of the Academy appointed to 
conduct the investigation, together with the samples, preparations^ 
and illustrations used and made in the course thereof. 

Frofn these reports it appears that ninety-three different samples of 
calf-hair goods were examined, specimens from each being separately 
mounted and tested by Dr. E. M. Schaeffer, in Washington, and Dr. 
J. G. Hunt, in Philadelphia, (experts of high repute, expressly em- 
ployed for the purpose by the Commission,) and that the results thus 
separately obtained, being first compared and found to substantially 
.agree, were again verified by an independent examination by the Com- 
mission. It is proper to remark, in this connection, that the experts 
alluded to made and submitted to the Commission microscopical pre- 
parations not only of all the different samples furnished by this De-y 
partment, but also, for the purposes of comparison, of different vane^ 
ties of commercial wool and of hair from a number of animals. 

The results thus obtained are certified in a report signed by the two 
acting members of the Commission, viz., Dr. J. J. Woodward, of the 
Medical Department of the United States Army, and Dr. Johii L. Le- 
conte, of Philadelphia, of whom President Henry speaks in his report 
as follows: ^'These gentlemen were elected members of the National 
Academy on account of their contributions to original science, and 
have established a world-wide reputation. Without dispai-agement to 
others, I may truly say that no authority in this country is more 
worthy of reliance in the line of microscopi9 investigation than theae 
gentlemeti.'' 

The results thus obtained and certified maybe summarized as fol- 
lows: 

Of the ninety-three samples examined,, eight contain five per cent, or 
less of wool; twenty contain from five to ten per cent. ; seven contain 
jfrom twenty to forty per cent. ; eleven contain fifty per cent, or over; 
while in the remaining forty-seven samples the actual presence of 
wool, as a component material, is ascertained, the percentage not 
being determined. 

Under these circumstances the Department has arrived at the^ol- 
lowing general conclusions, which, upon mature consideration, I deem 
fully warranted by the premises, and you will be governed accords 
ingly: 

First That the manu&ctnrer's certificate, authorized in J.une, 1870, 
as sufficient evidence that t;he goods therein referred to are ^'manufac^r 
tares of calf or cow hair, cotton and vegetable fibre, without any ad- 
mixture of wool 6r worsted, OP. wool or worsted waste, either newer 
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old, or shoddy," can no longer be accepted as conclusive, and will be 
disregarded, not only as to fature importations of similar goods, but 
as to all importations, action on which was suspended by Department's 
instructions of February 12, 1875. 

Second. In determining the classification of the several varieties of 
merchandise hereafter imported under the commercial designation of 
calf or cow-hair goods, customs experts will be governed by the same 
general rules or principles under which such classification was fixed 
prior to the promulgation in June, 1870, of the certificate and instruc- 
tions above cited. 

Third. The rule last above stated will also apply to all importations 
of a like character heretofore made and remaining, in the custody of 
the collector. 

Fourth. With reference to importations of like character remaining 
in warehouse or withdrawn upon entries not finally liquidated, such 
liquidation will, so far as practicable, be based upon an assessment of 
duties at the rates properly appertaining to manufactures in part of 
wool, not otherwise provided for. 

Fifth. With reference to liquidated withdrawal entries covering 
goods of the class in question, the Department reserves the right of 
reliquidatiou, and, where a balance appears due from the importer, of 
proceeding for a recovery of the same. 

The appeals now pending in the Department on assessments of duty 
at wool rates on so-called calf-hair goods will be disposed of by specific 
instructions, and you will at any time apply to the Department for 
further instructions in the premises on any points which, on a further 
consideration of the subject, either in the light of this letter or other- 
wise, you may deem proper to call to the attention of the Department. 

In view of the delay which has attended the action of the Depart- 
ment, as well as (Sf the importance of the results which were to l^ 
determined in connection with importations of the character referred 
to, I deem it proper to say that such action>^has from the beginning 
been dictated solely by the desire of this Department to ascertain 
beyond cavil the facts necessary to a final conclusion. One of the 
results of this course, it was hoped, would be to satisfy importers 
that the careful, deliberate, and thorough processes, and the unbiased 
sources from and through which a conclusion might thus be reached, 
would justify them in accepting it as final, thereby avoiding the ex- 
pense and delay of litigation. 

I deem, it p:;oper to remark further, in justice both to importers of 
the class of goods referred to, as a body, and to the experts in the 
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customs service wbo have heretofore been charged with the duty of 
examining such goods, that the investigation made under the auspices 
of the Academy of Sciences has shown the extreme difficulty, and, in 
some instances, the impracticability of determining, by any of the 
ordinary modes of inspection or examination, the fact whether wool 
in any form was actually present or absent in the fabrics thus imported 
and examined. 

The Department is hence prepared to believe that in many instances 
im^porters have been deceived with reference to the actual character 
of such goods, and that, depending upon the certificates furnished by 
the manufacturers, they have, in good faith, impqrted and entered them 
as goods wholly free from any admixture of wool. 

This, however, cannot relieve such importers from the legal conse- 
quences of their importations, nor the Department from its plain duty 
of administering the law applicable thereto. 

You are further informed that, in pursuance of the general line of 
policy indicated in the present communication, importers of so-called 
calf hair goods, which they believe to be wholly free from any admix- 
ture of wool, but which, under the instructions herein given, are dif- 
ferently classified, may elect either to pay, under protest, the duties 
consequently imposed thereon, or, in advance of any payment of 
duties, to have a scientific analysis of samples made by experts 
designated by the National Academy of Sciences, or selected by the 
importers, with the concurrence of this Department; but this privi- 
lege will not, of course, apply to importations covered by the samples 
already examined, as hereinbefore set forth. 
I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BBISTOW, 



COLLEOTOB OF CUSTOMS, -^eti^ York. 



Secretary. 



(2481.) 
Powers of Attorney. 



Tbeasuky Department, November 1, 1875. 

Sib: I am in receipt of your letter of the 26th ultimo, requesting 
that you may be allowed to make entry at the custom-house at New 
York of goods consigned to Wm. Schroeder & Co., by virtue of a power 
of attorney, which you state is lodged at your bank. 
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In reply, 1 have to state that the.regalations of this Department re- 
qaire that all powers of attorney for the transaction of cnstom-hotise 
business shall be placed on file at the custom-house. 
I am, very respectfully, 

0. F. BUENAM, 



Otto Andbbab, Esq., New York. 



Assistant Secretary, 



(2482.) 

The Frte Importation of Goods for the International Uxhibitiou of eigh- 
teen hundred and seventy-six, at Philadelphia. 

Tbeasuby Dbpabtmbnt, November 1, 1875. 

An act of Congress approved June 18, 1874, entitled ^' An act to 
admit frfde of duty articles intended for the International Exhibition of 
eighteen hundred and seventy-six," provides as follows : 

^^Beit enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives of the Uni- 
ted States of America in Congress assembled^ That all articles which shall 
be imported for the sole purpose of exhibition at the International Ex- 
hibition to be held in the city of Philadelphia in the year 1876, shall 
be admitted without the payment of duty or of customs fees, or charges^ 
under, such regulations as the Secretary of the Treasury shall pre- 
scribe: Provided, That all such articles shall be sold in the United 
States or withdrawn for consumption therein at anytime after such 
importation shall be subject to the duties, if any, imposed on like arti- 
cles by the revenue laws in force at the date of importation : And pro- 
vided further. That in case any articles imported under the provisions 
of this act shall be withdrawn ibr consumption, or shall be sold with- 
out payment of duty as required by law, all the penalties prescribed by 
the revenue laws shall be applied and enforced against such articles 
and against the person who may be guilty of such withdrawal or sale.'^ 

In pursuance of the provisions of this act the following regulationa 
are prescribed : 

1. No^ duty, fees, or charges for customs service will be exacted on 
any such importations, except in case of entry, as provided by article 
14 of these rjegulations. 

2. The ports of Portland, Me., Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Bal- 
timore, New Orleans, and San Francisco, on the seaboard, and St. Al- 
bans, Bouse's Point, Suspension Bridge, Buffalo, Detroit, Port Horon^ 
and Chicago, as ports on the Northern frontier, will constitute the only 
port^ of entry at which such impk)rtations may be made. 

3. Goods destined for such exhibition imported through the above* 
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named froDtier ports may be forwarded in the same manner as now 
allowed by law and regulations for other importations. 

4. Invoices showing the marks, numbers, character, quantity, and 
foreign market value of articles intended for such exhibition shall be 
authenticated by the hand and official seal of the Commissioner for the 
International Exhibition appointed by the Government of the country 
from which such articles are imported, and shall be made in triplicate 
and forwarded — one copy to the collector of customs for the port at 
which it is intended such articles shall enter the United States, one 
copy to the collector of customs for the port of Philadelphia, and one 
copy to the consignee or agent of the shipper. .,In case it shall be im- 
practicable to obtain the authentication of a commissioner under official 
seal, verification by a consular officer of the United States may be ac- 
cepted instead. 

5. All pacl^ages containing such articles must be conspicuously ad- 
dressed to the '^ Director General of the International Exhibition of 
1876, at Philadelphia.'^ 

6. Upon the arrival at any of the above named ports, except New 
Orleans and San Francisco, of packages so marked and containing arti- 
cles intended for such exhibition, duplicate entry thereof, in form to be 
prescribed, may be pade by the consignee or agent thereof^ tor imme- 
diate transportation to Philadelphia, by a duly authorized bonded 
route, but transportation bond will not be required. 

7. The entry having been compared with the invoice received from 
the commissioner, found correct, and numbered and registered in a 
book provided for that purpose, the collector will issue a special permit 
for the transfer of such packages from the importing vessel to the cars 
for transportation, care being taken to fully identify the packages by 
the marks and numbers as described in the bill of lading, entry, and 
invoice, and will transmit the entry to the surveyor with proper direc- 
tions for shipment. 

8. Such transfer must be made by bonded cart or truck, and the 
packages must be accompanied by a customs officer detailed for that 
purpose, from the time they are removed from the importing vessel 
until they are placed upon th6 cars for transportation, and such officer 
will be required to superintend the lading and secure the cars by cus- 
toms lock and sea>L 

9. Triplicate manifests for each car so laden, showing the marks, 
numbers, &c., of such packages as described in the entry, will be pre- 
pared and signed by the proper agent of the railroad company, by 
whom such articles are to be transported. Bach of said manifests 
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will be certified as correct by the shipping inspector, who will deliver 
one manifest to the condactor or agent of the railroad company, and 
return the other two with the entry, also certified by him, to the col- 
lector. 

10. The eutry having been duly registered and certified, as herein- 
before reqaired, the collector will transmit the same by mail, with the 
invoice, bill of lading, and manifest, to the collector of customs at 
Philadelphia, the duplicate manifest to be retained on the files of the 
custom-house at the port of entry. 

At ports where there is a naval office the entries for transportation 
will be made in triplicate— one copy for the files of that office, one for 
the collector's office, and one for transmittal, as above required, to 
Philadelphia. 

11.' Upon the arrival of the cars containing such articles at the ex- 
hibition buildings at Philadelphia, the conductor or agent of the rail- 
road company will report such arrival by the presentation of the mani- 
fest to the customs officer designated to receive such manifests, who 
shall compare the same with the copy received by mail, and superin- 
tend the opening of the cars, taking care to identify the packages by 
marks and numbers as described in the manifests. In case of the non- 
receipt of the manitiBsts, the unlading of the cars shall not, for that 
reason, be delayed, but the invoice will be used to identify the packages. 

12. Immediate notice of such arrival of the goods shall be given by 
the collector of customs at Philadelphia to the collector of the port from 
which such articles were shipped, and such notice will be numbered to 
correspond with the entry and the date. of its receipt recorded in the 
register of entries prescribed, to be kept at ports where entries for trans- 
portation are made. The packages will be retained in the custody of 
the customs officers at the exhibition building, unopened, until special 
entry for warehouse, in form to be prescribed, is made by the owner, 
consignee, or agent authorized to make entry, but no warehousing bond 
will be required. 

13. Upon the completion of the special warehouse entry the pack- 
ages will be opened and due examination and appraisement of the con- 
tents, with proper allowance for damage sustained on the voyage of 
importation, if any, will be made by the appraiser at the exhibition 
buildings, which shall, for that purpose, be regarded as a public store. 
The appraiser will be furnished with the invoice of the articles to be 
appraised, and will endorse his report of appraisement and his allow- 
ance for damage, if any, upon such invoice in like manner as if such 
articles were regularly entered for consumption or warehouse. No al- 
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lowance for damage, however, exceeding 50 per oeDt. will be made 
without the approval of the Department The entry will then be 
liqaidated, the full amoant of daties ascertained, and the whole trans- 
action entered upon a record to be provided for that purpose. 

14. The articles may then be placed in the position provided for 
their exhibition, but will remain under the custody a^d control of the 
customs officers, and will not be removed from the place assigned 
without a permit from the collector of customs or the officer who may 
be designated to grant such permit In no case will such articles be 
removed from the exhibition building, or released from the custody of 
the cnstoms officers, unless the same shall have been regularly entered at 
the custom-house in Philadelphia for consumption, warehouse, or export 

15. In case of exportation of such articles, existing regulations re- . 
quiring exports to be made in original packages will be waived. 

16. Entr^^ of articles designed for such Exhibition arriving at the 
ports of San Francisco or New Orleans must be made in the manner 
now prescribed by law and regulations on the importat;ion of dutiable 
merchandise, either for warehouse and immediate transportation in 
bond, or for immediate transportation without appraisement. Upon 
the arrival of such articles at Philadelphia they will be received into 
the custody of the customs officers, (whose certificate to that effect, in 
the form to be prescribed, shall be sufficient to cancel the transporta- 
tion bond,) and thereupon special entry for warehouse without bond 
may be made as provided by these regulations. 

17. When Such articles arrive at Philadelphia by vessel direct from 
a foreign country, the entry fdr transportation will not be required, 
but a special entry for warehouse, in the manner hereinbefore pro- 
vided, may be made, whereupon a special permit will be issued for the 
transfer of the articles from the importing vessel to the cars for trans- 
portation from the vessel direct to the Exhibition buildings ; and the 
same proceedings as to identification of the articles, their transfer 
from the vessel to the cars, the preparation of manitiests, and the care- 
ful and continuous supervision by a customs officer over the whole 
transaction, will be required as at other ports. 

18. Upon the arrival of such cars at the Exhibition building, after 
special warehouse entry of the packages is made, they will be opened 
and the contents of the packages examined and appraised as herein- 
before provided. 

19. The special form's of entries, permits, manifests, and records to 
be used under these regulations will be prepared and furnished by the 
Treasury Department 
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20. Collectors of customs will report to the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury any case relating to an importation for such Exhibition in which 
they may regard these regulations as insufftcient to secure the interests 
of the revenue, and special instructions will be given for their guidance 
in such case*. 

21. The regulations heretofore issued under date of October 3, 1874, 
and May 18, 1875, are hereby superseded and annulled: Provided, 
however, that no rights or interests heretofore acquired thereunder 
shall be affected to the injury of the parties concerned. 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secret i^ry. 

COLLEOTOKS OP CUSTOMS AND OTHEKS. 

(2483.) 
Cancellation of Bonds. 
Tbeasuey Department, 2fovember 1, 1875. 

By instructions dated February 20, 1876, (Synopsis 2118,) article 718 
of the Regulations was amended with reference to the certificate 
(corresponding to Form 183) required to be issued at ports on the sea- 
board for cancellation of bonds given at frontier ports on the entry of 
merchandise intended for transportation to, and export from, such sea- 
board ports. 

Said amendment having been erroneously construed at some of the 
ports concerned as requiring such certificate to be accompanied by a 
"return of lading officer," (Form 169,) or by a separate certificate from 
the collector, equivalent'thereto, and the cancellation of sundry bonds 
given, at frontier ports on transportation and export entries^having 
been, in consequence, unnecessarily delayed, collectors are hereby in- 
structed that the meaning and intent of said article 718, as amended, 
requires that the fact of lading on l)oard the exporting vessel shall De 
duly made to appear; and it is only ne(5essary, therefore, in varying 
Form 183, for the purpose of making it conform to the facts, as 
required by said article, to substitute for the words * delivered for 
exportation as aforesaid," as contained in said form, the words laden 

on hoard the , bound for , the blanks being filled with 

the name of the exporting vessc^l and her port of destination. 

Certificates in accordance with. the present instructions will be 

issued and received without delay in all Cases where it may be proper 

to issue or receive the same. 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 
Collectors op Customs, and. others. 
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(2484.) 
Customs Seals, 

Treasury Department, November 1, 1875. 
Eeferring to Department circulars of May 27, and JuJy 22, 1876, 
relative to << safety lead seals," customs officers are hereby re- 
quested to transmit to the Department monthly reports stating the 
number of seals of each class received, the number used, and the 
number remaining ou hand at date of report 

B. H. BEI8TOW, 

Secretary, 
Collectors op Customs and others. 



(2486.) 
Terra Alba. 



Treasury Department, November 2, 1876. 

Sir : I am in receipt of your report of the 4th of September last, on 
appeal (No. 5619 d) of Messrs M. A. Bing & Sons, of Boston, Mass., 
from your decision assessing duty at the rate of 20 per cent ad va- 
lorem, under section 2616 of the Eevised Statutes, on an importation 
of *^terra alba," per the " San Marcos," from Liverpool, July 19, 1876. 

Section 2605, Eevised Statutes, provides that " terra alba alumi- 
nous" shall be admitted free of duty. The article embraced by the 
importation referred to is admitted to be "terra alba," not "alumi- 
nous;" and the question is raised as to whether the article so imported, 
and the article described in the language of the statute as "terra alba 
aluminous," are not, commercially, one and the same thing. 

It appears from reports received from customs officers at the port of 
New York, that, commercially speaking, there is no such article as 
" aluminous terra alba," and that analyses made there by experts fail 
to show the presence of "alumina" in the article known as "terra 
alba." It also appears that similar examinations have been made at 
Boston with the same result. 

The inference sought to be drawn from these facts by importers of 
terra alba, is, that Congress intended, by the term "terra alba alumi- 
nous," only the article commercially known and imported as terra alba^ 
and that the insertion of the qualifying adjective, aluminous j is to be 
regarded as a mistake, clerical or otherwise, and should be deemed 
sui)erflnous. This reasoning, which appears to have been accepted as 
conclusive at the port of New York, might, in view of the facts stated, 
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be also acoeptedt by the Department, were it not for the additional fact 
that, in th^ free list, as contained in the tariff act of June 30, 1864, the 
term "terra alba" was used withont the adjective, while in the act 
of Jane 6, 1872, the adjective was inserted, and thence transferred to 
the revised tariff of 1874. 

The Department is now virtually requested by the appellants to 
treat the le^slative action last referred to as a mistake, a request 
which must be denied for the following reasons: 

1. The mistake, if it be such, is not a palpable one, like the addition 
of the words /'ten per centum ad valorem" in the provision for '^ skins, 
dried, salted, or pickled," as contained in the free list in the revised 
tariff, being the only instance in which a rate of duty was annexed in 
that list, and such skins having been free under the pre-existing acts, 
viz., that of June 6, 1872, and that of July 14, 1862. 

2. It does not appear, nor is it claimed or shown, either positively 
or infereutially, that terra alba may not contain alum in some de^ee, 
and hence be aluminous. It is shown only that the article commer- 
cially known as terra alba does not contain alum, and therefore is not 
aluminous. 

3. It may reasonably be supposed, in view of the reasons above 
given, that Congress intended^ by adding the word '^aluminous" to 
the term " terra alba," to discriminate against the latter by restricting 
the free entry thereof to such article onty, if any ^ as would be embraced 
by the amended description. The alleged fact that there is no such 
thing, commercially^ speaking, as ''terra alba aluminous," instead of 
contravening this position, does, in fact, support it, as it would be 
simply taking an indirect instead of a direct method to stop the free 
importation of terra, alba. 

4. Except in the case of a palpable mistake, such as the one specifi- 
cally above mentioned, the proper remedy is further appropriate legis- 
lation, as any attempt by the Department to correct alleged errors of 
the character now uiider discussion would be equivalent to an assump- 
tion of legislative powers. 

For these reasons the Department declines to entertain the question 
whether there was or was not an error in the act of 1872, repeated in 
that of 1874, and must construe the provision referred to in its literal 
sense, as admitting to free entry, only such "terra alba" as may, on 
examination, be found to be '' aluminous." 
Your decision in the premises is therefore affirmed. 
I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 
OOLLBCTOB OF CUSTOMS, Boston, Mass. Secretary. 
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(2486.) 
Tobacco Clippings and Cuttings — Classification of. 

Tbbasuby Depabtmbnt, November 2, 1876. 

Sir : On the 21st of May, 1870, tbe Department decided by letter of 
that date, addressed to the collector of customs at Philadelphia, that 
scrap tobacco, otherwise known as tobacco clippings and cuttings, was 
dutiable under the provision of section 0, act March 2, 1861, for " un- 
manufactured tobacco," at the rate of thirty per cent ad valorem. 

This decision remained undisturbed and unquestioned until recently, 
when it was charged that such ruling was inconsistent with that of the 
GommissioTier of Internal Revenue, that officer holding that all such 
tobacco is to be considered as manufactured tobacco, within the mean- 
ing of the internal-revenue law. 

As the law applied the same internal-revenue tax to imported as to 
domestic manufactured tobacco, the effect of the two decisions, taken 
together, was, that the article in question was assessed for duty under 
the tariff act of 1861 as unmanufactured tobacco, while it was taxed 
under the internal- revenue law of 1868 as manufactured tobacco. 

It may be proper to add in this connection that the reason why this 
subject was not agitated at an earlier day is, probably, because impor- 
tations of this description of tobacco have not, until a comparatively 
recent date, been made to any considerable extent. 

It remains to be considered whether these decisions shall both stand, 
or whether a uniformity of ruling should, be established, recognizing 
such tobacco, either as manufactured or unmanufactured, for all reve- 
nue purposes. 

The ruling of the Commissioner of Internal Eevenuewas based upon 
the fact that the internal-revenue law (act July 20, 1868, section 62) 
defines scraps, clippings, cuttings, and sweepings of tobacco to be 
manufactthred tobacco. • Such definition necessarily makes the tobacco 
in question subject to tax as manufactured tobacco, irrespective of the 

question whether it is commercially known as such or not. 
The tariff act of 1861, under which it was decided that tobacco scraps 

were dutiable as unmanufactured tobacco, did not define what should 

be considered manufactured and what unmanufactured tobacco. This 

question was one of construction, to be determined by the commercial 

meaning of such terms, or from other sources of information outside of 

the act itself. 

All the above provisions of law are found in the Revised Statutes, 

and the question now to be determined is, whether the Department's 

said decision of May 21, 1870, shall or shall not prevail. 
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Upoti a farther review of the subject, I have to state that, while the 
Department sees no reason to change the view heretofore entertained, 
that tobacco scraps, clippings, or cuttings are not commercially known 
an^ recognized as manufactared tobacco, it nevertheless feds con- 
strained, in determining what shall be its classification for the assess- 
ment of customs duties, to adopt the definition of the statute, classil^- 
ing such tobacco as a manufactared Article for the purposes of the 
internal-revenue law, the several provisions of law relating to the 
collection of internal revenue and of impost duties being necessarily 
construed as in pari materia. 

In view of the premises, therefore, the Department holds that im- 
ported tobacco scraps, including cuttings and clippings, are subject to 
duty under the provision of Schedule J, Title 33, of the Eevlsed Stat- 
utes, for manufactured tobacco, at the rate of 50 cents per pound, and 
you will govern your action accordingly. 
I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BEISTOW, 

Secretary. 

Collector of Customs, New York. 



(2487.) 
Borsee Exported to Caruida^ Trained, and Returned. 

Tbeasuby Department, November 2, 1875. 

Sib: I am in receipt of your report of September 28, last, suggest- 
ing, for reasons therein stated, a reconsideration of the action of the' 
Department, as stated in its letter to you of September 16, upon the 
appeal of Mr. J. P. Wiser, a citizen and resident of Canada, from your 
assessment of duty on the horse "Orient,'' on the return of that animal 
to the United St^ates in August last, he having been exported to Can- 
ada in July, 1874. 

By your previous report the Department understood that your ac- 
tion in assessing duty was based mainly upon the fact that the horse 
had increased in value during his training in Canada, having been 
originally purchased in Connecticut for $1,700 in currency, having 
been valued on his return from Canada at t4,000 in gold, a valuation 
to which Mr. Wiser readily assented, and having been subsequently 
sold in Utica, N. Y., for $10,000 currency. 

You . now call the attention of the Department to the fact that on 
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the exportation of the horse he was regularly entered at the custom- 
house at l^resGOtt, an^ duties paid under the customs laws of the Do- 
minion of Canada, where he was not only trained but was trotted in 
public races, thus becoming, by virtue of such entry and subsequent 
nse, a part of the com pi on property of the country. 

The Department, on the 16th of April last, in reply to an application 
from Mr. Wiser, stated a general principle which, in its opinion, should 
govern the retun^ of animals the product of the United, states after 
previous exportation to Canada, viz., that the natural growth of such 
animals, and the training received by them while abroad, was not 
deemed by the Department as effecting such change in their condition 
as would exclude them from the benefits of the law allowing the free 
€ntry of products of the United States returned in the same condition 
as when exported. 

Mr. Wiser's application apparently related only to American horses 
owned by American citizens, which were to be received by him in 
Canada, there boarded and trained, and then returned without change 
of ownership. Upon this understanding the Department was disposed 
to adopt a liberal constixiction of the law with a view to encoumge 
the breed of American horses by affording them an opportunity for 
superior training, if the same could be had under the circumstances 
stated. But'it was not intended to cover the <;ase of an animal sold 
by a citizen of the United States to a foreigner and bj^ him taken to a 
foreign country, there entering, after payment of duties, into the com- 
mon stock of that country, and after such use returned to the United 
States; nor does the law warrant, in the opinion of this Department, 
a construction which would include such a case. Moreover, it appears, 
from Mr. Wiser's own statement, that when he brought the horse back 
he introduced him " temporarily for the purpose of competing for 
prizes offered by racing associations;^' that h€> then executed the bond 
required on the introduction of foreign animals to secure the duties 
Hiereon in case of a sale within the United States, and that he did 
thereafter so sell him, thus becoming liable to the alternative of pay- 
ing the duties in case the animal was not re-exported within six 
months. 

It further appears that Mr. Wiser made no objection to giving the 
bond in question, and that it was only after an actual sale of the horse 
at Utica for $10,000 in currency that he objected to paying the duties, 
on a valuation of $4,000 in gold, secured by said bond, and claimed 
that the bond should be deemed satisfied, because the horse was, as 
he now alleges, returned in the same condition as when exported, and 
therefore no duty could accrue. 
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In view of these facts, npon a reconsideration of the case, the De- 
partment is clearly of opinion that your assessment of daty was cor- 
rect, and that Mr. Wiser is neither equitably nor legally entitled to a 
refand of the amoant of duties paid. You will therefore regard the 
instmctions addressed to you under date of the 16th September last, 
concerning said appeal, as hereby set aside, and your decision in the 
premises is hereby affirmed. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B.- H. BBISTOW, 

Secretary. 
QOLLBOTOB OP CUSTOMS, Ogdenshurg, N. Y. 



(2488.) 
Importation of Cattle from Great Britain and Ireland. 

Tebasuky DepabTment, November 3, 1875. 

The Department having been advised of the prevalence to a large 
extent of the hok>f and mouth disease among cattle in Great Britain 
and Ireland, the importation of neat cattle and hides of neat cattle 
into the United States ttom that country is hereby prohibited until 
further orders, under the provisions of section 2493, Bevised Statutes 
of June 22, 1874. 

B. H. BBISTOW, 

Seeretary. 

COLLEOTOBS OF GX7STOMS. 



(2489.) 
Argola — CUusification of. 

Tbbabuby Dbpabtmbnx, JTorem^er 3, 1875. 

Sm: I am in receipt of your report of the 21st ultimo, with that of 
the appraiser at your port, further in regard to the appeal (tV^oh) of 
Mr. B. D. Jackson from your decision assessing duty at the rate of 
6 cents per pound on certain so-called " powdered wine lees," imported 
per ;<M. Boon,'* October 16, 1874, the appellant claiming that the arti- 
cle in question is entitled to free entry under the provision of the tariff 
for "argols crude." 

The appraiser, in the report referred to, states that such article <<is 
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in the form of a cTark red powder, and apparently is the result of grind- 
ing together wine lees and partly-refined red argols. It is not the 
wine lees of commerce, nor is it wine lees of the first crystallization. 
The article known as < wine lees' is the sediment thrown down to 
the bottom of the cask in the process of the formatiou of the argol 
crystal, and is chiefly composed of earthy and vegetable matter, with 
more or less of bitartrate of potash mixed with them, generally found 
in the market in the form of soft, irregular lumps, entirely unlike the 
crude argol and the crystal of the partly-refined argol. The quantity 
of bitartrate of potash obtained from this article varies from 35 per 
cent, to 50 per cent., while merchandise similar to that in question 
yields from 70 per cent, to 80 per cent. It is my (the appraiser's) 
opinion that the article in question is composed chiefly of argols not 
crude, and is entitled to pay duty at the rate of 6 cents per pound." 

Experts at other ports also concur in the view that your classifica- 
tion of the article in question for duty was correct. 

From the evidence adduced, the Department arrives at the conclu- 
sion that the article in question is advanced by manufacture, as also 
by the admixture of other materials, beyond the condition of "wine 
lees" or "crystals of lees" in the crude form^ which were held to be ex- 
empt frx)m duty by Department's letter of October 3, 1874, and that 
your assessment of duty thereon can be sustained under the rules for 
the classification of non-enumerated articles, laid down in section 2499 
of the Kevised Statutes, either on the ground (1) that the article is 
closely assimilated to partially -refined argols in character and in the 
use to which it is applied, or (2) that such argols being the component 
material in the article in question .which pays the highest rate of duty, 
must therefore control its classification. 

Your action in the premises is therefore aflirmed. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 
GoLLBCTOB OF CUSTOMS, New TarJe. 



(2490.) 
Angara Ooat Skint toith Wool on — Cloisifioatian of. 

Tbbasuby DbpAbtmbnt, November 4, 1875. 

Sib: I am in receipt of your report of the 14th instant, further in 
regard to the appeal (No. 1392 <2) of H. S. Gushing from your assess- 
ment of duty on an importation of Angora goat skins trom Liverpool, 
29 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



378 

England, in October, 1874, at the rates of 10 cents per pound and 
11 per centam ad valorem (less 10 per centam) on the hair, and 
30 per centum ad valorem on the skin, under Schedule L of the 
Be vised Statutes, the appellants claiming that duty should be assessed 
at the rate of 30 per centum ad valorem on the skins alone, or that, 
if duty be assessed on the hair, a deduction should be made for the 
skins on the ground that they would be free if imported without' the 
hair. 

It appears that duty was assessed as aforesaid in pursuance of the 
following provisions in Schedule L of the Codified Tariff, viz : 

1, "Wools on the skin: The same rates as othei* wools, the quantity 
and value, to be ascertained under such rules as the Secretary of the 
Treasury may prescribe. 

2. " Sheepskins, or Angora goat skins, raw or unmanufactureci, im- 
ported with the wool on, washed or unwashed, thirty per centum ad 
valorem on the skins alone." 

The Department in. effect decided, by its letter of Febr."\ry 1, 1875, 
(Synopsis 2089,) that sheepskins, raw or unmanufactured, with the 
wool on, are dutiable, the wool at the appropriate rates for wool, and 
the skins at the rate of 30 per centum ad valorem. 

The question now presented is, whether Angora goat skins, raw or 
unmanufactured, imported with the hair on, are liable to the same 
compound duty as sheepskins imported with the wool on. 

The answer to this question must depend upon the effect to be given 
to the word " wool" in the paragraph secondly above quoted. 

The schedule for wool and woollen goods, viz., Schedule L, com- 
mences by placing "all wools, hair of the alpaca, goat^ and other like 
animals, * * * for the purpose of fixing the duties to be charged 
thereon" upon the same general basis, and this principle is found run- 
ning thorough the entire Schedule. 

The paragraphs above quoted must, therefore, necessarily be under- 
stood as if the first read " wools of the sheep and hair of the alpa^ca^ goaty 
&c,^ "on the skin, the same rates, &c.," and as if the second read 
^^ sheepskins^ <&€., imported with the wool or hair on,^ &c., the connection 
evidently showing that the words "wool" in the first paragraph, "and 
with the wool on" in the second, have the same application to Angora 
goat' skins that they have to sheepskins. 

This reading is entirely consistent with the other general provisions 
of the Schedule, which, throughout, treat the "hair of the alpaca, goat, 
and other like animals," for tariff purposes^ as synonymous with the 
** wool of the sheep," while the construction claimed by the appellants 
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woald practically create a discrimination in favor of Angora goat skins 
not contemplated by the statute. 
Your decision is, therefore, affirmed. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRI8TOW, 

Secretary. 

OOLLEOTOE OP CUSTOMS, BostOflj MoBS. 



(2491.) 
Personal Effects of Travellers passing through the United States. 

Treasury Department, November 4, 1875. 

Sir: I am In receipt of your letter of the 16th of September la«t, 
transmitting a communication from the surveyor at your port, in which 
he requests explicit instructions for his guidance with reference to the 
baggage and eifects of persons arriving from the East en route for Eu- 
rope via an Atlantic port. 

The case cited by the surveyor and which led to his request was that 
of two Englishmen arriving at San Francisco from Hong Kong, on 
their way to Liverpool, having in their possession various articles of 
Chinese and Japanese manufacture, which, as importations, would be 
dutiable, but if merely destined for transit across the territory of the 
United States and then actually exported would be ftee. The value of 
the articles, being not over fifty dollars, was, in the opinion of the sur- 
veyor, not sufficient to justify the expense and trouble of entering and 
bonding the same, a proceeding the more difficult for the reason that 
strangers cannot readily find bondsmen. Duties were, however, ex- 
acted in the case referred to and reluctantly paid, the owners repre- 
senting that a second payment of duties on arrival in England would 
make the total expense thus incurred amount to more than the value 
of the goods. 

You express the opinion that article 397 of the Regulations, (based 
upon section 29, act of June 30, 1864, and re-enacted as section 2803, 
Revised Statutes,) which provides for the delivery of baggage and per- 
sonal efifects arriving from and in transi-t to a foreign country to the 
collector, to be by him returned to the owner on his departure for a 
foreign destination, applies only to cases where the arrival and final 
departure occur at the same port or within the same district. This 
would seem to be the intent of the said provision, which, however, has 
direct reference only to baggage and personal effect^. 
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In view of the trouble and expense attending the entry and bonding 
of dutiable articles brought into your port under the circumstances 
mentioned, you suggest that the i^ame may be taken possession of by 
the customs ofUcers, and, after being duly corded and sealed, forwarded 
to the collector at the port of exit, to be there delivered to the owner 
at the tim^ of embarkation, and on his producing as proof of ownership 
a certificate under the hand and seal of the proper customs officer at 
the port of first arrival, describing the package or packages by marks 
and numbers. 

This course is suggest/Cd by you, it would seem, in concurrence with 
the opinion expressed by the surveyor, that the exaction of duty in 
such cases, or as an alternative, the entry and bonding of the articles 
thus claimed to be personal effects, will tend in a considerable degree 
^^ to discourage travel through the United States by way of China, Aus- 
tralia, Japan, Honolulu, and Victoria, and thereby discourage com- 
merce and trade." It is not understood by the Department that you 
propose to ii^aive, under any circumstances, the due examination of 
baggage and effects brought into your port under the circumstances 
referred to. 

In view of the facts and considerations presented by your report and 
that of the surveyor, and of the provision contained in section 2803 of 
the Revised Statutes, above cited, I have concluded to adopt, with 
certain modifications, the plan which you have proposed. 

You are therefore authorized, on the arrival at your port, of any per- 
son in transit for an Atlantic port, and, after due examination of his 
baggage and effects, to cord and seal the same, or such portions thereof 
as may contain articles which, if they remained in the United States, 
would be liable to the payment of duty for transportation to the port 
of exit, and to furnish him with a certificate under the customs seal, 
signed by the surveyor, describing the packages by marks and num- 
bers in such manner as to enable the same to be readily identified, and 
requesting the col'ector at such port of exit to deliver to the owner the 
packages therein described on payment uf proper charges, and on his 
making oath that he is the person therein named. 

A duplicate of such certificate will be retained on the files of your 
office, and the collector at the port of exit will retain and file the 
original. The transportation of packages thus corded and sealed will 
be by a continuous bonded route, and under the regulations relating 
to common carriers; and the packages will, in all cases, be entered 
upon the manifest accompanying the car in which the same are con- 
veyed. 
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The privilege hereby granted will be extended only to articles of 
comparatively small value, and in qaantities reasonably consistent 
with the claim that they are personal eflfects, not merchandise or in- 
tended for sale, and which are brought into the United States only for 
the purpose of trausit. 

In anj^ case where there is reasonable ground for a contrary belief, 
the privilege will be refused. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 
CoLLEOTOB OF CUSTOMS, San Francisco, Cal 



(2492.) 
American Sheep returned from Mexico, 

Tebasuby Dbpaetment, November 4, 1875. 

Sib : I am in receipt of your communication of the 12th ultimo, 
further in regard to the free entry of domestic sheep, which, having 
been exported to Mexico, are thereafter brought back to the United 
States. 

You inquire whether the wool which is grown on the sheep while in 
Mexico would be subject to duty on the return of the animals to the 
United States; also, whether the natural growth of such animals 
while in .Mexico would be considered as effecting any such change in 
their condition as should prevent their f^ee entry on being so returned. 

In reply, I have to state that while the Department, under a strict 
literal interpretation of the law, would be justified in ruliug that sheep 
exported shorn and returned bearing fleeces grown on foreign territory 
wQuld not be within the privilege of the statute allowing the free re- 
importation of exported articles of domestic production if returned 
in the same condition as when exported ; yet it is nevertheless of opinion 
that the spirit of the law permits the exportation and return, under the 
circumstances stated, of sheep belonging to a citizen of the United 
States, taken across the border merely for the purpose of pasturage, 
and brought back without change of ownership. 

It appears in the present case that, owing to drought or other causes, 
pasturage is not obtainable on American soil, or within any practicable 
distance from the locality where the sheep are raised, except by trans- 
porting them to Mexican territory, and hence, for the purpose as well 
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of preserving the lives of the animals as of growing the wool upon 
them, they are in good faith so transported, and are afterwards re- 
turned without any intention of evading the revenue laws. 

Upon this understanding, and provided the identity of the animals 
is in all ca^es satisfactorily established, neither the animals themselves 
nor their fleeces when unshorn are to be considered dutiable on their 
return to the United States. 

The same conclusion is for the same reasons applicaible to lambs 
exported and returned under the same circumstances. 

You will be governed in the premises accordingly'. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BBISTOW, 

Secretary. 
OoLLECTOB OF CUSTOMS, 8an Diegoj Cal. 



(2493.) 
Goods returned front Abroad — Not Free, 

T^EASUEY Depabthent, November 6, 1875. 

Sib : I am in receipt of your report of the 22d ultimo, upon the ap- 
peal (6582 d) of D. W. ^Yaterman, of the Kellogg Bridge Company, 
from your decision assessing duty at the rate of eight dollars per ton 
on certain wrought scrap-iron imported, by him during the month of 
October, 1875. 

It appears that during the year 1874 the Kellogg Bridge Company 
constructed an iron bridge for the Brautford, Norfolk, and Port Bur- 
nell Eailway Company, such bridge to be exported from your port to 
Canada, and placed in position ready to receive the rails, but that be- 
fore the rails were laid said bridge was carried away by a freshet and 
injured to such an extent that the materials composing the same could 
not be used in the reconstruction thereof without remanufacture, for 
which purpose such materials have been returned to your port. 

Under these circumstances the Department must necessarily hold 
that the merchandise in question is not returned to this country in the 
same condition as when exported, and, therefore, is not entitled to free 
entry as claimed by the appellant. 

Your action in the premises is, therefore, afiQrmed. 
I am, very respectfully, 

CHAS. F. CONANT, 



CoLLECTOB OF CUSTOMS, Buffalo^ N. T. 



Acting Secretary. 
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(2494.) 
Currency of Cuba. 

Tbbasuby Department, November 8, 1875. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
Aagust 25, last, enclosing copy of despatch (No. 265) from the consul 
general of the United States at Havana, in reference to the currency 
known as the Spanish gold dollar and peso in Cuba 

In reply, I have to request that the certificate of the consul general 
at Havana to Invoices made out in the paper peso, or depreciated cur- 
rency of Cuba, where the pnrchases have been actually made in such 
depreciated currency, be given on the basis of the local value of the 
doubloon, as declared by the laws of Cuba. 

I will thank you to cause the necessary instructions in the premises 
to he given to the consul general. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 

Hon. Hamilton Fish, Secretary of State. 



(2495.) 
Colored Cottons — CUutsification of 

Treasury Department, November 8, 1875. 

Sir: I am in receipt of your letter of the 25th instant, submitting a 
further report from the appraiser in the matter of the api)eals (1826 and 
1827 d) of Messrs. Stuart & Brother from your assessment of duty at 
the rate of 5J cents per square yard and 20 per cent ad valorem, less 
10 per cent., on certain cotton grenadines and genappins, imported by 
them per "Ohio,'' February 22, and "Ulinois," January 28, 1875, the 
appellants claiming to ent^r the same as <^' manufactures of cotton not 
otherwise provided for,'^ at the rate of 35 i)er cent, ad valorem, less 10 
per ecut. 

From the several reports of the appraisers submitted by you, it ap- 
pears that the goods in question are colored cotton goods, less than 
100 threads to the square loch, costing less than 25 cent« per square 
yard, and weighing less than 5 ounces ; and colorecl cotton goods, over 
100 threads to the square inch, and costing less than 25 cents per 
square yard. 
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It appearing that your assessment of duty at the rate above men- 
tioned was in accordance with the decision of the Department dated 
August 28, 1874, (Synopsis 1919,) and November 2, 1874, (Synopsis 1984,) 
the same is heteby approved. 

In reference to the report of the appraiser as to the classification of 
striped grenadines contained in cases 266 — ^273 ex "Illinois," which he 
states were not countable, and were passed at 35 per cent, ad valorem^ 
less 10 per cent., I would inform you that such classification seems to 
be contrary to the decisions above referred to, and that the Depart- 
ment has heretofore held that the determination of the number of 
threails to the square inch is not restricted to the use of the glass, but 
that it is the duty of the customs officers to ascertain the number by 
separation, if not practicable otherwise. 

Striped grenadines should be subjected to this rule, and if necessary, 
a small piece of the goods should be unravelled and the threads 
counted, to ascertain the proper classification. You will therefore re- 
quest the appraiser to pursue this course in future. 
I am, very respectfull}', 

By order: C. F. BURNAM, 

Assistant Secretary. 
Collector of Customs, Philadelphia, Pa. 

(2496.) 
American Grain-Bags returned from Abroad — Free. 

Tbbasxtey Depabtment, Kovemher 10, 1875. 

Sib : I am in receipt of your letter of the 1st instant, submitting 
the application of Messrs. George Howes & Co. for permission to 
enter free of duty certain grain-bags, of domestic manufacture, im- 
ported by them (filled with grain) December 24, 1874, and returned 
empty, per " Three Brothers,'' October 26, 1875. 

From your report it appears that you declined to allow the free 
admission of the bags in question, on the ground that they were 
exported prior to the passage of the act of February 8, 1875, and 
that consequently they are not entitled to the benefits conferred by 
the said act. 

In reply, I would state that the Department is of opinion that the 
provisions of the act referred to authorize the free entry of all barrels 
and grain-bags of domestic manufacture reimported subsequently to 
itis passage, without reference to the date of their exportation, and 
you will therefore be governed accordingly. 
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Your attention- is called in this connection to the regulations issued 

February 17, 1875, under the provisions of the act of February 8,1876, 

(Synopsis 2110.) 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BBISTOW, 

Seeretary. 
OoLLBOTOB OP CUSTOMS, 8an Frandscoy Cal 



(2497.) 
I^eguered Boxes containing Tea — Dutiable, 

TBEASX7BY DEPARTMENT, November 11, 1875. 

Sib : I am in receipt of your report of the 29th ultimo, as also a 
report from the appraiser at your port, upon the communication of 
Special Agent Mills, submitted to you under date of the 18th ultimo, 
the same being in regard to the practice at your port in the classifica- 
tion of certain descriptions of boxes containing tea imported from 
China, samples of which boxes are submitted. 

The samples consist of one large box of inferior material, covered 
with some prepared and painted wrapping as a preservative, and two 
smaller boxes of superior make, lacquered, and constituting an article 
which, after the tea is removed, may be adapted to other uses. 

It appears that it is your practice to charge duty on the description 
of box represented by the smaller samples, as not being the usual 
envelope in which tea is imported into this country, and as having a 
commercial value aside from their contents. 

The larger sample submitted represents a class of boxes which 
is, as you state, the highest grade of boxes admitted to free entry, 
whereas the other two samples represent the lowest grade upon which 
duties are assessed. 

From an inspection of these samples, the Department is of opinion 
that your practice is in accordance with its former instructions referred 
to in the appraiser's report, and there consequently appears to be no 
present occasion for further instructions in the premises. 

I will thank you to communicate these views to Special Agent Mills, 
furnishing him at the same time with any additional information in 
your power relative to a proper discrimination between the several 
descriptions of boxes referred to. 

I am, very respectfully, 

CHAS. F. CONANT, 

Acting Secretary. 
COLLEOTOB OP CUSTOMS, 8an Francisco, Cal 
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(2498.) 
Angostura Bitters and Bottles, 

Tbeasttby Department, November 12, 1875. 

Sib : Mr. W. H. Knoepfel has appealed (I^^ot.) fro'^ your decision, 
assessing duty at the rate of $2 per wine or gauge gallon and 3 
cents on each bottle, less 10 per ceut., on certain Angostura bitters 
imported by him, per *' Angostura," May 12, 1874, the ax)pellant claim- 
ing that the bitters being under proof should pay duty upon a quan- 
tity representing an equivalent in proof gallons, and that the provision 
of law assessing an additional duty of 3 cents on each bottle does not 
apply to bottles containing an article like that in question. 

It appears that your action in assessing duty as aforesaid upon the 
wine or gauge gallon was in accordance with Department decision of 
September 2, 1873, (Synopsis 1678.) and that yoiir assessment of duty 
on the bottles as aforesaid was in pursuance of section 21 of the act of 
July 14^ 1870, as modified by the act of June 6, 1872, the bitters being 
considered in the nature of spirituous liquors. 

Tour action in the premises is therefore affirmed. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 
CoLLEOTOE OF CUSTOMS, New York. 



(2499.) 
Maohin*vry f\r Manufactures from the Fibre of the BamiCj Jute^ or Flax. 

Tbeasuey Department, November 12, 1875. 

Sib: I am in receipt of your letter of the 14th ultimo, submitting a 
special report from the appraiser in the matter of the appeal (5905 d) 
of the New York Bagging Company from your exaction of duty at the 
rates of 35 and 45 per centum ad valorem on certain machinery im- 
ported by said Company "per Abyssinia," August 12, 1875, and which 
they claim to enter under the provision in section 7, act of February 
8, 1875, authorizing the admission free of duty of "all machinery not 
now manufactured in the United States, adapted exclusively to manu- 
factures from the fibre of the ramie, jute, or flax.'' 

The machinery in question, it appears, consists of " a steel roller 
(part of an English jute roving frame)" and "leather covering with 
sectoral iron pins (part of English jute Breaker and finisher cards.)" 
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The importers state that their whole and sole business is the mana- 
tactnre from jute, and that to the best of their knowledge and belief 
the articles can be ased for no other purpose ; and farther, that if the 
articles in question are subject to duty, nothing can be passed free 
under said provision of law, which will thus become entirely inopera- 
tive. 

The appraiser reports that he is satisfied that the statements made 
by the importers are correct so far as they relate to the fact that the 
machines were imported exclusively for the manufacture of jute, and 
will probably never be used for any other purpose; but, states that the 
machinery is not exclusively adapted for such manufacture, inasmuch 
as other fibres may be mixed with the jute if at any time it shall be- 
come profitable to do so. He states frirther, that he does not under- 
stand how any machinery can be made adapted entirely and exclu- 
sively to the manufacture of the fibres specified in the law, and is of 
opinion that a strict construction of the term << exclusively adapted" 
will exclude all machinery, and render the law inoperative. 

In reply, I would state that, after mature consideration, the Depart- 
ment is of opinion that the explicit requirements of the section of law 
referred to cannot properly be disregarded, and your assessment of 
duty on the machinery in question, on the ground that it is not exclu- 
sively adapted to manu^EM^tures from the fibre of the ramie, jute, or 
flax, is, therefore, necessarily affirmed. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 
COLLBOTOB OP CUSTOMS, Neuf York^ N. Y. 



(2500.) 
Bonding of Warehousee, 

Tebasuby Dbpabtmbnt, November 13, 1875. 

Sib: I am in receipt of your letter of the 10th instant, in reply to 
Department's letter of the 8th instant, relative to the discontinuance 
of Franklin Woodruff's warehouse of class three, known as No. 45 
Franklin Stores, Brooklyn. 

You are hereby requested to cause the remaining warehouses, bonded 
together with No.*45, to be rebonded, and the new bond to be trans- 
mitted to the Department for consicU ration. If approved the Depart- 
ment will authorize the discontinuance, a^ requested, of warehouse 
No. 46. 
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• The Department does not concur in yoar view that in thjB case of 
two or more buildings embraced in one bond, and separated by an in- 
tervening building or buildings, jtbe interests of the Government are 
sufficiently protected by the penalty of the bond and the presence of 
customs officers. Hereafter, in all cases, when two or more buildings 
not adjoining are presented for bonding as warehouses, you will re- 
quire a separate bond for each. 

Respectfully, 

CHAS. F. CONANT, 

Aeting Secretary 
COLLBOTOE OP CUSTOMS, New Yorky N. T. 



(2501.) 
Barges and Ferry-hoaU — Documenting of. 

Tbeasxtbt Depabtmbnt, November 13, 1875. 

Sib: I have received your letter of the 11th instant, inquiring 
whether ferry-boats and barges are required to receive marine docu- 
ments, and whether, under a recent opinion of the Attorney General, 
they are not exempted from the operation of the navigation laws. 
You are informed in reply that such vessels cannot trade, except under 
certain disabilities, unless documented ; and that they were not em' 
braced in the opinion of the Attorney General, a printed copy of 
which is enclosed herewith. 

Very respectfully, 

OHAS. F. OONANT, 

Acting Secretary. 
Messrs. Silliman & Go., 

361 River street^ Troy, 



(2502.) 
The Opening of the Port of Tonquin. 

Tbbasxtby Depabtmbnt, November Ib^ 1875. 

The subjoined translation of a document received by the consul gen- 
eral of the United States at Shanghai, relative to the opening to foreign 
commerce of the ports of Haiphong and Hanoi, in Tonquin, in pursu- 
ance of the French treaty of last year, is published for the information 

of officers of customs. 

B. H. BRI3TOW, 

Secretary. 
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To the Consul General : 

I have the honor to inform you that the exchange of ratifications of 
the treaty of commerce, concladed between France and the Kingdom 
of Annan on the 31st Angast, 1874, took place at Hu6 on the 26th of 
August last, and that, in concert with the Annanese Government, we 
have fixed the opening to foreign commerce of the ports of Haiphong 
and Hanoi) in Tonquin, for the 15th September, 1875. I beg you to 
communicate this important news to the merchants of Shanghai, and 
be good enough, at the same time, to announce that you will hold at 
the disposal of ships which are bound for Tonquin, charts recently ex- 
ecuted, of which I send you a certain number. These charts will be 
delivered gratuitously. I also send yon some copies of a regulation 
which has been drawn up for Haiphong. 

(Signed) DUPERRB. 



(2503.) 
Earthenware Toys — Classification of. 

Treasury Department, November 15, 1875. 

Sir : Your letter of the 16th ultimo is received, transmitting the ap- 
peal (6465 d) of J. H. Pierce & Robertson from your decision assessing 
duty at the rate of 50 per centum ad valorem, as toys, on certain earth- 
enware ornaments imported per "Marathon,'' September 27, 1875, 
which the importers claim to be only liable to duty at the rate of 40 
per centum ad valorem, under the provision (Heyl, 933) for earthenware. 

It appeari^ upon an examination of samples that the merchandise 
consists of figures of earthenware, glazed, painted, &c., representing 
dogs, cats, donkey-riders, &c., fancifully decorated, which are evi 
dently intended as playthings for children, and are similar in character 
to the china figures or bathing babies, so called, which the Depart- 
ment on the 2d of August, 1871, (not published,) held to be dutiable 
as toys. 

Your decision in classifying the said articles as toys, and in assessing 
duty at the rate of 50 i)er centum ad valorem thereon, is therefore 
hereby affirmed. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary, 

Collector of Customs, Boston^ Mass. 
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centum ad valorem, as an unenamerated manafactared article^ this 
view being in accordance with its decision on a similar question dated 
August 10, 1874^ (not published ;) and also that the cocoa butter, not 
being otherwise provided for, is liable to the same rate of duty. 

With regard, however, to the oil of mace and gum galbanum, both 
of which are especially exempt from duty in the "free list," (Heyl, 1686 
and 1010,) the Department holds that duty was erroneously assessed 
by you thereon, and that the appeal, so far as these articles are con- 
cerned, is well taken. 

You are therefore directed to adjust the entry accordingly, and to 

take the necessary steps for refunding the duties erroneously exacted. 

I am, very respectfrilly, 

B. H. BBISTOW, 

Secretary. 
SuBVBYOB OF CUSTOMS, Cinoinnati^ Ohio. 



(2507.) 
Bcue Bullion — Classification of. 

Treasury Department, November 16, 1875. 

Sir : The Department has recently had under consideration the 
question of the proper classification of certain ores or metals, the pro- 
duct of certain mines in Mexico, free entry of which is claimed under 
those clauses of section 2505, Eevised Statutes, allowing entry fr'ee of 
duty of " ores of gold and silver," or of '* bullion, gold and silver." 

It appears that the articles in question are not exported from Mexico 
in their primitive state, but have been there subjected to a process of 
smelting or refining, whereby their character has been changed from 
that of ore to that of metal. An assay of the various specimens pre- 
sented shows that they contain lead and silver in the proportions of 
320 pounds of lead to 1 pound of silver in some, and in the richest 
specimens submitted, 40 pounds of lead to 1 pound of silver. 

The Department is reliably informed that the Mexican Government 
does not {Permit the exportation of silvei* bullion, nor of lead contain- 
ing over a certain percentage of silver. A metal, therefore, entitled 
to exportation from Mexico must contain a less percentage of silver 
than would amount to a prohibition under the laws of that republic. 

Moreover, it is known that the several mining companies in Mexico 
whose ores when refined or smelted produce the same or similar metals 
to those under consideration, are designated, in some instances, as 
<* silver-mining," and in other as ^4ead-mining " companies.^ 
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BKaULATIOI^S FOB TBANSPOBTATION OP MEBOHANBISE IN BOND. 

After a railway car has been laden with dutiable merchandise for 
transportation ander bond, it shall be the duty of the customs oflftcer, 
before sealing the openings of the car so laden, to require the proprie- 
tors or managers having the control of said car to furnish and put on, 
at their own expense, and in close* proximity to the place where the 
said openings are sealed, a red card, 3^ by 4^ inches in size, with the 
following words printed thereon in black letters in the following order ^ 
commencing at the top of the card, to wit: 

1. U. S. Customs. 

2. Bonded merchandise. 

3. From . 

4. (Departure.) Date: , 187 — . 

5. To — — . 

6. (Arrival.) Date: ,187—. 

7. iJoTiOE. — Seals to be removed from this car by customs officers 
only. Penalty for violating this rule is imprisonment 

It is suggested that all openings for cars used for carrying dutiable 

merchandise in bond should have hooks or other fastenings on the 

inside of the car. Before the car is laden these openings could all be 

securely closed, except one. By this arrangement much time, labor, 

and care would be saved both to the customs service and the bonded 

lines. 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary, 
MANAaBBs OP Bonded Railway Lines. 



(2506.) 
(HI ofMacCj Oum Oalbanum^ Cocoa Butter ^ and Wafers — Classification of. 

Tbeasuby Depabtmbnt, November 16, 1876. 

SiB: Your letter of the 16th of August last, is received, transmit- 
ting the appeal (50634) of Vogeler, Wagner & Co., from your decision 
assessing duty at the rate of 40 per centum ad valorem on certain oil 
of mace, expressed, and gum galbanum, and at the rate of 20 per 
centum ad valorem on certain wafers (coverings for pills) and cocoa 
butter, imported into your port July 29, 1876. 

Upon due consideration of the matter, the Department decides that 
the said so-called wafers, which are not the ordinary "wafer of com- 
merce specified in the free list, are liable to duty at the rate of 20 per 
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(2609.) 
Bonds to Produce Currency Certificates. 

Tbeasuby Dbpabtment, November 19, 1876. 

Sib : Your letter of the 16th instant is received, further relating to 
the application of William A. Sale & Co. for the reliquidation, in 
accordance with consular certificates now produced of certain entries 
of straw hats, invoiced in iaelSy imported per <^ Harlow," February 9, 
and ^'Argonaut" an^ '' Benefactor," January 9, 1874. 

It being understood, from your former report of the 6th ultimo, that, 
with regard to the entry per " Harlow," the importers had duly pro- 
tested and appealed, the Department, on the 16th ultimo, authorized 
yon to adjust that entry in accordance with the value of the currency, 
(Shanghai taels,) as certified by the cofisul. 

With regard to the other entries, it appears that the parties failed 
to protest and appeal within the time prescribed by law, but that 
they claim that the entries were prematurely liquidated, (they having 
given bonds to produce currency certificates, and the entries being 
liquidated prior to the expiration of the time specified in the bonds,) 
and that consequently the appeals should be considered as taken within 
the proper period. 

Upon due consideration of the said question, the Department has 
to say that, as the invoices of the goods in question were made out 
in taelSj the value of which is fixed by the circular of the Department 
at $1 61, as estimated by you, the taking of bonds to produce certifi- 
cates to the value of the cun-ency.wasnot required by law or the 
regulations of the Department, and, therefore, that liquidations of 
the entries in question were not affected by such bonds, as claimed 
by the importers, but, having been made in the usual manner, were 
subject to the laws relating to protest and appeal the same as if no 
such bonds had been tak^n. 

Under these circumstaitces, the Department holds that the liqui- 
dations of the said entries, per ^'Argonaut" and *' Benefactor," were 
final and conclusive in the absence of due protest and appeal, and, 
consequently, that the importers' claim must be rejected. 

The invoices are herewith returned. 

I am, very respectfhlly, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Seeretwry. 
CoLLBOTOB OP CUSTOMS, New Yorlc. 
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(2610.) 
Musical InstrumenU and Strings — Classificatian of, 

Tbbasubt Depabtment, yavember 20, 1375. 

Sm: Your letter of the 24th of September last is r:eoeived, transmit- 
ting the appeal (611 d) of the Boot & Son's Music Company from your* 
decision assessing duty at the rate of 35 per centum ad valorem: on 
certain gut and metal violin strings, 60 per cent, ad valorem on certain- 
silk strings, and 35 per centum on certain so-called bones imported into 
your port, ma Baltimore, September 8, last 

With regard to the gut and metal strings, the Department having 
decided qu the 28th of August, 1875, (Synopsis 2415,) that such mnsic< 
strings were dutiable at the rate of 30 per centum, as parts of musical 
instruments, you are authorized to adjust the entry, so far as such 
articles are concerned, accordingly. 

The silk strings you report to be manutkctured entirely of silk, and 
snch being the case they are clearly provided for by the act of February 
8, 1875, at the rate of 60 per centum ad valorem, as assessed by you, 
without reference to that portion of the decision above mentioned, 
which relates to ^< musical strings of gut covered with silk," the more 
especially as it is now understood by the Department that strings of 
the character named are not now manufactured or imported, but that 
all so-called silk musical strings are composed entirely of silk, or of 
silk covered with metal or gum. Your decision, therefQie, in this in- 
stance is affirmed. 

As to the so-called '< bones," it appears that they are made of wood, . 
and ^kre the castenets or '< bones" used by negio-miu^trol bands an<t 
others in musical performances and as accompaniments to dancing. 

In the opinion of the Department, such articles, being specially 
manufactured, imported, and sold for musical purposes, can, with as- 
much propriety as drums or tamborines, be considered as musical in- 
struments, and it is therefore held that such articles are only dutiable 
at the. rate of 30 per centum, under the provision (Heyl, 1339)- for ^* mu- 
sical instruments of all kinds," as claimed by the importers. 

Yon are hereby authorized to adjust the ^try accordingly. 
I am, very respectftilly, 

B. H. BBI8TOW, 

• Seorstary. 

OoLLBOTOB OP OuBtOMEf, Oh^eogo^ HL 
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(2611.) 
/Shipment of Mexican Goods in transit through United States. 

Treasury Department, November 20, 1876. 

Sib : I am in receipt of yonr letter of the 2d instant, transmitting a 
communication from Messrs. Heych & Helferich, in which inqniry is 
made as to whether merchandise imported from Mexico can be shipped 
ifrom frontier ports under combined entry for transportation and ex- 
IK)rtation to other countries. 

With reference thereto I have to state that the existing Regulations 
make no provision for such form of entry under the circumstances 
stated. The. Department, however, perceives no objection to allowing 
such practice, and article 724 of the Customs Regulations for 1874 is 
therefore hereby amended by adding thereto as follows: 

. ^< Merchandise arriving from Mexico at any of the ports on the fron- 
tier where designated routes enter the United States, may be, in like 
manner, shipped under combined entry for transportation and expor- 
tation if the same has been previously entered for warehousing; or if 
not, it may be entered under combined entry for warehouse, transpor- 
tation, a^d 'Cxporta^tion by designated routes through the territory of 
the United States. There must, however, be a regular examination 
and appraisement of the merchandise had in connection with such 
entry. The same, evidence, varied only so far as to suit the circum- 
stances of the. case, will be required to satisfy the bonds given in con-' 
nection with such entries as are now required for the satit^faction of 
transportation, and export bonds taken in connection with entries of 
goods coming from Canada at frontier ports for transportation and 
e](portation via seaboard ports." 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BEISTOW, 

Seoretarf. 
.Collector OF Customs, Qalvestony Texas. . 



(2612.) 
Goods imported/or Centennial Hxhihition. 

[The following letter was forwarded to the Department of State for 
transmission to the official addiressed :] 

Treasury Department, November 22^ 18.76. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 3d instant, requjBsting, at the suggeistion of Colonel H. Bieter, the 
oommissioner-in-chief for the Swiss Confederation, explicit advice in 
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regard to certain matters relating to the regulations of this Depart- 
ment govecning the importation of articles to be sent to the Interna- 
tional Exposition at Philadelphia. Allow me to express the hope that 
the following replies to the interrogatories contained in your communi- 
cation may afford the desired information and prove satisfactory to the 
industries concerned : . 

1. No duties will be levied on watches or scientific instruments 
already taxed, which shall be, withdrawn for exhibition from the 
depots, in the .United States, of Swiss manufactures; nor will the cus- 
toms officers generally assume charge of any goods not imported for 
exhibition. 3uch taxed goods will be admitted to the exposition under 
the rules of the Centennial Commission, which rules this Department 
doe« not control. Double duties will not be exacted, whether goods 
shall be sold or returned to ^Hheir respective depoti in the United 
States," neither will duties already paid on importations be refunded 
on their exportation to a foreign country. 

2. In the event of the loss by theft of articles which have been en- 
tered for exhibition, the importer or owner will be responsible, prima- 
rily, for the duties thereon ; but on a proper representation of the &cts 
in writing to this Department, payment of the duties will be waived, 
if the circumstances appear to justify such action. Should collectors 
of customs consider thn regulations already established, insufficient to 
protect the revenue which may accrue on small and valuable articles, 
they are required by article 20 of said regulations, to report the case 
to this Department for special instructions. 

3. Invoices of the articles intended for exhibition will be authenti- 
cated by the Swiss commissioner, or by a consular officer of the United 
States, in the manner provided for in article 4 of the circular of this 
Department of the 1st instant, a copy of which, containing the regula- 
tions above .referred to, is enclosed herewith. 

4. The deterioration of perishable goods, and the consumption of 
articles as samples during the exhibition will be made the subject of 
special consideration by this Department, with a view to the relief of 
the owner from the payment of duties, on the receipt of a report from 
the collector of customs at Philadelphia establishing the facts. 

5. Show-cases will be admitted free, as accessories to the exhibition ; 
but if sold, will become subject to duty. 

6. If a difference be found to exist in the quantity of goods entered 
at the custom-house, and that eventually exported, or withdrawn at 
the close of the exposition, action will be taken as mentioned in the 
paragraphs of this letter numbered 3 and 5. It is not contemplated 
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that daties shall be levied^ except on goods which have actually en- 
tered into consamption in this country; and the Treasury Department^ 
will take pleasure in relieving exhibitors of all burdens not indispensa- 
ble to the protection of the revenue. 
I have the honor to remain, sir, your obedient servant, 

B. H. BBISTOW, 
Seeretgry of the Treasury* 
John Hitz, Esq., Consul C^eneral of Switzerland^ 

Waahingtany D. 0. 



(2613.) 
Begulation of Allowance for Exoees of Weight. 

Tebasubt Depabtmbnt, November 23, 1875. 

In the matter of making allowances for excess of weight on imported 
merchandise, caused by the absorption of sea-water on the voyage of 
importation, under the latter paragraph of article 525 of the Customs 
Begulationis of 1874, the following rules and regulations will be ob- 
nerved: 

1. Ko abatement of duties on merchandise on account of such exces- 
sive weight can be allowed unless due application in writing for such 
allowance, accompanied by the oath of the applicant, shall be lodged 
in the custom<house within ten working days after the landing of the 
goods. 

2. Buch application will consist of the claim of the importer or his 
agent for such allowance, subscribed and sworn to by him, specifying, 
by marks and numbers, the particular articles or packages, and the 
value at which he has entered them respectively, and the official ex- 
amination and appraisement must be confined to the articles and pack- 
ages so specified and proven to have increased in weight by the ab- 
sorption of sea- water as aforesaid. 

3. The form of application and oath of the importer or his agent 
shall be as follows: 

APPLICATION FOB ALLOWANOB FOB BXOESS OF WEIGHT. 

To the GoLLEOTGB OF Customs: 

Sib: An order to ascertain and estimate the increase of weight 
caused by the absorption of sea-water on [here specify the packages 
and value of each] imported by [name of importer] in the [name of 
Tessel] from [port of shipment] is requested. 

[Date.] [Signature.] 
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I, , do solemnly Bwear that I have personally inspected 

and examined the merchandise described in the foregoing application, 
and that the same has increased in weight by the absorption of sea- 
water on the voyage of importation : So help me Gk)d. 



Sworn to this day of , 187 — , before me. 

— .. ^ OoWpetor. 

4. This oath will be administered by collectors or their deputies. 

5. On prodnction of such application and affidavit, the collector will 
issne an appraisement order, witiiout delay, to the appraisers of the 
port, who will forthwith cause the merchandise to be examined in the 
order in which notice shall have been given by the applicant that the 
merchandise is ready for examination. 

6. A book shall be kept in a convenient place in the office of the ap- 
praisers, to be used as a record of the notices above described, and 
the person so notifying shall make t<he proper entry therein. 

7. The form of the appraisement order shall be as follows: 

WABBANT FOB ALLOW ANOB OF EXCESS OF WEIGHT OAUSBD BY 
ABSOBPTIOK OF SEA-WATBB. 

GUSTOM-HOUSB, , , 187—. 

To the U. S. Appbaisebs: 

You will estimate and ascertain the increase of weight by absorption 
of sea- water on the voyage of importation on the merchandise imported 
by in the from , in pursuance of the an- 
nexed application, and therein fully described, and report to this office 
the result of your examination. 

Bespectfnlly, 

, Collector. 

8. At ports where there are no appraisers, the collector and naval 
officer, if there be one, or the collector alone if there be no naval offi- 
cer, will make the necessary examination and appraisement. 

9. The officers appointed to make examination and appraisement 
shall, when the same is completed; return tiie appraisement order with 
a report thereon, indicating the percentage allowed, verified by their 
signatures, to the collector of the port, in accordance with the follow- 
ing form: 

appbaisebs' bepobt of inobeased weight oaused bt absobptlon 
of sea-watbb on voyage of impobtatiok. 

Appbaisebs' Office, , 187—. 

To the OoLLEOTOB OF Customs : 

In pursuance of your order, we have examined the following-de- 
scribed merchandise, and do certify that the same has increased in 
weight by the absorption of sea-water on the voyage of importation 
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fbDows, to Witt [Here specify the merotaandiae, and the rate of in- 
of weight] 



m ysaeepf oon-oomplianee with the foregoing reqiiiremeDts, no al- 
'Ipwanice for ftnch increase of weight shall be made. 

The blank forms hecein prescribed will be famished by the Depart- 
omtot to collectors upon requisition being duly made therefor. 

B. H. BEISTOW, 
. . Secretary. 

COLLBOTOBS OF CUSTOMS AND OTHERS. 



(2614.) 
Ountame Ojfflcers and United States dnmnieeianere. 

Tbsasxtby Depabtment, November 23, 1875. 

Sib : Tour communication of the 18th ultimo was received, in which 
you inform me that the United States commissioner for your district, 
in conjunction with the United States marshal, had demanded of your 
inspectors that they report to the first-named officer all violations of the 
customs-revenue laws that may come to their knowledge. You state 
that it has been your practice to advise the district attorney to prose- 
cute all persons guilty of the grayer acts of smuggling, and in pett{>' 
cases to prosecute only such i>er8ons as shall be guilty of a second 
oftence ; and that you pursue this courSe in order to avoid the expense 
that would be incurred by instituting preliminary proceedings in every 
case before a United States commissioner ; and you ask instructions 
for the guidance of yourself and the district attorney in similar cases 
that may hereafter arise. 

You are informed that your duties as regards reporting violaticms of 
the customs-revenue laws are clearly prescribed in section 15 of ^^ An 
act to amend the customs-revenue laws and to repeal moieties,^ ap- 
proved June 22, 1874. (See U. S. Stats, at Large, vol. 18, Part 3.) 
This section enjoins upon the collector to report this class of offences 
to the district attorney, who is to cause an investigation of them before 
a United States commissioner. The same section makes it obligatory 
upon subordinates employed in the customs-revenue service to report 
to oolledorSy but does not require them to report these offences to a 
commissioner. 

As regards the duties of the district attorney, the question arises 
whether he lis peremptorily required under the act of June 22, 1874, to 
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initiate proceedings to recover the penalties accming from iriolations 
of the easterns, revenae, or whether he may report the fieusts to the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury ander the provisions of section 838. of the Be- 
vised Statutes,, and take the Secretary's directions in cases where he 
is satisfied that sach proceedings cannot be sustained^ or that the ends 
of public justice do not require such proceedings to be instituted. 
For the guidance of the district attorney, you are requested to bring 
to his notice the enclosed copy of a letter addressed to me by tibe 
Solicitor General on the 11th instant, in which a decision is givCA upon 
thaquestiou above stated. 

If the question of his duty to cause investigation before a United 
States commissioner in all cases of similar violations should still seem 
to him undecided, he might properly solicit instructions from the De- 
partment of Justice. 

Very respectfully, 

B. H. BBISTOW, 

Secretary. 

OOLLBOTOB OF OvBTKmByBrowiMtille^ Texas. 



[EnoloBdre to the foregoing letter.] 

Dbpabtmbnt of Justjob, 

WaehinffUmj November 11, 1876. 

The Sbobbtabt of the Tbbasuby. 

Sib: I submit for your consideration the following opinion, in reply 
to yours of the 5th instant, addressed to the Attorney General, asking 
^< whether section 15 of the ^ act to amend the customs-revenue laws 
and to repeal moieties,' approved June 22, .1874, is to be construed as 
repealing so much of section 838^ Bevised Statutes, as makes it ip- 
cum'bent upon every district attorney, in cases of violation of the 
customs-revenue laws, to report to the Secretary of the Treasury, foi? 
his direction, where the attorney decides that proceedings cannot 
probably be sustained, or that the ends of public justice do not require 
proceedings to be instituted." 

Since the passage of the above act of 1874, the district attorney 
must 'initiate" proceedings, irrespective of his own judgment, as to 
^< the ends of public jojstice," in that connection. But his official duty 
will still require that he shall, at once, pending such initiatiqnj report 
the facts to the Secretary, and take his direction in regard to the 
further prosecution of the same. Practically, with due diligence by 
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the XJnited States attorney, the ends of economy alluded to in the 
letter enclosed by you may be almost as well served in this way as 
heretofore, and, at the same time, effect may be ^ven to the obvious 
desire expressed in the act of 1874^ to reduce to a minimum the num- 
ber of public ofiQcials who, in such matters, are competent to ^' com- 
promise," or " relieve," or which might, under a loose construction, be 
the same thing, enter, in that connection, into a consideration of the 
broad " ends of public justice." 

My view of the effect of the act of 1874 upon section 838 is, that 
the United States attorney may wholly abstain from proceeding only 
where he thinks that the case cannot be '^ sustained f that in other 
cases he must honafide initiate proceedings; that in both cases he 
should still report the facts to the Secretctry and receive ^directions" 
still, the only change being that these '' directions," if coinciding with 
the views of the report, wilU in cases other than such as cannot be 
^^ sustained," be directions forbidding a further prosecution, instead of 
acquiescing in such a course already taken below ; whilst, as regards 
cases reported not sustainable j such << directions" will still be mere 
aoquieseence. This constitutes the Secretary the only judge of what 
the ends of public justice require, whilst it leaves the attorney to pass 
upon such professional matters as are involved m the question whether 
a case can be sustained. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. F. PHILLIPS, 

Solicitor OeneraL 

Approved : 

Edws. Pibbbepokt, 

Attorney General. 



(2515.) 
Goods Shipped on Transportation Entry—Owner'^ s Oath. 

Tbeasuby Dbpabtmbnt, November 23, 1876. 

Sib : I am in receipt of your communication of the 13th instant, in- 
quiring whether, in cases where merchandise reshipped under trans- 
portation entry from one port in the United States to another, the 
consignee can make a rewarehousiug entry by attorney ; and if so, 
whether a bond is required in that connection for the production of 
the owner's oath, reference being made to Department's circular No. 
113 of the 28th of August, 1873, and articles 316 and 645 of the Treas- 
ury Kegulations of 1874. 
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With reference thereto I would state that the rewarehoasing may 

be made by a daly constituted agent in the absence of his principal, 

but under such circumstances no bond will be required for the prodnc-, 

tion of an owner's oath, the latter proceeding being required only in 

connection with the original entry upon the first importation of the 

goods. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BBI8T0W, 

Secretary. 
Collector of Customs, Brownsville, Texas. 



(2516.) 
Invoices of Goods for Centennial Hxhibition. 

Treasury Department, November 24, 1876. 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communi- 
cation of the 16th instant, transmitting copies of despatch Ko. 137 
from the United States consul general at Berlin, and of a communica 
tion addressed to him by Mr. Jacobi, of the German Centennial Com 
mission, in regard to the verification of invoices of goods to be sent 
from the German Empire to the Centennial Exhibition at Philadelphia 
in 1876. 

Mr. Jacobi, after referring to the difficulties which would attend an 
enforcement of the original instructions of this Department requiring 
invoices of goods shipped for the exhibition to be certified to by the 
consul at the place from which such goods are sent, inquires whether, 
in cases where the exhibitors combine together in shipping their goods 
to the United States for the purposes indicated, a consolidated invoice 
may not be received which shall cover all such goods, such invoice to 
be declared to by the party shipping the goods from the port where 
they leave the German Empire for the United States. 

With reference thereto I beg leave to state that a consolidated in- 
voice in the form proposed by Mr, Jacobi cannot be allowed, for the 
reason that under some circumstances it might be necessary to identify 
the goods belonging to the respective owners. It is presumed, how 
ever, that the difficulties referred to may be obviated by allowing the 
shipper of such goods to declare to the invoice of each exhibitor as his 
agent, the invoice being verified by one of the commissioners for the 
exhibition appointed by the Government of the German Empire or by 
a United States consul, at the election of the party declaring to such 
invoice. 
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Similar privileges will of coarse be allowed to shippers of goods from 
other coaatries uader like circamstances. 

InstractioQs ia accordaace with the views above expressed will be 
issaed to the collectors of customs at the designated ports of the Uai- 
ted States to which merchandise intended for the Centennial Exhibition 
may be shipped from foreign countries. 

In this connection I trs^nsmit herewith a copy of Department's cir- 
cular of the 1st instant, superseding all previous regulations governing 
the free importation of goods intended for the Centennial Exhibition, 
and such circular will be construed in the light of the views hereinbe- 
fore expressed. 

£ have the honor to remain, sir, your obedient servant, 

B. H. BBISTOW, 

Secretary of the Treasury. 
The Hon. Hamilton Fish, 

Secretary of State. 



(2617.) 
Pencil Leade — Olaasification of. 
Treasury Department, November 24, 1876. 

Sir: Your letter of the 20th instant is received, further reporting 
upon the appeals, hereinafter mentioned and described, of Berolzhei- 
mer. lUfelder & Beickerdorfer, from your decision assessing duty at 
the rate of 36 per centum ad valorem, (with 10 per cent, reduction,) 
where the importation occurred prior to March 3, 1876, on certain so- 
called black lead for pencils, which the importers claim to be only lia- 
ble to duty at £he rate of 20 per centum ad valorem. 

The merchandise which is the subject of these appeals the appraiser 
reports to be not &2ac& 2ea<2 for .pencils, but pencil points, manu&ctured 
of plumbago or graphite, not a metal, but a mineral substance, the 
same being identical with the merchandise which by Department de- 
cision of February 26, 1876, (not published,) was held to be liable to 
duty at the rate of 20 per centum ad valorem, as articles manufactured 
in whole or in part, not otherwise provided for, under the provisions of 
section 2616 of the Bevised Statutes. 

You are, therefore, authorized to adjust the following entries in ac- 
cordance with said decision, as it appears that the law relating to pro- 
test and appeal was duly complied with by the said importers thereon. 
• • •• • • • • 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BBISTOW, Secretary. 
COLLEOTQR OF CUSTOMS, New Yorkj N. Y. 
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(2618.) 
Djfed M088 — Classification of, 

Tbbasubt Depabtmbnt, November 29, 1876. 

Sib: I am in receipt of your letter of the 12tb instant, and accom- 
panying documents, relative to the appeal (No. 4983 d) of Messrs. A. 
Boelker & Co. from your decision assessing dnty at the rate of 60 per 
centnm ad valorem on certain so-called ^^ crude dried moss " imported 
by them in the vessels and entered at the dates named in their said 
appeal, and claimed to be a non-enumerated manufactured article duti- 
able at 20 per centum ad valorem. 

It appears. from the special report of the appraiser that ^< the article 
in question, dyed or undyed, crude or prepared, has long been imported 
and used by manufacturers in the making of artificial flowers, • • • 
subject, as such, to a. duty of 60 per centum ad valorem, which has 
been our invariable classification." 

In accordance with this view, it appears that you assessed duty 
thereon under the provision of Schedule M of the Revised Statutes, - 
for '' artificial and ornamental flowers, ovj^arts thereof of whatever ma- 
terial composed, not otherwise provided for." 

With reference thereto, I have to state that, in the view of the De- 
partment, the article in question, which, upon examination of sam- 
ples, appears to have been dyed and prepared, was properly classified 
by you as aforesaid. 

In this connection, however, I would call your attention to Depart- 
ment's decision of November 9, 1874, (Synopsis No. 1994j) in which it 
is stated in substance that artificial flowers, as commercially known, 
are always prepared of materials not in any case natural products, but 
wholly manufactured, and to say that while the position thus taken 
by the Department is still considered as a general rule correct, yet it 
does not apply to the particular case in question, for the reason that 
the dyeing and other process of manufacture through which the mate- 
rial has gone renders it a manufactured article and not a natural pro- 
duct. 

Your decision in the premises is, therefore, hereby affirmed. 
I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BBISTOW, 

Secretary. 
Oollbotob op Customs, New Yorky N. Y. 
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(2619.) 
Musical Strings of Out — Classification of. 

Tbbasust Depabtmsnt, November 29, 1876. 

Sm : Beferring to Department letter to you, dated August 2S, 1876, 
(Synopsis 2415,) in which the opinion is expressed that '' musical strings 
of gut covered with silk" are only dutiable at 30 per cent, ad vaiore^, 
yon are informed that such expression of opinion is not to have tbe 
force or effect of a decision, and should the question arise in connec- 
tion with an actual importation, you will submit the same to thi^ 
Department 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BBISTOW, 

Secretary. 
Oqllegtob of Customs, New York. 
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TO OOLLEOTOES OF CUSTOMS. 



Tbeasubt Dbpastment, 

Wa9hinfftan, V. (7., January 4, 1876. 
The following Decisions of the Department for the month of De- 
cember, 1875, apon tUe construction to be given to Acts of Congress 
relating to the Tariff, Navigation, and other subjects, are published 
herewith for the information and guidance of Officers of the Customs. 

B. H. BBISTOW, 

Secretary. 



(2520.) 
Judgmenti—Remiesum of, 

Tbeasuby Department, December 1, 1875. 

Sib: This Department is in receipt of the petition, accompanied by 
a summary statement of facts by the judge of the district court of the 
United States for Southern New York, in the matter of the application 
of Herman Funcke for relief from judgment on certain custom-house 
bonds. The petition appears to have been presented under the pro- 
visions of the act of June 22, 1874, (18 Stats., 186,) which authorizes 
the Secretary of the Treasury to remit any fine, penalty, forfeiture, or 
disability incurred under the customs-revenue laws, but which does 
not authorize a remission in a case like the present. 

It is suggested that proceedings, if any, should have been taken 
under section 3469 of the Bevised Statutes, and that it might be of 
advantage to you to confer with the United States district attorney in 
regard to the matter. 

Very respectfully, 

O. F. BUBNAM, 

AgeisiAmt Secretai^. 

C. F. Peck, Esq., New York. 

31 
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(2621.) 
Cotton Towels-^Olasfifieation of, 

TBifiASUBT DsPABTMENT, December 1, 1875. 

Sm: Yoar letter of the 11th instant is received, reporting on the 
appeal (4775 d) of George Hughes & Co. from yoar decision assessing 
duty at the rate of 5 and 5^ cents per square yard on certain brown 
aod bleached cotton towels, imported per " Erin,^ " Celtic," " Baltic,'* 
(three entries,) and ^'EnglaQd," in May ; ^^ Spain" (two entries) and 
<< England" (two entries) in June, and '' Bussia" in April, 1875. 

It appears, upon an investigation of the matter and an examination 
of samples, that the said towels are manufactures of cottop, counting 
lest than 100 threads to the square inch, weighing less t^han 5 ounces 
to the square yard, and costing less than. 25 cents per square yard, so 
that they are not specially provided for under any of the so-called 
countable clauses contained in Schedule A of the Bevised Statutes. It . 
also appears that the towels are bought and sold by the dozen and not 
by the yard, and that it was the practice for a long series of years to 
classify such goods (they not being enumerated in the countable 
clauses as aforesaid) as manufactures of cotton not otherwise provided 
for, at a duty of 35 per centum ad valorem. 

. After due consideration, the Department concurs in the views ex- 
pressed by the appraiser at your port, to the effect that goods of this 
description, as they are not countable cottons under the law, are abso- 
lutely provided for at the rate of 35 per centum ad valorem, as other 
manufactures of cotton under (Heyl, 932) said Schedule A of the Re- 
vised Statutes, and therefore that the appeal of the importers is well 
taken. 

Yod are therefore authorized to adjust the said entries accordingly, 
and also the entries embraced in the following appeals heretofore trans- 
mitted by you to the Department. 

• . • . • • • • • 

I am, very respectfully, 

CHAS. F. CONANT, 

Acting Secretary. 

GoLLBOTOB OP CUSTOMS, New York. 
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(2522.) 
Goods in bond from New Haven to Canada^ via New Torh, 

Teeasuey Department, December 1, 1875. 

Sib: The Department is informed that yoa permit merchandise to 
be shipped from New Haven, via New York, in bond ito Suspension 
Bridge, to be there re-entered for exportation. 

It appears that the merchandise aforesaid is shipped by propeller to 
a point on the East river and thence by lighters to a point of railroad 
connection on the North river, the transshipment at New York not 
being ander the supervision of a customs officer. 

This practice the Department deems incorrect, inasmuch as no au- 
thority is given by its regulations for the shipment of goods in bond 
from New Haven to a port on the northern, northeastern, or north- 
western frontiers of the United States. 

The proper course would be to allow the transportation of the mer- 
chandise to New York, there to be re-entered for transportation. 

Please acknowledge the receipt of this letter. 

Very respectfully, 

0. F. BUENAM, 
Assistant Secretary. 
CoLLBOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Neio Haven^ Conn. 



. (2623.) 
Cotton Quilts embroidered with wool — Duty on. 

Tbeasuby Department, December 1, 1875. 
Sib : Your letter of the 22d of October last is received, transmitting 
the appeal (ff}f ttJ of Lawson Bros, from your decision assessing duty 
at the rate of 50 cents per pound and 35 per centum ad valorem on 
certain so-called cotton quilts, imported per '* Eepublic,'' July 26, 1875, 
claimed to be only dutiable at the rate of 35 per centum ad valorem. 

It appears upon examination of samples that the quilts in question, 
although manufactured mainly of cotton, are embroidered with wool, 
so that they are liable to the rates of duty enacted for manufactures of 
wool, under the. provision (Heyl, 1162) for '^ all manufactures of wool 
of every description, made wholly or in part of wo<d, not herein other- 
wise provided for," and in accordance with the principle enuqciated in 
Department decision of July 31, 1875, (Synopsis 2374.) 
Your decision is therefore affirmed. 

I am, very respectfully, 

OHAS. F. OONANT, 

Acting Secretary. 
GoLLBOTOB OF CUSTOMS, New Fork. 
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(2524.) 
Centennial Uxhibition, 

Tbeasuby Department, December 1, 1876. 

Sib : The question having been presented for the decision of this 
Department by A. T. Goshorn, Esq., Director General of the Interna- 
tional Exhibition of 1876, as to how far foreign Governments acting as 
exhibitors at the exhibition will be expected to conform to the customs 
regulations respecting invoices and entry of articles to be exhibited l)y 
them, I have the honor to request you to inform him that in case the 
articles intended for exhibition are Government property, used solely 
for Government purposes and not intended for sale in this country, they 
will be admitted to entry upon a certificate to that effect by the com- 
missioner for the International Exhibition of the Government to which 
such prox)erty belongs, and the usual oaths will be waived. 

Articles owned and exhibited by foreign Governments, not embraced 
in the above description, will be subject to the rules prescribed for 
similar importations by private individuals. 

I have the honor to remain, sir, your obedient servant, 

OHAS, F. CONANT, 

Acting Secretary. 
Hon. Z. Ghandleb, 

Secretary of the Interior, Washingtony D. 0. 



(2525.) 
Ammoon Eoop-Iron returned as Ties — Duty on, 

Tbeasuby- Dbpabtment, December 1, 1876. 

Sib : I am in receipt of your letter of the 22d ultimo, in which you 
inquire, first, whether certain hoop-iron of American manufacture ex- 
ported from the United States as strapping for cotton bales, can be 
returned free of duty under the provision in the free list, Bevised 
Statutes, for the free entry of '^ articles, the growth, produce, and 
matiufacture of the United States, when returned in the same condi- 
tion as exported,^' and secondly, in case it cannot be admitted free, 
whether ^e same duty should be assessed thereon as on new goods of 
the same character. In view of the fact that the said hoop-iron would 
not be returned in the same condition as exported, and that in the case 
of "American manufactures of casks, barrels, or carboys and other 
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vessels, and grain-bags," exported filled with American prodace 
and returned empty, a special provision of law has been deemed nece»- 
«ary to secure their exemption from payment of duty, the Department 
is of opinion that the hoop-iron in question cannot properly be admitted 
to free entry as an American manufacture exported and returned. ~ 

In reply to your second inquiry I would inform yon that the said 
hoop-iron would be liable to the same duty as if it were an original 
importation. 

In this connection I would call your attention to the Department's 
decision of July 31, 1868, (Synopsis Ko. 181,) in regard to iron cotton- 
ties, and suggest that if the said hoop-iron is in fact iron cotton-ties, 
that it should be classified for duty at the rate of 35 per cent, ad 
valorem. 

I am, very respectfully, 

OHAS. F. CONANT, 



Acting Seoretary. 



OoLLEOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Femondina^ Fla. 



(2526.) 
Paokagea — Carding of. 

Tbbasxjbt Dbpabtmbkt, Deeemh^ 1, 1875. 

Sib : I am in receipt of your letter of the 26th ultimo, relative to the 
cording and sealing of packages of merchandise intended for trans- 
portation and exportation in bond. 

In reply I have to say that the preparation of packages for shipment 
is a matter t>f interest to the shippers only. 

The Department simply requires that all packages presented shall 
be properly corded, and in accordance with circular instructions of July 
22, 1875, yon will collect for each seal a fee of eight cent$j and account 
therefor in your returns to the Department. 
I am, very respectfully, 

OHAS. F. OONANT, 

Acting Secretary. 
OoLLBOTOB OP CUSTOMS, Detroit, Mich. 
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(2627.) 
Cotton and Linen Mixed Goods. 

Tbeasuby Department, December 2, 1875. 

Sib : I have to acknowledge the receipt of your report of the 5th of 
Jaly last and accompanyiDg docaments, in relation to the appeal (iN'o. 
4404 d) of Messrs. Anderson, Olsen & Co. from yodr decision assessing 
duty at the rate of 6^ cents per sqaare yard and 15 per centam ad 
valorem on certain foar cases of goods imported from Hamburg per 
'^ Gimbria," via New York, and shipped under immediate transiK)rta- 
tion bond No. 1809 to your port on the 18th of May last. 

It appears that the appraiser returned these goods as subject to the 
duty aforesaid, under the provision of Schedule A of theCodified Tariff 
(Heyl, No. 925) for manufactures of cotton, colored, stained, painted, 
or printed ; whereas the appellants claim that said goods have linen 
for chief value, and should therefore be chargeable with duty under 
the provision of SchMule of the Codified Tariff for manufactures 
of which flax is the component material of chief value, not otherwise 
provided for, valued at less than 30 cents per square yard, and there- 
fore subject to duty at the rate of 35 per centum ad valorem. 

With reference thereto I have to state that the appraising officer at 
New York, to whom this question was referred, with the sample in the 
case, concurs with the appraiser at your port that the goods in ques- 
tion have cotton as a component material of chief value, and conse- 
quently the same cannot be classified under the provision for manufac- 
tures of which flax is of chief value, as claimed by the appellants. 

It being understood that your action in assessing duty as aforesaid,, 
upon the goods in question as " cotton" goods, was in accordance with 
the rule of classification laid down in section 2499 of the Bevised Stat- 
utes, said goods, although composed of cotton and linen, being assimi* 
lated to cotton goods, your action in the premises is hereby affirmed. 
I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BBISTOW, 

Secretary. 

GOLLEOTOB OF CUSTOMS, OhicogOj 111 
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(2528.) 

American Teams returned from abroad. 

Treasury Department, December 2, 1875. 

8iR : I am in receipt of your letter of the 26th ultimo, submitting 
the affidavit of Mr. Patrick McOreagh in regard to the exaction of duty 
on certain horses, wagons, and harness imported by him at your, port 
July 27, 1874. 

From the affidavit of Mr. McCreagh and his application of April 13 
last, it appears that he has been for some time and is now in the em- 
ploy of contractors for the construction of railroads, and other public 
works as the foreman of a gang of laborers, using in such employment 
certain teams and wagons which belonged to him ; that he was so en- 
gaged in the fall and summer of 1873, and hearing that work was to be 
done on the Welland canal in Canada, he proceeded there with certain 
teams, wagons, &c., viz: six old work-horses, four carts, tbree old 
lumber- wagons, and five sets of old harness; that he notified the col- 
lector of customs at Fort Erie, Canada, and at Buffalo that he intended 
to return to the United States with the said property as soon as he 
stopped work on the canal, and that on his return to your port he was 
required to pay duty thereon. 

In view of the facts above stated, the Department is of opinion that 
on presenti^tion of satisfactory evidence that the said teams, wagons, 
&c., are of domestic origin, (which fact is not explicitly stated in the 
affidavit,) and that they are returned in substantially the same condi- 
tion as exported, they should be admitted to entry free of duty, and 
on receipt of such evidence yon are authorized to reliquidate the entry 
accordingly, and to forward a certified statement for the refund of the 
duties exacted thereon. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BBISTOW, 

Secretary. 

OoLLEoa?OR OP Customs, Buffiiloj K. Y. 



(2529.) 
Washed Wools — Duty on. 

Treasury Department^ December 2, 1875. 
Sir: Beferring to my communication under the date of the 10th 
ultimo, with reference to certain instructions contained in Depart- 
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ment's letter of October 26 last, relative to the imposition of double 
duty on washed wools, 1 have to state that having given the subject 
further consideratioa in its legal aspect, as involving a question of 
statutory construction, I have amved at the conclusion hereinafter 
stated. 

Upon a comparison of the provisions relating to wool, as contained 
in the respective tariff acts of June 30, 1864, March 2, 1867, and 
June 22, 1874, the latter being the revised or codified tariff now in 
force, it will be perceived that in the latter an important change was 
made in the relative position of some of the provisions bearing on the 
question at issue, viz., whether washed wools of the second and third 
classes should or should not pay double the duty to which the same 
classes would be respectively subject if imported unwashed. 

The act of 1864 contained a provision imposing the highest rate of 
duty on wools then established, viz., 12 cents per pound and 10 per 
centum ad valorem, on all wool <4mported in any other than the ordi- 
nary condition," &c., but contained no discriminating provision with 
regard to washed wools eo nomine. 

The act of 1867 repeated the provision relating to wools imported in 
other than their ordinary condition, but, instead of affixing a specific 
rate of duty as before, provided that, under such circumstances, dou« 
ble duty should be exact;ed. This modified provision was followed by 
a further provision relating exclusively to washed wools of the first 
class, and to scoured wools of all classes. 

In the revised or codified tariff of 1874 all the provisions of the act 
of 1867 are reproduced, but in different positions, and in such combi- 
nations as to leave it apparently an open question to what^xtent Con- 
gress intended to discriminate between the different classes of washed 
and unwashed wools. The provision relating to washed wools of the 
first class, instead of following, as it did in the act of 1867, the general 
provisions relating to wools of all classes, now precedes them, and the 
provision relating to wools imported in other than the ordinary condi- 
tion, which, both in the act of 1864 and that of 1867, preceded those re- 
lating to scoured and washed wools, now follows them as a concluding 
general provision relating to all classes of wools. 

In view of this fact the Department was of opinion that Congress 
intended there should be no discrimination with respect to washed 
and unwashed wools, as between the different classes thereof. Hence 
the ruling on this point contained in the instructions communicated to 
you under date of the 26th of October last. 

It must be conceded, however, that there is no e^idence before the 
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Department, outside of tbe statute, showing that Congress, in passing 
the revised or codified tariff of 1874, althongh it changed the position 
of the provisions in question, intended thereby to alter or disturb the 
effect of previous legislation, especially as it made no change in the 
language of former acts. 

Other questions of construction have arisen under the act of 1874, 
as the result of bringing together provisions contained in different 
prior acts. A prominent illustration of this fact is found in Schedule 
K, where a provision for " timber, hewn or sawed,'' taken from the act 
of 1861, is immediately followed by a provision for " timber, square or 
sided, not otherwise provided for," taken from the act of 1872, the 
duty under the former being ad valorem, and under the latter specific, 
while it is generally conceded that the two descriptive phrases used 
mean substantially the same thing. 

The Attorney General has expressed the opinion, in substance, that 
where there is an ambiguity or apparent conflict in the act of 1874, re- 
course may be had to previous acts for the purpose of explaining am- 
biguous, or reconciling conflicting, provisions. 

Referring, under these circumstances, to the act of 1867, and to the 
provision therein contained, imposing double duty on wools of the first 
class when imported washed, and triple duty upon wools of all.classes 
when imported scoured, and to the fact that such pro vision /oZfow« the 
general one relating to the importation of wools in any other than 
their ordinary condition, I am of opinion that, in the absence of indu- 
bitable evidence showing clearly the intent of Congress to change the 
pre-existing law, the only evidence of such intent being found in a 
change in the relative position of certain provisions contained in former 
acts, the Department is not warranted in departing from the construc- 
tion of those acts which has hitherto prevailed, but should rather leave 
for legislative action any defects in the existing law which may seem 
to need correction. 

You will, therefore, regard the said instructions, under date of Octo- 
ber 26 last, relating to the imposition of double duty on washed 
wx)ols, as hereby rescinded. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW. 

Secretary. 

Collector of Customs, Boston^ Mass. 
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(2530.) 
Lead Seals a^d Wires. 

TBEASirBT Department, December 2, 1875. 

On the receipt of this circular and of the articles to be furnished as 
mentioned below, yon will discontiune the use of >Mocks and glass seals'^ 
on railway cars, and instead thereof attach << lead seals and wires and 
metallic tags.'' 

The tags should be carefully fastened upon the wire, the impress of 
the dies in the presses distinctly made upon the seals, and the number 
of the tag of the car and the '^ initial of ownership" registered by the 
sealing officer previous to the departure of the car. 

At each station where cars are Inspected by customs officers, or 
where they or their contents are transferred, the inspector will punch 
the number on the tag corresponding to that of his inspection station, 
and at the end of the route the tags and seals will be removed by a 
customs officer, who will cause the tags to be preserved for inspection 
by the officer who may be designated by the Department. 

Transfers as aforesaid will be made only under the supervision of a 
customs officer, who will attach a new tag and remove and preserve 
the old one as above directed. 

Before sealing any car the officer will ascertain that a <' customs 
card" has been posted thereon, as required by Department's circular 
addressed to managers of bonded railway lines of the 16th instant. 

The necessary wires, seals, presses, and dies will be furnished by 
the Department, and the utmost care in their use and a strict com- 
pliance with these regulations are enjoined upon all customs officers 
concerned. 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 

COLLEOTOKS OF CUSTOMS AND OTHERS. 



(2531.) 
Penal T nnage Tax. 
. Treasury Department, December 3, 1875. 

Sir : Your communication of the 27th ultimo was duly received, 
transmitting the protest of V. B. Ifhillbrook, master of the schooner 
<< Senator Qrlmes," of Calais, Maine, against the exaction at your port 
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of a penal tonnage tax- on the vessel of $37 41, (this tax haying been 
oolleoted ander section 4371^ Eevised Statates, and computed upon an 
estimate of thirty (30) cents per ton,) and a fine of fifty (50) dollars, 
under section 4325 of the same statutes, for non-surrender of license 
within the time required bylaw. 

In his protest) bearing date the 23d ultimo, the master claims that 
the exaction, both of the fine and tax, was illegal on the ground that, 
the license having expired while the sehoon^ was absent from her 
home port, he was permitted, by the |at) visions of section 4325, Be- 
vised Btatikes^ to hold his license and deliver it to the collector of the 
home port within three dkys after his arrival there, and that till such 
arrival and a failure to make such surrend^ of the license neither fine 
nor tax could be legally collected. 

You are informed that the law contemplates four cases of expiration 
of license in which a failure to surrender it may carry certain 
I>enalties — 

1. The expiration of the license by limitation of time when the ves- 
sel is at sea, followed by an arrival in a district other than her home 
district and a departure thence without ^ surrender. 

2. Th^ expiration of the license by limitation when a vessel is in 
her home district. 

3. The expiration of the license by $aie of the vessel when she is 
absent from her home district 

4. The expiration of the lice ) by limitation of time when the ves* 
sel is at sea, followed by an arrival in her home district previoiis to an 
arrival in any other district 

A fifth case, not expressly mentioned in the statutes, is by impli- 
cation covered by the first case above described, namely, that of. the 
expiration of the license, not by sale, but by lapse of time, while the 
vessel is in a district other than her home district, and where there' is 
no surrender. These cases are both provided for by section 4371, Be- 
vised Statutes, and involve either a penal tonnage tax or a forfeiture, 
as the character of the cargo shall determine. 

In the last three cases failure to surrender a license subjects the 
master to a fine of fifty dollars under section 4325, Bevised Statutes. 
But this fine does not attach to a failure to surrender in the first dis- 
trict of arrival, the license having expired when the vessel was at sea, 
nor to a failure to surrender when the vessel, at the expiration of 
license by lapse of time, was in a district other than her home district 

Your deputy reports that the ^^ Senator Grimes" license was dated 
November 15, 1874, and that she sailed from Weehawken, New Jersey, 
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on the 17th altimo, two days after the expiration of her license. For 

the failare to sarrender, the master, therefore, became liable to a penal 

tonnage tax of $1 30 per ton, (see Decision 19 o. 2399 in the Synopsis 

bearing dat« September 1, 1875,) but was not liable to a fine of fifty 

dollars. 

You will therefore account for this last-mentioned sum (which was 

taken as a fine) and for the $37 41 additional, as being tonnage dues ; 

but inasmuch as the master does not appear to have wilfully violated 

the law, you will not seek to collect the residue of the penal tax which 

should have been taken had you computed what was due as tax on the 

basis of $1 30 per ton. . Please report your action. 

Very respectfully, 

B. H. BBISTOW, 

Secretary. 
GoLLEOTOB OP CUSTOMS, Newport^ B. I. 



(2632.) 
Ohurch Bells — Duty on. 

Tbbasubt Dbpabtment, December 3, 1875. 

SiB: I am in receipt of your letter of the 29th ultimo, in which you 
inquire what the rate of duty on church bells is under the present 
tariff, and whether the frames in which they are to be hung will be 
liable to duty upon importation and at what rate. 

In reply I would inform you that bells are not specifically provided 
for in the tariff, and are, therefore, liable to duty according to their 
component materials either at the rate of 35 per centum ad valorem 
under the provision in section 2504, Revised Statutes, for manufactures, 
articles, vessels, and wares not otherwise provided for, of brass, iron, 
lead, pewter, and tin, or other metal, (except gold, silver, platina, 
copper, and steel,) or of which either of these metals shall be the com- 
ponent material of chief value," or at the rate of 46 per centum ad valo- 
i*em, under the provision in said section of law for ^< all manufactures 
of copper, or of which copper shall be a component of chief value, not 
otherwise provided for.'^ 

An examination by the proper officers of the customs would be 
. necessary to determine which of safd rates should be applied to the 
bells which you propose to import. 

The frames in which the bells are to be hung would be liable to duty 
as ^' manufactures, of wood, or of which wood is the chief component 
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part," at the rate of 35 per oentam ad valorem, it is presamed, bat this 

also coald only be determined by actaal etamination by the castoms 

officers. 

I am, very respectfully, 

C. F. BUENAM, 



Bev. E. A. Hoffman, D. D., 

Philadelphia, Pa. 



A$Hstant Secretary, 



(2633.) 
Cotton Handkerchiefi — Duty on. 

Tbeasubt Dbpabtment, December 4, 1875. 

Sib : Yonr letter of the 24th ultimo is received, farther reporting on 
the appeals (4888 d) of Whiteside Bros., (5248 d) A. D. Napier & Co., 
and (5349 d) Wilson & Bradbury from your decision assessing duty at 
the rates of 5^ cents per square yard on bleached and 5^ cents per 
square yard and 20 per centum ad valorem on colored cotton hand- 
kerchiefs imported per << Russia," July 15, << Gastalia," March 30, and 
" City of Paris," June 9, 1875, respectively. 

It appears fh>m the special report of the appraiser that the goods in 
question consist of bleached and colored handkerchiefs, hemmed and 
in separate pieces, which are bought and sold by the dozen handker- 
chiefs and not by the yard, the same being articles worn (or used) by 
men, women, and children, made up and ready for use, and not speci- 
ally provided tor by name in the tariff acts, which the importers claim 
to be liable to duty at the rate of 35 per centum ad valorem. 

After due consideration of the question involved, the Department is 
of opinion that the said appeals are well taken, as the goods are evi- 
dently not such fabrics as are provided for in the countable cotton 
clauses, but, being articles made up and ready for use, are provided 
for under the clause (Heyl, 1238) for <^ articles worn by men, women, 
or children, of whatever material composed, except silk and linen, 
(and wool,) made up or made wholly or in part by hand, not otherwise 
provided for," at a duty of 35 per centum ad valorem. 

This opinion is in accordance with the ruling of the Department of 
March 17, 1875, by which certain hemmed cotton mufflers, so called, 
were held to be liable to duty under the said provision of law« 

You are therefore directed to adjust the entries accordingly. 

I am, very respectfhlly, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 
OoLLBOTOB OP CUSTOMS, New York. 
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(?534.) 
Onyx Beads — Olasaification of. 

Tbeasubt Dbpabtmbnt, December 4, 1S75. 

Sib : Your letter of the 27th ultimo is received, transmitting the 
appeal (^m ill.) dated October 4, 1876, of J. Wertheimber from your 
decision assessing duty at the rate of 50 per centum ad valorem on 
certain so-called precious stones, imported per ^^Bhein" in September 
last, which the importer claims to be only liable to duty at the rate of 
10 per centum ad valorem. 

It appears from the special report of the appraiser that the articles 
in question consist of pieces of onyx cut in oval shape so as to fit them 
for use as beads or bead ornan:ents, and to render them dutiable at 
the rate of 50 per centum ad valorem under th^ provision (Hey 1, 1201) 
in Schedule M of the Eevised Statutes ^' for all beads and bead orna- 
ments except amber." 

Under. thejBC circumistances, and even Emitting that onyx is a pre- 
cious stone, as claimed by the importer, the Department decides that 
the merchandise was properly classified for duty under the said pro- 
vision of law. 

Your decision is therefore affirmed. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BBISTOW, 

Secretary. 

COLLEOTOB OF CUSTOMS, New TorJc. 



(2535.) 
Imitationa ofPreciotut StoneSj not set — Duty on. 

Tbbasttby Depabtmbnt, December 4, 1875. 

Sib : Your letter of the 8th ultimo is received, transmitting the ap- 
-pesA (6778 d) of J. Wertheiinber from your decision assessing duty at the 
rate of 40 per centum ad valorem, less 10 per cent., on certain compo- 
sition glass or paste imported per " America,'' November 17, " Holsa- 
tia," December 3, " Oimbria," December 12, and "Neckar,'* December 
22, 1874, which the importer claims to be only liable to 10 per centum 
ad valorem duty. 

With regard to the entries per " Holsatia" and •< Neckar,'^ the De- 
partment cannot entertain the said appeal, as it appears from your 
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report that the importer failed to comply with the requirements of 
law concerniDg protest and appeal on those entries. 

In regard to the question involved in the remaining importations, 
the Department has to say that the apl>eal is well taken, and that the 
merchandise, which is reported by the appraiser to consist of " compo- 
sitions of glass or paste not set," is liable to duty at the rate of 10 per 
centum ad valorem, under the special provision therefor, contained in 
(Heyl, 1248) Schedule M of the Bevised Statutes, and Department's 
decision on the 8:^me question of June 19, 1875, (not published.) 

Ton are, therefore, authorized to adjust the entries per << America" 
and '^Oimbria" in accordance with such decision. 
I am, very respectfully. 

By order: 0. F. BURNAM, 



CoiXBCTOB OF Customs, i^eu^ York. 



Assistant Secretary. 



(2530.) 
Currency in Invoices. 

TsEASUBT Department, December 4, 1875. 

Sir: I have received your letter of the 21st of October last, trans- 
mitting an invoice of certain iron imported by the Washbume and 
Moen Manufacturing Company from Gothenburg, the value of the 
merchandise being exhibited in the invoice in pounds sterling ; in 
kronesj the currency of Sweden ; and (in the consular certificate to the 
invoice) in dollars of the United States. 

It appears that yon declined to receive this invoice, and required a 
bond from the consignees containing a condition that another invoice 
should be produced stating the value in hrones only, and complying in 
all respects with the regulations.' 

In reply to your request for instructions, you are informed that the 
circumstances of the case appear to render it impracticable to comply 
with the condition of the bond, inasmuch as the merchandise was paid 
for in pounds sterling,, and not. in the. currency of Sweden. 

Section 2838, Revised Statutes, requires that an invoice shall be 
made out in the currency of the place or conntr}' whence the importa- 
tion shall be made, and section 2854 provides that the owner shall de- 
clare that the cuirency in which the invoice is made out is the currency 
which was actually paid for the merchandise. This declaration the 
owner could not make if the invoice exhibited the value of the goods 
in krones only. 
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In an analogons case it was decided by the Department that where 
a country has a single standard of value, the ^< currency of the conn- 
try'' and the *< currency actually paid" must be considered equivalent 
terms, even though in the settlement of accounts no money actually 
passed, or the transaction was closed by the acceptance of a sterling 
draft, and the Secretary of State was informed that invoices represent- 
ing currencies of countries other than that of exportation should be 
rejected by consuls. 

This rule applies t6 invoices not exhibiting the currency of the coun- 
try whence the importation was made, but should not be held to gov- 
ern this case, in which the facts are such that the two sections of the 
law above cited can be complied with substantially only by the method 
employed in preparing the invoice produced. 

The Department is of opinion, therefore, that an invoice made out 
in the currency actually paid may be received by a collector of customs 
if it contain also a true statement of the actual cost of the merchandise 
in the currency of the country whence the goods were imported, and 
in all other respects complies with the law and regulations governing^ 
the subject. 

The invoice enclosed with your letter is returned herewith, and you 
are directed to cancel the bond above mentioned. 

In regard to the certificate of the consul, the Department has re- 
quested the Secretary of State to inform that officer that the cost 
stated therein should have been given in the currency of Sweden and 
not of the United States. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 

GoLLSOTOB OF CUSTOMS, BosUm^ Mass. 



(2537.) 
Varnish — Assesstnent of Duty on. 

Tbeasubt Department, Dscemher 6, 1875. 

Sib : Your letter of the 24th ultimo is received, transmitting the 
appeal (5727 d) of Walker and Benwick, from your decision assessing 
duty on certain varnish, imported per " Denmark," July 5, 1875, the 
appellants claiming that in liquidating the entry, you failed to allow 
for a deficiency in quantity caused by leakage during the voyage of 
importation. 
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Your report shows that by taking the gangers return of the package 
ordered to public store as the standard, the importation in question 
consisted of six hundred and thirty gallons, and not six hundred and 
three as claimed by the importers, and that it was upon such quantity 
of six hundred and thirty gallons that duty was assessed. Yon also 
state that the evidence shows that such quantity was actually landed. 

Under these circumstances the Department must affirm your decision, 
and reject the claim of the importers, which is based upon the theory 
of estimating the quantity in gallons from the weight in pounds of 
the said varnish, because, as you report, the correctness of the weigher's 
return is questionable as regards the allowance for tare, and also 
because, owing to differences in temperature, no satisfactory standard 
of weight to the gallon can be arrived at. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 
GOLLEOTOR OP CUSTOMS, New York. 



(2638.) ■ 
Wool 8hom from American Sheep abroad — Dutiable. 

Treasury Department, December 7, 1875. 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 
3d instant, submitting a communication from the collector of customs 
at San Diego, Gal.^ relating to the proper classification of certain de- 
scriptions of wool, imported at that port trom lower California, ou 
which duties are levied under instructions from this Department, of 
the 14th of October, 1875, directing the assessment of duty at the rate 
of 10 cents per pound and 11 per cent, ad valorem. 

It appears that the wool is taken from American sheep which have 
been driven to lower California to graze, and that the price obtained 
for it is less than the duties. 

Wool on the backs of such sheep is free, but if severed it is dutiable. 

The only question presented, therefore, tor solution by this Depart- 
ment, is as to the proper classification of the article. To ascertain 
this, the Department submitted samples to the appraisers at New York 
and Baltimore, both of whom report the wool to be embraced in the 
provision of law relating to wool of the first, dalss, on which, under 
Schedule L, section 2503, Revised Statutes, the duties above mentioned 
should be levied. 
32 
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After a carefal reconsideration of the case, I have been anable to 
perceive that this Department, under the law, is authorized to change 
or suspend the instructions referr^ to, or to afford any relief in the 
premises (prior to further legislation upon the subject) other than that 
already given by the admission, free, of the wool on the back of sheep 
exported and reimported, the reason for this permission being that it 
was impracticable to gr£lze the sheep in American territory, and, under 
the circumstances, the Department was willing to regfurd the wool, 
when returned upon the sheep's back, but not otherwise, as an Ameri- 
can product. 

I have the honor to remain, sir, your obedient servant, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Hon. A. A. Sargent, U. 8 Senate. 



(2539.) 
Transportation Charges on Entry. 

Tbbasuby Department, December 7, 1875. 

Sir: Your letter of the 17 th ultimo has been received, reporting on 
the application of David Lamb & Co., to be relieved from your claim 
for duties on charges for freight from Dundee to London on merchan- 
dise imported by them per ^^ Canada." 

The applicants state that by an agreement with the National Steam- 
ship Company of Liverpool, the merchandise was carried for them from 
Dundee to New York, via Loudon, " free on board," and the bill of lading 
sets forth that the freight is twenty shillings per ton from Dundee to 
New York. 

The statement, therefore, that no amount whatever was paid for the 
transportation from Dundee to London, while it inay be entirely con- 
sistent with tbe understanding of the contract as between the parties, 
cannot affect the legal aspect of the question, or warrant the Depart- 
ment in authorizing any relaxation of the rule laid down in its decision 
of November 20, 1874, (Synoptical series 2015.) 

Such transportation cahnot be made without an expenditure which 
adds to the dutiable value of the goods on shipboard at the port of 
departure for the United States, and it is immaterial by whom the cost 
of such transportation is borne 

The charge for inland transportation seems in this case to have been 
properly added to the invoice, and your action in the premises is there- 
fore approved. - 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 



OoLLBOTOR OP CUSTOMS, Ncfc YorJc. 



Secretary. 
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(2540.) 
Orochet Cotton on Spools — Duty on. 

Tbeasuby Department, December 7, 1875; 

SiB: Yoar letter of the 3d instant is received, reporting on the 
appeal (6681 <l) of Thomas Eussell ^m yoar decision assessing dnty 
at the rates of 6 cents per dozen spools and 30 per centum ad valorem, 
and 6 cents per dozen spools and 35 per centam, respectively, on cer- 
tain spool thread of cotton, imported per <^ Utopia," September 10, 
1875, which the importer claims to be crochet cotton and dutiable at 
the rate of 35 per centamf ad valorem, under the provision for ;<< manu- 
factures of cotton not otherwise provided for." 

It appears from the, special report of the appraiser, and an ezami&a^ 
tion of a sample, that the article in question is a twisted thread of 
cotton, wound on spools, containing under and over 100 yards to the 
spool, and that it is similar in all respects to the so-called << crochet 
cotton," which was the sulgect of Department's decision of June 12, 
1871, (not published,) wherein it was held to be dutiable, under the 
provision for ^^spool thread of cotton," &c., as assessed by you. 

Tour decision is therefore affirmed. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BBI8TOW, 

Seoretary. 

GOLLBOTOB OF CUSTOMS, New York. 



(2541.) 
Articles for use at Centennial Hxhibition. 

Tbbasubt Depabtmbnt, December 7, 1876. 

Sib: I am in receipt of your letter of the 2d instant, transmitting a 
letter from Sekizana Akekio, resident commissioner of the Imperial 
Japanese Commission, asking permission to enter free of ddty ifor the 
International Exhibition 304 plates of glass and 250 yards of cloth 
lining, imported by hini irom Liverpool, and intended for. finishing 
certain show-oases, now being prepared in your city« to contain arti- 
cles belonging to the Japanese Com^mission. 

From the statement of the commissioner it appears that, after his 
arrival in July last, it was determined to purchase some forty or fifty 
show-cases, to be used for the exhibition of products of Japan at the 
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Oenteimial Exhibition, and at the close of the Exhibition to export the 
aaid cases to Japan for use in the Yedo Museum of Art and Indastry, 
and that the plate glass and cloth lining are to be used in fitting np 
the said cases in the Exhibition bailding. 

The Department is of opinion that the said glads and cloth may be 
regarded as accessories to the exhibition of the articles inferred to aa 
products of Japan, and that they may properly be admitted to entry 
nnder the Department's rogulations of November 1, 1875, without re- 
quiring bond. You will, therofore, be governed accordingly. 
I am, very respectfully, 

B H. BRI8TOW, 

Secretary. 
CoiiLSOTOB OF Otjstomb, Philadelphia, Pa. 



(U542.) 
Betwme of Veeeels paying Tonnage Tax. 

TsBASTJBT Dbpabtment, December 8, 1875. 

You are hereby instructed to forward to the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury a monthly abstxact of the nationality of each ship or vessel pay- 
ing tonnage tax, which shall also embody the following: 



Name of veflsel. 


Big. 


Flag. 


Tods. 


Date of 
paymeut. 


Amoant paid. 


Penal tonnage dnty 
paid nnder aee. 
^1, B. 8. 




DoUan. 


Cto. 


. 

















Blanks for such abstracts will be furnished by the Department on 
requisition. The record of ^^rig" and of ^<penal tonnage tax" may be 
entered under the column of remarks in the books furnished by the 
Department, front which returns to the accounting officers are now 
compiled, until the supply on hand shall have been exhausted. This 
circular will take effect on the first of January' next. 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

accretary. 

€014^X0X088 AND SUBVBYOBS OF CUSTOMS. 
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(2643.) 

^^JSnfleuraged^ Oils — ClasHficatian of. 

Tbbasubt Depabtmbnt, December 8, ld75. 
. Bib : Your letter of the 1st instant is receiired, further reporting on 
bhe appeal (3195 <!) of J. M. Seele^ from your decision assessing duty 
at the rate of 20 per centum ad valorem on certain so-called oil of jas- 
mine, oil of rose, &c., imported into your port May 15, 1875. 

It appears from your report that the said merchandise, although 
claimed to be oil of jasmine, &c., contained in lard, for the purpose of 
transportation, is, in fact, pomade, consisting, as it does, Qf refined 
lard impregnated with such oils, and therefore that it is dutiable at 
the rate of 50 per centum ad valorem, under the special provision for 
^' pomades," contained in Schedule M of the Bevised Statutes. 

You also state that, being satisfied that the merchandise was *'a 
pomade within the meaning of the law,'' you caused the entry to be 
xeliquidated at the correct rate of duty, (50 per cent.^) and collected 
the additional duties from the importers. 

In view of the fEtcts stated the Department affirms your action in 
the premises. 

I am, very respectfully. 

By order: C. F. BUBNAM, 

A$9%8tant Secretary. 
OOLLBOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Detroity Mich. 



(2544.) 
Plaster Figures — Classification of. 

Tbbasuby Dbpabtmbnt, 2>0O0m50r 8, 1875. 

Sib : Your letter of the 2d instant is received, transmitting certain 
papers in relation to a difference of opinion between the appraisers at 
your port and Baltimore as to the classification of certain figures trans- 
ported to your port, in bond, consigned to Bev.'P. Beaudry. 

It appears that the said figures, which represent the Saviour and 
other sacred objects, and are made of plaster of paris and pulp, were 
classified at Baltimore as manufactures of papier-mach6 at a duty of 
35 per centum ad valorem, while at your port the appraiser is of opin- 
ion they should be classified under the provision (Heyl, 935) in Schedule 
B of the Bevised Statutes for '« all other earthen * * ware, com- 
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I>osed of earthy or mineral sabstances, and not otherwise provided for,'' 
at a duty of 40 per centum ad valorem. 

Upon due consideration of the matter, and an examination, of a 
sample of^the material composing the said figares, the Department i» 
satisfied that the classification made at your port is correct, as it is 
evident that the figures are either made of *^ plaster of paris " or of a 
material composed in great part of that substance. 

You are, therefore, directed to adjust the entry at your port accord- 
ingly, and to notify the collector at Baltimore of your action in the 

premises. 

I am, very respectfully, 

By order: 0. P. BURNAM, 



GOLLBOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Gkicogdy III 



ABsittant Secretary. 



(2546.) 
Oarriage of ExpUmve Substances upon Steam-veseels. 

Tbbasuby Depabtmbnt, December 8, 1875. 

Sm : Your letter of the 19th ultimo relative to the passenger steam- 
ship <^ Nereus," has been duly considered. 

Relative to the claim of the owners of the vessel that by refusing to 
take passengers on board they may lawfully receive as freight certain 
dangerous articles prohibited by section 4472, Revised Statutes, you 
are informed that a steamer having been, upon application of her mas- 
ter or owner, duly classified under the statute, cannot be divested of 
this character or relieved of the liabilities thereto pertaining except 
by the surrender and abandonment of her certificate. 

Very respectfully, 

CHA8. F. OONANT, 

Aeeistant Secretary. 
Addison Low, Esq., 

Supervising Inspector, 23 Pine street. New York. 



(2546.) 
Dutiable Charges on Entry. 

Tbbasuby Depabtmbnt, December 9, 1875. 

Sib : Your letter of the 24th ultimo is received, transmitting the 
appeal (7051 <2^ of Jordan, Marsh & Co. from your decision assessing 
duty on certain extraordinary charges connected with the importatton 
pf three cases cotton .hosiery imported per '< Parthia," June 28 last. 
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It aiipears that the charges in question consist of the expenses to 
which the importers were subjected by reason of having the said, goods 
(which were shipx>ed at Hamburg on through-bills of lading) seized 
and detained at Hull, in England, for an alleged infringement of a 
British trade-mark, thereby rendering it necessary, after their release, 
to have them sent back to Hamburg for reshipment. 

Upon due consideration of the matter, the Department concurs with 
you in the opinion that the said extraordinary charges are not such 
charges as form an element of the dutiable value of imported merchan- 
dise under section 2907 of the Bevised Statutes, and therefore, as they 
were added by the importers to their entry under protest, that they are 
not liable to duty. 

You are therefore authorized to adjust the entry accordingly. 

The invoice, &c., are herewith returned. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 



OOLLSOTOB OF OXJSTOMS, Bostony MoM. 



Secretary, 



(2547.) 
Parian Ware — Duty en. 

Tbsasuby Department, Deomnher 9, 1875. 

Sib: Your letter of 'the 4th instant is received, transmitting the 
appeal (7312<l) of B. Herder from your decision assessing duty at the 
rate of 45 per centum ad valorem on certain statuettes and figures, 
imported into your port, via New York, on the 4th ultimo, which the 
importer claims to be only dutiable at the rate of 40 per centum ad, 
valorem. 

It appears upon investigation and an examination of a sample that 
the said articles are called *' Parian ware," or so nearly resemble that 
description of merchandise that it is almost impossible to detect the 
dififeronce, as they are made from fine porcelain clay mixed with flint, 
and moulded, dried, and fired. 

The Department, therefore, decides that the merchandise was 
properly classified as '< Parian ware," at a dnt^ of 45 pei* centum ad 
valorem. 

Your decision is aftirmed. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BBISTOW, 

Secretary. 

SUBVEYOB OF CUSTOMS, 8t. LouiSj Mo» 
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,(2548.) 

Animals Imparted far Breeding PnrpoaeSn 

Treasury Dbpabtmbnt, December 9, 1876. 

The following extract, from Article 383 of the Begalations of this 
Department, is printed for the information of persons intending to 
import, for breeding purposes, animals from <^ beyond the seas :" 

*^Abt. 383. To admit to free entry < animals f^om beyond the seas,' 
when imported for breeding purposes, the owner thereof will be re- 
quired to produce to the collector at the port of importation, a certifi- 
cate from the United States consjil at the port of shipment, showing 
that the animals are, to the best of his information and belief, intended 
for such purpose, and also a statement of the owner, under oath, that 
the animals were purchased abroad and imported into the United 
fitates especially for breeding purposes. The collector must also be 
satisfied that the animals are of superior stock, adapted to improving 
the breed in the United States.'' 
• • • • • • • 

Customs officers are required to rigidly observe the provisions of 
said article; and should the certificate mentioned therein not be pre- 
sented on the entry of the animals at the custom-house, it will be 
necessary for the importer to give ft bond With satisfactory sureties in 
a penal sum of not less than twice the amount of estimated duties, con- 
ditioned for the production of such certific^ate within a 8x>ecified time. 

To avoid this inconvenience, und the attendant delay and expense, it 
is respectfully suggested that importers of such animals obtain, prior 
to importation, the requisite consular certificate for production at the 
time of entry. 

The term << beyond the seas," as used in the Begnlations, and in the 

law on which they are based, embraces all territory beyond the limits 

of the United States. 

0. F. BURNAM, 

Assistant Secretary. 

OOLLBOTOBB OF CUSTOMS AND OTHERS. 



(2549.) 
Unbound Bocks for Libraries — Free. 

Tbeasuby Department, December 10, 1875. 

Sib; I dm in receipt of your letter of the 3d instant, submitting the 
appeal (7385 (2) of Mr. Justin Winsor, superintendent of the Public 
Library of Boston, from your exaction of duty on certain engravings 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



431 

imported for the aae of the said library, per << Batavia," October 28, 
1875, and claimed to be exempt from duty under the provision in the 
free list for <^ books * * specially imported, not more than two 
copies in any one invoice, in good faith for the use of any society in 
corporated or established for philosophical, literary, or religious pur- 



It appears from the said appeal, and the roport of the appraiser 
thereon, that the engravings in question consist of a number of un- 
bound plates, enclosed in a portfolio, being part of the plates for Au- 
dubon's '* Birds of America," (a work consisting, when complete, of 
four volumes.; plates, folio, and four volumes text, octavo,) and are 
intended to be bound into a volume or volumes to match other vol- 
umes already belonging to the Public Library. 

In regard thereto, I would, state that as the said plates are evidently 
intended to constitute a volume or volumes of the book above men- 
tioned, the Department is of opinion that they may properly be re- 
garded as an unbound book, and, as such, entitled to free entry under 
the provision of law above cited. 

Ton are, therefore, authorized to reliquidate the entry accordingly, 
and to forward a certified statement for the refund of the duties ex- 
acted thereon. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Seeretary. 
COLLEOTOB OF OusTOMB, Bostony MaS8. 



(2650.) 
Chinese lael. 

Tbbasxtby Dbpabtmbnt, December 10, 1875. 

Sir : I have received your letter of the 1st instant, relative to the 
appeal (7294 d) of J. S. Plummer & ()o. from your decision assessing 
duty en the valuation of the tael of Shanghai at $1 61, on certain mer- 
chandise imported by them per ship " Sir Lancelot," August 24, 1876. 

As it appears that no consular certificate accompanied the invoice, 
showing the actual value of the money in which it was made out, the 
Department has consulted the Director of the Mint upon the subject, 
who fixes the value of the coin at about $1 36, as compared with the 
trade-dollar. 

Upon this valuation, therefore, 3'ou will base your estimate of duties 
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in the present case, taking the usual measures for the refund of any 
money found to have been erroneously collected from the appellants 
by reason of the assessment above mentioned. 
I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretarjf. 
OoLLBOTOB OP OxJSTOMS, New Tarjc. 



(2551.) 
Hat Trimmingi of Brass j Metal^ &o, — Olassifieai^ of., 

TBBAgUBY Dbpabtment, December 13, 1875. 

Sib: Your letter of the 9th instant is received, reporting on the ap- 
peal (69874) of Veit & Nelson from your deciision assessing duty at 
the rate of 35 per ceatnm ad valorem on certain so-called imitation 
jewelry, imported per <* Bhein," October 25, 1875, claimed to be dutia- 
ble at the rate of 25 per centum ad valorem. 

It appears firom the special report of the appraiser^ and an examina- 
tion of samples, that the merchandise in question is not imitation jew- 
elry, as claimed by the importers, but consists of ornaments manufac- 
tured of brass, iron and glass, (imitation jet,) intended for use in the 
trimming x>f hats and bonnets, as is evident from their being desig- 
nated iu the invoice ^' ornaments de ehapeau.^ 

Under these circumstances the Department decides tff^t tl|e mer- 
chandise Was properly classified by you under the provisions, respec- 
tively, (Heyl, 1067,) for '* manufactures, articles • • • of brass, 
iron« * * * or of which either of these metals shall be the compo^ 
nent material of chief v&lue," and (Heyl, 1317) <<jet, manufactures and 
imitations of," which classification is in accordance wiHi existing decis- 
ions of the Department. 

Your action in the premises is therefore afUtmed; 
I am, very respectfully, 

0. F. BURNAM, 



Assistant Seeretarf. 



OOI.LBOTOB OF Customs, ^0tr roril;. 
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(2662.) 

Calf-hair Goods — Olassijication of, 

Tbeasuby Dbpabtmbnt, December 16, 1875. 

Sib : I am in receipt of your letter of the 14th instant, accompanied 
by the statement of Messrs. Batterfield & Co. of the same date, relating 
to the classification of so-called calf-hair goods. 

A report from the collector has also been received, transmitting the 
results of an examination of certain sanjiples qf importations of the 
class of goods referred to, but not accompained by the samples or 
parts thereof so examined. 

In the instructions to the collector, dated 9th ultimo^ relative to the 
proposed examination^ it was expressly required to be understood as 
confined to importations, samples of which had not already^ been 
examined by the National Academy of Sciences. The Department is 
not as yet prepared to say whether this restriction has or has not been 
observed, and it may be necessary to call for the samples, or the rem- 
nants thereof, examined at New York. 

A copy of the iostrnctions referred to was, at the same time, com- 
municated to Messrs. Butterfield & Co., for their information. 

With reference to the eflfect of the judgment recently obtained by 
Herrman & Oo. against the collector at New. York, it may be proper, 
to state that, as at present advised, the Department is of opinion 
that the same can have ho controlling iutiuence upon the question, 
whether so-called calf-hair goods door do not contain wool, for. the 
reason that the only issue really tried was whether the particular im- 
portations to which the suit related were manufactur«f s of which cotton 
was a component material of chief value, and therefore entitL^ to a 
reduction of 10 per cent., under the act of June 6, 1872. 

Beferring to your request that the Secretary will give his personal 
attention to the case of Messrs. Butterfield & Co., as presented in their 
last communication, aud in the reports to which it refers, I have to 
state that such attention has been heretofore, and will continue to be 
hereafter, given to all questions of importance affecting the revenue. 
I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 

Jos. Seligman, Esq., New York. 
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(2663.) 
Horses and Vehicles from Canada. 

Tbbasuby Dbpabtmbnt, December 16, 1876. 

Sib : I haVe the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yoar comma- 
nication of the 2d mstant, transmitting copy of a despatch (No. 223; 
fix>m the United States consul at Winnepeg, British North America, 
from which it appears that by reason of the closing of the Bed Biver 
of the North, large qnantities of freight destined for Manitoba have 
been detained in Minnesota, and that during the winter mouths ,such 
merchandise can be transported to its destination by means of wagon 
trains only. The consnl farther states that the authorities of the Do- 
minion of Canada have instructed their customs officers at Manitoba 
to assess and collect duties upon all wagons and other vehicles bringing 
merchandise from the United States into the district of Manitoba, and 
that such action is said to be in retaliation fbr the action of this Depart- 
ment requiring duties to be paid on wagons and vehicles bringing 
merchandise firom Canada into Uie United States. 

With reference thereto, I beg leave to state that on reference to Uie 
several instructions of this Department, dated June 12, 1876, (Synop- 
tical series No. 2293,) August 26, 1876, (Synoptical series No. 2403,) 
and September 16, 1876, (Synoptical series No. 2439,) as applicable to 
horses and vehicles used exclusively for the purpose of Imnging mer- 
chandise into the United States th>m Canada, it will be seen l&at such 
horses and vehicles are still to be regarded as entitled to fi«e entry in 
all cases where they are immediately to be returned to CMiada after 
the imported goods shall have been carried to l^eir destination. 

I transmit for convenient reference copies of the instructious above 
mentioned, contained in the monthly publications of this Department's 
decisions for June, August, aod S^tember, 1876. 

I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 

B. H. BBISTOW, 

Secretary, 

The Hon. Hamilton Fish, 

Secretary of State. 
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(2554.) 
Drawback AUawanee on Sugars, 

Tbbasxtbt Dbpabtmbnt, Deoemher 17, 1875. 

Sis :- The following n^tesof drawb^iok on refined jsngars and syrnp 
wholly manufactured from imported raw sugar, are hereby established 
in lieu of those heretofore in force : 

On loaf, cut loaf, crushed, granulated, and powdered refincid sugar, 
stove-dried, or dried by other equally-effective process, entirely the pro- 
duct of foreign duty-paid sugar, three and sixty one-hundredths (3/^) 
cents per pound. 

On refined white coffee-sugar, undried, and above No. 20, Dutch 
standard, in color, entirely the product of foreign duty-paid sugar, three 
(3) cents per pound. 

On all grades of refined coffee-sugar, No. 20, Dutch standard, and 
below in color, entirely the product of foreign duty-paid sugar, two 
and one-half (2^) cents per pound. 

On syrup resulting entirely from the refining Of foreign duty-paid 
sugar, six and one-quarter (6^) cents i)er gallon. 

The allowance on sugars to be subject to the deduction of one (1) 
per cent., and the allowance on syrup to the deduction of ten (10) p6r 
cent., as prescribed by law. 

Very respectfully, 

B. H. BBI8TOW, 

Secrtfta/ry. 

CoLLEOTOB OF OusTOMS, BdlHwiarey Md. 



(2555.) 
Importation of Dutiable ArHeles by MaU. 

Tbbasxtby Depabtmbnt, December i7j 1875. 

Sis : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 9th instant, 
in which yoU inquire whether there would be any objection to the im- 
portation by mail from London of a pair of stereoscophic photographic 
lenses, the package to be addre^ed to the collector of custof^s at Ban- 
gor, with an accompanying letter and invoice. 

In reply the Department has to state that the transmission by mail ^ 
of articles liable to customs duties is expressly forbidden by Article. 
XXX of the Detailed Begnlations for the execution of the treaty con- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



436 

cerniog the formation of a General Postal Union, concladed at Berne, 
the 9th October^ 1874, and the Post Office Department has issaed reg- 
ulations (a copy of which is herewith enclosed) in accordance there- 
with. 

I am, very respectfully, 

0. F. BURNAM, 
Assistant Secretary. 
James G. Stoddeb, Esq., Bangor ^ Maine, 



(2556.) 
Coral Jewelry — Classification of, 

Tbeasuby Department, December 17, 1875. 

SiB : Your letter of the 23d ultimo is received, reporting on the ap- 
peal (6608(1) of y. Bishop & Go. from your decision assessing duty at 
the rate of 30 per centum ad valorem on certain coral jewelry, imported 
per " France,'^ October 8, 1875, which the importers claim to be only 
dutiable at the rate of 25 per centum ad valorem, under the provisions 
for *' precious stones and jewelry • • when set in gold, • • and 
all other jewelry," contained in (Heyl, 1396) Schedule M of the Ee vised 
Statutes. 

The question raised by this appeal is, whether jewelry made from 
coral shall be classified under the general provision for << all other jew- 
elry" aforesaid, or under the special provision for ^' coral cut or manu- 
factured," (Heyl, 1251,) at the rate of 30 per centum ad valorem, as 
assessed by you. 

This question has been heretofore virtually decided by the Depart- 
ment in the cases of articles made* from jet, India rubber, ivory, horn, 
&c., where it has been invariably held that such merchandise (although 
commercially termed jewelry) was not dutiable under the general pro- 
vision for '* jewelry," but under the special provisions for the manufac- 
tures of the several materials. 

The Department, therefore, affirms your decision in the present case 
by holding that all coral jewelry is specially provided for under the 
said enactment for '< coral cut or manufactured." 
I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary, 

GoLLEOTOR OP GusTOMS, Ncw TorJc 
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(2557.) 

Butiahle Value of Impartatiofu. 

Tebasuey Department, December 18, 1875. 

SiE: The Department is in receipt of your communication of the 6th 
instant, with its enclosures, in relation to the claim of Messrs. Abbott 
& Howard, that certain Swedish iron, imported by them per the "Pal- 
estine," from Liverpool, was entered at a gross value which included a 
commission of 2^ per centum. 

It seems that such commission did not appear as a separate charge 
in the invoice, and the appraiser therefore made an addition to the 
gross value to cover commissions. 

From this action the importers appealed for reappraisement, the 
result of which sustained the position taken by them-^that the iron 
was in fact invoiced at a value including the commission. 

It further appears, however, that the dutiable value, including ch^lrges 
and commissions returned by the reappraisers, is less than either the 
invoice or entered vjilue, the certified consular invoice since received 
showing a slight excess in the market value over that found on reap- 
praisement. 

Under thes^ circumstances, you ask upon what basis duty shall be 



In reply, the Department has to state that, in view of the provisions 
of section 2900 of the^ Eevi^ed Statutes, to the effect that in no case 
shall duties be assessed upon less than the invoiced or entered value, 
duty must be assessed upon a value not less than that established by 
the certified invoice, although it is in excess of the value found on re- 
appraisement, and you will be governed accordingly. 

The pro-forma and certified invoice submitted by you are, in accord- 
ance with your request, herewith returned. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 

COLLEOTOE OF CUSTOMS, BOBton, MaS8, 



(2558.) 
Brandy a/nd Spirits Imported for Centennial Uxhibition^ 

Tebasuey Depaetment, December 13, 1875. 

SiE : I have received a letter from Messrs. Cazade, Orooke & Eey- 
nard, stating that several of their European correspondents contem- 
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plate exhibiting brandies at the International Exhibition of 1876, and 
that before secnringthe space reqnired for the parpose, they desire to 
ascertain whether snch goods may be imported for exhibition if con- 
tained in vessels of less capacity than foarteen gallons. 

After a carefnl consideration of the question presented, the Depart- 
ment condndes that the prohibition as to snch importations contained 
in the act of July 14, 1870, and reproduced in section 2504 of the Re- 
vised Statutes, may be considered as modified by the provisions of the 
first section of the act of June 18, 1874, authorizing an International 
iBxhibition, so far as to permit for the purpose of exhibition the impor- 
tation of brandies and other spirituous liquors, without regard tp the 
capacity of the vessels in which they are held. 

Such importations, however, must be made strictly in accordance 
with the special regulations of November 1, 1875, governing the entry 
of articles intended ix> be exhibited as aforesaid. 

The firm above mentioned have been advised of this decision. 
I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 

GoLLBOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Ncw York. 



(2559.) 
Silk and Ootton Mufflere^Buty o,. 

Tbeasxjby Dbpabtmbnt, December 18, 1875. 

Sib : Your letter of the 11th ultimo was duly received, submitting 
a special report from the appraiser on the appeal (4872 d) of S. M. & 
B.Cohen & Co. from your assessment of duty at the rate of 60 per 
centunl ad valorem on certain so-called silk and cotton handkerchiefs 
imported by them per »* Main," June 14, 1875. 

The appraiser reports that the goods in question were returned as 
silk handkerchiefs liable to duty at the rate of 60 per centum ad 
valorem; but, as they are used as mufflers, should have been returned 
as silk wearing apparel at the same rate of duty. 

From an examination of the sample submitted with the report of 
the appraiser, the Department is of opinion that the article in qaes- 
tion, which is a silk and cotton muffler thirty-two inches square, should 
be classified for duty at the rate of 60 per centum ad valorem, under 
the provision in section No. 2504; Schedule H, Revised Statutes, for 
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'* ready-made clothing of silk, or of which silk is a component material 
of chief value," and your assessment of duty thereon at that rate is 
therefore affirmed. 
The sample is herewith returned. 

I am, very respectfhlly. 

By order: C. F. BURNAM, 



OoLLECTOB OP CUSTOMS, ISew Ycrk. 



AiiUtani Seeretary. 



(2660.) 
Entries by Express Oompofnies €U -Consignees, 

Tbbabubt Dbpabtmbnt, December 20, 1875. 

Sib : The Pepartment has had under consideration various applica- 
tions from express companies, acting in the capacity of consignees, to 
be relieved from the regulations, now in force, requiring them to pro- 
duce an invoice, or give bouds to produce the same, of each consign- 
ment made to them from a foreign port, of parcels sent by one con- 
signee, at one time, in the same vessel. 

It appears from the report of the United States appraiser, trans- 
mitted with your letter of the 2Ist of July last, that the express 
companies at New York, as agents, generally receive the x)arcels from 
other companies abroa^^ and from the German Post Office Department, 
acting as an express company, with bills of lading, only, and without 
specifications or invoices of the contents of the parcels ; that invoices 
are not, therefore, furnished by the original shippers; that, conse- 
quently, the express companies, or forwarding agents, have only what 
is called '^the shipper's declared value" of the parcels, made without 
any regard to the character of the contents, or in many cases, the true 
value ; and that it is utterly impracticable, under the circumstances 
stated, for the consignee to procure a legal invoice. 

This statement is supplemented by evidence to the same effect, now 
on file in this Department, received from the several express companies 
concerned. 

As there appears to be no good reason to doubt the accuracy of 
the statement referred to, the Department is of opinion that some 
modification, not inconsistent with law or previous regulations upon 
the subject, would be expedient and proper. 

You are, therefore, directed to allow entry of parcels such as are 
above referred to, upon affidavit and statement, as provided for in 
33 
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section 10 of the act of June 22, 1874, withoat requiring a bond to t)e 
given for the future production of an invoice. . 

The ruling of the Department under date of the 19th of August, 
1374, embodied in Synopsis of Decisions numbered 1904, so far as it 
relates to the filing of such bond by the importer or agent who shall 
have made oath, as provided for in section 9 of the last-mentioned act, 
^ill be deemed inapplicable to cases of the character now under 
consideration. 

The decision, contained in the Department's letter to you of the 18th 
of October last, to the effect that all merchandise imported in one con- 
signment, by a single vessel, must be declared in one and the same 
entry, will continue to be observed, subject to the privilege given in 
article 595 of the General Regulations, allowing a portion of an in- 
voice to be entered for warehouse, and the remainder for immediate 
payment of duties. 

In preparing the pro-farma invoices or statements to be presented in 
these cases, and sworn to by the agent, he may refer for information 
to the bills of lading, the declarations of the senders of the parcels, 
and to such other evidence as he may possess, showing the value of 
the articles entered. 

Please acknowledge the receipt of these instructions. 
I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary, 

OOLLfiOTOB OF CUSTOMS, New Yarlc. 



(2561.) 
DepoHt of Government Moneys. 

Treasury Depabtmbnt, December 21, 1875. 

The following sections of the Revised Statutes of the United States 
are published for the information and guidance of all parties concerned : 

"Section 3620. It shall be the duty of every disbursing officer 
having any public money intrusted to him for disbursement, to deposit 
the same with the Treasurer or some one of the assistant treasurers of the 
United States, and to draw for the same only as it may be required for 
payments to be made by him in pursuance of law ; and all transfers 
from the Treasurer of the United States to a disbursing officer shall 
be by draft or warrant on the Treasury or an assistant treasurer of the 
United States. In places, however, where there is no treasurer or as- 
sistant treasurer, the Secretary of the Treasury may, when he deems 
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it essential to the public interest, specially authorize in writing the 
deposit of such public money in any other public depository, or, in 
writing, authorize the same to be kept in any. other manner, and under 
«uch rules and regulations as he may deem most safe and effectual to 
facilitate the payments to public creditors." 

" Section 5488. Every disbursing officer of the United States who 
deposits any public money intrusted to him in any place or in any 
manner, except as authorized by law, or converts to his own use in any 
way whatever, or loans with or without interest, or for any purpose 
not prescribed by law withdraws from the treasurer or any assistaut 
treasurer, or any authorized depository, or for any purpose not pre- 
scribed by law transfers or applies any portion of the public money in- 
trusted to him, is, in every such act, deemed guilty of an embezzlement 
of the money so deposited, converted, loaned, withdrawn, transferred, 
or applied ; and shall be punished by imprisonment with hard labor 
for a term not less than one year nor more than ten years, or by a fine 
of not more than the amount embezzled or less than one thousand dol- 
lars, or by both such fine and imprisonment.'' 

** Section 5497. Every banker, broker, or other person not an 
authorized depositary of public moneys, who knowingly receives from 
any disbursing officer, or collector of internal revenue, or other agent 
of the United States, any public money on deposit, or by way of loan 
or accommodation, with or without interest, or otherwise than in pay- 
ment of a debt against the United States, or who uses, transfers, con- 
verts, appropriates, or applies any portion of the public money for any 
purpose not prescribed by law, and every president, cashier, teller, 
director, or other officer of any bank, or banking association, who vio- 
lates any of the provisions of this section,- is guilty of an act of 
embezzlement of the public money so deposited, loaned, transferred, 
used, conveKed, appropriated, or applied, and shall be punished as 
prescribed in section fifty-four hundred and eighty -eight.^ 

By order of the Secretary : 

CHAS. F. CONA.NT, 

Assista/nt Secretary, 
Disbursing Officebs and othebs. 



(2562.) 
Transportation of Unappraised Merchandise. 

Treasuby Depabtment, Decetnber 21, 1875. 

It appearing from evidence before this Department that there is 
some lack of uniformity at the several ports in the practice relating to 
the transportation of nnappraised merchandise, and that further in- 
structions upon the subject are necessary, the Department has con- 
cluded to prescribe the following regulations, which will be strictly 
observed by the officers concerned : 

1. The transfer of all such merchandise at the port of first arrival 
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for delivery to the carrier, and at the port of destination, to the ap- 
praisers' store for examination, or to bonded warehouse under general 
order, or otherwise, will be made by the custom house draymen, in 
custom-house carts. 

2. The bill of lading should in all cases be transmitted by mail with 
the immediate transportation entry, invoice, and manifest, or, if such 
bill of lading refers to more than one shipment, or embraces goods 
consigned to more than one importer, a copy of the portion thereof 
describing the merchandise mentioned in the invoice forwarded, will be 
sent, embodying all information in reference to charges for trans- 
portation or otherwise, contained in the original bill of lading, neces- 
sary to enable the oflBcer at the port of arrival to properly estimate 
the duties legally accruing on such merchandise. 

3. An inspection*, by the Department, of entries and accompanying 
documents, gathered at different points, shows that duties are not in- 
variably levied at the ports of destination of merchandise forwarded 
as aforesaid^ on such charges and commissions as, under the laws, are 
dutiable. 

The attention of the officers at those ports is therefore called to the 
subject, and they are enjoined to exercise greater care to comply 
strictly with the laws relating to the addition to the invoice presented, 
of all such commissions and charges. 

4. In preparing separate manifests, in triplicate, for each car trans- 
porting merchandise as aforesaid, collectors will observe the instruc- 
tions of articles 636 and 679 of the Department's Eegulations of 1874, 
which, in some instances, appear to have been disregarded. 

6. To prevent the inconvenience to the Government and the im- 
porter, incident to the arrival at the port of destination of a portion 
only of a consignment, the officers of the customs at the port of de- 
parture will endeavor, so far as practicable, to cause to be forwarded, 
at one time, all goods embraced in one invoice and entry. 

6. Inasmuch as the transportation of unappraised merchandise for 
the convenience of importers, under even the best rules, must neces- 
sarily be attended with some danger to the revenue, collectors of cus- 
toms are desired to carefully comply with all the regulations upon the 
subject now in force, and to require vigilance on the part of their sub- 
ordinates in preventing any infraction thereof. 

Very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 



Secretary. 



GOIXBGTOBS OF CUSTOMS AND OTHERS. 
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(2603.) 

Importation of Hides from Oreat Britain, not the Production of that 

Country, 

TBEiLSXJBY Department; Decent 21, 1875. 

Sib : The Department is in receipt of yonr letter of the 16th instant, 
reporting on the application of Messrs. James Dancan & Co. to make 
entry of certain dry ox hides, imported by them per "Baltic,'' from 
Liverpool, which entry was refased by you under the provisions of the 
Department's circular of November 3 last, prohibiting the importation 
of neat-cattle and hides of neat-cattle from Great Britain. 

The circular referred to was issued in consequence of the prevalence 
of the hoof and mouth disease in that country, and was intended to 
prevent the introduction of the disease into the United States, by im- 
portations of cattle and hides which might be infected, but was not 
intended to prohibit the importation of hides imported into Great 
Britain from other countries, and exported thence to the United States. 

You are, therefore, authorized, on |*eceipt of satisfactory evidence 
that the hides imported by Messrs. Duncan & Go. are as alleged, 
^* Peruvian hides," to allow entry thereof to be madel 
I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BEISTOW, 

Secretary. 

GoLLEOTOB OF CUSTOMS, New York. 



(2564.) 
One Corporation cannot he Surety upon the Bonds of another. 

Tbbasxjby Dbpabtiscent, December 22, 1875. 

Sib : Your letter of the 16th instant is received, inquiring whether, 
in any instance, it is the practice of this Department to accept one 
oorporation as surety for another. 

From the tenor of your communication it is presumed that the ques- 
tion refers more particularly to the surety on the bonds given under 
the regulations of this Department in case of the transportation of 
dutiable merchandise. 

In reply, you are advised that the forms and regulations of the De- 
partment in all such cases contemplate the making of an affidavit by 
.the surety as to the value of his unencumbered property, and having 
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been adopted after due deliberation should not be changed in the 
re8i)ect mentioned. 

The oath required could not be taken by a corporation, and it might 
be difficult under State laws to recov^er on a bond having a corpora-^ 
tion for a surety. 

Copies of the form to be used in the bonding of lines as common 
carriers of appraised merchandise and of merchandise under the act 
of July 14, 1870, are enclosed herewith for your information. 

In this connection it may be proper to state that sections 2992 of 
the Eevised Statutes, referred to in your letter, relates to the bond to- 
be given by the owner, importer, or consignee of imported merchan- 
dise, to secure the duties, and not to the bonding of lines as aforesaid. 
I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BEISTOW, 

Secretary^ 
Hon. John Soott, 

General Coumelj Pennsylvania Railroad Co., Pittsburgh^ Pa. 



(2666.) 
Markitig JJanutged Goods, 

Treasury DBPABTiiENT, December 23, 1876. 

Sir : Eeferring to your several reports of the 30th ultimo and 14tb 
instant, respecting the operation of the rules contained in Depart- 
ment's circular of October 6, 1875, for preserving the identity of dam- 
a>g6d goods on which an allowance shall have been made, it appears 
to be impracticable to give full effect to rules 6 and 8 without causing^ 
a certain degree of embarrassment, and delay in the business at your 
custom-house. 

This result, it seems, is due to the fact that as a matter of practice 
the warehouse entry is ordinarily 'liquidated prior to the receipt of the 
appraiser's damage return in the liquidating department, whereas the 
rules contemplate that the appraiser's return should be received prior 
to such liquidation. 

The Department has, therefore, concluded to adopt the following 
amendments, which, it is believed, will obviate the difficulty referred 
to, viz : 

Strike out rule 6 of said regulations and modify rule 8 so that the 
same shall read ais follows : Eule 8. The export clerk, before passing a 
withdrawal entry for export, shall require that such entry shall de- 
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scribe the goods by the marks and numbers on the packages in detail, 
and shall also particularly observe whether the words " damage appli- 
cation made " are recorded in the ledger account ; and should such be 
the case he will endorse upon the fleuje of the permit " deliv^er sound 
packages only," except where the entry has been liquidated for dam- 
age allowance, in which case he will designate whether the goods 
covered by the export permit are damaged or not. 

The foregoing amendments will make it necessary to modify rule 9 
by inserting immediately after the words '^ duplicate damage return 
in his possession," in the fourth line of said rule, the words *< where 
such return has been received." 

The circular instructions referred to, so far as they relate to the 

business at your port, are hereby amended accordingly. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BEISTOW, 

Secretary. 
OOLLBCTOB OF CUSTOMS, New York. 



(2566.) 
Ornaments of Silk and Brass — Classification of. 

Treasury Department, December 23, 1875. 

Sir : Tour letter of the 29th of October last is received, transmitting 
the appeal (6617 d) of H. 0. Cooke from your decision assessing duty at 
the rate of 60 per cent, ad valorem, on certain so-called painted jewelry, 
imported per "Atlas," October 19, 1875, which the importer claims to 
be liable to duty at the rate of 25 per centum ad valorem, as jewelry. 

It appears from the special report of the appraiser and an inspec- 
tion of the samples that the merchandise in question consists of per- 
sonal oma>ments, made of silk and brass, the silk portion being highly 
embellished by painting, and, therefore, the component material of 
chief value. 

Under these circumstances the Department decides, in accordance 

with its decisions on so called jet jewelry, &c., that the claim of the 

importer to enter these goods as "jewelry " must be rejected, and that, 

silk being chief value, your action in assessing tluty thereon at the rate 
of 60 per centum ad valorem as manufactures of silk, under the act of 
February 8, 1875, was correct and proper. 
Your decision is therefore affirmed. 

I am, very respectfully, 



Collector op Customs, Boston, Mass. 



B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 
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(2567.) 
Books imported for Libraries. 

Tbbasuby Dbpabtmbnt, December 24, 1875. 

Sm : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 21st instant, 
in reference to the communication of Mr. Justin Winsor, superintend- 
ent of the Boston Public Library, dated the 10th instant, on the 4^08- 
tion of allowing the importation, free of duty, by the l>oard of trustees 
of said library of more than two copies of the same book in one 
invoice. 

The clause in the free list under which the application is made is in 
the following words : 

" Books, maps, and charts, specially imported, not more than two 
copies in any one invoice, in good faith, for the use of any society in- 
corporated or established for philosophical, literary, or religious pur- 
poses, or for the encouragement of the fine arts, or for the use or by 
the order of any college, academy, school, or seminary of learning in 
the United States."- 

Mr. Winsor states that the said library has six branches, which are 
semi-independent institutions, although governed by one board of 
trustees, and serve local interests, being in effect separate institutions 
for their several neighborhoods, and he alleges that the restriction 
contained in the law as to the number of copies in one invoice pre- 
vents the management of the library from laying before the people 
who use it popular and important books when they are fr^eshly issued, 
and when the demand for them is most eager. 

In regard th^^eto, you are informed that as the said library and its 
several branches are under the control of one board of trustees and 
one superintendent, it would seem that it can be regarded, in contem- 
plation of law, as only a single institntion. 

To allow the privilege requested would, in that case, be direcUy 
contrary to the express provision of the statute, and the Department 
therefore feels constrained to deny the application. 
I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BBI8T0W, 

Seereioff. 

COLLEOTOB OF OUSTOMS, Bostonj MoSS. 
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(2568.). 
Basi-Beliefs in Marble — Classifloatian of. 

Tbeasubt Depabtment, December 27, 1876. 

Sib : I am in receipt of your report of the 3d instant, transmitting 
appeal (6734 d) of Messrs. Baldwin Bros. & Co. from your decision as- 
sessing duty at the rate of 50 per cent, ad valorem on a certain picture 
in marble, termed a bass-relief, imported by them per "Suez,'' July 29, 
1875, for which the appellants claim entry at 10 per cent., as being 
similar to marble statuary. 

It appears from your report that the picture is a manufacture of 
marble, a portrait in relief, and as such was subject to duty at the 
rate of 50 per cent ad valorem, as a manufacture of marble. 

Keferring to Department's decisions. Synopsis 372 and Synopsis 517, 
it will be seen that "bass-relief" is not considered as statuary; that 
the term statuary must be understood as confined in its application to 
figures in full relief, insulated in every part, and must be the produc- 
tion of a professional statuary or sculptor. 

Your decision is therefore affirmed. 

Very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 

OOLLBOTOB OF OuSTOMfi, New York. 



(2569.) 
Magic La/ntems — ClasHfication of. 

Tbeasubt Depabtment, December 27, 1875. 

Sib : Your letter of the 14th instant is received, transmitting a re- 
port from the appraiser at your port in which he takes the ground that 
certain magic lanterns, which were classified, at Baltimore, as " toys," 
at a duty of 50 per centum ad valorem, should be classified as " philo- 
sophical apparatus and instruments," at a duty of 40 per centum ad 
valorem, and that certain so-called album-boxes, which were classified 
at Baltimore as manufactures of which glass forms a component part, 
at a duty of 40 per centum ad valorem, should be classified under the 
provision <Heyl, 1229) for "card-cases," &c., at a duty of 35 per 
centum ad valorem. 

Upon an examination of samples, it appears that the magic lanterns 
in question consist of cheap instruments, which, although, varying in 
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size, cannot be considered as coming within the category of philo* 
sophical apparatas and instruments, as claimed by the appraiser, bat 
are <^ toys,^ and datiable as such, at the rate of 50 per cent ad valorem, 
under Department decision uf November 30, 1874, (Synopsis 2023,) and 
that the album-boxes are composed in part of glass, and, therefore, 
dutiable at the rate of 40 per centum ad valorem, under the provision 
(Heyl, 954) for *< all manufactures of glass, or of which glass shall be a 
component material^ 

The Department therefore concurs with you in the opinion that the 
classification of these articles as made at Baltimore was correct, and 
you will please furnish the apprsuser with a copy of this letter for his 
information. 

The samples are retained for future reference by the Department, 

but they will be returned whenever a request is made for that purpose. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 
OOLLEOTOB OP CUSTOMS, Chicago^ 111. 



(2570.) 
Satted Timber for Wagon- Tongues. 

Tbbasury Dbpabtment, December 27, 1875. 

Sib : The Department is in receipt of an extract from a jcommuni- 
cation addressed by Special Agent George W. Whitehead to Special 
Agent N. M. Curtis, under date of the 8th of September last, which 
was referred by you to this Department on the 8th instant, from which 
it appears that certain ash timber, sawed especially for wagon tongues, 
has recently been entered at the port of Suspension Bridge as subject 
to duty under the provision of the consolidated tariff for sawed lumber 
at the rate of $2 per thousand feet. 

With reference thereto I have to state that the^ question as to the 
proper classification of this mercliandise hiving been referred to ex- 
perts at the principal ports, they all concur in the view that the same 
should be classified for duty at this rate of 20 per centum ad valorem, 
either under the i)rovision of Schedule K of the consolidated tariff for 
"hubs of wheels, posts, last-blocks, wagon -blocks," &c., or under the 
last paragraph of such schedule for " wood unmanufactured,*' the rate 
of duty under either of these provisions being the same. 

The Department concurs in the view that this latter is the proper 
rate of duty to be assessed upon the merchandise in question, and 
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therefore reqaecfts you to commanicate with Special Agent White- 
head, instructing him to ta^e the proceedings suggested by him for 
the purpose of ascertaining the balance of duty due the Government 
upon the importations referred to in his report. 
I am, very respectftdly, 

B. H. BRI8TOW, 

Secretary 
Blxtfobd Wilson, Esq., 

aoUoitor of the Treasury ^ Washingtanj 2>. O.. 



(2671.) 
Animdlg Imparted far Breeding Purpoees. 

Tbbasuby Dbpabtmbkt, December 27, 1875. 

Sib : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the dth instant, 
(addressed to the Hon. Secretary of the Interior and by hioi referred 
to this Department,) in which you state that yon wish to import fh>m 
Mexico certain 2,(]K)0 head of sheep, and. ask permission to enter them 
free of duty. 

In reply you are informed that only such sheep as are of a superior 
breed, and adapted to improving the stock of the country, are admitted 
free of duty under the provision of law exempting animals imported 
for breeding purposes from payment of duties. 

To secure the free entry of animals of this character the regulations 
require the production to the collector at the port of importation of a 
certificate from the United Stai;es consul at the port of shipment show- 
ing that the animals ate to the best of his information and belief 
intended for breeding purposes, and a statement of the owner, under 
oath, that the animals were purchased abroad and imported into tjhe 
United States especially for such purposes. In addition, the importer 
is required to present to the collector satisfactory evidence that the 
animals are of superior breed. 

Under the law and decisions of this Department animals of common 
or ordinary stock cannot be admitted free even though imported for 
breeding purposes, but are liable to duty at the rate of 20 per cent, ad 
valorem. 

I am, very respectfully. 

By order: C. iF. BUENAM, 

Assistant Secretary, 

Mr. BXTFUS FiBLDBB, 

Enigle PasSj Maverick County, Texas. 
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(2572.) 
Hemp Twine — Dutjf on, 

Tbeasuby Depabthbnt, December 27, 1875. 

Sib : Your letter of the 14th instant is receivckl, transmitting the 
appeal (|f(^ah.) o^ James ElmsUe from your decision assessing dnt}^ 
at the rate of 40 per cent, ad valorem on certain twine imported per 
" Queen,'' October 2, 1876, which the importer claims to be dutiable at 
the rate of 35 per cent, ad valorem, as twines not otherwise provided 
for. 

The question raised by the importer is, that the twine in question 
is a manufacture of hemp, and therefore that it is not dutiable under 
the provision (Heyl, 961) for ^<flax or linen twine,'' &c., as assessed by 
you. 

This question turns upon the point whether the word '^ linen," as 
used in the law, embraces manufactures of hemp as well as of flax, and 
upon reference to the standard authorities it is found that the weight 
of authority is against the claim of the importer, and that linen goods 
so-called are manufactured from both of said materials. (See McCul- 
loch's Commercial Dictionary, under the word " Linen.") 

The Department, therefore, decides that the said hemp twine was 
properly classified under the provision for << fl&x or linen twine," the 
more especially as it would seem that those terms, being in the alter- 
native, were, in the absence of any specific provision for ^^hemp" 
twine, intended to comprehend all twines which could be known as 
" linen twines," whether made of flax or hemp. 

Your decision is therefore affirmed. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 
CoLLBOTOB OP CUSTOMS, New York. 



(2573.) 
Oraeked'Boek Flcuter — Olaseificatian of. 

Tbeasuby Dbpabtment, December 28, 1876. 

SiB: Your letter of the 21st instant is received, transmitting the 
appeal (7820 d) of T. W. Hoxie & Co. from your decision assessing 
duty at the rate of 20 per centum ad valorem on certain so-called 
cracked-rock plaster, imported per << Nelson," on the 8th instant, which 
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the importers claim to be exempt from duty under the provision (Hey 1, 
1711) for ^^ plaster of paris, or sulphate of lime unground." 

It appears, from the special report of the appraiser, that the said 
plaster is not in the unground or crude state, but that it has under- 
gone a process of manufacture whereby it has advanced to a condition 
resembling, to some extent at least, ground plaster. This is evident, 
as stated by you, from the fact of the article being called and invoice 
by the term ^< cracked-Tock plaster.'' 

the Department, therefore, rejects the said claim of the importers, 
and decides that the merchandise, being otherwise nnenumerated, is 
dutiable at the rate of 20 per centum ad valorem, under the provision 
(Heyl, 1816,) for all articles manufactured, in whole or in part, not 
otherwise provided for. 

Tour decision is therefore affirmed. 

I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary^ 

OOLLBCTOE OF CUSTOMS, BostOUj MaS8» 



(2674.) 
Doubloon of South America, 

Tbbasury Depabtkent, December 29, 1876. 

Sm : Beferring to Department's instructions to you of the 16th of 
October last, (Synopsis No. 2470,) to the effect that, pending a report 
from the Director of the Mint, the value of the South American 
doubloon would be taken at $16, United States money, as a basis for 
determining dutiable values, I have to state that such report has been 
received, and the Department being satisfied therefrom that the value 
heretofore assigned to such doubloon, namely, fifteen dollars and fifty- 
eight cents, ($16 63,) is that recognized by commercial usage, you are 
authorized to accept this latter valuation as a basis for determining 
the duties on merchandise invoiced in such currency. 
I am, very respectfully, 

B. H. BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 

OOLLBOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Boston. MoSS. 
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(2576.) 
Untry of Goods Transported under Immediate Transportation Bonds, 
Tebasuby Department, December 30, 1875. 

Snt : I have received your letter of the 30th of Aagast last, stating 
that it freqaeotly occurs that a single consignment of merchandise, 
transported under immediate transportation bond, embraces the con- 
tents of two or three cars, one of which arrives in advance of the 
others. You further state that you do not deem it justice to the 
importer to prevent entry of the portion already arrived, because dif- 
ferent action on your part would consign the goods to warehouse at 
the expense of the importer to await for an indefinite time the arrival 
of the remainder of the merchandise. 

To avoid this expense, you ask, on behalf of importers, that you 
may be authorized to allow entry to be made of the goods contained 
in each car upon arrival, although all the goods mentioned in the 
transportation entry tnay not have arrived. 

Such a mode of procedure would not be in accordance with existing 
regulations, (see article 681,) and the Department is of opinion that 
the reasons advanced are not sufOicient to justify a modification thereof 
for the particular purpose indicated, even if such modification would 
be legal. The Departmient therefore concludes to deny the request. 

In this connection your attention is called to paragraph five of the 
enclosed circular. 

I am, very respectfully, 

0. F. BUBNAM, 
Assistant Secretary, 

OOLLBOTOB OF CUSTOMS, 8an FranoisoOy Oal. 



(2576.) 
Consular Invoices, 



Tbbasuby Dbpabtmeih^, December 31, 1875. 

Sift: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communi- 
cation of the 20th ultimo, transqiitting a copy of a despatch of the 
15th ultimo, firom the United States consul at Prescott, Canada, 
further in regard to the alleged practice of the deputy collector of cus- 
toms at Bouse's Point, N. Y., of allowing parties to make entry of mer- 
chandise at that port without OQusular invoices, and, in reply, beg 
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leave to sabmit herewith a copy of a commanication from the collector 
of castoms at Plattabarg, K. Y., together with the enclosares accom- 
panyJDg the same, marked "A^ and "B,'' respectively, and will thank 
yoa to transmit the same to the United States consul at Prescott, Can- 
ada, for his Information in the premises. 

In this connection I desire to state that, ander the existing regala- 
tions of this Department, a consular invoice is not required in connec- 
tion with the entry of goods passing in transit through the United 
States, to or from Canada, under combined entry tor transportation 
and exportation, such goods not being considered as ordinary impor- 
tations. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

B. H. BBISTOW, 

Secretary. 
Hon. Hamilton Fish, 

Secretary of State^ WashiiigUm^ D. C 



(2577.) 
Large Bugs — Clasaification of. 

Tbbasusy Department, December 31, 1875. 

Sib: The Department is in receipt of your report of the 10th instant, 
with that of the appraiser at your port, upon the appeal (Ko. 7516 d) 
of Messrs. J. M. Bodocanachi & Co., of Boston, from your assessment of 
duty at the rate of 50 per centum ad valorem upon certain so-called 
"Turkish rugs,'' imported by them per the " Batavia," from Liverpool^ 
the appellants claiming that the merchandise in question is dutiable 
under the provision of Schedule L of the consolidated tariff, for 
rugs, (Heyl, 1178,) at the rate of 45 per centum ad varolem. 

It appears that these so-called rugs vary in size, from 105 to 208 
square feet, being of sufficient size to cover an ordinary room, and to 
supersede the use of carpets. 

Under these circumstances, your decision assessing duty on this 
merchandise as carpets, under the provision of Schedule L of the 
consolidated tariff, for " carpets woven whole for rooms," at the rate 
of 50 per centum ad valorem is affirmed. 

I am, very respectfrdly. 

By order: C. F. BUBNAM, 

Assistant Secretary. 

COLLBOTOB OF CUSTOMS, BostOflj MaSS. 
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(2678.) 

Domestic Spirits Manufactured in Bond for ExportaMon. 

Tbeasuby Department, Deeember 31, 1875. 
Gentlemen: Beferring to yoar commauication of the 28th of May 
lasty inqairing whether you may be allowed to transfer domestic spirits 
in bond from a bonded warehouse to yoar manafacturing warehoase, 
there to be manufactared into an article for exportation, with rebate or 
drawback of internal-revenne tax, I have to state that the subject- 
matter of your communication was referred to the Commissioner of 
Internal Bev^enue, who states in reply that in his opinion the existing 
law does not authorize such practice, in which conclusion this De- 
partment concurs. 

I am, very respectfully, 

By order: 0. F. BUENAM, 

Aeeistant Secretary. 
Messrs. Lanman & Kemp, New York. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 




3 bios Ob 027 7ai b 




Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



